UCCL NEWS CLIPPINGS SELECTIONS No. 49 (to 29.12.78)
SUBJECT 1: PRESIDENTIAL INVITATION TO POPE

DATE:® 29.12,78 JOURNAL: JURUSALEM POST (ENGLISH A,M. INDIPENDENT) NEWS ARTICLE

HEADING: "POPE ASSURED OF WARM WELCOME HERE--NAVOR" (PHOTO INSET: PRES NAVON "GREETING
BYLINE : Jerusalem Pust Reporter EI{EPRESE'.FJTATIV}:}S OF ISRAEL'S CHKRISTIAN
HUOTE  : 41 a reception for leaders of the country ! (COFMUNITIES. AT BEIT HANASSI YESTERDAY ) _
Christian communities at Beit Hanassi yesturday, Prosident Yitzhak Navon said that Pupe ;
John Paul IT would be a welcome guest in Isracl, "I am certain that I am expressing the
feelings of both the peuple and the government of ]_strael when I say that it would give us
great pleasure to sec His luliness among us end to receive him with the respect and hon-
our that is duc to him, " Wavon said,

The President expresscd scrrow st the death of tre Pope's two predecissors this year,
and said he had heard of the degire to visit the holy places which John Paul expressed
at his Christmas Eve mass st the Vatican on Sunday. Seurces in Beit Hanassi said last nite
that the President had not iasued either a furmal or infumal invitation to the Pope to
visit, Asked if the President had cunsulted with the Prime Minister before making his
statenent, a source close to Navon said that "of course, the Pres. is in constent touch
- with thé Premier,

The Apostolic Delegate to Jerusalem, Msr., Wm. Carew, told AP that he doubted the Pope
would visit here in the near future, because John Paul plans to tour Mexico next month,
and may visit his native Fuland in the spring. 1In wddition, Carew said, tle delicate
mature of the peace neggtiations alsm made this the wrong time for a visit. Were the
current pope to come, hewuld be the 2nd 4o make a pilgrimage to te Holy Land. Pope Paul
VI, whu died this year, tiured the country in 1964.

The Holy See does not have formal diplomatic ties with Israel. (Relig. Affairs

HMin. fharon Abuhatseirs and officials ¢f various ministries atiended the reception.)
END REWS ARTICLE
DATE: 29.12.78 JOURJAL: HA'ARETZ (HEBREW A.M. INTEPENDENT) NEWS ARTICLE
IEADING: "PRESIDEIT HOLDS RECEPTON FOK CHHISTIAN COMMUNITIES T0 GKEET NEW YBEAR: "WILL
WELUOME POPE IF HE COKES TO VISIT HOLY 4 TES". (PHOTO INSET: PRES, AT KECEPTION )

QUOTE : The Preisdent of the State, L. Yitghak lavon, yesterday hLeld a reception for
the heads of the 26 Christian communities in hunsur of the New Year. In his greeting
to the heads of the communities the President said that Israel - - _ regards it as a
moral obligation to guarantee to the members of all peoples and all faiths freedom of
worship and free access to the holy places, This policy, he stated, exists from the
very beginning of the existence of the Stote of Isxael, and has found its expression in
the Declaration of Independence of the State of Israel. Peaceful co-existence anong all
faiths and communities in Israel exists in fieory and in practice, and must be weserved
and cultivated, )

The President expresged his regret at the death=of two Popes in the year past, and
noted that he had hf—:ard? he degiret of Pope John Paul II to visit the holy places. The
Presid ent of the State expressed thé opiniun of the people and of the & % Government of
Israel "that it would be pleasure to gsee him anong us and to recelve him ‘cordially and
respectfully. " Min., of Relig.Aiffairs My, Aharon fAbu-hatzeira, conveyed the greect-
ings of his office, nuting that the State of Israel guards the holy places and the exist-
ing status quo regarding them. Tye Patriarch Benedict, head of tIe Greek Orthodux com-—
munity, responded with #rectings in the name of the heads of the Christian commmnities,
and pointed to the good relations existing between the State of Igrael and the Christian
compunities and believing Christians, Taking part in the rcception were alsy senior offic-
ials in the Min. of R.lig. Affairs, the Foreign Ministry, the Interior Ministry, and the
Police Department of Israel, as well as members of the Israel Interfaith Committee, END

- DATE: 29,12.78 JOUINAL: DAVAR (HISTADRUT AM HEB) NEWS ARTICLE

HEADING: "PRES. NAVON HAS INVITED THE POLE TO VISIT ISHAEL: IMVITATION OFFICIAL WITH THE
'KNOWLEDGE OF THE PRINE MINISTER"

BYLINE : Danny Bloch and Tova Zinuki, Davar Correspondents.

