UCCL NEWS CLIPPINGS SRLECTIONS No. 61 (to 2.7.79)
SUBJECT ONE: JERUSALE!

DATE: 29.3,79 JOURNAL: ISRAEL TODAY (NOKTHRI DGE, CAL.) ENGLISH FEATURE ARTICIE
HEADING: "A TALE OF TW BISHOPS"

BYLINE : SOPHIA WIATT

EXCERPTS: The first Anglican bishop to be congecrated in Jerusalem after the eptablishuent
of the clurch in the Middle Bast was Michael Solomon Alexander, a converted English Jew.
This was in 1841, Today the incumbent is Bishop Faik Ibrabim Haddad, the first Arab bishop
in the Anglican See in Jerusalem, and most likely the first of a new succession of Arab
bishops....Will it affect the relations of the Arab popula tion in Jerusalem with, the Jews?
Bow did this Christian Arab come to this position? The latter is answered simply by Bishop
George Appleton, the last Anglican Archbishop in Jerusalem from 1969 to 1974, whom I met
gome months ago in Jerusalem when I was invited to be a guest participent at ilhe third
plenary meeting of the Jerusalem Committee. Bishop 4ppleton is nowa member of the Committee,
He told me that since the majority of Christians in Jerusalem are Arabs, it was perfectly
natural for them to have an Arab bishop, and they were able to do this after the Archhisiop
of Canterbury in 1976 granted autonomy to the Anglican Cliurch in the Middle East.

I interviewed Bishop Appleton in the King David Hotel, and was later received by
Bishop Haddad in the Close of St. George's Cathedral in East Jemsalem. These meetings
revealed the contrasis in these men who represent the same church. Bishop Appleton waz
born in Wndsor, BEngland, and educated at Cambridge University....now 76 years old...
Bishop Haddad probably in his 50's, was born in Tulkharin between Nazareth & Jerusalem,
and his family moots in Christianity go back to Aposiolic days. He was educated at the
American University at Beirut....he was reserved to the point of secrecy. I ¥ ammed more
about him from Bishop Appleton and from reading the Los hngeles BEpiscopal Ngwe on his
visit to L.A. in 1977 ‘han fiom our conversation across the great desk of his office...

The Bishop said: "I am #ired," as he sank into his chair with a sigh. Of ¢ ourse, Ye -
had just returned from Beirus and ther woro fiphting then. Perhaps I could getis one ingide
information, I thought, so I asked him about the right wing Christisan Arabs in Lebanon.
where are leftists and rightists in all groups," said Bishop Haddad. "It is an economic
struggle." Jerusalem was still aglow from the gre~t wisit of Sadat. What did Bighnn 77774
think of that? He drily enswered, "When Pres. Sadat came to Jerusalem, only the Mayor of
Bethlehenm was invited, but no clericz.™ This emphasdized Bishop Appleton's remarks when lo
said, "One of the great Lolhcrs out here is that except for the West Bank there's next
no contadt between Arabs and Tsraelis, so they don't really know one another. W '

Put what of his successor, Bishop Haddad? Since they represented e same church,

would they share the same opinions? "My successor is an Arsb," said Bishop Appleton, g0
ne feels differently." But nevertheloss he thinks the bishop is quite a reasona ble per=on.
e deals with the Israeli authorities in a pragmatic kind of way, but naturally he feels
like an Arab in his ‘imner feclings, just as I feel English in some wayd...He thinks it
right that Palestinian< should heve a homeland of theix owm, and T must go to his aid on
this. I want Israel to be secure, happy and an accepted country, but I want the Palestinian
“refugees alsa to have some homeland of their own, where they too can build up a nation ‘ne
game w ay that the Jews have built up & wonderful nation in a period of 30 gpears. One of
the things we should work for today is that Israel should have secure and defined borders arl

be mccepted as part of the Middle Bast by neighbouring Arab countries in the way Pres.
Sadat professed to acceptthe presence of Israel lere." Bishop Appleton would like to see

the PIO rescind the Palestine National Covenant (...which explicitly states its intention
of destroying the State of Isra.el).,..

