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uccI WS CLIPPINGS & IE CTIONS No. 64 (T0: 24.8.79)
SUBE CT NUMBER OMB: 'THE MISSION"

DATE: 23.7.79  JOURNAL: "L 27" (BTEY P20, INIEPENIENT) NEWS ARTICIE **
HEADING: "M.K. MOSIE KATSAV: CHILDREN OF Mok IMMIGRANTS FROM IRAN ESING EIUCATED IN THE

BYLIME : Ezra Yanov ** NOTE: SBE SBIE CTIONS No, 62 FOR OTHER MISSION"
TIEMS IN THIS S£RES. THIS CLIPPING WAS FEEIVED LATE. TRANSL.
QUOTE : Close to 70 children of immigrent families from Isrsel are being educated in

the e ducational institutions of the Mission or connected to it——so stated M.K. Moghe Katsav,
Chairmen of the Union of Immigrants from Iran in Israel. Involved are fanilies that have
come to Israel during tle past year from Iran. According to M.K, Katsav about 20 children

of immigrsnts from Iyan are studying in the Mission on Prophets Street in Jetusalem, 20 others
are studying in the Anglican Mission in Jaffa, and a similar number are being educated in
other schools related to the Mission. A group of students are studying in the Epglish lang-
uage in the American School in Kfar Shmaryahu-—"there, of course, there isn'{ any dangerous
influence on the children of these inmigrantas. "

n I have approachad the Minister o £ Edqucation, Mr. Zvulun Hammer, with the query: " How
ba- it happened that children of immigrants who are obliged by law to be educated have
dropped out of the educational system of the Bureau of Equcation, armd have found their place
in the alien institutions of education?" M.K. Katsav said that he finds it difficult to per-

ade these inmigrants to send their children to Israeli educational ingtitutions because
of their critical attitude towards the Hatablishment in Israel. END ARTICIE

DATR: 17.8.79 JOURNAL: "KOL HATOR" (HEBEEW LANGUA@E ... = = 7 D= wot u¥a. .) MEWS ARTICIE
HEADING: ™00 CHILDREN SIUDYING AT TIE MISSION"

BYLIIE : Nadav Shragal :

QIOTE  : More than 100 Jewish children are studying atthe institutions of the Mission in
Jerusalem. This is revealed in a privileged report of the Ministry of Beligious Affairs,
which has been prepared by t he Dopartment of Special Assignments of the ¥inigtry, and which
has not been published to date. According to the report, sore ten children sre studying in
the primary kindergarten belonging to the convent school on King Selomon Street, ten children
are studying in the Institute for the Retarded on Agron Street, 20, which belongse to the same
institution, more than 20 children in St. Joseph's Monastery on No. 66 Prophets Street, an
unknown number of children in the school of the Franciscan nuns, some ten children in the
German Colony Besdence of the Cnarles Sisters, an unknown number of children in the convent
of the Rosary Sisters on Ny. 14 Agron Street, & n unknown number of children in the primary
kindergarten of Terra Sancta in the Christian Quarter of the 01d City, a bout 25 in the
elementary school of the Anglican Church on Prophets Street, No, 82, and about 20 in the
kindergarten of the Bapti‘st Church on Narkis Street, No. 4.

A few weeks ago a special committee headed by Mr. Avrahan Friednan, tgiyb%maigﬁgﬁer,
investigated the charges of M.K. Mgshe Katsav, according to which twenty youths from Iran
were studying in the mission of St. Joseph on Propheis Street, 66, and determined that the
infomation was incorrect. END ARTICIE

DATE: 16.8.79 JOUENAL: "MAKRIV" (IEB PM IND) 1EWS ARTICIE

BYLIE : E1i Danon D .

