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ROTE TO READERS: The material in NEWS CL1PS i« abstracted from mainly
Israeli modis  sources rvelating to news and comments of interest to
Evangelienls. Some of these sources are extremely hostlle to mission
work, to Mossianie Jews and to the Mow Testament. The editor roquests
that readers take this into consideration when reading NEWS (LIPS, nor
does he vouch for the accuracy or for the views reproduced herein.

"THE MISSTON" The secularist weekly magazine, "HA OLAM TIAZER",
published an exposd of Matan Scharansky s alleged tics te Christiasn
misslonarivs. In a lead article covering four full pages, with
photograph of Natan Scharansky beside a montage of  charc
crosses, the magazine's  front page heodlined: SCHARANSEY TECE
MILLION DOLLARS FROM THE MISSION. The editors claimed Lo have
“documents testifying that the aim of the donors is Lo convert USSR
Jewish immigrants in Israel to Christianity",

The article linked Galtronics, the Christisn-cwned coterprise  in
Tiberias, a Dutch growp called CHRISTIANS FOR ISRANL, the Lausanne
Consultation on Jewish Evangelism and the handhook CHRISTIAN WITHESS 10
THE JEWISH FEOPLE, (produced in a consultation on Jewish evangelism at
a 1980 conference in Thailand), the Intevnational Christian Embasay In
Jetusalem, a wew Messianle Jowish publication in Canada (THE MESSIANIC
TIMES), the theolegical journal MISHEAN published in Jorusalem, the
Hessianle Jewish movement, Keren Akhwa Meshihit, the Voice  of lHope
radic station, and assortad "fundamentalisks", of a well-arpanined
international conspivracy to “eonvurt” the ontire Jewish people o
Chrlstianity, and especfally Soviet Jowish immigrants to  Istael.
(12/12/90; OLAM HAZER)

In rosponse to the article, Scharansky held a press conferonce in which
he demanded that the journal issue an apology to him within seven days
amt Lo the ZIONIST FORUM which he heads, {and which it was alleged was
the channel for the missionary denation). If it failed to do 20, @
1ibel  sulit in the amount of one million dollars would I filed apainst
the msgazine. The editor, Rafi Ginat, has confirmed that Scharanzky's
attorneys have domanded a retraction, insisting 2 coptribulions
had  been  received from any missionary org + bulb Gipnat has
stated: "I have no problem to prove the 1link botwopn Ehe donation and

The ultra-orthodox YATED NE'EMAN has charged thal "a massive missionary
attack in North America has been mounted against Soviet Jews, which
reached its peak with the appearance of the missionary paper MESSIAMNIC
TIMES published in Torento, da™.  The main focus at present is the
large Soviet Jewish influx, whlch has rallied the Jewish commnity
leaders to combat this phenomenon. (10,12.90)  The same paper
peblished an  item concerning "tens of childven of Soviet Jow 1
immigrants wha Ltended an ¥mas  party  in Halfa", An  anti-mission
activist who penctrated the svent was told by one of Lho participants
that "we are Messionie Jows". The activist, [ezalel Ren nhas, later
returned with a  photogprapher who actad ns if he were a parent
photographing the ovent, and the photographs were turned over Lo the
anti-mission organization YAD L'ANMIM. {28/12f90)

SOVINT JEWS MEMACED BY MISSION: Menshesm Rahat of HAAHLY charged  that
the Russian-language Tseacli dally NASUA STRANA (linked to the lalbour

Pagty) carried an advert which appealed to Russlan new immigrants to
convert to Christianily and to receive absorption aid from the Misslon.
Sponsored by (KEREN) MIVA MESHTHIT, the notice, first of fts kind,
ul immigrants te 30 Mesgsi clubs" throughout Isrtael for
ving material and spivitual aid, and offered free Russian-liebraw
Bililes containing the 01d and New Testaments., The Likud suthsequently
attacked the Labour Aligament for inciting immigrants “against their
people, their religlon aml their natfonaliry", Hahst reported.
{12/12f90)  The article was clted in the organ of the National
Religious Party (NRP), with a call for banning all missionary activity
in Israel {IINTZOFEN 19/12/90). *

