UCCI NEWS CLIPFINGS Sclections o, 52 (to 2.2.79)

& BJECT No. 1: BIR'I}

DATE: 29.1.79  JOURNAL: IERUSALEL POST (ENGLISH A.M. INDEPENDENT) LETTER TO EDITOR
HEADING: "BIR'IM" S1GNED: Harriet G. Goddard, Safed
QUOTE : 4As a Christian lover of Israel, I beseech by, Begin to reconsider the decist on

~not to allow the former inhabitants of Bir'im to return to their village. The goodwill
generated by this simple act of justice would outweigh all the risks involved. END LETTER

SUBJECT 2: CHRISTMAS PUBLICITY

DATE: 31.1.79  JOURNAL: “HATSOFE" (FEB. N.R.P. A.M.) NEWS ARTICLE

HEADING: "PROTEST AT PUBLICATION OF ARTICLE ON "CHURISTIANITY IN JANUARY " IN JEWISH AGENCY
BYLINE : Jerusalem Correspondent of "Hatsofe™ PERIODICAL, "
GUCTE : Chairman fmit of the World Centre of the Mizrahi and Poel Homaigrahi, Mr, Isaiah
Bik, yesterday sent a letter of protest to the General Director of the World Zionist
Organization, Mr. hrye Dulzin, over the publicaticn of an article on "Christianity in
Jamary" in the periodical of the Zionist Ipformation Dept. In the letter of protest

it is stated, emong other things: "What purpose does such anarticle serve in a clearly
Zionist publicationi ssued by the Zionis+t movesent? For which readers is the material
ained at, especially the pictures, which will doubtless pa in the faithful believers o.f
Isreel. It is my feeling that articles of this kind and pictures of this type must be
avoided, Instead, there should be a strong emphasis designed to draw Jews, both youth
and adults, to our own roots, tc the Zionist idea, to love of the State. If there is

a need for such material fur the purpose of propaganda in e world, it is the duty

of b e Government to pruvide such material, which it indeced does," END ITEM

DATE:  31.1.79  JOURNAL: “HATSOFE" (LB AM NRP) NEWS .~ .  FEATURE ("TATSPIT")

QUOTE: (Y.J!.) The organ of the Dept of Ipfomintion of the Jewish Lgency in its English..
language periodical, "ISRAEL DIGEST", wiich is distributed among Jewilsh youth and Jewish
‘congregations in the world, publishes in its January issue an article on "Chris tmas" in
Jerusalem which is spread over two pages, and at its centre there is a picture of a young .
man carrying a giant cross, Tne article describes the cclebrations of the "Feast of the
Nativity" of the Christian communities in Israel, snd is accompanied by eipght pictures of
these celebrations, including the picture of the cross-bearer. Readers have expressed
surprise at the "Ziunist information™ provided for the Dimpora in the form of articles
abeut "the Feast of the Nativity" including pictures with crosses.

The head of the I formation Dept in the Jewish kgency, Bli Eyal, in reply to our
query, said that he was surprised at the criticism of this material. We are very careful
about offending » religious feclings, he said, but I have full confidence inthe work
of the editor who is an observant Juw, and if he found no offence in the matter, one may
indecd assume that there was no place tu overrule his Judgment, I feel that the editur
assumed that this article about - - ... .. ' the Christian "Feast of the Nativity "™ has an
element of encouragenent to tourism, and presents Isrnel as a State in which there is frec
access to the Hely Places. FHD I'THM.

SUBJECT 3: PROFES30R FLUSSER & CHLILTIAN ORIGINS AND FLITH

" DATE: 2.2.79 JOURNAL: '"WALRIV" (HEB PM IND) BOOK HEVIEW
HEADING: "“JESUS THE JEW"
QUOTE : DAVID FLUSSER: '"Judaism anu the Sources of Christianity: Studies & Essays"

Publi: hers: "Sifriyat Foalim" 486 pages.

Professor Flusser has assembled bere a portion. of his variepated work,after
correction, reshaping and »t times rewriting. He writes, among other things, about subjects
such as: "Christianity in the Lyes of a Jew," "fhe Literary Relationship amnong the Three
Gospels," "The Testimony of Josephus about Jesus', "y e Baptism of John and the Sect of
the Judean Desert", "Healing by means of Manual Contact in tue Dead Sea Scrolls", "The
Last Supper and the Eszenes," "Exegesis of the 01d Testament iTpnak‘n) in the New Testament,
ete. etc. His writing is anchored in Chiristian literature, in Rabbinie literature, in
historigraphy, both ancient and modern, in archaeological findings, in biblical exegesis,
in the history of religions, in the philosophy of religion, and what not,