EADING: "WLFAIE [EPT E’EM%ES FVEH FETARDATES TO CONVENT IN JERUSAIEM"

QUOTE : In the face of the straitened conditions of Jewish residences for the retarded,
the Sorvice for the Retarded prefers to direct children suffering from severe intelligence
retardation as well as extreme welfare cases to the convent "§t. Vinceni” in Ayn Karem in
Jorusalem. This appears from a letter sent by Dr. M,ir Hovav, Director of the Ser¥ice to
the Retarded, to the organization "Wad L*Akhim," which fights missionary activity. Dr.
Hovav notes in his letter that "the population of the convent is of a welfare character,
suffering from & severe degree of rental retardation, =nd is mot able to respond to study
and education.” According to him, the convent does not grant any religious education what-
soever because of the low mental capacity of the children in residence there.

Mr. Hovav also notes thnt the comvent is under the supervision of the Service to the
Retarded of the Ministry of Labour and Welfare as well as that of the Ministry of Bducation
and Culture. Tye details concemning the maintenance of Jewish children in Ste Vincent's -
convent were revealed in the wake of a news item which appeared seferal ago in "MAARIV",
in which it was related that a yegident of Bilat, David Ohayon, had discovered his daughter,
who had been given out for adoption, in this conven* after two years of searching. According
to the father, he had not known of t he whereabouts of his daughter Elana, age 10, . nd it
was his intention to wage a cappaign to remove his child from the premises of the convent,

T i e a3 emt dn ha mnAar the eare of nuns. "
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According to the organization "Yad L'ikhim," in the absence of suitable Jewish insti-
tutions many children are obliged to be sent to convents despite the opposition of their
parents. "The nuns indeed deny that they conduct missionary activities, tut experience
proves that activities of this type, which apparently are s0 innocent and good, are ex-
ploited for missionary = = influence on the families of the children." END ARTICIE

DATE: 20.8.79 JOURNAL: "SHiARIM" (HDBEEW A.M. POALEL AGUDAT YISRAEL) Exposé
IEADING: "MISSIONARIES, SEDUCERS AND MISIEAIERS". : : ;
QUOTE: : DR. HENRY BACKHOUSE: Among the chief preachers of the sect of the Messianists,

- participates 'and lectures in the activity of the Messianic Agsembly in Jerusalem, on Na.

55 P?_:nphel'ts Street. His preachments are in Englishand are translated simultaneously by
the apostate Vietor Smadja. Dr. Backhouse even goes out 1o lecture in various places in
Israel. - ; -

THE FEX QOUPIE: They are under surveillance Olfcﬁthe pepartment for more than a year - .
and & half. Their activity is aggressive and ¥xihwwk bounds. Tyey bave worked in the re- '
gion of Jerusalem and the South, have held parties, s cial (cultura) evenings, fulsome
meals, and a variety of other activities to draw Jews into their ret. In their wanderings
they have also reached Nueiba where they set up a tent which serves as ‘a house of hospital-~
ity for young men ‘#nd young women who. ran away from their homes in search of a
licentious life. For the purpose of perfecting their Hebrew they moved to Jerusalem to'
gtudy at a Hebrew ulpan (language seminar), where they continued their nissionary activi-
ties among new immigrants. Our representatives exposed their true faces, and succeeded .
in this pla ce also to sever all contact between them and the immigrants. Finally, we were

privileged to sec them leave the Land-—Good riddance!

MRS. OISBADAN: Dimector of Beit Nehemx ("House of Corfort") of the Finnish sect in Te- '

_verya. Recently, they dedicated their home in the heart of the Kiryat Shmuel neighbourhood

and there is fear about the spread of their missionary activity, especially in the light

-of ﬁiéixygsxperience of distributing suweets and attracting achool children nearby, an ac-

tivity which was stoppoed after a firm and unequivocal warning. The citizens of the town
) even organized 2 denonstration on the day of the housewaming. Tey are under con-
tinual surveliance. :

DR. GISLA FINGER: A naturpath doctor wiix « ha s set up a naturpath rest home in_Bat'Galiml,
Haifa. Tye rest home is decorated with passages from the New Testament. The residents
stay in the home free of charge for about one month and receive treatment by means of

massage exercises, fasting, and the like, and apparently also suitable spiritual treatment..”
Incidentally, there is a clear link between Finger and the well-known niseionary Empa Berger.

