UCCI NEWS CLIPPINGS SELECTION No. 48 (to 26.12,78)

.. SUBJECT 1:. THE HOLIDAY SEASON

DATE: 22,12:78 '\JOUBNAL: JEKUsALEM POST. (ENGLISH AL M. INDEPENDENT) NEWS ARTICLE

HEADING: "BETI/LEHEM'S MAYOR NOPES FOR PRACEUL CHRISTMAS®™

BYLINE : Jerusalem Post Reporter B :

QUOTE :  Meyor Elias Freij f Bethlehem yesterday extended his best wishes to pecple of
every faith who are visiting his tuwn for the holiday seasun...."S peaking as an Arab," the
mayor said, "both Christians and Moslems consider Christmas a hely cceasion, and I don't
think any Arab would do anything to disturb 11;." Visitors who have complaints or special
requests are welcome te call on him, he added, Spesking for Bethelshem's remdents, huwever,
the- mayor indicated thet his Christmas will not be as joyful as he would like. He bemomned
the fact, for instance; that the town's financial condition will prevent him from giving

-municipal workers a hcoliday bonus. His constitutents are also gloomy, he said, because of

ihe bresk in Israeli-Egyptian peace talks, and because of the push to increase Jewish set-

.tk went in the West Bank and Gaza Strip....

Commenting on the army's sequestration of 1,000 dunams of land in nearby Beit Sshur,
he esid, that such ac.ts could nut bLenefit and were not in keeping with the spirit of peace

‘negutiations. He recalled tlat Beit Sahur is also chiepherds Field, where, according to tra-

dition, the angels sang "GLOKY T O GOD IN THE HIGHEST AND OH WARTH GOOD WILL TO MEN, "
Finally, Mayor Freij called con the heads of all charches to agree on a . gingle date

- for the e elebration of Chrlqtmas. Such unificatiocn has heen effected in other coun tries,

but here confusion reigng because of three different dates. DMost observe Dec. 25, but the
Greek Orthodox recuognize January 7th, and the frmenian community January 18..

In Haifa Christmas services have already begun, and will continue until mid-January
at the Scandanavian Seanen's Church. The special celebrstions are for sailors who will be

. at sea on Dec. 25th, Pastor Per Fpye Hansen told THE PUST. Op Sunday the church will hold

services in English and German at 7 p.w. and then in lrwegian at 9. Tpe Ashdod Seamen's

Church will hild its Christmas service next Londay at 7.30 pn. Pastor Hansen is distribute
ing gift parcels to sailors whe are in Isrsel for the holiday. & large Christmas tree, pro-—
videg by the Haifa Municipality, has been set up and decorated inthe church. END AKTICLE

DATE: 24,12, 7% JQUINAL: JERUGAEEM POST HEWS ARTICLE

EEADING: "PILGRILS CROWD TO BETHIBHMM FOR CURISTMAS EVE CRLEBRATICHS™

BYLINE : Haim Shapiro, Jerusslem Pust Keporter

QUOTE -1 Thousands of, Christian pilegriws will cruwd 1nto B thlehem's Manger Square tum.z:ht
to mark. Christmas Evey with security forces du ing their best to insure that no incidents

nar the festivities. The holiday is the first of three Cpristmasses observed yearly in

the Holy land...,Tpe Roman Catholic and Protestant celebration will begin today a2t 12.30 when
Latin Patriarch Giacenu Beltritti leaves Jerusalem fur Bpthlehcm —at the Mar Elias Vonastery -

-he will be greeted by the mayor of Bethlehem, accompanied by mayors of near?by largely Chris-

tian towns of Beit Sahur and Beit Jala. 44 1,30 the Patriarch is scheduled to enter Manger

' Square aceempanied by notables, police and military ¢fficials and hundreds of Christian Loy

and girl scouts, Later at 4.30 the Protestants begin'their festivities with a service in
Shepherds Fleld in Beit Sahur., But the major celebration will be tonite in Manger Square in
front of the Bagilica of t he Nativi ty, the church over the spet un which according to
Christian tradition Jesus was borm almost 2,000 yebrs sgu. Those lucky enough 4o have re—
ceived ‘tickets will attend the Hidnight Mass in 84. Catherine's Church adjoining the basilica.
Others will watch the service on a giant clused-circuit TV screen in the square. But tlere
will be no live TV broadesmst of the mass,  Instead it will be shown from 6.3%0 to 7.3%0 on