Trere is one strong plateau of  consensus between Jows and Arabs, though seen perhaps
from opposite ends of the political telescope, and that is on the question of interna Siar-
alization of Jerusalem. Neither Arabs nor Jews went it. Said Bishop Appleton: "They
don't want people from the west coming in and t aking charge." Teddy Kollék put it more
bluntly at one of the meetings of the Jerugslem Committee: "Iyternationalization would,
mean inviting anyone in--Russians, Chinese--Tpe existing law which pe mits the great re-
ligious sites in Jerusalem to be administered under t. he autonomy of the respective religions
actually adds up to a de facto internaticnalization. Bishop Appleton agrees that this is
a friendly law, but the Arabs would probably preferto have the Tloly City under their suver-
eighty... . Why did the bishop agree to serve on this international advisory » '~ roomind + eg
The bishop & nzwered: "Because I love the Holy City and wants its welfare and because I
am anxious for the happiness of all its citigens, including the preity. big Arab community
in East Jerusalem. ‘Ao I am a merber out of my very high respect and affection for Mayor
Kollek and his intentional policy of doing everything he can for tlze happiness of all ‘he
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to put the case for the irab ~'ieere A7 Tor aslom. aul ka 4n it reasonably, in the hope
that a little understanding explanaiion might help the whole gituation." Though the J7''m
Committee has members from tour continent, it has regularly extended invitations to Arabs
of rank too, to join the committee, but ro far they mve not mccepted. Bishop Appletoi’ s
presence and the respect-in which he is held, undoubtedly my help soften this decision.

He believes the Arabs have not so far accepted because they have a strong feeling of solid-
arity and don't want to step o1t of line without the consent of a bigger section of their
own commnity. And vhat did the good bisiiop faink of Sadat "stepping out of line "7

"Pres. Sadat is an extraordinary person with great courage, and very few people lave
got that. And thank God, a Muclim was ready to take this initiative." :

(The balance of the article deals vith political and sociological aspects of the
Arab-Israeli conflic*, end concludes: “n cousinhood, Jews & Arabs may find a niveau of
tolerance as reighbouvs, and from thexz scale the heights to a genuine s elf-flowering :
friendship. In the meantime, the presa ce of man of good will such as Bishop Appletor;
with open access equally to Arabs and Jews may hasten the day.) ERD ARTICLE

DATE: 24.5.79 JOUIMAL: JGERUSALEM POST (ENGLISH A.M. INDEPENDENT) EDITORIAL

HEADING: "THE PEACE OF JEHTSALEI! ' ' _
EXCERPTS: Toda;fﬁsr;ael merics Lue 12%h anniversary of the beginning of a period of Jern -
lem's history the li%e of wiich Israel's andt he Jewish peoplés capitel Wve never be.-‘.‘b]_ @
enjoyed....These years have been a perod of unprecedented. total freedom of movemwn® @il
worship throughout thec ity that is Jew~y's first and only Holy City, Christendom's {1i-i--
after Rome and Beth’chem--and Islam's third——after Mecca and Medina, Israel can pnié-' re-—
ject Arab, Moslem, and even some Chrigtian plaints about the intolerability, to them, of
Jemsalem'_s_'present situation. It is Intolerable only to those to whom the very idea of
Jewish sovereignty in general and Jewish sovereisnty over Jerusalem in particular are iz
tolerable. Those concerned about frcedom of movenent and worship and even with the frcodom
of the different faiths peaceably to conduct ‘heir denominational affairs can only .celohrat

the transfipuration of Jerusalem since the end of the Jordanian occupation on-Jun 7, 1927,

DATE: 25.6.79 JOURNAL: JERUSALEM POST  LEMMER TO EDITOR ( BN EXCER:S)
HEADING: "SPIRLT MORE SACRED THAN STORES" \

SIGNED: Fr. Daniel (Oswald Rufeisen, OCD) HATFA _ _
QUOTE: After having read your editorial of May 24, I am astonished to see once again e
list of -the "cities" holy o Christians, with Rome in the first place. This is certainly
pot true for hundreds of millions of Orihiodox and Protestants. I believe that, if it i a
question of the impertamce of t he events which occurred in these cities, then every -Chwis-
tian will say that Jerusalem is much more imporant than Rome: (see the letter of Fr. Bar-
atto of June 5th). Eowever, as Carigtians, I believe we should avoid talking about "Holy
Land, " "Holy Citien;" and "Holy Places." I don't feel obliged to follow the Crusaders"®
form of religion or the way of swaking of certain periods of history. We do not find.-
"Holy Places" in the words of Jecus as transmitted by thd Gospels, nor in teachings of the-
spostles and the Church's dochizine. Moreover, the general Christian position regarding the
-authenticity of those pla~ecs must be decided by competent archaelogists and is not a matter
of faith. The Byzaniines ccntired their liturgy on the celebration of the mysteries, resell
ing the events of Jesus's life. To do this, they chose certalin places in ourcountry, som»
of them authen*ic, oihers mnore or less s0. - '

