SEELTIONS Nol? (b 12.12.78)

SUBJECT. 1+ MISSI10NS

(DATE: 12.12,78 JOURNAL: "EAMODIYA" (EEBKEW A.M. AGUDAT YISKAEL) NEWS REPORT

HEADING: 'HIS ENINENCE RABBIL OVADIAH YOSEF WARNS AGAINST RENEWAL OF MISSION ACTIVITY:
. THE "GURO"™ & "MEDITATION"--IDOLATRY™ ; :

QUOTE. : The Chief Rabbi f Israel, His Epinence Rabbi Ovadya Yosef, has come out with

& warning ‘agairs t the renewal of the activity of the Mission.in Israel,- and has again

published & warning in the matter. In his remarks His Eminence Rabbi Ovadya Yosef states:

"with the intensification of incitements on the parto f the various organizations and

sects of the Mission, whose sole aim is to ensnare Jews going through a spiritualar

enconcmie  crieis, a nd to lead then, Heaven forbid; to ccnversion, at the same time

there have been spreading to our deep sorrow varicus new .sects which are sweeping along

with them’ thousands of innocent Jews into paths which contradict our faith and holy
Torah, and there is in it something of idolatry. Is this not what the teaching of
"I"Iedit'at:ic.r-n'lI and the sect of the "Guru" are, with their Jfferings of incense and oblaticns
and plain idolatrous adoration? ’

His Edinence Yosef warns the general public t take the utmost care nct tu come inte
any contact whatscever with them, nor in any manner whaetscever, and parents are warned
with the gravest wai'ning to heed their tender children lest, Hgaven forbid, they be
taken in by these seducers who mask their duings by enticements of material prusperity,
and the like, and in various types of courses and lectures, for this is the way of the
evil ineclination + "Today he says, 'Do thus,' and tomorrow he says, 'Worship iduls'.®

It should be nouted that the High Court once mled on the subject of the sects of
"Meditation" and "¢ r;" and decreed that these sects. were pure idolatry. The ruling

of the High Court _*.qralsl fublished in the press of the world and Israel. END ARTICLE.

SUBJECT 2: CHRISTIANS IN ISKARL

DATE: 24.11.78 JOURNAL: THE TIMES, LONDON PEATULRE ARTICLE
HEADING: "ISKAEL'S CHKITIAN CITIZENS: BUILDING BRIDGES BETWEEN F AITHS"
BYLINE : Dr. Geoffrey Wigoder (He has lived in Israel dnce 1949, leaded Israel's overseas
breadcasting service, was editer-in-chief MiCYCLOPEDIA JUDLICA, is on staff cf
Hebrew Univ, Institute of Contemporary Jewry, Chairman Jerusalem Interfaith Raine
QUOTE : Mpst Christians——and Muslins——living in Igrael encounter no bow Group.)
problems in observing t heir religiun. TFreedom of workhip is & fundamental tene® of the
country's Decl, of Indep. and is administered thyo' the Min. of Relig., which has special
cepts, for the Christian, Mysliu & Druze communities....Isracl's Christian p.o'pulaticn re—
flects the spectrum of the world's churches, comprising boththe Eastern and Western church-
es. - Inthe entire lioly Land today there are 120,000 Christians, 2% of the totalpopulation.
In Israel almost all Christians belong tc tie Esstern churches, the largest beingt he Greek
Orthodox with 42,000 adherents, a ‘similar number Eastern Catholic.churches, the Romah Catho—
lic Church 28,000. By far the smallest are the Pritestant churches, historical- latecume rs
onthe scene and fragmented into wdny tiny groups, tie largest the #nglican with 2200 fol-
lowers. Dissatisfacticn over Israel's a ttitude to Christians that have remently
been voiced emanate mainly from Western churchmen, e specially from auong Protestaht BRI
groups. The main area of conflict is cunnected with active Christian proselytizing. This
can be fully understood only against the background of the trauma of Jews of Furopean ori-
gin, resulting from many centuries of religious persecution in Christian ccuntries. The
pogron was a fequent experience, often assceiated with the celebration of a Christian holi-
day, the hostility of the Christian world was constant and what amounted to furced baptisn
was not uncommon. The Cyristian missicnary-—often using questiunable methuds—
was a figure that struck feer into Jewish communities. Sensitivities became even sharper
after 6 million Jews were killed in the Hplocaust. Every indivicdual survivor was precicus
the more so as some of thuse whe were saved, mustly baptized children, under Christian care,
were lost to bheir people. Such anxieties domot prevail amung most of Israel's Jews, who
come from Muslim lands and have never encountered such activity. It is not found among
Jews from the West who have had the oppurtunity of experiencing an enlightened Christianity
unknown in Bastern Burcpe, as well as the new ecumenical understanding of recent years. But
it remains strung among 2 very small section--mostly extreuwely zealous in their religious
attitudes. It is members of th.s group who have been respunsivle for occasiomal illegal
harasspent of proselytizing groups—-and whe, when caught, have lLeen punished, Tpe sane
group has committed equally fanatical acts against Reform and secular Jews. This group
is & mainstay cof the ultre-Orthcedox Agudat Isracl Party, which Les recently succeeded in
pushing threcugh the Kpeseet [ a Lill which made it an offence tu uffer muney or other
benefit to a persun in order it chanze his religion. The bill as it stands is unexception-
able, It is directed spainst bribery, and is not restricted, as has been misreported, to
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obtaining converts from Judaism, but applies to materdial enticaﬁent' to forsake any religion,
However, its sponsors made it clear that the bill was directed against Christian missiconary
activity. They would have wished to wake this puint more explicit, but-it was cbvicus that
most members of the Knesset weuld not have gone along with them. The fact that it got
through at 'all wes a result of internal political cunsiderations——it was part nf the price
paid byt he coalition Govt for Agudat Israel support on cother matters.