BARUCH MAOZ Among the leaders of § he Messianic Jews in Israel who has been living in re-
cent years in Rishon letzion, from which 'placs le promulgates his "Torah". Be serves as
Chairma n of the Shai (polifical) povement in Rishon Letzion, publishes a Messianic period-
}ecilbwl'lfmyaym L'ayt", recently purchased a luxury flat in Rehovot to the distress of
tehembers of the Messianic congregation who split over the issue. Give us an answer

to the question: What does this gentleman seek in Rehovot? It may be that the citizens-of
Rehovot will have to answer and to report to.the headquarters of "Yad L'Akhim" in Rehovot,
Herzl Strect, 152, TRIEPHOIE: 054-57395. : :

NENAHEM HENHAYIM: Until now pas lived in Eilat and decided to remove to Jerusalem; Between
old flat a nd new flat e decided to ma ke a journey abroad while beforehand he publishe .
a report of his doings in the organ of "Tye I temational Messianic Alliance.”

RICHARD STEHR: Holocaust survivor, educated in a Swadish-Christian family which succeeded
in inculcating Cyristianity in him. #&s a faithful Christian he decided that his duty is

to "assist" Jews to recognize his faith, and emigrated to Israel. Here he was accepled

as a member of % he Messianic Assembly, and his job as tourist guide he exploits for mis-"
sionary persuasion.

MICHAEL SIRITAY: Among the leaders of 872088 oy #_ating especially among Western im-
migrants in Jerusalem and the gouth. In a moshav populated by Anglo-3axon immigrants
near ‘Jemisalem, Michael and his conrades spread their nets, but with the vigorous action
of our workers they were expelled from the moshav, but not before five members of the
moshav ‘were: taken in the ret. One family has emigrated, and the rest have joined the
commune of missionaries in Jerusalem. EIND : :
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DATE: 20.8.79 JOURWAL: "SHARIM" (POAIEI AGUDAT YISREGL SHEARIM IEB AM)  ANNOUNCEMENT
HEADING: “CAUTION MISSIONARE S"

QUOTE : Thousands of Missionaries are operating in the lLand and representing themselves
as lovers of Israel and/or Jews in every sense. In order to prevent Jews from falling -
unwittingly - in the missionary ret, fellowing is a list, the first in a series, of mission-
aries, and the areas of thelr operation.

(NOTE: Trexe follows a lis% of 14 names, ID Numbers or Passport Nos., localities, and in
three cases, local addresses, as listed in the advertisement which appeared in MAARVU

on 21.2.79, and which was reproduced in FIECTIONS No. 55, pa ge T, "THE MISSIGN". Follow-
ing & re the names: EMMA HE3ER, (HARIES TUGGER, EVANGELINE DUGGER, JOSEPH SHUIEM, BARJ(H
N20Z, Y.S. OSTROVSKY, HJTH NISSIM, ALEERT NISSIM, NOSHS EMANEL METR, ARTHUR GOLDBERG,
YARCOV YAFFE (GOLDSTEIN), HUTH APMEL, LOMBROZ) PATRICK GABRIEL, BASLIEA SCHLINK. )

{EEP AN EYE OFEN AND HSFORT EVERY MISSIONARY NUISANCE KNOWN TO YOU. (Detailg SRR %htact

points given in Jerusalem, Tel-Aviv and Haifa.) Activists Organization "fad L'Akhim", the

Dopartient for the Struggle against the Mission. (Tyere is an offer of the tractate

"IN THE SHADOW OF AFOSTACY™ in Hebrew or English sent ¢n request by writing POB 5195 JERUSAIEM.
END NOTICE

DATE: 24.8.79  JOURNAL: vEATSOTEH” (IEBEEW A.M. N.R.P.) TEATURE ARTICIE IN ERES

3 ADING: "MISSIONARIES PLANTED IH IMMIGRANT CuNTRES" (vmIssION 19'?9—-—&“)

Lf{LINE : Nadav Shragai

QUOTE : During t be moming hours of a day in September 1976, the missionary P.G.L. (or FGL)

entered the office of Deniel Rossing, Manager of t he Department of christian Affairs in

the Ministry of Religious Affairs. When asked what he wished, he repliri;g. agg thhs: "I

believe ianesus Lan El 2 brought missionary material from abroad to .

