UCCI NEws CLIPPINGS Selections No. (1o 16.1.79)

SUBJECT 17 "THE mrssrons | ol

=i THE MISSIoN

DATE: 1 Sept, 1978 JOURNAL: "GENEHAL Jewrey WEEKLY ™ (GEH“IEN—-DUSSELIDHF) FEATURE ARTICLE

HEADING:  "PROBLENATT GAL FRIENDS: -JEWISH MISSIONg TODAY ™ ' '

BYLINE - .Schalom Ben—Chorin

SUMMARY ; ~ This is g Teprint of an aticle which originally appeared in "ISRapT, NACTIRL CHTEN v
{For translateq sumnary see SELECTIONS No. 38, top page 1, dated 18.8.78 under

Same headi_ng.)

DATE: 17.10.78 JOURMAL: nspgygw (Beersheva) Framygg ARTICLE WITH PHOTOS (HEBREW Lac. )
HEADING:  "BISLE mousg FOR ALL WHO wIs» :
BYLINE : pov Rubin PHOTOS: (l) Front View of the Bible House in Beersheva
(2) Inside the store there are posteards, books ang souvenirs for pilgrims

~ {3) Photo of 011vs Syvanto.
QUOTE : Since 1957 the Bible House situateq on Rehov Rgmbam Berves as a depot for the
distribution of the Tenakh (0.7.) and #,e New Testament to 511 comers. We went, therefore,
tovisit wil_‘.h Mr. 0Olivi Syvanto, t he Ten in charge of the store, in order t hear directly
from his 11ps som thing about hig budiness and, incidentally, ye heard also about the tiny
congregation in our eity Anong whom are numyered Messianic Jews ("ehugim meshikhiim"),
and according to another definition, Jews who believe in Jesus ("I’eahua’_')._,_ But first of

Mr. Syvanto, a native of fareff Finland, has traveled 5 long way with hig father who,
after a one_year stay in Sweden, emigrated tn the Land of Israel in the year 1949. His
father, who is from t he Protestant streap of Christianity, conceived hig spiritual destiny
&8s & distributor of the Holy Seriptures.ip. the. Holy Land, a ng eatablighed hig Place of '
residence in Tiberias, the capital of the'Galilee, where the Young .Jegug -'Teéhua") touk
his first steps. ("firgt steps” ig used figuratively. Tg,) ' -

The son, Olivi, joineg Kibbutz Netzer Sireni, of which he was a member until. 1957,
That year he decided to move to Beersheva, where he has been managing the Bible House until
this very day, The purpose of the store ig to distribute the books of the Bible, and indeed
go& g% lrﬁnd there the Book of Books in thirty languages. g brief tour of the attractive
shop° TR s us et it Is possible o obtain other books as well, hundreds and hundreds,
whose subject ig the Messianic faith, and alge Souvenirs, pictures of religious subjects,
and in fact Just about anything that would likely interegt a rllgrim ap & ‘plain tourist,
Jew or Gentile, who chances t find his way to Beersheva, I appears that not a few of
the shop visitors are Jews of Beersheva who make their way abroad, and they come to the
shop to buy souvenirs for theip friends of e Christian religion, High School students
- also geek:.’ out the. shop entrance and come o purchase a Tenakh (0.7,) in variegated edi—
tions, and they also buy the Naw_Testament, somelimes out of personal interest, and at
times as part of their studies, New immigrantg also come to Purchase Bibles in their
mtive ‘bonguea...Rusaian, Roumanian, Polish, and there is even a Bible in Chinese or
Swahild o be found there, not to mention Latin, a fact which constitutes a drawing card
for researchers and scholars as well, ;

" Mr. 0115:'.” ﬂ%r?nto, heaps preises on Beersheva ang its citizens, apng ¢ quite justly,
inasmuch ag™" “} ter towns, such as Rishon Letsion and Tel-Aviv, where there are also com-
mnities of Messianic Jews, where not so long age there Occurred many vicioug attacks, the
worst taking place in Tel-Aviv, when fanatical hoodlumg ghattered and set on fire a syna.

In a fluent and rich Hebrew M. Syvanto explaing the principles of the Messianic fai thy
It does not distinguish between Jew and Gentile, it is not an establishment, it does not
contain elements of Preachments mnd mission, nor does it :. o cultivete an official
clergy. In the shop itself you will not find z» & gingle cross, inasmuch ag this faith
has no external symbol which finds expression in a vigible article or symbel, in ceremony
or in ritual. The matter sounds simple enough: This is a faith which is in the heart...
either you believe or you don't believe, ang mrthemom, Messianism doesg not ly down com-
mendmen ts of one kind or another. At the heart of the faith lies the recognition that
the New Testament ig nothing but a direct continuation inevitably of the Tenach (O._T.),
and that the appearance of Yeshua the Nazarene on the. stage of history is anchored in the
words of the prophets (Iseiah 53): "SURELY 1p BORE QUR SICKNESSES AND CARRIED ouR PAINS
AND WE COUNTED HTM STKI CKEN, SMITTEN BY GOD 4ND AFFLICTED, " (v.4) The only unimpeachable
source (of faith) is what is stated in the Tenach (O.T,) and the New Testament a8 one unit,
For this reason, the Messianic faith does not Tecognize the Vatican, nor see MORE
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in.the Pope a faithful representatives £ the irue Christian faith,