Nevertheless, the investigations and essays that are assembled are not written only
fmm an investigative perspective, but also frum an ideological approach, which revenls
the reflection of Judaismin Cpristianity, of Cprdstiapity in Jydaism, and of the two of
them in the spirit of an investigatur and thinker of our time, who encompasses with his
gage an era of some two thousand years of religicus thought.  Characteristic of his un-
conventional approach is the essay which closes the book: "The relationships of Jydaism
and Christienity in the Past and Pregent," which is formulated on sn almost aphorismic

MORE
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scale: 59 brief cumments, which determine facts ang opinions in thisg manncr: "Jesus was a
Jew, who lived within the Jewish faith, and died for it. e was born under the Law ('I'oxah)
(Galatiang, 4:4), ang did not went to be a refurmer .f Judsism,..Jesus became a source of
division between Jows and Christiang quete contrary to his intentions., 4n emphasis on the
true Gospel of Jesus in the hope of Cilristianity_. Jesus the Jew is likely, in this manner,
no longer to be 2 divider between Jows and Christians, but to unite them. " END ARTICLE

DATE:  2.2,79  JOURNAL: "YEDIOT AKHRONOT™ (IEB PM IND)  FREATURE ARTICLE & INTERVIRY
HUADING: — "WITH THE PUBLICATION OF THE BoOK "JUDLISM & CURISTIAN SOURCES™ -
(FIRST ARTICLE) "aN UBJECTIVE APPROACI AND PERSONAL INVOLVENENT™ '

BYLINE : Aviv Ekroni (David Flusser: Judaism & The Sources of Christianityi’ Essays and
Studies, Publishers-—-Si_friat Poalim, Kibbutg llatartzi, Shomer Hatsair, 1979, 486 pageas.

For more than twenty years the schular Professor Flusser has published scholarly works:
and .articles dealing with ancient Chri stianity, its sources ang its influences, In these
articles, whichw ere witten in H%brew, English, and in Géruan, and were printed in nany
periodicals in Isrnel and in the world, varicusg aspecls of Christianity were examined by
scientific eriteria by means of detailed Cunparisons with literary texts ang historical
findings. Various articles (19 in mnber) were gathered together in the book befure us,
to which were added new articles hitherto unpublished., The neyw bock includes articles
that were written towards the end of the 195Cs, such as, "Hpaling by Manual Contact in the
Dend Sea Scrollg, " There were also added to these studies made in the 1970s and 196Cs.
ALl these have beon exanined and worked gver by the author, ang suretimes even rewrit ten,
and brvught together under a ATy heading which relates to a number of articles which
have been joined together. g i

Anyone locking threugh this #hick volume will discover in it a hidden treasure of direct
Jnowledge an] a familiatity with the wrld of ancient C_hristianity. In addition, it appenrs
fromt he very first Wiges of the buck, that in addition to the vbjective scientifie approach,
the author dues not aveid a personal inve lvement, taking elear stands not only concerning
the details of the sc'hoj.arship he is engaged in, but even concerning the historiosophic
questions in general——questions which are related by the Jewish-Clris tian relationships
in the ourse o7 many generations during which these two monotheistic religions exigted
side by side. n this catdpory belongs the first article of #ie book, "Preface", which
is entitled; "(‘Ilristianity in the Byes of a Jew", and parallel to it is the article,

"The Relativnships of Judaisp and Christianity in the past and Present—-" a tractate of
commernts comnected to the birth o f Christianity in the midst of Jydaishi——which closes the
book. The ren@ining articles, it is seen, deal with more defined subjects, arranged within
the general framework of the opening and closkng articles, whose interest is wide, having
inherent a Rind of cry for additional disecussiun, for new thinking, and even fruitful debate.

Inasmuch as the meading of the articles of e bock entails a certain ‘amount of dif-
ficulty for the general reader who is unfamiliar with the basic material fronm which the
religious liternture of early Christianity is constituted, we will note that at the founda—
tion of the faitk is the telling of an event, faith in“which, as it were, brings salvation
-to the saved. The esscnce of this tale is found in the Gospel according to John, in the
following words: "FOR GOD. &) LOVED TI: WOLLD THAT HE GAVE HIS ONLY SON IN ORDER ‘THAT WHO-
EVER BELIEVES TN HIN WIlL NOT PERISL BUT WILL HAVE LIFR ETERNAL." To these words there was
lacking the completion concerning the resurrcction of Jesus, and this is indeed found in
the words of Psul: "FOR IF WITH YOUR FOUTH YOU WILL CONFESS THa LORD J E3U5, AND BELIEVE
IN YOUR NEART TIAT GOD RATLSED IiLM FROW THE DEAD. .YOU WILL BE SAVED, "