“ in Israi 17“‘%’?191 ¥Osstanic Gospel according to the New Testament and the Hebrew Scriptures.

My request is that you help me locate the sect 'B'nay Adonay"("Childxen of God"?...TR!&NS)

in order that I may be able to work together with them in the promotion of our common ideas.™

Rossing was & stonished. Here tlere stood before him a young men openiy confessing
his missionary purposes. Not only this, but be was seeking aid for effecting these aims
in an Israeli Government office. Rossing quickly recovered his composure, recorded the
address of L., and before they parted peaceably managed to hear him boasting of the fact
that - he was one of those suffering from the effects of the policy of the Government of
Israul towards missionaries.

L. is not of course the onifrﬁilessiona ry in Israelin recent years. In the Mjnistry
of Religious Affairs there is a card file of some thousand (!) men and woren who belong te
sects, orders, churches and various Cpristian creeds, who have set for themselves the aim
£ converting Jews in the State of Israel. The comnunity among whorn they labour is varie -
gated and broad: Students, IDF soldiers, welfare cases, the aged, the infimm, rew inmigrants
and Just plain folk. This first article will deal with _their operation among new immigrants
and their influence upon them to enigrate. '

The problem of new immigrants who have diffimlties of absorption into Israel is a
real "find" for Mission elerents, and they leap upon it with great joy. Missionaries are
rplanted” in ulpanim (1anguage seminars...TRﬁNS), absorption centres, and immigrant housing
blocks. In such places "the work" is dome mainly by missionary immigrants who have immigrated
to Israel for this purpose, and who live among the imigmﬁts. The Bureau of Housing pro-
vides them with flats as with every other imsigrant. Likewlse, they assimt imnmigrants to
emigrate from Israel, and in Christian institutions, especlally in Jaffa, a nutber of chil-
dren of rew immigrants are studying.

Carmiel, fer example, is a town in which there are many new imigrantafliving—especially
from the USSR. Several years ago the National supervisor of Spcial Work, Mordecal Frischtak,
was supplied with a report prepared by one of his aides, which described developeents in the
town. Thus wrote the aide: '

"t a citizens neeting organized by ultra—orthodox circles for the purpose of promoting
the fulfilment of the commanduents (maitzvot") among the Russian inmigrants, the meeting
tumed inte a genersl discussion in the matter o f various social problems which were troubling
the immigrants, in tle course of which a number of men and woren to1ld about the activities
of the Mission locally, and about preaching which was linked to incitement to leave the
country. Following are soms of their remarks:

m A woman from Behov HaGalil in Carmiel:"They suggested to me-that I become a Chris-
tian. and seid to me that they would help ue to leave the country. I am indeed leaving, but

$m A e mmdrrnd A lattar. x
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from Canada instructing her that for the purpose of the matter at hand, it would.be enough
for her to convert to Christia nity for a ha 1lf-year, and a flight ticket and a place in
Canada were assured. This isn't worthwhile?: the woman asked with an.interested face.

"An engineer from Rehov HeGalil (euployed in heayy industry in Haifa) repcrted that he
was preparing to emigrate to Australia. I asked him: Why are you taking your children
and bringing them into Cyristianity? His reply was: "What? Here it's better for me?
Look, the principal of’ the State School my children attend, who is aleo a local tutor,
igs married to a Christian, and she is quife demonstrative about it."

; i & .
"From here and them:tﬁ:ev out figures about the number of families that had emigrated
to date, and from their remarks it appears that several dozens are involved., The destipa-
tions of the emigrants are: Italy, Belgium, Canada.” ) T

- After that incident, "tte fire was put out" in Carmiel by the authorities, and the
atmosphere in the town was relaxed.