As far as Jews who believe in Yeshua are concemed——and several of them are residents
of Beersheva, as not eq previously--they are Jews in eVery respect, but-the Messianic faith
claims that Judaism, like Christianity, being fomalistic and establishment religions, have
moved far away in the course of time from their sources, and on the part of Messianism,
Like their Christian Partners in faith, they see in Yeshua - the émbodiment of 'the words of
 ithe. prophets, and it ig indeed He who is the Messiah according to' their prophecies.

On the other hand, the Christians see the Jews as the fulfilment of the divine pr.-
mise, and as a result the land of Israel in its entirety is the Promised Land for them.
In this connection Hr. Syvanto has an instrictive tale to tell: OQpe day he encountered
a Palestinian Arab who lived in a refugee canp near Bgthlehem who was known as a sworn
enemy of Israel. But one day he found his way to the Messianic faith, and as a result
of studying the 014 and New Testaments, he repudiated hig previous opinions that the Jey-
ish people have no portion or inheritance in the Land of Igrael. ‘Mr. Syvants himselr
thinks that it iz a mistake to grant autonomy to the Arabs in Judea ang SamAria because
~ this is in Opposition to what is stated in the HOly Seriptures, for what ‘is written there
is that the Land of Isizel is for the people of Israel. Ip other words, Mr. Syvanto is
' .an adherent of the "and of Israel" (moveme_nt)... T

The nmumber of the Beersheva community ig very tiny, and they can be numbered gn {he
fingers of twn hands. They gather at appointed times for the most part in private homag
for reflection and study of the Holy Seriptures. In these gatherings there are ng elemency
of Titual, for such is not found in the Messianic faith. My, Syvanto adds & note that *o
the ‘best of hig knowledge already in 1924 or thereabwts, there was a community of believ..
ers__in_Beersheva,_ apparently among tle members of the Bri tish administration gf the ame,
and there was even a church at their. disposal., The building itself is standing on Rehov
Avot (Street of tie Patriarche), and it is sti11 possible to detect the ‘small bell towsw
on it s roof, (Olivi Syvanto adds another remark: ‘"Just ag there is a need for physical
- constretion and in physical development, there is als~ a need fnr‘sp,irit{zal construction.
In the Bible everything is found, and it i3 the wellspring from which we draw spiritual
power." - END ARTICLE, ' ‘ " Y

DATE: 30.12.78 JURIAL: "BUL" (Tel-aviv) HERWEy "EXPOST
HEADING: "PLANT In TIBERIAS- -4 TRAP OF THE MISSICN®
. BILINE :  Moti Avirem, Special to BUL : - ' _
QUOIE : The Christian Mission has struck again! This time the Christian bait ig wrappec
in candy in the form of lucrativa work, lots of miney, and various benefits! Only after
you have been mﬁce@ will you hear the terms: In order to obtain a-ll'these,- you mst
~ change your religion! This is the danger hovering over the youth of Tiberias thege deys!
" If-you are a Tiberian it would be well worth your while to remember the name’ YESHURUNY
This is the name of the plant which serves ag a msk for' the present missionary activities,
The setting up of the plant was already begun several weeks ago. The reason the_entrepro -
neurs gave: To supply a place of work for nev believers! ' .

The organization "Yag L'akhim", which is fighiing the mission Bystem and its entice-
‘ments, has discovered this novel attempt of the emissaries of the Christian religion., It
appears that the initiators of the new plant succeeded to outwit the govemme'ntalhbod:_ies
and received the necessary permits from the managers of the Bureau of Commerce and Infustzy!
At this time the initiators of the plant YESHURUN, which wiil feal in the production of
various electronic pProducts, are contimiing to get up the struclure,’ According_to all
signs, as soon as the building is ready, the missionaries will go out to recruit new souls
to the Christian religion! END ARTIULE,