The day following the MA'ARIV item, the paper published a denlal of the
Habat  clarge that the NASHA STRAMA advert had apperled to Russian Jews
ta convert, and the paper apologised for its Ihaccurate report (MA'ARIV
19/12/50). & weck later, Shaul Schiff of HATZOFEH reported thal Shalem
Iirchhazda, chalrman of the Soviel-Joewish Immigrant Associstion, in an
appearance  before the Knesser Interior Committee, had guoted Russian-
language adverts inviting new  immigrants  te join Hessianic
congregations in Israel.  He called for tightening the law apainst so-
called miszion bribery. (26.12.50) The same day, MA'ARIV mentioned
thiz appearance, adding that the Christian Embassy (ICEJ) was also
cited by M Shlome Dayan of the Shas Party as "a most dangerous  body
for encouraging conversion to Christianity".

In response to 8 pa

liamentary query by Yair Levy of Shas, the Minister
of Religious Af s, Prof. Avmer Shaki, noted that it is a felony to
conduct missionary aclivity by means of offers of material benefit in
exchange  for conversion.  The Minister of Justice is responsible for
enfercing the law, and o special committec headed by Prof, Nahue
Hakever, Deputy Atternery General, is presently studying the matter,
Regarding charges of increaszed mission sctivity among new {mmigrants,
Shakl  stated that mo action can be taken without thorough examinatios
of the factualicy of the charges. {(HATZOFK 6 Dec. 90) For the past
twelve years, the Tsrael police have nol charged violators of the anti-
mission law zainst  entlcement to conversion.  When a complaint is
received, it investigated and the material filed away, on Lhe bas
of instructions from the Atterney General not te prosecute without his
approval. This ol was revealed Ly the testimony of o police
representative st a hearing of the Knesset Interior Committes. The
ultra-orthodox  Agudat Yisraol party has demanded that this  proceduve
be cancelled. (MA'ARTV 28/12; also HAMODLA 28/12)

TCE.

-MISSION  FOCUS: In 2 two-page spread headed "THEY DON'T WANT To
- Eaufman, antl-mission "expert” of the ultra-orthodox- paper
YATED  NHE'EMAN, presented s list of 57 varleties of missionary ties
linking the Cliristian Enbassy (YCIJ) as kingpin in a world-embracing
consplracy  to conver! lsrasl  to Christianity. In response to the
paper s charg the Prime Minister's media adviser,
stated  that Embasey does not  engage In missionary
activity and is ul friend of lsrael". This statement was
veal{irmad by Pagner's of fice response to the 57 “proofs" sulmitted
in the arbicle clred, Among the items was a bank statement of Beit
Asaf congregalion in Netanya, a photocopy of which was reproduced dated
8/8/88,  indicatlng contributioms from PRAYER FOR ISRAEL to the
congregation. {Both groups are sald to be linked to the ICEI.) (7 Doc)




"MEANINGFUL LEGISLATION" + In an appeal to orthodox Jewish pollitical

parties in tho Knesset, the anti-mission group YAD L'AHIM called upon
them to work for "the ensctment of meanfngful laegi tion which will
curb the acrivities of the soul hunters, prohibiting all activity,
direct and indivest, in writing or orally, which is dusigned to
influence, to preach and to assist a member of ocne teligpion to  convert
Lo another religion". (YATED NE'EMAN 17/12/90)

ARIEL: MK Rabbl Peldman informed the Minister of Rel igious Affairs
that = proup of missionaries led by the Kendal Tamily was engaging in
unlavful misslonary activity by offering assistance to young people and
adults  in  exchange for conversion. He asked the Minister whether ha
had instructed the authericies to investigate mizsion activilias In
Ariel, to place the family undor surveillance, and to advise the stops
Leing taken Lo prevent Jews from heing enticed into Christins ry.
(HAMODTA 5 Dec. 00)