I.heve lived in Israel 20 years and for 15 years I have guided pil.f_';rims from diffazen?
countries of the world, There are two ways of approaching the Christian pilg:r:irrﬁge:' eitier
take people from one "iloly Place" to another, or try to help them relive the events of the
Bible and of the 1ifz of Jesus by getting s hem to understand how things happemed, love *he
country as a whole, its landscapg, the People of the Covenant, Jews and Samaritans, ard al-
s0 the native Christians. This is tue way that I bave chosen, .and most pilgrims sccept i
with enthusiasm.’ T am no% indifferent to the historical links betweem the topography ard
the Scriptures, but let us not speak about Holy Places, if it means that the s tones. hava
become sacred and supsrior to Habot'svineyard. : . :

Let us leave the I_sraelis_.and"thé Palestinians to search for a solution for Jerusalam
which will ,respépt their respective rights. I helisve this is possible. But let us not
mx up this aim with our clalws to rights in the name of religiots principles which are dis-
putable. Ido not think there is any need for intermational gurantees of free access to
~ places venerated by followees of all three monotheistis religions beyond those provides by
the Israeli Govt....We rely on the civilian authorities of Israel to enable Christianz o
tour the country and understend ard relive thecircumstences in which God spoké “to man, But
His image is more sacred than any place or any object in the world. END LETTER =
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W 6. 79 JOURMAL: ISRAEL HEBDO (TELAVIV) FRINCH FEATURE A RTICLE T
rupilild: "DR. PLUSSER, THE GIURCH & THE CURISTIANS." BULINE: Ruben Kanalestein (Trenslated
SUMMARL: This is a feature based on an interview with (by Fanny Korman)

br. Flusser, extremely enthusiastic, uncrigical...Flusser is ™ veritable prophet," "a Jew
+ho has understood Jesus, another Jew destined to arvuse the Gentiles." Cited are familiar
slaimg of Christian distortion of the true Jesus, who is being recovered by the brilliant
philological, historical and literary research of the professor who is a master of Greek

and Aramaic, inh addition to numerous vther languages, who is at home in traditional Jewish
sources and Christian sources. Instances are cited of the Jewishness' of Jesus, which
Flusser alleges were misunderstwod not only by later Christians but by the. writers of the
Gospelsa...although he finds Luke more reliable than the others. Jesus was not a nationalist,
but & devout Orthiodox Jew whose message has been misunderstood from the time of the earliest
Christisns. Jesus "did not foresee a Christianity whirh would pray to him and not to God,
which would pray to his mother and not the Deity. He himself said that itw ould not avail
toe ry 'Lord, Lord," but to do the will of the Father.™ ' ' '

QUOTE: "™y - . ¢ . duty is to open the mouPh of Jesus so that the Christians are able
to hear his words after 2,000 years. If Jesus were to return, I am certain that be would
go to pray in a synagogue and not in a curch. Wat is it that a church could have in
common with Jesus! And this is what I have told the highest Christian avthorities every
i I bave had the opportunity....There is no Jewish apologetics in my woik, only scienre
The Jewd detest me because 1 admre Jesus, and t he Christians look askance at me because
I exph in to them that they have not understood Jesus for 2,000 years because of their
ignorance of Judaism which has been accompanied by antisemitism. Nevertheless, historic
truth is on my side....reality is cooperating with me...." D SUMMARY & EXCERPTS.

DATE: 29.6.79 JOURNAL: JERUSALEM POST FEATURE ARTICLE IN SERIES "STREET PEOPLE: No. 17
HEADING: "BIN GORION REVISITED (PORTHAIT OF AUTHOR & HISTORLAN MICHA YOSKEF:BERDWLZEWSKI)
BYLINE : Helga Dudman '

