UCCIL' NEWS CLIPPINGS DIGEST SELECTIONS No. 57 (to 4.4.79)
SUBJECT NUI':[BER ONE: "THE MISSION" (AND THE FALSE PROPHET)

DATE : 26.3.79 ~JOURNAL: "MAARIV" (HEBRLW P.H. INDEPINDENT) NEWS ITEM
HEADING: “THE PROPHET" AHARON 1EVY AND HIS WIFE HELEN ARRESTED"

(Suspected of "Judsizing" Christians and Bxploiting their Siatus as New Immig:mnts)
BYLINE : Hurith Dovret '
QUOTE : Aharon and Helen Levy, owners of "Bethel Zion" in Azur, were arrested this morn-
-ing by the Frauds Division of the Police on suspicion of meking false declarations in the
Rabbinic Court, for aiding and abetting the acquisition of Identity Certificates and New
Immigrant Certificates illegally, and as suspects in the commission of offenses against
the Customs Rogulations by exploiting New Immigrant Rights to avoid payment of taxes. An
investigating team has been set up for the affair, at whose head is Officer Baruch Gavrield,
Deputy Chief of the Frauds Division, and Sgr Michael Horowitez. This morning at 6.00 the
investigatbws raided the house on Rehov Moshe Sparat, 2, in Azur.

Logal imminity has been promised to the young couple, Bill and Lunda 8t 728 Bhve
been living until recently at "Bethel." 1t has been decided not to put them on trial as -
partners in a freudulent act inasmuch as they are cooperating with the police and giving.
all the information known to them about the matter to the police concerning the affair
vwhich was exposed by the MAARIV reporter, :

Lunda and Bill Bicks, Christians reared in the bosom of the church, were wed by the
Rabbinate in Jyly 1975 after a hearing conducted in the Rabbinic Court in which a decision
was reached by the Chief Rabbi of Tel-Aviv, Rabbl Hayim David Halevy, concerning the Jewish~
ness of the two. Tpe court relied upon the testimony of Aharon Levy who claims that he is
ng prophet and meslsenger of God," and of Brad Romans, & Cpristian who was then living at
‘vBethel," and de¢lared that he was Jewish. On the basis of false declarations of the young
‘couple and of fharon Levy, they .were given Tdentity Certificates and New Immigrant Certific—
ates, and received the rights of new immigrants, which they used to purchase many items,
some o f which are found in"Bethel®, and some have been sold by Aharon Levy without payment-
of the tax, as required. ’

Bill Hicks who left "Bethel" a year ago succeeded in freeing himself from the influ-
ence of "the Propbet” and retumed to Israel in order to rescue his wife and free her from
this negative influence. On Wesnesday evening he succeeded in getting the young woman out
of "Bethel with the help of Attomey Silvio Nahum and the aasista.nce_._of the police. Ont
of fear of the vengeance of "the prophet' she was concealed by religious elements in "™eah

Shearim" in the capital, and was given psychological treatment which released her from heT:

depandence upon Aharon {evy. (SEE ADDITIONAL DETAILED STOKY)

DATE: 26.3.79 JUURNAL: "MAARIV" (HEB PH IND) DETAILED NEWS STORY (EXPOSE)
HEADING: "MY HUSBAND IS SATAN", THE YOUNG WOMAN CRIED, UNDER THE INFLUMCE OF THE

FALSE PROPHET IEVY OF AZUR" (PHOTUS: Aharun & Helen Levy, Bill Hicks, Lunda H.)
BILINE: DNyrith Bovrat ' T
EXCERPTS: "I am the prophet. I am a messenger of God. This is the House of God (Bethel), "
Aharon levy screamed angrily, leader of the sect "Beth-el Zion" when the police of the
Holon Station ordered him on last Wednesday to honour the Rebbinical court order ruling
that Lunda Hicks, age 24, wha had been steying at his home for four years, mst leave and
retum to her husband., Ianda resisted all the efforts of her husband Bill to convince her
to free herself freom the influence of "the prophet" who gought to divide them, Upder the
influence of Aharon Lgvy she claimed that her husband was "3atan", and that she mist obey

the instructions of the scct leader Aharon L.vy.