Flusser relates to this telling of the event ang to the other sturies connected with
Jesus, and to i%s outworking (ur his--Jesus' work TR.) in his testing of the substance of
Christian fiith, It is clear that the narrative is consistent and suitable to the character
of  his faith, which itself cunsti tutes the way of salvati on:  "IF YQU BELIEUE_THRT THE
SON OF GOD SAVES TIHOSE THAT BELIEVE BY VMEANS OF HIS DRATH WHICH ATONES FOR THEIR INQUITIES,
AND THAT IIE IIAS OVERCOME DRATH EY RIS REJURRECTION, THEN YOU ARE A PARTNER TO THAT TELLING
OF THE EVENT. YOQU IAVE BECCEE, 45 1T WEKE, united with that man and have risen with hinp
from the dead. Your iriquities are atoned fur, and you are a new man, " (page 23)

Following this initial explanation the author examines the attitude of Christianity
to Judaism, and does not withhold from it his critical rod. 1In his opinion, many of the ‘_
Christians. wio clain that the negative attitude to Judeism throughout history wes an errop
which is regrettable d, su hypoeritically, and are doing this especially in the wake Of the
Holocaust, On the her hand, many'Clu'i-;ﬁ;ins cuntinue in their former mmer and congerva—

tive thinking, and cven if they seek to remove from themselves the weight of antisemitic
' 0 RE;
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inclinatione, there nevertheless remaing with them a basic negative attitude towards the
Torah and its commandments. TFlusser is of the opinion--and in my opinion this generaliza—
tion s not justified-—thero is no Christian who recognizes and acknowledges that the
tension vig-d—vig Jydaism is an integral part of C.hristianity fruom the time of Paul, ana
that i% has brought the crimes and horrors of Cyristianity against the Jows throughout
all the ages, With a strong tone of skepticism he continues, saying that if Christianity
desires tu improve in a substantial manner its attitude towards Judaism and towards Jews,
it ig iacumbent upon it tu cuange its fundamental denominator. This isg possible, but most
Christians are not pr.pared fur it. "It is nore important for them to wash their hands
in innotency on t the Jewish question, (p.24) I,deed this accounting which Flusser makes
with Chr¢stianity throughout its pgenerations until this very day is nothing but the reck—
oning of a Jewish person who has seen antisemitic terror and the hostile attitude of
Christiarity to Jydeisw in every place. This is also the reckaning of a man who is an
expert in the ins and outs of Christianity from its beginnings, and knows how far Chris-
tianity has departed frug its uriginal sources when it developed step by step cut of
variois considerationg its negative attitude towards its parent Judaism, one of whose sons
was Jesus himself,

The author did well to sum up in his preface, noting that it ig desirable to try t.
understing Christianity, but one must learn the weaning of the Torah of Igrael., Apd while
he notes that in both there is an important neaning and great tidings, he passes over to
words of extravagant appreciation for the Torak of Igrael. "Isracl's Torah indeed demands
hamony ' the psychic ("Imfshiim") forces in man, and fashions for them a world of sanctity,
a world of cormmandmnents,..in all places, or almust in all blaces, where wan stands with
an unprefidiced gage at reality, the influence of Igrael's Torah is recognized in the
world. The Jewigh man secks that his heart be pure, not in order that his small private
world only he blessed, for an . easing by nieans of private salvation. Hig prayer is:
'Purify our heart to serve Thee in t ruth.! And this is truly great grace." {p,27) 1In thig
way is the substznce of Judaism at its roots emphasized, in contradistinction to the Cnris-
tian faith, whose principle concern is the salvation of the individual by means of the
simple proecess o' faith in that tale cited above.

The opening rrticle, which was first published about three vears ago (in the monthly
"KESHET B'ALAN", Yssue 38, 1976) duubtless reflects the position of Flusser towards Juda-
isit and Christianisy, and one may say, that it was precisely that comprehensive, dealing
with the suurces o Christianity in t he course of decades which strengthened,\ 1le Jewish
scholar--in a secieftific and suber manner--thwse foundstions of cognition ané emoticn,
that were iwplanted, within him fror. the beginning as a Jew,

Freceding the cther articles of the book is the une about the literary relationghip
among the three Gosprls, and it is well that this article is placed at the beginning, in-
asmuch as there sre iresented therein the fundamental writings of Christianity, the Synup-
tie Gospels (ﬁcc:ordl Yz te Matthew, Mark & Luke), a nd the Gospel accurding to Jpohn, and
the literary relationihips awong thew are exanined, ¥ﬁ It}ée.g;urse of this, a position is
astablished conceming the time of the ceuposition, “an ?empﬁasized the need to be freed
of the concept of the priurity of the Gospel according to Mark. Likewise, there is the
pussibility to recvgnize the words of Jesus and his doings by comparisen with parallel
material fron the Jewish world.