SIMMARY & EXCERPTS: This is a 2l-page feature about a radical Jeme?%ﬁ{&mr who, among
other things, concocted theories about the "historical Jesus". (The feature is named "Strect
People" because it is based on vignettes about personalities for whom streets. in Telaviw
have b een nemed.) The feature writer bepins her article, as follows: In what I like 1o
think of as & Chagall-style vision, the ghost of the historical Jesus can, without too much
difficulty, be made to float problematically over Rehov Berdyzczewki.....For although Micha
Yosef Berdyzczewki (1865-1921) is best known for his stories of Jewish life in Eastern Fu-
rope, he himself consid ered his research into early Jewish history, the Samaritan tradition
and the origins of Christiamity to be his most important contribution. One result of this
research was a r adical theory about the man wiio became the Christ of the New Testament, Ber-
dy ewski dealt with the subject at a time when doing so was even less acceptable than it is
togay in Jewish cfircles. His theory, based on a passage in Josephus Flavius's WAES OF THE
JEWS (Chapt 5) was that the "real" Jesus was not Jesus of Nazareth at all, but another Jee:
entirely...Yeslm ben Hanan, aho lived nearly 40 years later.than Jesus son of Mary...who
wandered around Jewrusalem before and during tle: Roman siege forabout T years erying "Woe
‘to the City, the people, and the Sanctuary:" and predicted its destruction....This Jesus was
killed by accident--by a stone from a catapult—during the siege in 70 CE. Another referenns
to Jesus by Josephus, this time in the ANTIQUITIES, fits the spirit of the New Testeament
version. It has been much discussed by scholars, and is widely thought to be a later in-
gertion by another writer. But then, as Prof David Flusser pointed out in a negative cri-
tique on Berdyzczewski's theory, about 20 people called "Yeshu" are referred to in Josephus'
voluminous writings. (The article then progeeds with extensive biographical material abou’
the subject, including his name change to Bin-Gurion prior to the name change of David B.G.,
and towards the closeo f the £ eature returns to the subject's theories about Jesus.)

pavid Flusser's refutation (of the subject's theory about Jesus) appeared in a detailed
article in HA'ARETZ in 1959....He arrayed a mass of scholarly data against the theory...the
real difficulty, says Flusser, is that MIJB's Jesus dies in the year 70, three years after
the death of Paul, which is inconsigtent with the early history of the ehurch.....In THE
TRIAL & DEATH OF JESUS by Supreme Court Justice Haim Cohn, which refers to MJB's book on
Jesus in a footnote, but does not mention his theory...Jystice Cohen writes of the "depres-
sing" Jewish ban on New Testament study." MNJB, we now know, was one of the few who defied

this ban...BD SUMVARY & EXCERPTS

MORE
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S_UBJECT TURER: "ThE MISSION "

. DATE: 22.6.79 JOURNAL: MAARIV (HEBREW P.M. IND.) NEWS ARTICLE o
HFADING: “THE PROPUET" AND IS, WIFE BAVE LEFT ISRAEL BEFORE THEIR TRIAL: :
TE POLICE: "WE ERHED IN PEMMITTLHG'D HEM TO LBAVE." TELY ARE CONDUCTING ANTI-
TSRARL PHORAGANDA IN USh. .. KEY WITNESSES:, WIfIEY HAVE THREATENED US" .
BILINE : Furith Dovrat . %
QUOTEB : "The Prophet n  Aharon Levy, and nis wife Helen, directors of the sect "Beth-El
Zion" in Azur, are at present in pallas, Texas, in the Ush, and they are managing &
branch of "Beth E1" there. They had been arrested some three months ago on suspicion
of subnitting false affidavits at the Rabbinic Court, as having been party to.and having '
incited others to obtain Tdentity Certificates and New Inmigrants Certificates illegally,
and on suspicion of offences agginst Customs Regulations and Income Tax regula tions.
They w eTe aftervards released on bail pending trial. '

e affair of "Bethel Zion" and the prophet Levy ®as exposed by MAARIV, and the sbund-
ant meterial gathered in the United Stetes and in Israel was conveyed to the police at
_the tine. The Chief of the Frauds Investigation Livision, officer Gabriell, set up a
gpecial investigative team, and had the Levy eouple arrested, and also i‘ounﬂ.‘ wuch material
in t hei~ home which linked them to illegal financial and religious activity. The pass-
ports of Aharon and Helen Levy and the ball money were deposited with the police, which
continued its investigation along various lines. About two weeks ago the Levys appealed
to the Telaviv Court for the retum of their passports in order to visit the U.S. Despite
the fact at the police investigation was gtill going on, and ’ _.  two important
witnesses the had lived at "Bethel" for several years were due to arrive in Ismael in or-
dert o tesi.fy before the court, the police permitted the departure of the Levys from
Israc}. Judze David vallach approved the Levy request to leave the country until the

end of Augusi, and ordered the geposit of a sun. of IL 50,000. With the approval of the
Frauds Divisim, the Lovys 1eft thecountry a few days ago- w2 '

A senior imrestigator in the Police admitted tn the MALRIV correspondent_that it was
an e.ryvor on the part of the police that permitted- the geparture of t he "prophet™ and

his helper (his wife) from Tsrael only a few months before the conclusion of their trial.
He confirmed thet the police should have submitted an opinion to the Court in wich it
expressed its oplosition to the couple's request to leave the couxntry.