Husband Bill lived with his wife at Bethel for three years, and left a year ago after
s Maariv reporter exposed the true nature of Aparon Levy in a report published in July 'T1.
Bill Hicks had retummed to Israel to work for the return of his wife to him.... One of the
heads of the fRetivists against the Mission, a representative of "Yad L'Akhim", who has
been working to stop the activity of Aharon Levy, was secretly introdi ced to the affair
and helped to conceal the couple out of fear of the possible vemgeance of "the prophet."
The couple were concealed for three days in Meah Spearim, the ultra—orthodox neighbourhood
in Jerusalem, and the psychologiat David Miller, who was bruought specially from the U.5.-A.
by the husband, treated the woman in order to release the woman from the influence and
dependence upon her of Levy. Spe ¥ coovered and began to cooperate, and she and her hus—
band were willing to tell all that was known to them about the activities of Apharon & Helen

LGV)’, ill OIﬁeI‘ tO b]’.‘iﬂg thﬁm tU JuSthC- sane
It was the MAARIV investigation which exposed the affair, wits By11l & Lunda Hicks re-

lating the background of the evants as they develuped.
MORE
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a—

“ _of Israel was complecied, the pmactical part commenced.-

"y wife snd I were married in the Tel-Aviv rabbiaR /AR ish ¢opeBony) ). red before
the Rebbinical Court that we were both Jews as well as our mothers, We did this under
the direction of Aharon Levy who represented himself as a "prophet and messenger of God,*
and said that we must submit. to him. Both of us were raised ‘as Christians, and there is
not in our families a drop of Jewish blood. We attended clurd regularly and we believe
in Jesus. In 1973 we were married in a church, a fact well-known to Levy. He knew thav
we were lonely, far.from our families, seeking a new and betterway of life, amd he unde® -
stood that.he could influence us by means of religious belief." ' :

"Billl'_:Hicks, a 25—year {ild_f,merican; was a mémber of t he "Bethel Zion" sect for thwee

" years, and lived under the influence of Aharon Levy in Azur. He told the MAARIV Correspond-

ent how he had met the son-in-law of Aparon lLevy in Dallas, Texas, where he first heard of
"Bethel", which was, according to him, supposed to énzble him and his wife fg¢ live in Isrnel
under conditions resembling & kibbutz. The two of them arrived in Israel and were housed

. by Aharon 'Levy and his wife Helen in%hedr home.

"It was then that the brainwashing began 'which'gradwaily made us totally dependent un
Levy. As hard as 3% it to understand, we were completely in bondage to him. Ve gave him
all our savings, even the 55,000 that my wife Lunda inherited from her mother. We worica
for him and helped him to reciuit other believers. He used the system of 'divide and 1iic’.
even cut us off from- the little contact we still had with our families, and ruled over wuc
He forbade us to Imve any free contact with the outside world, forbade us to use the ‘il ..

- phone,. an (i'ead the letters that we receivéd_.. W, hardly ever left the house, and whentve s

we did so, it wa& only in the company:2f Levw or his wife. He used fear and verbal peleia--
sion as well as illustrations from the New Testement in order to convince us." :

“Bill Hicks admits “hat "oday he himself is shocked to think that for threc yomie
(he) was undef this kind of influence. wé'g,_g]j_eved in him, and reslly thought he was &
_prophet, a messenger of God, and that we had to submit to him,™ he relates. And for three
years another couple also lived at Wiethel" with their two small children. It was in July
1977 that the MAARIV Correspondent exvosed this affair which restilted in the flight of ¥eyle
and Brad Romans with their ehildran from "Bethel™ and__their retum to their family in the UsA.
Tpe Romans couple also had a “treathett” similar (to Hickses) from Aharon Levy. "He declared
in the Min. of Int. that Brad is Jewish despile the factv that he J}S-Chrs._stian. In t.ha1.: 'n“}
he could use his immigrant rights," Bill relates. MLevy told us that we must becote _cj::l.t:_zens
o £ Israel, gave us documents +o sigh, and smince we don't know Hebriw, attendet_l to the whole
process by himself. # ~oi. Rt - L L T

" According to him, whoever Lelicves it the s-ssiah is o true Jew, and we had nothlx?ﬁ;"lﬁi
fear in testifying that we are Jefrish. My application to the Min. of Int. arf'(:\._lse_.fd_? cex l.;x n
amount of suspicion, but Lunda had a reply that it was in order and. that ghe J:_.s",-Jem‘;sI; ) :eVY
hed a plan that if he succeeded in getting us mar_ried, the Min. of Int. would ‘also, beligte
that we are Jewish and would give us(Israel:i) documents. " & y
¥ ts, and ro one asked us for verificatiofis.