LEERSHEBA: Moshe Ninio, an activist in the Jehovah Witness =mect, wasy
quoted in a Beersheba weekly as planning a mission compaipgn anong
Soviet Jewish immigrants in that area. MNinio told the weakly that they
part of Christianity, ner do they have any
Lins with the Christlan mission in Isracl, The writer also noted Lhat
there Iz an active mission body in Beorsheba, including a mi on shop
on Rambam Streer.  (YATED NE'EMAN 23/12/90)

RISHON LEZION: Residents of this town have heen receiving mail notices
of packages to be claimed at the local post office. Upon opening  the
packages, they were astonished to find Hebrew New Testaments, sent by a
Lendon missionary socfety, {(REHOVOT-LUAN + 3, 25/10/00)

LONDON:  Jewish residents of the Bushey neighbosrheod in London are
furious over the distribution of Jews-for-Josus 1iteraturs in  their
mail  boxes during the High Holydays, inviting them Lo a concert by the
“Liberated Wailing Wall”, which {s linked to the American Messianic
Jewish movemant, The local Paptist minlster jolned the local eabbi in
condemnlng  this, and apolopized to the Jewish commintity for such
activity. (HAMODIA 16/10/00)} Shmaavah Kedar, reparting from Lomdon for
HATARTV (19/11/90}, noted increased activity by Christlan cvangelists
in  Britain, and the empleyment of one Robert Welteman, "a so-called
Hebrew Christian, who testifies that the ultra-orthodox  Jows uwse
methods  of incimidation against us". Woitzman isx part of the
"Campaign of the Decade” headed by Rev. Joseph Dropsand .

JAFFA:  Bli Lewy, the Givatayim postman whose wife was erippled
wodically and  lefr with  throe childrer, intends to convey Lhem to
misslon institetions in Jaffa. Levy told DAVAR reporber Natan Ro'i: "I
can't hold on Lo the children. Government inslitutions can't offer
help, %o 1'm turning Lhem over te the mission. 1t's a scandal chat the
Government can't halp me in this awful plight." {28/11/90)

JERUSALEM: The police have released two YA LTAIIM activists nfter
holding thes for 4% hours al the Russian Compound  police headquarters
in connection with the disappearance of a Jewish ehild of a Soviet
Jowlsh woman.  She had sought their assistance in recovering the child
from the custody of the child's father. The child was located at the
Russian  Chureh In Jerusalem, where the father had Tound refupa. A
apokesman for YAD L'AINIM claimed that the Russian clergy  had nasisted
the Gentile father to conceal the ehild from hls Jowish mother. (YATED
NE'EMAN 30/11/90)

MESSTANTC JimWs

BEIT ASAY:  Police Minister Ronnie Milo stated fn reply to the
parliamentary query of Rabbi Feldman, that the Sharon District police
continue investipation into the death of the Journalist Uanan Poari.
On the basis of material available, thero appears to be no link between
the journalist's death and his Investigation of the Messlanic sect BEIT
ASAF in Netanya,  The most likely cause of death was an accldent. The
Hinister alse noted that the police had investigated complaints about
misslon actlvity against Lhe seet in the past, buot had closed the Files
[or lack of evidence. (AL IAMISHMAR/HAMODTA 13/12/00)