" Mondsy evening during Isracl TV's Arabic transmissicn. Isracl li,dio will however broadeast

the mass live on medium wove beginning at 11.45 tonight. B.fure the mass, fromabout 8.3%0
seven choirs frum abroad will sing in the square frum a special platform erected for the
oceasion,  Following the midnight service, m@sses will be said throughout the night in the
Grotto of the Nativity insice the basilica,

As in the past years, entrance to Bethlehem will be restricted to thuse holding
special preses issued by the Govt Tc_-ur'ist_Office (for touris"ts) or the Interior Ministry
(fur local resi-;]ents). In theory, the passes are issued only to Christiang, but in fact
hundreds of Jewish Israelis tum up in Bethelehem tu view the Christmas-.celebrations every
year....In view of the present deadlock in the Igrael-Egyptian peace talks, the security
forees are expected % be ‘even more vigilant than usual in their efforts to pI\,VPnt anv‘
terrorist incident,

YOEL DAR ADDS: In NAZARETH Christmas Tve will be marked by a special municipa 1 re-
ception at the Nazara Cinena. ndreds of clergymen, notables and officials are invited,
The city is specially decorated, mmsic in the main s treet. The:  tradit icnal. mass will b_e
llm'slr_'{ 2t 9 pr in ten Nazareth cliurches.... (JJ'ND ARTICLE) MOKE
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DATE: 25.12.78 JOURNAL: JERUSALEM POST  NEWS ARTICLE (PHOTO INSET CAPTIONED:
Francis Rizk grimly watches an unidentified Lebanese citizen as he
eroticonally éscribes the agony of G ristian Lebanon at a Christmas
prayer-for-peace gathering cutside Dyvid's Tower in Jerusalen yesterday.
NOTE: TIIS WAS JUBSEQUENTLY CORKECTED: SEE FOLLOWINGITEM BH OW)
£Y BYLINE4 Haim Shapiro, Jeruselen Post K purter.
QUOTE: For hundreds of lucal Christians and visiting pilgrims the Christieas festivities
began on a soumbre ncte with a prayer of solicarity for the Christians at Lebanon. Cather—
ing at the Citadel rear Dsvid's Tower in Jerusalen, under the auspices of the Christians
Concerned for Lebanon, the asseubled heard Francis Rizk, political adviser to the Christian
forces in South Lebanon, express his prayers for peace-~for Israel and Lebanon. LAccompany-
ing hinm were some 150 Lebanese Christians who came to Jerusalem for the serviece in trucks,
buses and cars. The Lebancse were mainly eluerly wuen dressed in black and old men, with
only a few young men among then. Tye Singerso f Praise, an interdencminational Christian
chorus, sang the HALLELUJAH Chorus. Fr. Joseph, spiritual leader of the Maronite community
of Jerusalem, brought Frecetings.

In sharp contrast to the siwple Jerusazlen service, the huliday was ushered in with
pomp and ceremuny in Bethlehem as the Latin patriarch entered the tuwn earlier in the Cay.
Thousands of local residents anc visitors stoud in bright, chill}é 3 ghine ta see the

1 ( be sesb s . é peEngatiopal
spectacle....(see previous day's similar comments on p.l describing/cele Jratluns-)_

Today Christmas services are scheduled for Cathelic and Protestant churches throughout
the country, and many hotels are featuring special dinners fur Christian guesis, Some
400 Christmas visitors from Greece and Cyprus, including some UN personnel serving in Cy-
prus, arrived in Haifa on the Greek liner M/S Arion (furmer Israeli flagship NILI) for a
2-day visit, Today 1200 Epglish high school pupils are due for a day—long visit in the
5/s Uganca,

Israel TV was last nicht unable for tke first time to broadecast the traditicnal
Christmas BEve midnight mass from Bethlelehenm beczuse of its cuntinuing wage dip ute
with technicians. £ private film coumpany, huwever, provided live trenmmissicns of the
service to TV statiuns abroad.....