- SUBJECT p:  THE CHRTSTMAS STORY

DEYE: 22.12.78 JOURNAL:™ JEHUSALEM POST (ENGLISH A.M. INDEPENDENT) FEATURE ARTICLE
HEADING: "4 SCHOIAR PROBES TLE CHRISTHMAS STORY™ (cHRTSTTAN COMMENT : OIKOUMENTKOS)
' PHOTO INSET: "PROF, Raymond E. Brown _' ' e T
- QUUIE : The stories about Jesus' birth in Bothlehenm are among the most popular among
Christians, but they r aise problems for the higtorian.ad,other scholars. (an a thinking
Person, perhaps "umed off" by the sentimentality of the mive New Testsment narratives

about Jesus' infancy, find any relevance in them for life today? ‘A distinguished biblical
scholar, until r:ecenﬂy_bres:’.'denﬁ of tie Society of Biblical L_itelmtu'x_'e and now co'mpl_e?ing
a sabbatical lesve at'Jerusalem's Albright Tnstitute of hrchaeological Research, believes

. & £ F LT % _.":-—1._}-." .
the answer ig a definitce “Ius", ‘ . _ MOR::
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Professor HaymondlE. Brown, holder of nine honorary doctorates spent almost ten years
of research in tle breparation of hisg 600-page book, "THE BIRTYH OF THE MESSIAHR: & COMMENTARY
ON TEE INPANCY NARKATIVES 1N MATTHEW & LUKE, » R;_wh}inald H, Fyller called itg bublication by
Doubleday the "major event of Hew Bestament studies in 1977, and it hag been Iraised by

-_zgmsos {!: Sanders ag gy shining, brilliant exanple of what biblical criticisn wag intendeq

How does g cri tical bitlical scholar hangie the harratives aboyut Jesus' bipth in
Bethlehem ang ‘Trelated eventgy Ir. Brown, e only Catholie teaching at N.Y. Union Theo.
logical. Seminary, asserts that beople of fajty have absolutely nothing to fear from rigop.
Ous use of 4} tools of biblical cri ticism in the study of Seripture. Brown feelg that,
wha tever may be the Problems with the histnz-lclty ol the accountsg, g more important ques—
tion ig wHy Were these accounts inciuded ip Matthew ang Lyke? For him, the angyer lies in
the way the narrativeg underscore Jesus' idep tity, -

Mark s Gospel sees the baptism ag ) point of beginning, ¥hen the Holy Spirit descend s
on Jesus ang mrks him, in Christian beljer as God's Son., pig tlat mean that Jeosus was
"adopted" at his baptiasp? Brown felieves that Matthew'g and L ke's accounts are there pre-
cisely 4o mke it claar "tigt Josus pas God's Son during his whole earthly"life, from the
monient of hig conception through the loly Spirit.n ’ S

To understand tpe infancy narratives, gays Brown, it ig important to recognize that i=
the course of transmission, "the Gospel material hag been coloured by the faith and expericn.e

Ple, the Jewish Cirigtian commnity in Jerusalen, Reference to the "anavim", the Poor ones
of God, he seid, may pe allusions to Ps, 149:4, and other Passages. Mary'g hymn of Praise,

hymn Ql Sam, 2),. Leah's Temarks after childbirtp (Gen. 29:32, X:13), and Passages in Pgims
and Isaiah, Brown asserted. that thicse hymns, iy their strong Jewish flavour, my reflect
the earliest atage of Christian prayer, The attachment to the Hibrew scriptures ig also
strikingly seen in Matthew's mrratives, '

"Matthew's Portrayal of Joseph, who receives Trevelation in dreans (1:20, 2:13,19) ang
who goes down 4o Egypt (2:14), resembles the portrait or Joseph in the 019 Testament, the
patriarph who wag "tle dréamer” pay ‘excellence (Gen. 37:19), and Who went down o Egypt,

'eaping an attempt on pig life. (Gen. 37:28) " _sus escape from Herod, " addeq Brown, mig
remarkably 1ike the Jewish story of Meseg! escape from the Pharaoh--the Moses who, like
Jesus, came back from the ‘Eegypt to which Joseph hag gone, "

Hatthew's account of the coming of the Magi seems to anticipate the Christian under.
standing of the &oyim, t he Centiles, couing to believe in Jesus, but here again, the rele
of the Jews in tye history of salvation s vital, Matthey shows that the Magi, lile e the
Gentiles, hagq some revelation from God (thro! the birth star in 2:2, 1_(11, but it yag imperfect
and incomplete without the explicit revelation glven to the Jensg through the Seriptures,

"The Gentiles coge to worship, but they mist learn Trom the Jows the history of salvation, "
remarked Brown, ﬂccordi.ng to Browm, Matthew's rarrative foreshadows what ultimately happens
in Jesus' death and resurection, "Those who have the Scriptures and cail see piainly what the
Propheits said are not willing to worship the newborn king." 0p the contrary, there ig g
oonspiracy——led, says Matihew, by Herod-to ki1l Jesus, '"hut God spares Jesus and ultimtely
brings IHis Son b ack from another land, n (2:15—16) The cast or characters scenmg similar to
that found in e end of the Gospel: a Secular ruler, sope leaders nd scribes who know the
Seriptures ang reject Jesus, put God rakes Jesug victorious by bringing him back. However,
there are algo Gentiles who come, and the help of Scripture, find and adore him,

For Fr. Brown tie mrrative in Lyke alse highlights ap announcement of Jesug' birth ang
4 responge, The Tevelation that e Jewish sligpherig receive, ocutside David's native town,
like that to the Magi, puides thep to Bethelehenm where they find the infant, Mary & Joseph.
They praise Cod for vhat they have seen ang heard, ang retum to where they came . smi These
symbolize in Isracl those who hear ang Tecognize in Jesus the annointeqd one of y/ 838erts.