QUOTE : The oral invitati.n which President Yitwhak Navon made 1o the Pope to visit

Israel is an official one frum tle Sgate of Isrhel, Authorized official’ circles have

stated that the invitation wes made with the knowlédge of P.M. Monahem Begin, After the

Pope had steted during the Christmes Mass in thel Church of St.. Peter tha he is restrained

from visiting the holy places in Israel, the President consulted with the Prime Minister_

about extending an invitaticn tu the pope, end tle Prime Minister pruposed that the P;-es:.-—

dent extend an invitation corally at a suitable occasion, which occurred at the reception

held for the heads of the Cpristian commupities. Governnent sources have said that until
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now there have been nu contacts with the Vatican on this subject. At the reception Zor
the leads of the Christian conwynities the President said: "Several days ago I heard
of the desire of His Holiness Eope Juhn Faul IT 40 visit the huly places. I am confident
that I an expressing the vpiniin of the peuple and Government of Israel if I should say
thdt it wuld be a pleasure t. see hin amwng us and -t. welcome him cordially and respect—
fully,” The President-also said that Isresl rvgards it as a moral obligation to guarantee
freedow of worship and free access to the hely places fur all peuples and faiths.

The (mests were also greeted by the Min. of Relipg., Affairs A, Atuhatzeira. On behals
of the guests Patriarch Benedictus of the Orthodox Church responded. Alsu present were
Mayor of Je usalen Teddy Koliek and the Dejuty of the Gredk Latholic Church Apchinmandrite
Lutafi L'aham. As usual, the head of the Cathulic Church, Apchbishop Giacomo Beltriti,
was absent., [ ARTICLE, '

DRiB: 29.12,78 JOULNEL: AL UAMISIMAR (FikaM AM HEB) NEWS ARTICLE

HEADING: "THu PRESIDERT INVITRES TUE POPR"

BYLINE : Gabriel Stern, AL DAMISLMAL Corwesyundent.

QUOTE : "I ai: confident that I an expressing the opinion....(as abova)" This was stated
yesterday by the President of Hie State of Iz rael, Yitgzhak Navon, in reply to the wish
expressed by the Fope several days ago to visit the holy places. (ks will be recalled,

the late Pope Paul VI visited Isrsel in 1964, a nd the same year the present Pope arrived
here ag a pilerin when he vas Archbishop of Cracow.) e Fresident was speaking at the
traditional annual recepiion for tie. heads of the Christian comrunities to mark the new
civil year, and noted, among other things, that the meeting underscores anew the spiritual
heritage, the biblical foundations, and the unifying role of this land in the moral life

of mankind. Ie emphacized that -peaceful co--existence among all faiths and communities erists
+in Israel both in theory and in practice in accordance with the undertakings of the Declara-
tion of Independence of tie State of Israel, and this is to be guarded and cultivated in

‘order to deepen the constriciive dialogue among ihem.

The President promised that in the future, as in the past, the heads of the communii les
(about twelve in number) will find a listening ear A% the Presidential Kesidence as well us
understanding for their high positions. l» held up for praise the efforts of Christian
groups to search fur their mots in Tereel hy means of study and research.

In speaking';-xhout tle peace effurts, the President noted, that not all the obstacles
had been removed, but "the distance we had covered in the journey to peace was far greater
than the distance remaining to overtake it, and when peace cores, it will be a message
not only for the peoples of the region, but for all mankind. "

To the right of the President sat the Fatriarch of the Greck Orthodox Church, Benedic*us
the First, 87 years of apge, who greeted the President in t.e name of his colleagues on the
occasion of this first meeting with him, and praised the good relations existing between
the .clurches and the Government of Igreel. bringing good wishes for peace. To the left of
the FPresident sat the Amienian Patriarch, Elisha II ‘Pardarian, and also the General Direcior
-of the hin. of Relig. Affairs, Israel Lippel. T,e Min., of Rolig. Affairs, Aharon Abubatzeira,
also spoke, stressing the expansion of activities in the Department for Christian Affairs,
whose Director, Daniel Rogsing, was tlie moderator of t he ceremony. END A RTICLE