An inferesting wpic is the examination of the figure of John the Baptist against the
background of the yarious discoveries of the Serolls. Ag is known, John plays an inportant
Part in tle Chrisiian tradition, on account of the fact that J esug was a nember of the com-
bany which surrcunded him and wame baptized under his inspiration, and alsac onageount of
the importance o” tie ceremony of bap tism, which Christianity adapted to it self directly
under his influence. Until the discuovery of the scrolls it was difficult to know the
teaching of John and his positi.n, because of tle paucity aof sources. Afterwards, however,
it became clear that ihe texts of the scrollsfindicate a very grcat kinship between Joln
and the Judean Desert sect. Flusser analyzes at length this kinship, The fact is stressed
that in Christian baptism the aspect of cleansing of the body is veided, and the idea r.af.
repentance is weakened, Op the other hand, two uther rinciples are stressed, which Chris—
tanity inherited from Jewish baptizers—~the atonement for sins and the giving of the

Tl Cnipi g (after it had 7% received a fptally differ nt sense). Aecurding to
John the b, o, st and the scet of the Judaean Desert, the atonement f sina -mwakes the
Person bapti zed Tiv ror the purification of his flesh by the waters of baptispm, while in
Christian baptism the Tink hetween baptisw for atinement of sine wae wnderstood am a link
between cause ang effeota The baptism leads ta r+.oa~swa€ fOr sins, and the peyson bein,:
baptiged wesheo hie MM mviniy fe e WELET, e Christian believes tha t the very fact
MORE
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of baptisnm re}auves his sins, and thus baptism becane a sacranent, (p.lOB) .

In anovther area of .Cpristianity—the mtter of the Last Supper--it appears that by
comparison of the system of the Egsenes, while Jesus att he ocutset conducted himgelf in the -
manner of {he accepted Pharasnic urder of Preceding tle wine to the breed, afterward under
the influence of the Essenes, 1 ke order was changed, and amung thoge cungregations that Payl
visited the Essene mnner was accepted and established-—that is, bread, and afterwards wine.
To this, of course, wos added the - . sigmificant layer of the sacramental meal and the
assumption that there is in the blood of Jesus the power of atunement, t he blood of the eove-
nant, which is realized in the neal when the wine ig the bloodo £ Jesus, :

- Inthe wake of the Look of Justice Hayip Cohen, "¢ Trial and Death of Jesus the
Nazarene, " (5’?28), Flusser analyzes this category and discusses mainly the question of
the scientific system of the schularghiy relating to thig trial, Alongside words of
praise, the author does not Spare his criticis and determines that "from the voint of
view of Hayim Cohen there 1s to be found, therefore, the sane weakness that alwbst in

evitably '~ - leads o "sensational ‘discoveries, " [ relieson secondary and uncertain
infomation,_ wiich in any case engenr]e:;_!]}i;ﬁéc?l giff‘imlties, and these secundary Jdif-

o7 . 3 (ST ) . :
ficulties you can -resolve wnly if you llmx xnm%xmrﬁ the order of the stopies in t he

Gouspelr, e information which is not historical but which were developed in the course
of the literary tradition. In order.to overcone these difficulties, shich seem o us
superfluous, layim Cohen indeed accepts most of this secundary information, but inverts
their content frum end +o end. " I we read that He meeting of the Council ‘was intended
to de liver Jesus b the Romans, or even to s entence hip to death, then according tn

Hayim Cohen the Couneil mecting was f.r nething else than o s8ave him from tlie hands of

“" the Rom}'_ms...""(p. 141) Apd in ancther place the suthor determiines: "icocording to

- Hayim Coben, Jesus sustained blows Lecause the Couneil despaired of a1l hope to save
Jesus from the sentence uf the Rouvans, and was disappointed at the failure of itg
efforts during a long and vearisome night of vigil. Hayinm Cohen relis ¢specially on -
the untrustworthy source of John, but if you read vhat is said there, you willcértainly'
‘not £find much reseublance between the words of John and the words of Hayim Cohen.”(p.lflﬂ)
Flusser is of the opinion that even though Cohen did not inténd tu write a hook of apo-
logetics, nevertheloss there is his book surething to cause a considerable degrec of
satisfaction tv those Jews whese attitude to this subject is mainly erotional, since
according to tids boule, not only are the Jows innucent of crime, but the lawful authori-
ties (the Sanhedrin and 4. High Priest and his coupany) rade a trenendous effyrt L*.
save Jegsus, Finally, Flusscr presents his uwWil position: "Aetually, it seenms to ne

that there is here no ulie to accuse and avthing to anend, " _There_mmains only ancient
trials and wounded souls, and we can prevail over them only if we see ourselves as we
are, and so we should see the men of the past as well--ip all their greatness and in
all their wenkness, :