But it is not only in the places of residence of the ilmnigrants'that the missionaries
are active, but also in the places they work. At a large plant in Haifa a crisis broke
out. Tens of employees were dismissed, remaining unemployed. In a most mysterious manrer
the matter reached the ears of the missionaries in Haifa, and they began to operate among
the frustrated ex-employees with the aim of persuading them to emigrate to Canada.- One of

~them who was not persuaded and remained in the country relates: "I came as an immigrant

" to Israel from Russia five years ago and Ibegan to work in the plant as a simple labourer
(the above being a DR Sk by trade). A year went by. One day I came %o work and I
went to the machine to begin work. Syddenly I am called on’ the loudspeaker along with sev-
eral other workers to go .mto the office.” Tye man has & heavy Russianm accent, is about
50, balding, greying at the temples, sighs as he recalls the incident, and continues:
"We entered the office of the managemeqt. The manageT was seated with a serious expression
on his face, and explaired tha*: it was a difficult situation, he bad no more money with
which to pay our salaries, and ke had to dismiss us. I+ was a terrible blow to us. I
myself went home, not knowing what to do. On the selfsame day of the dismissals (it isn't
known how he knew) a young man knocked on my door, - and introduced himself as George.
I said to him, 'Come in.' I didn't know who he was. I gave him coffee, and after he had
finished drinking, he began to spezk in a peculiar English accent: 'I heard that you're
having troubles at work. We can help you emigrate to Cana da. We have a flight ticket
for you to Canada.' And he took out five flight tickets of E1-Al for the whole family, and
waved them in front of my eyes. Afterwards he told me how good it is in Cana da and how
worthwhile to live there. He said that I should think about it, and left. Of course, after
a few days, when he returned, I told him to go to the devil.” ' '

As has been noted,. the manner of operation of the missionaries is most sophisticated.
The laws of tle Staté;qﬁite clear to them, and they are careful hot to transgress them,
Tnéidents of missionaries who ha ve "converted to Judaism" in the lands of thelr origin,
apparently converted to,\pioper Jews in every way, are known. After doing this, they ar—
rive on the queue as "legal" immj_.gra_;lts to Israel, receive the rights of the immigrant,
and begin to operdte in Israel. ‘/:’:.%‘cer a period of time, after they have exposed themselves
a re they revealed. Those also who arrive as unconverted Christians it is diffieult to
prevent from entering Israel. Te Ministries of Religious Affairs and Interior try to co-
operate in this matter, and to provide up-to-datr infomation that they have to one another.
This concerns information which is fod from tle Dypartment of Sped al PFunctions in the
Ministry of Religious Affairs to the Ministry of Interior, such as the nailes of the mission.
a ries, the lands of their origin, personal details, the numbers of their passports, etc.

They try to cooperate, we have said, and not in vain. In order to prevent the entrance
of a missiona ry to the confires of the State, the Ministry of I,ferior must find a legal
basis for its action. Such a basis is not always available. Thus it occurs that several
of the requests of the Ministry of Religious Affairs to prohibit the entrance of a. certain
missionary may be rejected. Only in those instances in which there arg actual proofs that
.the man is a missionary is it possible to prohibit his entrance into Israel.

Conrad Krauter is an oubstanding example of a lesson not learned. In 2 yeport of the.
Ministry of Religious Affairs which came into my hands, the following details-about him
are presented: ..., "Five years agn he was deported from Israel by the Ministry of Tn-
terior in the wake of his missiona ry activity. Notwithstanding this, he succeeded to re-
tarn to Israel, and since then ke is living in Jerusalem. He is an expert mechanic working
.at his trade in a plant in the capital. Krauter, who is the son of ‘a fathe t‘lm_)emeq
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in the S.S., has his visa extended every half-year. This is in the wake of repeated
and persistent requesfs from the plant, which is interested in ™n - the profes—
sional skills of the man.

"lis operation is concentrated on young new workers at the plant, attempting to con-
vert them to Christianity. His affection for young man and small boys is well-known. He
is wont to buy them gifts, stamps and sweets, which e distributes gererously. A young
men by name of Michael from zn underprivileged family was influenced to such an extent
by this Conrad that he began to go with him to church every week. It was only his enlist-
ment to the I.D.F. that brought him back to the right track.™

The stories are many and interesting, tut "the curtain is too short" to publicize them.