AVNER BOSKIY:  Awner DBoskey 1s 4 Messianic convert. In a document
published In  the housa organ of the Messianlc Juws in America, CHOSEN
PEOPLE, Roskey exposed for the fiest Lime the missicnary network of
the Hessianics in Israel. The article revealed that top priority is
being piven o miszionary work among Sowviet Jews in lgrael, with a
apecial department set up, headed by Albert Davis, a Russian Jew,and  a
veberan missionary with a charismatic personal ity. Vast sums of money
are ab his I=posal. A tear-jerking tale adorns the article,
describing o sentimental meoting with a Russian Jewlsh fmmigrant only
24 hours in Israel. Boskey also boasts of success "beyond expectation”
in m: fonury activity in Haffa, wvhere 17,000 tracts and thousands of
Lihl wera  distributed. He alse described the Haifa campaign of
tralning believers Lo make four mission sorties per  day  throughaut
TMaifa, and collecting names and addresses for follow-up.  "Many new
immigrants have asked Lo receive atonement for s=ins," Boskey writes,
and  he  concludes with a request “te pray for the advancement of the
Heszlanic Kingdem among the people in lsrael™. In response, Rabbi
Lipshitz of YAD L'AHIM has protested that it was a "seandal... which
agaln exposes the non-enforcement of the Mission Law, and the extent of
Messianic  Jewish  activicy among Soviet Jewish Immigranta”. {(YOM
HASHISHI 7 Dec. 90)

JEWLSH NEW TESTAMENT:  An advert offering  books by David 1. Steen,
(including the Jewish New Testament, the Messianic Jewish Manifesto,
and Hestering the Jewishanss of the Gospel) for sale ar GREETINGS VROM
JERUSALEM, P.C.L. 478 JIM, was published in The Jerusalesm Post. (10
Dec. 90)

CHETSTIANS IN TSRAEL

CHRISTHAS: Tn a eynical “exposd" of ¢ tian philanthropy headed "THE
STING OF ¥MAS,"Yishai Weiner of the ulte sorthodox wookly YOM HASHISHI
(21/12/80) probes the large sums of money donated by Christisps for
rveligious and welfare instilubiog ineluding uktra-orthodox seminar]
(yeshivot). The writer claims that, while somn donors are mobivated by
love of Tsracl, liolocaust momories and a desire to  make compensal fon
for Chrislian persocution of the Jews, many are do ng money [or the
purpose of gain 2 foothold In Iscael in order to promote misgianary
activity or to support missionary proups indirect Iy.

st have left Bethlehom with one of
b omemory, and celebralions were
the town's officjals 1 solidarity with the intifada.
Biethlehes Mayor El Yroi] astated: "Thi 5 the saddest © 3 of
wy  1ife," alding that poople would be ce ebratlng quietly at home "to
avaid contlicts with bolh sides™. (IN JERUSALEM 28/12/D0)

Yetuda Forenm of HA'ARETE (28.12.90) described Israclls attending




Chrigtian worship at wvarlous churches In Isracl. Bespite the tepsion,
many filled the churches to capacity, attracted by the "exotic"
atmosphera, the music, nostalgle memorles of Maspora Christmases, as
well as a lonp-standing traditlon among many [sraelis to exporience
unfamiliar life-styles.

PILCRINS: The business magazine GLORUS {19/10/00) publishod a twa-paga
feature by Eliyalw Yakir about an ambitious propramme Lo promote large-
scale Christian plle i Lo Israel around the site of Jesus® baptism
near Jericho. A foasibility study and preliminary sseveys have already
been made and the site is being prepared for use al an  estlmated cost
of about one millien dellars, A major risk invelved iz the
contreversial political status of the area in international law and
diplomacy, since the arca is in adwinistered or ccoupled tervitery., IL
has been  proposed  that  the project be coordinated with a major
Christian church so  that, should the area be conveyed to non-Isvaell
soverelgnly, it could =rill conbinue operating.

INTERFAITI RELATIONS

NES AMIM: The winter 1090 issue of the magazine of the Christisn
moshav in Galilee, Nes Amiw, carriod a transeript of a lecture plven by
Dr. Jonathan  Livny, an Lsraeli judge in the West Bapk. Starting From
the Bible, he told how the conllict betweon Arabs and Jews is a family
conflict lweause both people  ara sons of Abraham. The issuc also
ceported the hosting by Nes Amim during the summer of the youth
conference of the Inlernational Council of Christians and Jows.