An analysis of parallels in the 1itera1y-philological_ system is made by Lhe author
when he takes one of the well-kneynm cxcerpts from the teaching ofJesus and compares it
to Jewish suurces, angd esje cially to the Serull of 71'1'1m1ksgivings ("megilat ‘hahodiyot "):
"BLESSED AKE 711 POOR IN SPIRIT FOK THEIRS IS T KINGDOE op HEAVIN, BIESSED ARE THR

MOURNERS FOR THEY SHALL Bl COFORTED. BLESSED ARE THE MBEEK FOR THEY SHALL INHERIT THE
EARTH, " (Matthew 5:3-5) Flusser bresents a passage from- the Seroll of Thanksgivings
which is n:t only close ini ts general ideology 1o the excerpt f the Sermon on the
Mount, but it ia buseible o find a literary resenblance. Thig system of the author
is revealed more forcefully in the freat article, "The Sect uf 4 he Jydean Desert and
Christianity Before Paul, " In the ‘introduetion &, the article the amthor analyzes
tie cunclusions of #ie exanination he nade, according to which--in congradistinction
to the Guspel of John,~ few are the rarallels x- - X5 % between the Gusels of the three
ancient Gospels and the writings of the Jydean Desert sect, and even their importsnee
is relatively suall. On the other hand, there ig a ‘marked rescmblance between the
Scrolls and between the epistles of the New Testament and £ he writines of tie Byvang el-
ist John. Inasmuch as there is nc teaching ur any central significance which is near .
to that of tie thinking of the sect (such as the teaching of election, and the._dualism‘)'
that is restricted to a single buok in the New Testanent, it Wy be assumed that theye
exists g comnon soeurce of influence——g layer of Christian thought which was especially
influenced by the ideas of he sect, and John “the Evangelist, Faul, and otiers
absorbed the theological cuncepts of thig layer, (p. 315) 'In_mjntinua‘tian, Flusser
analyzes a number of basic categories——the dualign of good and evil, originsl gin,:
the election of grace, the commnity of Gyd, the new fovenant, baptism, the spirit
and the relation of flesh and spirit, In the article, "The Jewish Origin from

MR



Greek influences op the bfaginning_of Christianity ig based
4 ¢ toxets in the latep Hellenic world., 0n the other hand, most of the
phenouena which exist atthe bLeginning of 'Chl‘istianity can be explained fully on the
basis of Jewish Blurces: "ye spiritual ferment in the Judaism of the Secund Cummunwealth,
pnetnmatic phenonena and its. mythic thought, is what 7. briught forth from its midst
Christianity, » (p.447)_' o

Thdecd it ig impossible tq describe and Analyze all the articles in this book in
this brief space--2% articles in all. . We will alsg wention among hig topies: . "The.
Testinony of Josegﬁi Concerning Jesug, " "The Parables of Jesus and the Parables in :
the Rabbinic L'j_teratture"-,- "Prophecy about Jerusalem in the New Testament, » "Malehizedek
and the Son of Map, n Exegesis of the 014 Testament in the Hey Testament, " "Redepption
in the Present and- Redenption for the Puture," apg more, #

s noted, the bock closes with the article, wp o R.lationships of Judaism -and
Christianity in the Past and the Present (a nunber of remarks concerning tle birth
of Christianity from the midst of Judaism), This is not really an article, but a con-
centration of 59 basic brefiises, the firgt of ‘which declareg: "Jesus wag a Jew, lived
within the Jewish faith, and died fur it. He was born "under the Law! (Galatlans 4:4),
and did not wish to be a refurmer of Judaism, (T,ﬂis article appeared originally in
English wrider t he title, "peses on tie Egertence of Christianity".) In Rewark No, 1»
the author explaing that the accuseticn 8gpinst the Jews that they slew, asg it were,
Jesus is a change ip form, no doubt more efficient, of the true accusation, that the
Jews did not becounge Christians, Thig accusation (of rleicide}__ probably grey up somewhere
at the beginning of Jewish Christianity. It was willingly accepted by many Christians
among the Gentiles, whereby they could attack the "‘wic_ked " Jews, Tye existence of
Judaism, Fluscer Says, is a cuntinuing pPerplexity, Jydaism as g tolderated religion
© 8erves as a pretext against the right of Judaiag to a H:11 existence. Here, too, the
words of the brophets bLecone a caricature: This is the ancient caricature whichser?_ed
several - vy portions of the Ney Testanent against the Jows ( Remark 54). CApd
finally, "Jesus has becoue a sturce of division Letween Jews ang Christians, q]iite .
contrary to hig intentiung, The emphasis on the true Gospel of  Jesus is.the hope of
Christianity, Jesus the Jew is likely in such a Henner not <z+ to divide between
Jews and Christians, but t, unite they, " :