"...We gave fictitiovse nemes for our parents, and for P
Concerning.éii'mmcisian-;- I had tlis done in the USA for healtli, re,agons, 10111':1 o one ?th
me for formal verifi cep --gnoﬁhatd'h%g F=d béen done_ according _i‘:o Jewlsh 1_m:ilr, B-;._}} re -L;\..,
nq“_‘?ﬁh*a}rfmz; "I enjoyed "uﬁg;'_éerewr%ong"r ¢ ry much .which was very gimple. Th‘?. 'huppa (ecant_)pg ;b e
vas spread out, the Rabbi rcad th' "ketuba" (watriage COﬁtl_"f-"c‘?). "“I_‘d I gave 1_‘““ weddlr:‘gf__tan -
Bill Jicks adds that "Mit seems that Levy was right, £ or from that _mor_.uex}t on 'we h?'ld no i i herL
problems. When they expréSSed astonishment in the Min. Int,,: Levy E’lald t? themi1 F..I'_g ks doubt--
ing & decision of the Rabbinate?' So they decided to grant us citizenship.... |
I 15 conversion to ¢itizenship of % he Stetu
Tre two used their ilraqigrant piiri—

“leges to purchase goods without paymént of customs., "Levy bought a Ford Trensit automod’ie,
which he s01d ‘when T left him. He kept the money for himself, of course. Be bought an organ,
a giant fridge, a laundromat, a seving -machine, ‘and other-'e_lectric_:a]_. gpp].mpces,-_apd then
put them in his own'hou"sse_..’“ Ny : ' %

When t he ceremonial part of whe young couple

.. hAbout the scot's activikies BAL1 relﬂtes. "Levy. represented himself wlth forceful pe~
suasion as Elijah the Prophet, and claimed that,we had* to bring i{m thers into th sec’i. He
gent mesaages, published a journal in the USH, .and_.alsor_t_ﬂa?d_l'to influence Jews ,_J.n/mzar set—

‘besides m ' :ri arica... gident. of the
ment ‘besides others during his many trips fo Aperica...."  Tpe president. of th
v e y o : rned about the whole 2f-

Rabbinic al Court in Telaviv, Rabbi Haym David Halevy was very conce; - ke o ;
fair, By means of an activist in '"Yad L'akhin" he stated that he would investigaté(ihimatter’

According to him, it is already clear that an error had been ina_de-when:-the Jewig?u_leus of the
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witness Brad Romans, who is =« actually a Gyristian, was not checked. The "Yad L'.P.kh:i'.m"
organization has submitted to the Rabbinical Cgurt a comprehengive memorandum concerning
the missionary activity of Aharcn L_vy, and informed the MAARIV reporter that it intends
to be aided hy the Hicks couple in order to prevent-a repetition of such grave incidenmts.

Bill and Iynda, who have received frum the Rpbbinate Jewish names (Joseph & Esther)
said this week that they intend to return to Israel and to do. i:everyti_ling in order to
pass through the prucess of conversion to Judeism according to halacha. "We hope tiat now
that we hm:re leamed who Aharon Levy really ie, and after every thing is known to the mlice
and the authorities, we will be free of all contact with hiz, and W 11 be able.to live as
free people, We are certain that we will not be seeking any more prophets and Messiahs
in order to build our lives. We hope that our story of the years we wasted on a false
faith will serve as a lesson to other young people," Lunda and Bill Hicks seid.... D

DATE : 27.3.79 JOURNAL: "MAARIV" NEWS STORY - ; L
HEADING: "MIN. RELIG,AFFAIRS: THE AFFAIR OF THE CHRISTIAN COUFLE WED AS JEWS--Z VERY
GRAVE MATTER." (Police have promised protection to Maariv reporter whom!' anonymons
persens have threatened in the wake of her exposure of the missionary sect "Bethul")
BYLINE : Nyrith Povrat
QUOTE : The Min.of Religious Affairs, Aharon Abuhatseira, defined as "a very grave maties"
the affair of the Christian couple who had been wed at the Rabbinate and recugnized as
Jewish in the wakeo f false testimonies b/ "the Prophet" of the sect "Bethel," Anarun Levy
and his wife llelen. Tye Wink ter invijed the heads of the Rablbinical Courts, Rabbi  Simha
Miron, to examine the file of lunda and B3ill Hicks, who in the wake of .a rebbinical weddirs
received the full rights of new immigrants. I#% has also been learned from the Min. of
Relig. Affa. that ™he court did not checkt he matter thoroughly and therefore mistakes
were made." The Ministry also acknowledged that "it was a great error” not to discover
that a Christian was among t he witnesses who appeared befcre the Rabbinical Court.