In a long letter that was sent once to the Minister of Absorption, David levy, an
of ficial of the Mlnistiy of Religious Affairs detailed the operations of the Mission among
the immigrants. The official wrote: Mdost of the operations of the Miggion sre not
offected in the framework of the church, but by means of missionary sects, some of which
are not recognized and are even rejected by the regular churches. The sects are organized
and funded budget-wise by overseas organizations—English ad Lre rican--but there are those
whose home bases arc in Russia, and also groups from Asia—-Buddhism, and so forth. These
groups try to operate among the entire Israeli public, but concentrate mainly awong immig-
rants who represeni an easy field of endeavour, especially immigrants who are encounter-
ing problems in abgorption. Tyhe camouflaged missionary ipmigrams, a nd also those who
are not camouflaged, integrate themselves jinto the absorption centres and sorting points,
begimning in Vienna, by way of the Hgobrew seminars (ulpsn:'lm) in Israel, absorption resid-
ences, student residentes, and residences of new immigrants.

nThe operation is conducted by means of: (a) Porsonal, individual influence, attempts-
to persuade someone to join the faith of the sect, and sometimes even baptism. Tere
have been several attempts of enticement of a young woien by -7 psychological—
hypnotic means. (b) Groyp psychology (e thods—ooordina ting conversstion add discussion,
together with individual conversations. There are also enticements by means of pretty
young women who propose a weekend in a commune. TheTe are even IWiours about trips
abroad. (c) Exploiting of academic vacations. It is known that there are a number of
persons in the university who take advantage of their academic vacation to promulgate
their missionary ideas among their students. (d) Distribution of pissionary literature
in ilmwigrant settlements. Thye distribution is dore house ~to-house, with the glving
of literature combined with oral conversation.”

We began with HMjssionary F.(or F.) G.L., and it is impossible not to conclude with
him. After he left the Ministry of Religious Affairs, Mr. Rossing contacted the Ministry
of Ipterior and the suitable persons, he explaired to them the situation, and asked thd
the man be put under surveillance and observation. Ta this instance the reque st was
granted. However, many missionaries who are 8till "planted" in immigrant centres, are
at work there and are waiting for the next opportunity for som ore to fall into their
hands: a disgruntled family, a worker who has been dismissed, cases of depression in the
wake of death in the family, the enticenent of the children of irmigrants by naterial
means, and the like. (END FIRST ARTICIE IN A SERTES)

SUBECT TwOo: "NES AMIM"

DATE: 2.7.79 JOURNAL: ISRAEL NACHRICHILHN (TELAVIV) GRRMAN LANGUAGE

FEADING: "AMERICAN TV FILM ABOUT IE S~AMIM"

BYLIIE : BErich M. Ifhmann

SUMMARY : Nes Amim wae the first Chiristian village in Isracl founded in Western Galilee
near Kibbutz Lchamei Haghettaot in the begimning of the 1960s, amd was attacked by tle
Orthodox as part of the Mission. Now a significant acknowledgment of the integration of
the village in the life of the country is found in an fmerican Television film, which was
ghewn coast-to-coast in america on the 5th March, a docwentary film dealing with tie

Nes Amim people for more than an hour. Tre production was the work of Bill Moyers and
£lizabeth & Mark Benjamin. MNoyers was Press Chief of the White House during the presid-
ency of Lyndon Johnson. He appeared as Interviewer 4n the film as well, questioning the
pastor of Nes Amim, Simon Schoon, and the widow of the founder, Johan Pilon. It is nade
clear that Nes Amim is totally & fferent from Crusader Cpristianity and other Holocaust
manifestations. By contrast here is a new spirit, a new basis for relationships
between Jews and Christians. Tye high point was the visit in the Museum of the Kibutz

* s Ombbnnt dodieated to the memory of the Holocaust. A Jewish viewpoint was
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presented by the Town Rabbi of Nahariya, Dr. A. Keller, who at the beginning was in opposi-
tion to the entire idea. Here it was clearly seen that both sides ha ve a long way to go
in order to find a common language with one another. BEND SUMMARY.