"CIHISTIANITY - A JEWISH RELIGION": Schalom Ben-Chorln of the Tsraeli
Cerman-language newspaper ISRAEL  NACHEICHUEN  (21/12/90) published o
book review of David Flusser's work under this heading.

CHRTSTMAS  IN  ITALY 1@a3: A death-bed testipony by Albert Sharon of
Jeruzalem in February 1990 described the vescue of & Jowish family Dy
Ivalian Chrigtians amd a village prl on Christmas 1943, Also
deserlbed were contlnual acrs of merey to the Sharon family and  other
: by ltalian Chreistis which enabled Lhem to survive HNazi
pursuers. (THE JERUSALIM POST 25/12/90)

UPROTESTANY VIKWS": A series of four articles om “new Protestanl views
of Jews and Tarael” was published in THE JERUSALEM POST during December
1990, authored by Hosbe duamanmn.

Voluntary activities on behalf of new  irmigrants Ly the Trolestant
Boin Jevusalem has arvoused the ire of the anti-mission YAD LY'AHIM,
e otestant oo | insisted that only hemanitarian ald iz Envolved,
amd Lunds from abrosd enable the Protestants to £ill  theifr warchouses
with  clothes, forniture and bouschold goods.  "We Bave no inlerest in
missionary work," she stated. The anti-mission activists cla

howe thal  Now ‘Testaments are insected in the clothes. The
Prol ants have bnvited their critics to Ingpect their work. {(HADASHOT
19/12/90)

PELGIAN CHRTSTIANS @ A hostel has  heen  set up at Kibbutz Masle
Hatham v Jorusalem,  {unded by a Belgian Christiap clueech, for
rebabilitating alcoholics. Called BETUEL, the Christian group 1s
compr of "Christian Zionists" living near Brussels.  The hostel
has  already bepun Tunelioning. (JERUSALEM weekly 14712790}

FATTH HEALER IN TEL-AVIV : Mirlam Hallman, "the high priestess with a

direct line to God and Jesus his Messiah", is in Israel "to heal the
lama, cure the sick and especially to earn money". In a sarcastic
acticle, Gil'ad Padva (HA'TR} described a healing campaign by Mrs.
Hellman in Tel-Awviv, as well as her mystical experfences which led her
into this ministry, which includes the sale of videotapes at $30 per.
(2 Now. 90)

CHURCHMEN VS, ISRAEL : In an editorlal wsder this heading, the
JERUSALYEM  POST  (24.12.90) dencunced U.5. Notional Council of
Churches'"peace pilgrimage”, with its  linkage of the war against
Saddam Hussein to  "Israel's occupation of the West Bank and Gaza.'
The editorial charged that the M.C.C¢. "has slavishly followed the VLO
line on matters relating to the Arab-Israel conflict." The writar
alse links the NCC with other allegedly anti-Isracl Cheistlans (Middle
East Councll of Churches, the American Friends Service Committes,
Archbishop Desmond Tutu of South Africa) in contrast to friendly
Christisn bodies (the Nartional Conference of Christians & Jews, the
National Christian Leadership Conference for Israel, Bridges for
Peace,) "und isrge nusbers of local, grassroots Christian orgenizations
which present a balanced picture of the Middle East.™

FORECAST OF CHRTSTIAN PRESENCE IN ISRAEL : The French paper LE HONDE,
i @ lead article before Christmas, has predicted that, "if the present
vate of emipration of Christians conlinues, there will not remain a
single Christlan  In Jerusalem in  another 25 years." Long lines of
tisns are rogularly found outslde various consulates In  Jecrusalem
ng  te emigrate. They claim to be wviectims of diseriminatory
E nli policies, but other sources charge that fear of extremist Arvab
organizations who continuee bo as sipate sugpected collaborators with
the Israell authorities is behind  th enigration., Meanwhile, anti-
miszion activists elaim that the pessimistic forecast of Chrlstian
cmigration is cxaggerabed  becavse of large-scale Christian  church
haldings and Christian desire teo have a strong footheld in the Land of
lsrael which exisled long before massive Jewish dmmigration bogan.
‘The miszzionary drive is also sLill strong among the churchas.
{IAMODIYA 2B.12.90)