Lynda and Bill Hjcks, t ke young couple which stayed a number of years 'at_ftjhe home of
the religious sect "Bethel," um er the influence of the leader, have received a promise of
immunity from the pelice and a re coperating and giving evidence about all- the missionary
activities of the sect in Azur. " Tpe natter has been tman%rre to the District Attorney
who will fix the time of trial for the purpwse of givinB/evideace until the trial date is
set, inasmuch as the couple want ta return to the Upit ed States. '

Yesterday afterncon Anonymous persons thi'eatened the life of the MARRIV reporter whe
had exposed the affair and also the lives of her faumily...ADn anonymous person telephoncd
the MAARIV repart involved in the affair from its beginning, "W, will not forgive you for
helping to remove the young woman Lunda Hicks fmm Bethel and retuming her to her husband,
It is your fault that Levy and his wife have been arrested, am you will #be punished severely
Jor this." The speaker also threatened tle life of Rabbi Kolitz of the Tel-aviv Rabuinat.
who issued the order removimg Iynda Hicks from "Bethel,”" A complaint about the threats was
made yesterday to the police in Holon. Deputy Cdr Judah Parsi, Syation Commander, and
Officer Rafael Turjaman, Deputy Chief of the Investigations Division, are personally dealing
with t he matter. They have promised police protection to the MAARIV reporter against any
possible attack or threat to her life.

"The prophet" Ahsran Levy and his wife H,len spent the night in the detention cell at
&b u-Cabir after they were investigated for several long hours by investigators of the
Fraude Division in the Israeli Plice. Tyet wo heads of the "Bethel" sect were arrested,
as will be recalled, yesterday in the morning.... Ruring the ccurse of their investigatior
which was conducted separately, the couple succeded in meeting for a few minutes, during
which they exchanged words in Bulgarian, Imnediately afterwards the two of them collapser.
The police suspect that the "collapse" was staged and cvordinated. Mrs. Lovy fainted and
then Aharon Levy lay downan the floor as if he were unconscious. After a while: M,s. Lovy
recovered, andi he investigation continued, Aharon Lgvy was ttaken to the Donelo Hospital
and after it became clear that he was in good health, he was transfered to the prison. I
is reported that the twe are net cooperating with their investigstors.

Inthe meantime, it appears that Lunda end Bill Hicks will Témdin Jews despite the f-ot
that khey were never converted tv Judaism. This is S0 because it is not possible to anral
a decision of the Rabbinic al Court, and it is prevénted from dealing with. the matter. In sr-
Zer to annul the recognition of the couple as Jews, the Min, of Int. which granted thes an

Identity Certificate must appeal to the a Civil Court with the .consent of the Attorney
General, END ITEM. - '

NORE
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-DATE : 28.3.79 JOUHNAL: "MAARIV" - NEWS AKTICLE

BEADING: "RELATIVES OF "IHE PhOPIIT" LLADING SECT BIANCH IN TEXAS"

BYLINE : Nurith Dovrat ; s

QUOTE : The affiair of the "prophet" fharon L.vy, owner of the "Bethel" in Azur, and h.:
wife Helen, is branching out. This moming the two will be brought to the Court in Tgl-
Aviv for extension of their arrest. Tie team of investigators headed by Mjchael Horowi? :
of the Frauds Division in the Police Dept is checking.out the abundant material which has
been gathered in connection with the affair, Fromt he initial imvestigaton it appcars ~at
Aharor_l Levy, who had claimed in the presence o £ his fullowers that he wes "Elijah the
Profhet, th: Messenger of the Lord," and founded the seot of Christian—Jews who believe
in Jesus, had been receiving much money from many helievers in Israel and abroad.

_ Large sums of money, some of it in dollars, wese found in his home while & search

was carricd on by the police. Tpe police are investigation additional suspects of ties
with the actividies of the Lovy couple, Tpe possibility of imvestigating the activities

of the "Bethel" branch in Dallas; Texas in the United States, which is din.cted by relat:ves
of the "prophet" is being considered. :

Yesterday therew ere a mwber of lueal Jews familiar with the actiﬁties who conto .,
MAARTV, and promised to convey raterial they had gathered tot he po]ié:e. The disclesur:
of ¥he fraud whéreby the couple, as is suspected, succeeded in enlisting contributions
by means of false representations, has arcused many_matitiuna. ‘Tye Officex Director -
of "Mad L'Akhim" (an activist crganization agdiﬁst_ the Miasion) in the United Statesy
yesterday rmmmectod related that the sect leader of "Bethel Zion" in Azur had collected
money by é eclaring that the place was a ha ven for pmwblen families,.