Nazareth locked very hospitable and excepticnally ckean last night, with the main
streets illuminated and cotted with Cpristras trees. Byt tcurists were few, and some even
left to attend Christras services in Bethlehem. "We exmet thuse whow ere in Bethleken for
Christmas Eve to come tv us fur Christwas Day, " tourism officials said. Several dozZen
UNIFIL scldiers had asked for admission tu the nidnight rass (always held at 9 po cut of
censideration for out-of-town guests), but had not picked up their permits by earlyjester—
day evening, Accoerding tou newspaper reports their lsave had been cancelled because of ten-
sion in South Lebanon. Most of the tourists were young Christian volunteers frum kibbutzim
in the North, plus sume 400 men nd women from the U.S. y Canada, and Britain whe are attend-
i_rig 8 2-month course in’ transcendental meditation in Safad, Nearly half of them are
Christians whe asked to take communion. END ARTICLE

DATE: 26.12.78 JOUERNAL: JEKUSALEM PCST  NEWS ARTICLE

HEADING: "BETHLEHEM SECURITY TIGHT FOR CHRISTHAS EVENTS'

BYLINE : Haim Shapire, Jerusalem Post Repurtsr,

QUOTE : Christmas passed without incident in Bethle hen yesterday despite fears by security

forces thd the break in the Israel-ggypt talks or local o pos tion W Israel's autonomy

plan for the West Bank, might encourage terrorism. (Thésg resulted in some delays while

entering and leaving Manger Square on Cpristmas fve and morning., Some local shopkeepers

grumbled over the precautions, claiming they had kept away visitors., But Judean police

commander Sgan-Nitzav Avraham Sastiel, last night tuld the POST he was sure that must

pilgrims understood the need for the security checks. Sastiel also said there were more

cases of jourists csetting drunk than on previcus Christmas Eves. If the drunks did not

make any trouvle, the police left them alune, he seid. But drunks interfering with others,

or sprawled out in am unsightly manner, were taken into the police station until they

sobered up. le said the police did not have any medication for the drunke or ccffee,

"We were nut expecting this protlem and we had other things to worry about," he said.
NQTE: The "UNIDENTIFIED MAR"™ in a phote in yesterday's POST pleading fur the causc

uf Lebanese Christians on Christmas Bye was GIUNT LIVINGSTCNE, a Canadian Evangelist ac-

tive on behalf uf Christians in South Letancn. BND ARTICLE.
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DATE: 20412,78 JQURMAL: YEIUSHIALTON (JEhUSALEM HEBREW WEEKLY) FEATURE ARTIGLE

HEADDNG ¢ "QURISTMAS IN BETIIEHEM" oo

BYLINE 3 Abshalom Ashaxr . .
EXCERPRS) Iyring the xest of the year Dethlehem-Jydah is decp in the slumber of a amall towp
in t he suburbs of Jeyusalem, with a background of disturbances and pulitical deugnstrations
in the West Bank fowns, the Chris¥ian population teking a melatively moderate positicn,

But onee & year the world pemembers Beéthlshem and she ruuses herself from her slumber on the
birthday of Jeésus, according to the inexact ohronology of the Chuteh. 48 Christmmyg approsches
pllgring gather here in the yake of the Star in the Eash, which had once been sean by the
sWergazing magl over the skies of the city by means of their astrologieal wisdom, e astm~
logloal developments whioh preeeded his birth are documented in the New Tostament; ‘'THEN
HEROD CALLED THE MAGY SECRETSY AND INQ UIRED DILIGENPLY OF THE TIME WIEN THE SPAR IAD BEEN
SEEN," (Metshev 248) Vith 4dclatrous paterialisathon of oil lampe and golden balls to 41-
Jusdted Christmas trees, & baly doll with its pagents Miriam and Joseph are slreedy lying
linked % & donkey for the flight intc Egypt,