We cannot separate from this iwportant and interesting book, which should be read
and reread for the sake of deepening know ledge and understanding, without cuomuenting

on two matters Whli:h Tequire correction, (The Teviewer then brovides several # -+, .
; t,’ﬁﬁié‘élﬁing grawna tical niceties ang spelling-—td =~ -1~ o L
TR - TRANSIATOR'S NOTE)  @ND aRrICLE :

) ) An Inter_view with Pyofessor David F_lussei'.)
BYLINE: Penina Maiseligch (PHOTO INSET: Ppor, David Fiusser) : N
QUOTE 4+ In recent weeks Frof, Dgvig Flusser has published two important’ books which
. have come out almest att he very same time: The first volume of the ébientiﬁc eri ti que
of the bouk of Jusephon, which is one of the model buoks of Jewish hisfo'iiogmphy_.in
the Middle Ages, and the bouk "Jyuaism and the Sources of Chrs Hanity," FProf. Flusser
i8 numbered tuday anmong the -gsericus scholars of Cypristianity in the world, afld his bock
"Jesus", published in Gemmany in 1968, has been translated into six languapes, -

(SECOND ARTISLE ON 5anp PAGE: ."ABOUT JEWS, CHRISTIANS & REPENTANCE FACING TIE TV CAMERAS:

In Pmof. Flusser's biography there is something quite unusual, He is a nati‘.ve af
Vienna (1917), a mewber of an assimilated fawily. His first encounter with Judaism wos
when he wes: a student of classical philology in the University of Prapue, where a2 Pro-
testent minister gave him a Bible in Czeck tré_ns]atiuh._ After hé emigrated o Isrmel
in the year 1939, - he became an vbservant religious Jei. :

Q:  WHAT LED YOU, AN OBSERVANT JEW, TO BNGAGE IN RESEARCH OF CHRISTIANITY? .
A: In 193 1 enigrated to Eretg Yisrael, but even before that, I had decided to (I-ee‘ll

with the Second Temple period. I studied Jewish and Greek History at the Hebrew Univer-

- sity, and 't‘.hé, first work that I did was on Phile of ﬁlexandrieg,_ Tor I did not kn?w very

mich about the sources in that veriod which were written in Hebrew.._.' From that time I

have never abandoned iy dealings with that epa. *By chance,. in the Year 1956 there crened :
up a '_depar'tnient fir the sciences of religion at the Hebrew Uni}'_ersity,- mlud Prof. Gsrshom !
Scholen approached me to fsach here the suiject of early Chlisttar}ity', which I knew.. as a

part of the Second Tenple history. I expanded the area of my lessons to other subjects,

especially the apaeryphal bocks, and throushout the ¥ears I have continued r-ioHF’ . 0
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also to study rabbinics, This enabled me to understand the primitive Christian Suurzces
in a profounder way than ususl, since I tried to study the Jewish sources in all thedsr
variegations. In addi tion, I had studied the cul ture and language of the Gyecks in
the high school and universiiy of Pyague, and therifore T can check the Cyristian
sources from both the Hebrew and Apamaic suurces and from the Greek side as well.
Thanks to that coincidence I am now in a surt of key pusition, and therefore both
Jews and ChrisH ang (out of their various motivations) are interested to study with
me. DBut in the Jewish-Christian dialogue carried om- by the State of Israel, I am

not invited, for some reasun, from the Jewish side, and in this respect it is my
Christian colleapgues who turn to me. The truth is thst I do not deal only in Christ—
ianity, but alse in Judaisn, whether of the period of antigu 1ty or of the Medieval
era, but the public here is nore intercsted in Christianity than in Jydaism, Qut of
infantile curiosity they are interested to kn.w what is doing in the neighbour's bed.-
room and not in their own bedroom.

Q: Does not the fact that you engage in C}.}ristian studies cause you personal @nflic =
- inasmuch as you are a religious Jew? .

A:  In occupying mysclf with Christlanity there are no interral conflic ts. The prablem
is especially with the inportant Jows who enjoy the fat of the land, and do not want -
understand that a scholar is a scholar, a nd is not a preacher of love or hatred.

Q: Is the revision of Cpristian attitudes tcsards Judaism an ideal, or a realistic
 possibility?