~The Rabbinical Court and the Tel-aviv Rgbuvinate which permitted the narriage of the
couple according to the religion of Myses and Israel of the Cpristian couple, ILynda and
Bill Hljcks, whe lived at "Bethel," are hanging the blame on one another. Tye Hicks co™ -
ple are continuing to ‘cooperate with the police., M,anwhile, residents of Azur heve ors
ized a public committee whose purpose/ftu prevent the return of the Lgvy fanily tn t1.
place end the continuation of missionary activity by them. '

Int he wake of the fhreats‘ onthe life of the MAARIV correspondent who exposed the
affair, the police yesterday investipated various persons belonging to the sect in Agzu-
and worked with the Levys. Ycsterday there were also threats of revenge against the of: .ce
of '"Yad L'fkhim" in Dnei Rrak which aided(int he exposure of)the affair,  END ARTICLE

DATE: 29.3.79 JOUWNAL: "MAARIVY  ARTICLE _
HEADING: "MEMBEKS OF 'BETHEL' WEHE MADE TO SIGN DOCUMENT FORBIDDING THEM OQUTSIDE CONTACW
' (A11 their property and their earnings were requir ed, according to the duocument
to be transferred o the relipgious scct and its "prople-t". Lunda Hicks freely
transferred inheritance she received after notherts death. Tye defence: "It wav
5o like a kibbutz." -
BYLINE : Nurith Dovret ; ; . : :
QUOTE "The_Pro_phet," Aparon Lgvy, and his wife Helen were arrested yesterday for 10
days on order of Justice Miriaw Porat at the conclusion of a lengthy hearing conducted -
the Tel-Aviv Court. Sgt.Michael Horowitz frumth: F.auds Dyvision of the Police Dept p—:-
sented to the Justice a series of docWwients and testimonies which link the directors of
"Bethel Zion" in Azur in & complicated act of fraud, during the course of which the two
exploited the naivté of the believers who adhered t6 the sect they had founded.  Tpe po’ ce
presented to the court lists of persods -in Israel and in the U.S.A., whichwere found 'n
the Levy hone, copies of letteérs which the couple ‘were accustomed to send out, among then
appeals for contributidng, as well as photographs taken in the c.urse of #Jewish and )
Christian ceremonies conducted by the "prophet", and newspapers that were printed in Da’..
las, Texas(where a branch of "Bethel” operatcs)' and which Il'elates the pr"aises- of JesusJa' d
the Messiah. Sgt. Horowitz presented the testimonies of D11l & Lunda Hicks, who f.t)ad stryed
at Dethel several yars. It was alleged that the twowere under t he gspehological influer -2
of the Levy couple and lLecause of this bound to them, a nd tock part in part r;mf.the of fio - ses
committed kg which are mwiwsottributed to Aharen and Helen Lgvy, such-as'glvn‘lg fale_;i:_-. 28--
timony in the Rabbinical Ccurt, obtaining gert_i,f:icat,es by fraud, customs violations, et..

The young ccuple have' filed a complaint with the police agai__.r_lst thc L.vy couple, ar.f}:
the é(;urt heard the substance.of the cemplaints yesterday, a cnqrdipg to which they wer: -&x-
suaded by means of verbal in¥midation and deep religious faith to ex‘:aqu-t‘.e the plans of .
the propget and his wife. In order to obtain the benefits of new immigrants a false de-’ara

tion concerning the Jewis hness of Bill and Lunda Hicks was subnitted, and i:?;% were Wi 10
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the Rablinate in the presence of Aharun and Helen L.vy. Ay Bnthel there were phutographs
of a previous wedding ceremony of the young mouple conducted in a church. There was alsc
found in the possession of the Le{{y Cl.iuple}_ photographs of U.S. Pppulation Registry certif-
icates containing the names of the parents of Iunda and Bill. At the Rabuinic Court Levy
@%Eﬁ%ﬁd false names, The police submitted additional testimony in writing (v ich was

g% to the MAAKIV repurter) in w.ich ancther believer of the "Bethel"™ sect, Brad Ro.
mang, admitted that he was a Cpristian despite the fact that he was registered with the Min.
of Interior, on the recommendation of Levy; as & Jew. DBrad Rumans worked at Tadiran, znc
delivered all his wages te "Bethel,” His wage slips were among the documents that the p2tice
discovered at the place,