The passing of the bill caused widespread concem among both Jews and Chris tiang in
Israel. Reservations were felt, noti: e ver the wording of the new law, but concerning
possible abuse in its applicaticn. In.reply to Christian leaders the Min. of JuS‘tlL.e

-wrote: "Over the years we have striven to create mutual trust between the dlfferent relig-
ious communities in Isrszel. There is no ingention whatscever on the part of the Israeli
Govt to restrict in any way the relz.gluus freedor of the Christien commun;ty or ianpede
them in the pursuit of normal educational or philanthropic activitdes. 4ny faith or be-
lief should be a matter of free persomal consideration and choice but any attempt tw tuy
souls by means of material inducements is incompatible with elementary human anu religicus
pI‘lrlC.lPleS. Needless to say, the' law applies equally to all religions."

The Attomey'wGeneral promised in writing that he would personally exatnine any instance
in which the law was invoked. Almust a year has passed, and this has not been mcessary.

One' of t.he must hopeful signs in Israel has been the quality of the Christizn-Jewish
dialogue. The country's Myslins are Arabs and su--with a hsndful of exceptions——are the
Christians. Religious dialcgue, nct surprisingly, tends to spill over into polit ical is-

Sgues. Neverﬁleless, within the given lindits, thére is a depth, drectness, and frankness
which promises to provide an exauple for such dialogues the world cver. Tpe Isracl Ipter-
faith Comnittee, and other interfaith institutions are active and effective. They use
their influence quietly in times of difficulties, some of which, one is sorry to record,
are brought about by a tiny minority of Christians who seek o discredit Israel's Gyvem-
ment and pecple. A much larger winority seek to build a bridge towards the Jewish pecple.
There are many Jews, too, who encourage and fake pert in this work of recconciliation.

_ - D ARTICLE..
DATE: 16.11.78 JOURNAL: "HAARETZ" (HEBBLv.f INDEPENDENT A.M.) L]:.T‘I’ER TO EDITOR .
HEADING: "WIIAT DID JESUS: S4Y?n .
_BY- YIGAL YADIN, JERUSALEM (SL‘E SELECTIONS No, 45, page 2 TRANSI.ATOR'S NOTE)

QUOLE : I did not see the article in HA&RETZ to which Mr, Sabah Farid (HMRETZ 9. ll)
refers, but I did not make the remark that was attributed to me in the article.’

In my lecture I said that the words of Jesus, "I Si&Y UNTO YOU: LOVE YOUR ENEMIES, "
which come in oppos:.ti.on to those who say that one is to hate one' 5 enemies, may now be
understood in respect of the belief of the Essenes. In the ertlngs of this sect the
sectarians are indeed commanded to hate their enemies. Prom this, one may cpnelude
t!lat the remarks of Jesus were made 1n 0ppoa:|.t10n to the beliefs of the Essenes.

. END LE‘I‘TER
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