A: We do not knuw where this development will lead within Jypdsisw or Cyristianity,

It is reasonable to assume that in Christianity there wi 11 be a polarigzation, with

certain Christiar sircles reinforeing the anti-Jewish stereotype, while other circles

will view Judaism as "the beloved sister, "

Q: Has the establishment of tie State of Igrael led to a change in the official idev
logy of the C(nristian church vis-t-vis Judaism? . ® _
A: Tt has indeed caused a change, in two directions. On the one hand, among certain
Christian circles there has developed after the Holocaist and the establishument of the
State of Israel, a positive attitude towards the State, inasmuch as in their eyes i*
serves as a verification of the words of the Pruphets., On the other hand, there are
other Christian circles,.” . under the influence of secularist groups hostile to us,
in whose eyes the State of Israel represents a not so positive factur, because in their
opinion it indicates the obstinacy of t he Jews who are not prepared to be integrated
into the "universalistic" appruach of theirs,

Qi There 7+ increasing note anong us of a retum to religion and faith. Haw do you
regaru ihis phenomenon? g '
A: In recent years there fixists the possibility of the flourishing of all religions
inasmuch as they fill the vacuum left by ideologies that have disappointed. This is
not exactly what I would wish for modern religions, since it is not the humane e lerent
which will prevail here, but the emotions of ha tred. _Religion is liable to enable
irrational approsvhes in the negalive sense of this '!;emi ; grici'(fﬁén it will give vent o
the drive fur ag;ressive ewotions, which the existing ideologies are no longer able 49
provide in go Siﬁg%%st%ia ranner. Onthe other hand, insofar as it..touches the.Jrf?ws,
it is after all mmﬁmﬁ that they recognize the importance of Judaism as a religion,
something wich many among the Gentiles recugnize, but among us it is somewhat belittled,

Qi What about the vision of a "Halachic State" which has been chltivated by certain
circles in religious Jydaism even vefore the establishment of the State, in con-
trast with the separation .of religion and state, according to the ideal of Prof.
Isaiah Leibowitz? (NB: "HALACHA" "HALACHIC": Refers %o Jewish religious law. TRANS)

&: Tpe problem of the State of Igrael and "halacha" does not atem only from the infiex—

ibility of the halacha. Tpe main problem is that. the decisive majority of the people

of ILsrael is not prepared to take upon itself the authority of the halacha, and does not

even know what the meaning of this concept is. I dor'# know haw it is possible to

prevail in thie crisis, the sensco f which is not in a general way "liberation" from

the darkness of the past, but the loss of Jewish identity, and even the loss of mininal

knowledge of Judaism. From this agpect, agreat part of t he pgpulation_of tie State of

Israel continues in the way which began with the Emancipation. This sociological fect

is very interesting, a should Le a subject fur research. If it were possible for a .

decisive majority of tlle?g}.fgznns of the Siate of ‘Israel to take upon themselves on .rin-.

ciple the authority of the halacha, then the halacha would.certainly adjust ;S?iglf +
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the Prevailing mood of 4 he citizens. of the State of Israel, Tye fact that it is more
'ﬂmn___a"c;ent_uz‘y_ since the Jhalacha's authority is accepted by only a minority is the cause
of the halacha de‘vel_oping_ today in a sectarian way, :

@ Apd I inpy .innocc-r;ce thought “that the tendency of the halacha tob e tuoday more

- and mofe 'sectarian is the VETY -cause uf most of the people's alienation from it,
Ar Inopy opinion, “rd- -- The rabbis = avye becume extrenists, whether in the
mwmtters of halachs or inmatters of beliefs ang opinions, ang sometines they shut thep..
selves out: from intelligent thinking, inasmuch as their flocks are so restricted with
" negative symptoms, - R T A . B o

Q: Has not religious Jydaissy sinned ., - ip that,- with the establs hment of the State of
"Israel it did not f- shicn a religious legislative framework wherein every observant
Jew could be integmted into all sectors of the life of the State, including those
which by their nature’ invylve vivlation of i—.he-Sabbath and Holy Days?