An unusual document presented yesterday in court was signed by Lunde Hicks, in which
she undertook tu obey "the laws of Dethel"™ which had been estavlished by the Lgvy couple.
The document was found after a search made by the police at the site. Tpe laws farbade, anong
_ther things, contact by members with the cutside world, including telephune conversaticis
and the receipt of mail. All thelir savings, property, wages, pussessions, including any i-
heritance they might receive, were demanded of them. fLbsolute obedience to the demands of
the sect leaders was required. In obedience to these instructions, Lunda Hicks conveyed li.r
inheritance received after the death of her mother (amounting to 100,000 I.L.) to"Bethel. *

Attormey Moshe Tench, who is representing the suspects, argued in cuurt that this
amount was designated, ~ s it were, for payment of rent and househcld expenses for their
four-year stay “ifi the place. Tpe police représentahive refuted this claim when he relatc”
that the young people living in Bethel worked bard in construction and in all kindg of b -e
hold takks for which they received no pa yment,

The police cunveyed to the court a list of gocds found in the Levy home which had b.:n
bought without payment of customs duties..?grgans, electrical implememté, and an authoriz -
tiun for the, purchase of a Ford Transit car in accordance with the immigrant rights of Hill
Hicks. The car was sold after he left the place, and the noney received for the sale was -
tumed over to Aharon L.vy. The police reported yesterday that it is naking a full-flerc=ed
investigation of the activities uf the Ottuman Society "Bapthel,” and of the many funds anc
assets it received in the form of contridutions. At 'fhe same time, the police intend t3 -
vestigote the status of the sect, aud the purpeses of its activities, for which mrpose noy
persons connected with the sect will be investigated. :

Jystice Porat was told by the police of the threats uttered apainst the MEARIV reporter
in recent days and against the "Yad L'Akhin" organization and Rabbi Kolitz. T-hé pc;_'lice B o
vestigator mepmwisd stated that the release of the L_vy cuuple before th.se making the i eats
are apprehended will add to the danger in wich those involved in the affair _find thensel res.

Attorney Teneh argued that "this is a routine matter of false declarations in the e -
binaie and custors offences, and the watter ¥ runs over into the field of faith and re.l -
ious philosephy." According to him, "the.place has &he character of a cummune, and poopls
live there as in a kibbutz." Justice Miriam Porat did nut accept his arguments end detn.ned

the couple for ten day s inaswuch as, in her view, "the offences involved are nost sericas.”
o END AHTTLLE

DATE: 29.3.79 JOUINAL: "YEDIOT AKHKONOT" (HED PN IND) NEWS ARTICLE

HEADING: "I PROFIET AND HIS WIFE SUSPECTED OF FRAUD AND MISLEADING IIS FOLLOWERS TO GU' &
FALSE TESTIMONY: THi POLICE--ALARUN LEVY AND HIS WIFE HAVE NOT WIKED ONE DAY & CE
TUEY CAME TO ISKAEL I 19453 COMPELLED AN AMERICAN COUELE TO "CONIRIBUTE" FUNLE AND
EXPLOITED THEIR IMMIGRAN T RIGHTS. "

Moshe Ronen, Yediot hkhrenot Currespondent. i

The "prophet", Aharon L.vy, age 67, and his wife Helena, ape ¢l, leaders of a2 - 1if

e

LYLINE
QUCTE
ious s ect called "Pethel Zion", which operated for many years in. the twwn of Azur, weic
rested yes#erday for ten days cn arder of the Tel-Aviv court, on suspicion of fraud vicia-
tions, extortion, false testimony, and ¢ustoms and inceme tax uffences. Accc}r(}intg to ﬂ"'.e.
polic e, Aharon Levy was accustomsd to draw young Christians frun the U.8. to his secz; *'.':.lch
he managed in.Israel. He claimed that he was "Elijah the Prophet. ™ H-lth the help of = e
tives whu manage a "branch™ of the sect in Dallas, Texas, he brought many young peoupls
Isreel, who lived at "Bethel" in hzur, and who were subject to his complete control,

.
H
.
1

Michael Horowitz, representing the police, clained in court that since thelr arrival
le day, and subsisted on

in I?z-ael in. the year 1945, the L.vy couple have hot worked a gina . e
the/c%;r%rgg 3%110115 which they received frum the U.S_ k. PFur thls purpose they se't up én * tO—
manic Svciety, which has many asscts, and asong them 20 dunams. of land. '?he'pollct? S??I_-dc
that Helena and Aharvn L.vy, for four years, exploited the young couple William and Lima