SUBE CT THXEE: CHINA AND ERLIGION

DATE: 20.8.79 JOUNAL: JBHUSAIEM POST (ENGLISH A.M. INIEIENIENT) FEATURE ARTICIE
HADING: "CHINA FEEWRITES THS BIBIE"

BYLIIE: Dennis Bloodwgrth/ Singapore

EXERPTS: Eyewitness accounts of the Tibetan faithful flockmg to their Buddhist temples
scems to confirm earlier indications that China's new "liberal" masters are going soft on
"supe rstition” and arc ready to turn a blind eye to believers....In the past 18 months
there have b een many such sipgns, Not only does the constitution guarantee th right of
the Chinese to believe (or not to believe), but the new criminal law lays down that those
who obstruct religious practice may be punished.

In February last year, 16 meligious delegates participated in the Chinese People's
Palitical Consultative Conference. In June, King Juan Carlos of Spain attended high mass
in the Southern Cathedral in Peking, and 3 weeks later Pres. ¥m. Tolbert of Liberia, hon-
orary president of the World Baptist Alliance, was able 1o meei the Protestant Bishop of
Nanking. Last Christmas Chinese TV broadcast a program of sacred music, and & Easter the
‘press officially reported that more tha n 200 Chinese had attended mass in ‘Peking. It is
cla imed that there are up to 2 million Catholics and 8 willion Protestants in the country.
In April the first Greek Orthodox priest to visit China for nany years arrived. In May an
American priest becaie the first foreigner to celebrate mass in the capital, and when the
Pope went to Pgland in Jyly, his photograph appezred in a Chinese periodical for the first
time....The 1eligious bodies Peking allows to exist {detractors point out) are manipulated
puppets like the "Catholic Patriotic Association" fommed in 1957, which is estranged from
that Magency of imperialiszm,” the Vabican. Religious affairs are largely in the hands
of the party...5liffnccind clerics--including at least one bishop-——who baulk at the nanage-~
ment and policy are in some cases still in prison, it appears.

Religion becemme the subject of intensiiied acadenmic research during 1978--but under a
professor who declared that China's goal was "a society from which all Iéligion has been
eradicated." Given this background. rezus thet Chinese scholars are preparing new versions
of the .Bible and the Koran way sound ominous. Dut it is dangerous to oversimplify. The
Chinese Communists have not gore =oft on religion, nor are they simply mounting a deceitful
display of ostensible tolerance. They are penuinely merplexed by the sheer persistence
>f t be problem, and they are baginaing to treat their enigmatic enemy with respect. The
Religious Affairs Bureau in Peking has drawvn a sharp lire between "feudal superstition® and
religions which hasve their own sacred books and doctrimes and "exercise great Jnfluenoe L
among natlonal minori ties in China,

Religious activi ties—~Chriatia i1, Hoslem, Buddhist-—are to be permitted as long as they
"conform to the .policies and laws of the gowmment" and do not "interfere with politics
or education.”™ Until ths mazses can discard %he "spiritual shackles" of their misguided
belie®s, those beliefs nust be rmespected, That will not be forever, it is a rgued. 8Since
religious fervour is born of ignorance of natural and social forces, religion will die out -
as science and peolitical education supervene.

Becent contact with the West has raised doubts about this, however. How is it, critics
ask, that distinguiched foreign scientists are often s devout as they are brilliant? The
school answer is that even they may fear sickness, old age and death, and so seek comfort
in belief in God. But since the Chiress cannot hope to eliminate these evils, it is arged,
how can they hope to eliminate 1eligion?

Like China's modernizstion program, the refore, religious policy has become anctler =~
subject for reappraisal and possible "meadjustrment®, for a debate between left nd right,
sharpened by the suspicion that this time the Politburo may have made a cardinal nistake —-
that of under-estimating its opponent. (Obscrver News Service) END EX(ERPTS

END TRANSCRIPTION/mb/30.8.79