Notwithstanding thegrmggi effor . invested in the investigation and in the hearing of
the pr e-trial testimony of former mewbers of the sect — Lunda and.Bill Hicks, who had
been granted immunity and Imd testified about the activities of the "Bethel” sect - the
sect leaders mucceeled in getting to the U.S.A, Dyring a phone conversation-yestez_jcipy.
botween the MAARIV crrespontent and Dallas, Texas, she was told that hharon and Helen
Levy are appearing ‘av mass mextings, are speaking against the State of Isrmel, and are
geeking aid froumthe pablic to ~onduct their. legal defence. '

pharon and Helen Levy for yers directed "Beth E1" in Azur, preached fai th in Jesus
gnd in the prophet Levy, wthe acssenger of the Lord™, raised such money—--according o
then, for the purpose of putting up ‘a-tabernacle for the believers of the sect in Israel.
In thegourse of their activiiies, they - bruught to Israel Chrisfian couples who were mr—
. ried at the Rabbinate accordiy to Jewish religious law, and received Tdentity Certific-
ates and’ New Tanigrant Certificates. In these instances, Aharon Levy gave a declaration
conceming their Jewishness, and thus they .« obtained the rights of new immigrants.
The couple's activitias and #e Ottoman Sociely which they set up is being investigated
also by the income tax and cuztoms authorities. Notwithstanding the suspicion that they
had conmitted illegal acts to a cunsiderable extent, thede Bodies did not seek an order
delaying thelr departure from Tarael. ' ' '

Iunda and Bill %icks, the gouple that stayed at "Bethel, related in a telephone con=
versation from Dallas that threants have been mide in recent days on the t elephone, in
vhich they are boing accused of attacking "the prophet', and they are afraid of revénge.
They add: "We 1id not believe that after-all the troubles we went through whén Re were
piding from the prophet in fear, and after all the bother in Isgge% Oj&gl'lhsealing our
testimony, they would et Levy come to the United States where X i nis followers
91}9}}1: a wischhunt against him." _

mwad o' Akin", the organization which fights against the Migsion, has sent 2 telegram
to the Mirister of Interior, Dr. Yosef Burg, agking that he investigate "the departure
from Israzl of the missionary involved in criminal proceedings even before he has been

o 3 i o 5]
hynoht o trial.’ END ARTICLE MGRE
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DATE: 2.7.79 . JOURNAL: "HAMODIYA" (ILEBREW AM AGUDAT YISRAEL) NEWS BRILF
HEADING: "R&BBI LORINCZ ON THE HYELS OF A CONVERSATION WITH THE MILISTER OF EDUCETION
DEMANDS REMOVAL OF CHILDREN FROM CHRISTLAN CONVENT IN JERUSA "
BYLINE: Our Correspongent in the Knessct .
QUOTE : M.K. Rabbi Shlomo Lorinez again appesled to the Minister of Education & culture,
Mr.%Z. Hammer, with the demend that Jewish echildren should in no case be found in the
Christian convent in the Ayn Kerem neighbourhood of Jerusalem. In the c ourse of an it m&)
that was p_nblished concerning supplementary courses of s tudy for the care (of the rﬁ%
it was mede clesr that .Jewlsh children are being educated in the convent, and that the
school in this framework is maintained by the __M'j;his'try of Fducation & Culture, and is
subject to its supervision, and also receives support from the Welfare Dept, and it is
for this reason that the supplementary course. of study for teachers caring for retarded
children was held there in the fromework of the Neit Hacerem college for education.