Dymng the course of @ few hours there will take place in the square a eunfrontation
betveon oultures, encounters between people over & akty which g was a place nams 4n the
Hody Serdptures ip daid oud before Whem in its nakednese ap & Yourist site; In a *- faxf
o wouks to BeWblehey I-mee T8y bthe eabdriver expresses surpyise aboub his fares,,,yhat ape
they lockdng for heye? le findy it S ffiuit wideretanding why Jerwselenites Mke ug wo
are pot plelipocke by or sipdlar pargine) eharaetors, dragging oursslves down Yo Ng¥hd ham
on suoch a eold niyghy, lide wife, he says, is Cheistten, Lut oven she finde 4t suffiolent
%o vatsh TV, (There follows a demoription of the areival in Bethelehem gnd the pant-
camive} atmosphere in the town untkl midndght,) Ab 12 the square is guiekly empbied, A
bishap ¢n holiday yobes who until mgy was occupted with eeremonirl preparstions v vix
invifies from dhe (closed eireuit ¥Y) ssresm shose remaining ¥o pardake of the holy eomminion
in the eourdyard of the whureh, In the square unly a fow groups are seaddered about moving
among $he devout Christlens, 4 eouple Yooking like Lawrence of Avebia and his girlfyiend
Wy % orgsnize something with a monotbpous guitar, a nd all the poor in spirié are gethered

thepe for thedrs 4§ the kingdom of hepyes,

\9!9.11 ¥% Petuyned hone the Foligh Pope was #till deliveping hip sepmon 4pn lpidn 4
coloup Yo the people $hat dygl} in Jordany,  Apd jusy gs he wap beginndng fo of fer hig heap-
ers the Holy Communtep, the Jordanian nat}.onai anthem broke Yhyough l4ke § W gump:emg}'
ﬂ]d elosed the mattery END

DATE; 2§,12,78 JOUHNALy JURUSALDM POST  PRATURE AKYLCLD
HEADi‘NG; W PIGHT FOi SURVIVAL"Y

HELINE § Yitzhak Goldfield
EXCERPTSy The fundsmentgl issyes of Hanuke are still veyy mueh with us, Hanukp reminds us

of the elagh betweem the untversalist and pawticulamist schools of thought, Hellenism sy
ttself as the gpeat collective human culture, open %o all, I¢ dismissed the tredifion and
unigueness of the Jews, It demanded that Jews giye up fheir di¢stingtiyeness for the spke qﬁ.
the Dettorpent of mynkind, In oyr time, too, many uniyeraad gultyres--Maryism, gertain forms
of libemplism and radiegliam) fapoigm, and even monolithie mtima}im-‘.-&m're‘a demanded thag
Joys digsolve and begome pars of "mankind," The same abdtask 48 found &n Christian spiritwnl.
ism 'whtch dendeg the need for a pecple, Israel, or for a State of .. .ufigu Israel}, The N
antiéstonisd repolutions essentially meke the seme ekaim,,,.But Harmka also waypms us of the
Hnits of fundamentalism, It shows the importance of uniting all Jewa, and warns us not to

digmigs apsimilating Jews &8 "Yost,"  HND EXCERPTS,

A/ : J
m" wsd : %3&5?7?9 JOURVALy SMEARIM (POALEI AGUDAT YTSKARL A,M, HEBREY) NEWS ARPICIE
HEADINGg "CHIEF RABBE O,YOSEF WAHNS AGAINST RENEWAL OF ACTIVE™ DY MISSION SECTS IN ISHAELM

NOTE  § (8ee SELECTIONS Noy 47, By}, first item, to which $his is identical,)

DATE; 98,32,78 JOURNAL; AL HAMIGHMAR (HHB AM MAPAM) .. A¥3 NEWS ARTICLE
HEM}“-}! MWHY DED KOLLEK NOT DINE WI'O! THE GRANDZON OF PIE RAIGBR?™
PYLINE ; Opbyiel Stemn
SUMMARY > @ prespondent investiggtes the abgence of Jerusalem Mayor Teddy Kollek from a
fegtive eolebrption at the Luthergn Opureh of the Redeemer in the Qld City on the oecasion
of the 8@th gnniyereary of itg dedieation by the Kadapr Wilhelm of Geympny in the presence
of d&sﬂtﬁgués_g;grgp’gem tiongl and reldgiocus-gnesde and the grandson of the Kn_is_ert_ The _xaq&
yesgop yes Rot preyelsetion grugonents i Kolickls dbapleasure afthe invitationy peading
"THE Mmmmﬁ“mwm GHURCH TN JO " The yyiter points cfut_ t, apprt from the Ang’.%f
c‘ﬁ{s. mo ather Protestant .chureh had obtained offigsal gomunity gtetip in lsrael,

END THAMBCHLPTION 29412,76/1b