Hicks who arrived in Israel in 1975, and were bound to them. T};f'e_llicks couplellij(').;rzd vneT T A
. M ("
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strict regimen, and developed absolute emutiunal dependence on the L.vy couple. They tu: 1ed
over to them'all their assets and papers and becane something like robots. --Amung other
things, they were asked to réQuest uf their parents in the U.S, tou contribute 10 percen™

of their wages to _the religicus sect in Israel., Linda Hicks was compelled to contritate
her portion of her/uicther's inheritance in the sum of 5,000 dollars as well,

The investigator also added that William and Linda Hicks arrived in Israel in 197F
after they had been warried in a church ceremeony in Cglifomia in 1973. Nevertheless, tle
Levys persuaded them to give false testimony at the: Rabbinate and at other agencies in - ler
to prove they were Jews and to benefit fruw the rights of new dmwigrants, Wyen they ob*: ined
these rights, the Hickees purchased valuable gouds which were registered on thér Inwier:: &
Certiﬁcdtes, tut were then transferred tu the pessesdion. of the L.vys. Among the items
were & Ford Transit car and a church urgsn. fccording to the police, the Levys violated
customs and fraud regulationa.

At the end of 1977 William Hicks was sent cut cn a missionary journey to the U.S.4A, .
wh ich led te his realization of the fraudulent scheme, Wyen he returned to Israel, he
tumed to a reporter, Nurith Dovrat, whe investigated the affair. On the 2lst of Marcli
Wiliiam Hicks, amed with a Rabbinical court urder and with the aid of the police, succaided
in getting his wife out of "lethel." Tye young woman was obliged to have psychiatric ' it-
~ment to release her frum Ler dependence upen Aharon Lovy. The police also discovered cor 1-
ments verifying the complaint of Williem Hicks, and émong; them a document in vhich Linde
Hicks had yielded her private rig,h%:s and appoeinted Aharon Levy-as her mxezmbme rejr.esceni -
tive, empowered to act in her name. :

On the day of the arrest .f the suspects, the police c?géeuﬁf{t}%%%g -'geagainst thi
. lives uf members of a Jewish religious organization that bad pruvided shelter fur the yoiie
couple an¢ agdinst the rabbi and repurter involveéd in the affair. Tpe attorney for the «o—
fence, Moshe Teneh, argued in court that the police are giving the matter exaggerated pic-—
minence, amd requested th. release of § he suspects, but the gudge réjected the TR s es
and, as noted, ordered.the detention of Belena and Alaron Levy for ten days. [ND ARTICL

DATE; 29.3.79 JOUMNAL: "MALRIV" - NEWS FuATURE
HEADING: "DISCOVERY. OF ELIJAN IN AZUR.,.THE ISRAELI JOWES PHOYUELIES THE EHD TIME AND
DECEIVES THE INKOCERTO" {PHOTOS: (1) "Tye Prophet takes part in a circumcisic.r- 2
I LINE : Nurith Dovrat (of the son of vne of the Lelievers. (2) The Hickses
QUOTE : In"Bethel Zion"there lives "Elijah the Prophet" who preaches faith in &% Jesu |,
in the Messianic Days, and in the New World which will be establis hed, after, the ruin ( S
the old) by his followers, whe arce the chusen race of God., TFor sume ten years Alaron 1,y
and his wife lielena operated as "wessengers of God" and promoted their teachings in Igril
and uverseas, reaching to Dallas, Texas (USA), and set up a branéh there of "Bethel." 7 1s
# week the t wo were arrested by the Divisdon of Frauds of the Igraeli Police Force, as 18-
pects....(dGetails as in previous ateounts above)...- ' '

Fer a long period the sect leaders wa ked to bring many followers to Israel, for whea
they built tens of ruems and a large yprayer hall., For the purpuse of realiging their nin-s
to settle tens of thousands f follawers, they purchased 20 dunams of land near Romle. © =y
fixed the number at 144,000 believers during their eampaigns to raise money in the U.S.A
and Israel, t he number being taken from "the Now Testament" in the place where it is sp. %en
of the number of endtime survivors. L.vy even appéinted a leader of the sect, naming hi.
"Joshua, " and instilled in him the sense of his importance, Bill Hicks (even the one cal =d
"Joshua"), who was designated to b.e the leaver of the sect of 'lethel" at the gide of e
"prophet." The believers planned tu penctrate all areas of life in Israel and to get a
foothold in Guvt offices, universities, ¢ te, Dut 11111 was ejected frum his post and cal'ad
"Satan, " after an article was published in MARRIV which opened his eyes. Ilo traveled to
the U.S,4, and underwent special psychological treatment to release him from his absolinh
dependence on his leader. When he returned tu Israel to release his wife Lynda, 24, fra
her sectarian captivity, he Jrosned thet’ Yho oiiigde domended for this was long and vio -l
since the Tevir~ - .<=s&d to relecase her. Iidll was therefore cumpelled t¢ tyrm to the . .. 3,
to pe:-snieys and to the police and thus he removed the mask from the face of t he prophe™