1

SCROLLS EDTTOL FIRED: British-Lorn scholar John Strugnell of Hacvard
Tivinity School, editor of the Dhead Sea Scrolls project, has been
removed from his post in Lhe wake of remarks attributed to him In a
nowspaper  intervied extremely hostile to Judaism, He was quoted as
ying that. Judalsm was a raclst wwd primitive religion, and
recompended mass conversion by Jows to Chrisbianity. Local  scliolars,
rvespording  te the affair, bave noted thabt Strugnell was in i1l healch
and upsel aver the appointment of an lsraell co-editor on the scrolls
teanslation project. (JERUSALEM POST 13.12.90)

CHRISITAN  CLERCYMAN NAMEDL COIEN @ The womer
{Mowv. O0) publizshed o two-page &

s monthly magazine "AT"
wre artiele by 1L Zacal aboat the
Ceatuen et family in Joecusalem. Roev, Geert Coben-Stuart, his wife
and two deoghters have Integrated into the 1ife of Jerusalem, although
born  in Nolland and raised as Christians. {The [irst-born son is
stwdying in Holland, but the dacghters are studying in Jsraeli  schools
in  Jerusalem. ) The nome Cohen derives from a g L-groat grandfather
who in the early 19th century converted to Ched mily in Holland  and
rotained the name CHIEN and added the pame of the minister STUART, who
bapt ized hin  (and whose daughter he married).  In 1964 Ceert came to
Israel aml studied al Lthe Swedi Theolopical Institute  in Joruasalem,




met his wife here, and spent the first vyears of married life in
Halland, but returned as a representative of the Duteh Baprisc Church
in 1982, The family have been living here ever slnce,

TIRD TEMPLE : Writing in the Tel-Aviv weekly HA'IR, Nodav Hactanld
provides an update on "fundamentalist Christiens im  the U.5. walting
for Isras] to filpally build the Third Temple," Heanwhile, they are
spongoring various scientific surveys and  sophisticated clectronic
lnvestigations in the vicinity of the Temple Mount, galvanizing publie
support amang the estimated 30 millien Hvangelical "true Christians” in
the U.5., 2 ing political pressuve, and cooperating with right-wing
Isranli ts  like the "Temple Mount Faithful" asd the Int'l

v in Jeru Ling ro create a "unificarion of
Jewish and Christian Hess

CROSSES IN Z2TON :  While the wearing of erosses in Israeli Hebrew
schools has been fashionable for several years, 1t iz only Lhis  year
that local educators have declared war on the phenomenen, "It's &
calamity,™ declarves a Ministry of Ed tion okeswoman. "1t's the end
of the Jewiszh peopln,”™ a schoolteacher protests, “Who am T to tell the
pupils what te wear?" a high scheol prinelpal retorts. Some Orthodox
Jewish educstors vepavd it as  a  missionary act”, but even some
socular oducators have been revelted by it.  Nevert s few are able
te pive a raltonal pxplanation te these of thelr chargos whom they
robuke and sometimes cven  order bo remove the crosses. The fad
appears Lo be  imported  from  Buropsan  youth  and reflects an anti-
Establlshment gosture; Ue more it is resisted, the more it altracts
some  of the woung poople. (HAARETZ  20.12.90) Two local weeklies
carried briecf news items on  the subject  also, {GAL GEFLN, DRISHON
LE'ZTON 22.11.90; LUAKH 3+ REHOVOT 25.10)
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