For tie Christian the two Gospels are complems:ntary, one telling Joseph's story, the
ther, Mary's, the Lapi, symb-lic of the G.ntiles, and tie shepherds, symbolic of Jews _‘- i
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believe, together make up the cemmunity of faith, Some of the claims for Jesus in Ljke's
narrative may be better understood when one discovers the earlier claims for Caesar Aug-
ustus, writes Brown, Augustus was hailed at Halicarnassus as "the saviour of the world, "
and the "Prienec inscription grandiosely proclainmed: 'The birthd.y of the god (ﬁugustus)

marked the beginning of the good news for the world,'"

Luke asserts a counterclaim to these statements in the words of the ~—-» Angel of
God: "I amounce to you the good news of a great joy which will be for the whole people:
To you this day there is bom in the city of David a Saviour who is Messiah and Lord,"
- (Luke 2:10-11)

5 Brown recognizes that the problems of historicity are real, but his efforts to probe
behind the accounts to the underlying message, the "Why" of their inclusion in the Gospe 1.
records, hnve already helped mny toward "developing a mature Tresponse to the Gospels'
most » popular story," as Kenneth Woodward put it in "Wewsweek," BEven in those infancy
narratives, Brown lags underscored bnth the Jewish roots ang the essential message of (hris-
tans through the centuries. END ARTICLIE,

SUBJEGT 3: POSTBCRIPTS (& Miscellaneous)

DATE: 14.1.790  JOURNAL: JERUSALEM POST POSTSCRIPTS FEATURE

QUOTE: Among the mny a lumni who have happy and nostalgic memories of their residence avy
the w ell-known Ulpan Akiva in Netanya is Abbot Leo Rudloff of the Benedictine Priory at
Weston, Vermont. The Abbot recently wrote-to us on the occasion of his "20th amiversary"
as an U_lpan Akivae graduate, and expressed his appreciation of both his experience there as
2 student and of the opportunity he had to meet "Israelis from every walk of life,m (There
follows some biographical mterial about the Abbot's background in Israel dating from
1949.) The Abbot fondly remembers his instructor Shulamit Katznelson, and nany of his
classmates who, he s ays, would remeuber him as "airieh, n Tye Abbot concludes with this -
wish: '"May Ulpan Akiva always play its mole in the building up of Igrael, and in gain-
ing friends for Isracl int he wide world.," (There is also a reference to his friendship

- With the late Hebrew University Prof. Hugo Bergman.) @D ITHI,

DATE: 16.1.79 JOURNAL: JERUSALEM POST  FREATURE ARTICLE

HEADING: BRACED FOR A BATTLE AGAINST CAMPUS @NTISEMITE M IN Ug"

BYLINE: Hyem Corney, Jerusalem Post Correspondent

SUMMARY & EXEERPTS: This is an article about Jewish s tudents in the U.K, contending with
sntizionist and antisemitic eiements on & number of campuses throughout Britain, and the
remarks published in Moslem and Arabic-oriented student publications, There follows a
reference to an anti-Jewish, a nti-Christian attitude:

_ "T],.e'c'iossier'contains several extracts from a publicat. on called "Flocks," which is
produced fortnightly by the Islanic Speiety at Essex, where there are over 200 Moslem atud-
ents. An editorial in one issue last year began: "Te Moslems will not forget for one mo-
pent their primary eneiy, Marxism...Byery Moslen pust understand what Karl Marx, the Jew—
ish founder of Marxism, said," Another issue spoke about the "Judeo—Christian congpiracy”
being far above the intelligence of M,. Sadat. Perhaps be is ignorent that the Jews.and
the Christians have committed genocide of Lthe hwman race since e dawn of civiligation."
It referred to Sadat's wisit to Jerusslenm as "disgraceful, " md quoted anti-Jewish passage
from the Koran..,..Ope pasitive byproduct of the continuing antizionist battle on the cam.-
puses is that wmenbership of the Union of Jewish Students has soared to about 4,090, a:».lmus_t )
double what it was 2 years pgo. "Iy is battle has alerted Jewish students to their identi iy,

says Metliss. '"You'ye made to feel a Juw. I 's like being made to wear hhe yellow stor.
END ARTICLE -
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