In his reply to the Parliamentary Query of Rabbi Lorincz, Cabinet Minister Hammer
claimed that as long as there are children in the convent, his office must provide educa-
tional scrvices, all the more when there is no other suitable school in the area, He
* added that his office employs a staff of teachers in the school and provides a budget
for pedagogical eouipment in accordance with availability and need, and that - .. the
Bureau of Lahour waintains the hostel there. As moted, Rabbi Lorincz dewands the
~ transfer of *he Jewish children to suitable Jewish schools. END

DATE: 2.7.79 JOURNAL: AL JIAMISHMAK (1EB &M MAPAM) NEWS ARTICLE
HEADING: "CONVERSION (TO JUDAISHM) CAMPAIGN™ (THE REFORM MOVEMENT IN THE USA HAVE OPENED

A CAMPAZGN TO BRING ThbE UNCHURCIED UNDER THE WINGS OF J'U'DAISM)
17 700 QUOTE: “atholic and Prutestant clexgy have responded positively, although not
wownout ® me reservations, to the decision of the Jewish community leaders to upen-_a cam—
paign for bringing the unchurched under the wings of Judsism by means of a brvad conversion
4y g x operatior. These Cpristian - veaclions were presented to tle. leader—
ship of the "Jewish Reform Movement" in Americ.. ot its gemi-aunpual conference .in, New York.

\whe program of the "Conversion Campaign" was adopted by the movement leadership at its
gemi—annual conference .ast December on the basis of the proposal of its leader;-Rebbi
Alexender Schindler. Inthe period since then, t he leadership of the Reform wovenent
approached representatives of Cpn .stian clurches, and requested their opinions as to whe-
ther Jewish missiona criyity.impligs the superiority of one irion over another,
whether the Jewish ?&%ﬁ%ﬁ K?lz*'%%ﬁ‘ .sm*’éea o %iz’ﬂﬁgg‘é%tgﬁpnﬂgr?oﬁg%ﬁzem Jews to Chris—
tianity, and how the matier would likely affect mutual relations.

In a repart TF . “the ut sical respongible for Interreligious Relations of t1l# Reform
Movement, Rabbi Balfour Bricmer, it is stated that 18 Protestant clergymen replied that
in their opinion this would mt serivusly impair the continuation of in'terreligi,mi"ﬂ' dia—
logue, and that Judaism is able to fill $he need of millicns of Americans who are seeking
religious identity. On the ther hand, they declared hat Jewish mission}‘_iry activity -is
31, .a; liable to grant legitimacy and endouragement to certain Cpristian groups of the
character of "Jews for Jesus'. Moet of the 18 respondents praised. the p'x_'o:pusal to pro-
mulgate Judaism, and une of ttem was of the spinion that this plan is likely to be the
key to the spiritual revival o Judaism. Bu’ Dr. Christer Stendal of Harvard University
warned of Miissionary efforts vhich distort tie concepts of uvther religions."

The New York Times, wiich repor ted these reactions, adds that leaders ‘and spokesmen
of # he Protestant Evangelical community did not reply at all-and this is significant,
inagnuch as the Evangelical churches point zxto their large growth, and several of them
are engaged in pressuring sonversion to Christiaity among Jews. These reactions are

_part of a very comprehensive report of a survey group, which will be presented to the
leadership of the Reform movement at its December tonference. FND ARTICLE

SUBJE CT FOUR: CHRISWIANS AND JEWS

DATE: 25.6.79 JOURNAL: JEHSALDM POST (ENGL AM 1/D)  PEAIVEE A RTICLE

HEADING: "AN ACT OF DEFIANCE KGALNST HUPELESSHESE

BYLINE : Yaacov Ffiedler :

EXCERPTS: "I would feel tha®t e Tora and the Bodus are more important than the lplocaust
to Jewish history and theolegy," says David Deuson, Prof. of Systematic Theology at the
University of Torunto,: "Buf who am I to tell you?" added tke 4all shortbearded a nd
striking looking Presbyterian d\iring an interview with THE JERUSALEM POST after sped: ‘ng
onthe subject in laifa at tle Pechnion's Dept of General Studies.... ) :

MORE
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Demson explains that systematic theology is the attempt to unify the different theo-
logies in the Bible and their interpretations, so that Christians and other people of
faith can clarify and deepen their teaching and faith.