A: BRgain it should be said that Teligicus Judaism in freneral distinguishes between

religivus Jews and non-religivus Jews, and accepts this ag an idenlogical fact in the

present situation as a rnatural situation, Among many of the nembers of religious Juda..
ism there ig a lack of love for Israel (the pgople), and they often forg__et_'jtha_.t there ig
such a concept as "cla] yisrael" (the generality of Israel, or mall Israsl"), Thue,

the halacha becanes sonething distorted, For the sake of peace in a city religicus

Judaism is willing to permit travel on the Sabbath on such and such a é_treét,' but pro.-
hibits travel on sote sther street, in order ‘mot to offend the fe"eling-s'mf I-'eligious
Jews, " who happen to live on the same satreet, I bave not heard - o now that the
concept of Meelings™ i a halachie concept. But again it mist be stressed that this
disfortion w1s not ereated -hecau_se of the character of the Jewish religion, but vecause
of the existing crisis in the areca of halacha, One most siate that the root of ‘granting
exemption tgf'}::eﬂf;ious Joews from military service derives from the transfer of Cgr%a ian
concepis of distinguishing between the secular am and the religiousg arm (of %l%:%&}mt
which began wi ti us even. before the establishment of the State in the matter of enligi-
ment into the Britisp Army during Worle War II. of course, one must be thankful that
among those who do not go into nilitary service for re ligious reasons, as a result of
this situation, there has developed an ideology, according to which, the Jewigh people
are divided into those whe study for the sake of the people and those who serve in the
nilitary for the sake of the peaple, Sometines, approaches of this kind, which derive

from an error, still have something elevated about them,

Q:  If the ides of a State of Halacha is no longer a realistic possibility today, would
1t not be better for us to accept t he principle of the separation of religion from
State, at least in order to privent distortion of cuncepts, and social wrongs which
ére caused Ly the present situation?

A: The geparation of relijdion frem the State stands in cuntradiction tu the original

plan of the Torah of Israel, which may have teen given in the desert, ut whose inten-

tion was to set up in the Land of Israel a State whose laws wuuldﬁhe laws of the Torah.

According to the Torah, there is no split between religion and peoplehood. In addition,

most of the Jewisy Peopula tion in Israel, even if they want to travel on the Sabiath,

ete., recoils for bersonal reasuns from the separation of religion and State, The per—
centage of persuns who desire mixedmmarriages is certainly small to this day. I know
that even in secular Eibbutzin they do not always view with favour mixed mrriages, ho—
cause they are apprehengive, and Justly, of the loss of the last remnant of their Jewish
identity. What now exists is a sloppy approach from all sides. And again, this approach
stems from the crisis in Jydaism, Tye idea of separation of religion and State originates
in Prutestant thinking in Furope and dmerica, and it is in complete contradiction to “he

Torah uf Israel and the ideology of Judaiem, This concept fits in well with the views

o

of Prof. Leibowity since he Tegards history as unsanctified, andﬂlfaving no tie to religion.

Q: In your opinion, is there any place in Jydaism for the Reform & Conservative nove--
ments?

A: 8o far as Progressive Judaism is concerned, my opinion is that if it were possihle

to bring at least a portion of these rabbis closer to activity within the accepted frame—

work, I would not object to their being accepted as rabbis. Byt the question is not

really related t¢ the purely religious side of the matter, but what exactly is the ex.-

tent of good will; or to the cuntrary, among certain representatives of thege movenel g,

who have actually nothing to do with religicus aspects at all,

MORE



-

UCCL NEWS CLIPPINGS (CONT'D) Select,52 (8)

Q@ What is your opinion ahout the "penitents" in the State of Israel of our days?

A: There exists = positive developrent in the last twenty years, and that ig—the
recoiling from Israel's Torah in the secularist camp is weakened, a nd there is apparent
a sense of respect for those who are "religicus". T ap only afraid that parallel with
the development anong other religions, the penttents =~ ARt will congtio
tutie a pyst-~Jewish Judaism, even as there exists today a pust-Christian Christianity. .
At the {ime that I accepted fur nyself the yoke of Torah and the commandments when I
carme to the land of Israel, I was ashamed that formerly I had not observed the commend:-
ments, and therefore there was certainly no exhibitionistic basis for my new way of

life which I hLad taken upon myself. Opnly in the innermost chambers was I wont to ask
thuse who were closest to me what ome praye ang how one keeps the commandwents. Today
this process, which is at heart an intimate process, is done to the loud sound of trum-
pets and before television cameras. OND INTYERVIEW, '

END TRANSCRIFT 10, 2,79/mb

2O5TSCRLPT:

DETE: 8.2.79 JOURNAL: HERUSALEM POST LETTER TO EDITOR

HEADTNG : "WOMAN OF TIE YLAR"

QUOTE  : Your recent article a buut 22 women who were awarded Women of the Year title is
certainly well taken. I suppose that if all the deserving women were listed, a special
edition of THE POST would be necessary.

However, how could the most internationally famous member of the Knesset have been
missed? Shulamit Aloni is widely and fondly hailed by women of the global comani ty,
Can it be true that she is a prophet undiscovered in her own land?

Sister Margaret Ellen Traxler,
SChool Sister of Notre Dane,
Chicagn, Illinois. - Director of the Ipstitute of Women Tgday.
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