IaTE: 29.12.78 JOUMNAL: YGDIOT AKHRONOT (HER PM IND)  MEWS ARTICLE
HEADING: "ILE PRESIDELT HAS INVITED Thi: POPE TO VISIT ISHAEL" (PHOTO T14SET: PRES NAVOR
YESTERDAY LELD A RECEPITON FUit LiADS OF CLRISTIAN COMMUBIIT ES AT THUE ONSET OF
TUE NEW CIVIL Yi AR ) .
BYLLWE: MenalLem Barash, Correspondent of Yediot hkhronot. )
QUOTE : An official imvitation to Pope John Paul IT to wake a pilgrimage to Isreel, to cone
to’ Jarusalem, and to visit the sacred places of Christianity was extended yesterday by the
Fres. of the State of Igrasl, Yitzhak Navon, in the course of the New Year reception for the
heads of the Christian commumities at the Pregidential Residence., "Several days ago," the
President remarked to some 50 clergymen who stand at the head of 26 Cyristian communities
in Israel, "I listened to the exuression of the desire of His Huliness John Faul IT to vi=it
the holy places. I am confident....(as above). The President again repeated the assurance
that the Govt of Igrael would spare no effort to see to it that all the holy places would
remain open to members of all faiths and beliefs. "We feel it is a moral obligation," he
said, "to guarantee....(as above) (MOST UF THE BALALCE OF ARTICLE HEPEATS ILFORMATION AS
ABOVE, AND CONCLUDES:) This is the first tinme that, -at the Fresident's request, the gathering
was opened with the reading of a chapter of the Bpok of Psalms by Yosi.Banai, Also heard
were musical excerpis played on & harp. D AHTICLE. p
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SUBJECT 2, INTERFAITH

DATE: 29,12.78 JOUKNAL: MAARIV (HEB PM InD)  NEWS ITEM

HEﬂDHJG: "]‘-'IIEP-{BEHS OF INTERPAITH COMMITTER PHOPOSE; CONFEHGCE IN CAIKO"

BYLINE Yosef Zuriel

QUOTE 1 Clergymen &nd public figures, Jews, Christians, and Maglims, working in Israel
within the frawework of the Interfaith Comuittee, are seeking to cultivate contacts with
bersong and clerical leaders in Egypt for the Purpose of holding an interfaith confersnca
in Cairo. These efforts were made known yesterday in the course of a one~day conference
sponsored by the Interfaith Comnittee to mark the occasion of 30 years of activity, This
Comr_ni__.ttee operates under the aegis o? van ous organization, and active in it are clergy
af $he three faiths as well as public figures, BwD

DATE: 15.12.78  JOUKNAL: ISKATL NACHRIQUTEN (GER:AN 1ANGULGE)  Book REVIEW
HE_ADﬁIG: "STFMON SCHOON & HEINZ KREMERS: NES AMIM—-A CHRISTIAN EXPERTMENT IN ISRARL "

BILINE : Erich M, Lehmann

UMARY+ This ia a brief book review "t a work written by the Pastor of Kes Apim,

a Dutchman, ang Prof, Dr. H,in Kremers, a German, dealing with tue founding and development
of the first Chiristian settlement village in Israel since its inception 16 years ago by
"Christian Zionistg™, The reviewer discusses the wontrasfing church backgrounds of the
founders, the a ttitudes towards missiong auong them, their churches, anong Jows. The
reviewer finds the story inspiring.. 12 "8 Chrigtian settlement in Tsrsel today which enjoys
friendly relations with its Jewish and Arab neighbours...a golden mean towards the succes .
ful achievenent of its goal, namely, taking part in the work of building up Igmel," ®END

TR B9 MATO IANDNAT. Tharearin posT (6L M 10D)  wusIC FaviEw
HEADING: "IT wre wpypeom STAY INGh

P+ wura Sowden
fﬁfm(;l H(),;e .?:;SSMLBCT@K)MS DA CHORAL COLCEW (Binyanet Ha'ooun) Pess s, ohULS fron
Pive wel W.sh), Belgium, Spain, South Africa, USA, Sweden wingers of Praise (Israel)

® Well-filled hourg truly made a marathon at the Rixsenay Ha'QOoma (Dee, 25th), fen
choirs, totaling mope than 30 SIngers, .. W st 1 the songs by the visiting choirs yere, o
Course, of Thvisdian "nd Christmag conten=, (There lleows a description of the various

: \

Fj,n;i:ll_y,ﬂ the Sincers of Praige Chamber Choir fa Baptist group in I_Israel) combined i th
the Swed:r.ah Slngers and the Hetanya Orchestra for the "Messi.gh'!. Conductor Sauuel Lewis
kept a fhrm hang over singers ang Players, getting fine tone from the strings, Though al-.

lowing few variations of tempo, he was Syupathetic to tue s0loists, three of whom were frop

America: Nmel Wilson, a clearsinging foprano, Gabriel MelMyllin, & Pleaging tenor.. ,and Davig

Baker, 3 fine bass,_..E_sﬂier_ Choresh (_of Israel), déspite much vibratg in her alto, sang wall,

toa, Choimaster Martha Murphey took over the baton for the Hallelujah Onorus. It wag
well worth staying til11 Near midnight for it all, JND AIITICLE,

END THAUSCRIP Moy 12,11.79/mb