He firmly believes that Cpristians; perhaps even wore than Jews, must study the Holo-
caust, end that they must study tHe Germany and Burope of the early 'Z0a when antisenitisn
was adopted as the official policy of the rising Nazi party, "not merely to face our guilt,
but to learn the dynamics by which Christian antiseuitisn prepared the ground for the
Nazis' anti-Jewishness.!" Only thus, Demson feels, will Christians discover whether they
still lave something in them that reinforces anti-Jewish attitudes, and thus be able to
change, R : '

' Speaking of his own department in Toronto, Demson says tlk t student enrolment in theo-
lotry ‘hes doubled to about 80 in the past fow years, with teaching and the church asthe
studenta' goals. This revival of student interest is the backlash of the hippy movements
of the '60s when God was declared "dead," he thinks. But he has mixed feelings about
this "revival," and fears that his students want to be tnservative and safe" and a re
looking for a similarly conservative God. "I4's not because of the Bible that they feel
this way, but rather that they look 4o the Bible to underpin their conservatism,” he says.
The s v lents seeck a Biblical fundamentalism, but unlike the fundamentalists, they have
no prior knowledge of tle Bible, he fears. ‘Hg also -regrets that they show so little con-
cerna bout the Holocaust, the establishment of the Jewish State, or general social problems.
They approach the Bible as a source of personal faith, but put off cuongiderations of big-
ger, more agonizing questions. ' - :

Demson is spending a year in Jerusalem with his family, doing advanced theological
research at the Hebrew University and att he Ecumenical Ipstitute for Advenced Theological
' gtudy at Tantur... s ' '

Does te consider the Stat?rhgf Isiael a religious phenomenoh? "I susﬁ_ect it is,"; he
replies, but also asks, vIf/Jewish people are the people of God, how do you account for

their having to wait 2,000 years to gettheir State back?, ... (END EXCERPTS)

DATE: 31.5.79 JOURNAL; MB MITTEILUNBSBIATT (TELAVIV) TEATURE ARTICLE GERMAN LANGUAGE
HEADING: "NATHAN THE WISE" AND THE ARAB-LUTHERAN BISHOP" '

BYLINE : Gabricl Stern : : _ :
SUMMARY ; This is a four-co.umn feature article in Gemman abguﬁ- the translation and
translator of the German classic "Nathan the Wise" of Lessing by an Arabic Iytheran of
Jerusalem, one Elias Haddad, t he uncle of a present Lytheran-Arab pa stor at the
Church ofthe Redeemer, Daoud Hadded, who confided to the correspondent: "Elias Haddad
was my uncle who died in 1954, and I helped him in the translation as a young man,"

The translation was published in 19%2. The well-known Geyman drama, composed or presented
in 1779, was an appeal for tolerance and understanding of the Jews in . Cphrist ian
Burope and was hailed by the Geman philosopher Goethe. It was hoped that the Arabic
trenslation would serve similarly in creating good will between Jows and hArabs, Jews
and Muglims. The article describes something of the 1ife of the Lutheran-Arab comsunity
and other communitice in Isreel, historical links (the Kaiser & Hetrzl) and some

of the leaders, past and present. WD . )

PATE: 17.5.79 JOURNAL: JERUSALEM POST FEATURE ARTICLE
HEADING: "TUAL THREAT IN AMERICA T0 PRO-ISRAEL SENTIMENT™
EXCERPTS: The presence of pro-Arab elewents in key positions in a number of major U.S.
Christian churches, coupled with the 5 rowth of Arab Moslem compunities in America, has cre—
ated a formidable source of anti-Israd. and anti-Jewish attitudes, tue AJC was told last week
One study entitled "Anti-Israel Influence in American Churches, ™ by Judith Banki, AJC Bsst
Director of Interreligious Afiairs, indicates tha t while public opinion polls show U.S.
Christians more sympathetic to Israel than to her Arab antagonists, an anti-Israel, pro-
Arab attitude as been much in evidence in certain sempants of U.S. Christianity.
SUMMARY: Following sources listed of mnti-Isreel sentiment: Protestant ¢ enominations with
longatanding involvement in missions to Arab Mjdeast, those engaged in Arab refugee work,
leftwing "liberationst" ideologues, and communions with large Arab congtituéncies, whether
Catholic or Eastern Orthodox..."There is also a,potent anti-Jewish legacy in Cpristian
tradition which gometimes coues into ppay when Isracl ig being discussed..." some leaders
" of U.S. Arab Christian churches fuster anti-Israel sentinent, ‘although meny Lghanese Aue ri-
can Christians do support Isreel "as defender a nd ally of beleagured €hristian: community
in Lebanon." Certain rofessionals" in church organizations are.close +6 centreso f power
overruling persons sympathetic to Israel and interested in Jewish-Chris tian dialggue.

e mTAROALTDITAN A 7 '?Clllmh B