The L,vy famnily arrived in Israsel from Bulgaria in 1945, and after awhile.settled in
Azur. Their two. daughters and & son studied at Catholic schools and atﬁpresent are livan:
(one son-and one daugther) in Dailas .(Toxas) and one dsughter in Azﬂr. 'I‘he'ir son Yitezh:'-
manages the branch of "Hethel" in Dallas and collects funds, organizes religiolis confer- ces,
at which Leévy preaches with his wife translating, distributes the s ect newspaper, and in
the despatch uf letters to persuns in Israel and abroad, Dgllas was not chosen Ly chan- .

- }:?tt;;gmg gﬁzluéﬁ &fﬁtﬁgj}emrﬁé&%ﬁus ceremonies, whose reside ts enjoy “atﬁﬂf{ﬂﬁ radia f& |
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£ few years ago after the Min. of Welfarc stoj %gd? sg(ncsl%gié ‘%ﬁeﬁ"ﬁﬁml%%fgﬂ pregnant wor en,
and their sourte of income stopped, the L(}‘.’_Yj decided to set up an Ottoman Society, "Deile
Zion," which was designed, s they declared, to gather money'for providing aid and philan -
thropic works., Tye police €L o different opiniun, aftcr‘uncoveﬁng large sums of ninc -
in the . Levy home in dollars, varicus bank accounts in Israel and abroad, and manny asset:
including organs, deep freeze refrigerator, regular fridges, laundromat, sewing machine, ¢ be,
This property was for the most part obtained on the basis of the immigrant rights of Lund..
and T1ill Hicks who, inspired Ly Levy, obtained Identity and Immigrant Certifieates.

"The pruphet" spent his time spinning fanciful tales about his visicns and dreams= wi h
the aid of "the New Testawent" in order to substantiate by the examples cited therein the
fact that he is "the apustle,™ and "the prophet bearing the word of Ged." With flashing
eyes and a deep-voice, in broken Hebrew and in English full of exrrors, he related his fari-
ful tales which, according to him, directed his path. His wife mwppsedesd upheld him and
related how much admiration her husband received in the wide world, the truth of his visi:ns,

" and thed epth of his faith in Jesus, in Messiah, inGod, and...in Abaron Lgvy. Tpe younyg

people staying in his house worked hard building many things, and the women worked in the
household and talkdng carco f all the affairs of "T}ethel"_, all for nothing in retum.

It was not only in fpgerica that Levy had a following of believers. lle also won re~u ;-
nition frum lost seuls in Israel. Lunda, young and pretty, clear-eyed, presentable, anc
1111, tall, blue eyes, likeable, are witnesses that the phenomenvn of falge gods is possivle
in our era abo. Jim J%nes did it wkth hundreds of followers in Jpnestown, iana, and kI ron
Levy did it in a more modest manner in Azur, Israel. Tyere is an astonishing resemblanc:
anong the varicous '"Messiahs,™ a widespread phenomenon in the U.S.A. "Hare Kyishna" and
"Sun.yan Moon", and many others, reach their followers in wany and diverse ways. Thelr
apnstles work in the universities, in youth clubs, even on the streets. Tyey enploy syst ms
like giving flowers, pockct money ox faith "in a new way to the light of life." Mgst of
the believers are young peoile, insecure, whoh ave experdenced many crises. Tyey lean or
the "prophets", the "Messiahs," and. the idols, and their end is disillusicnment. END AIf TCLE

DATE: 29.3.79 JOURNAL; "BLATSOFER" (HEB Al NRP) NEWS ITEM
HEADING: "H:ADS OF MISSIONAKY SEUT ME ARESTED AS FRAUD SUSPRCTS™ g w S
QUOTE : . The heads of a missionary sect in Azur, Aheron L.vy, age 67, and his wife Helum,

'agé 61, were yesterday arrested in the Tel-Aviv Court on susplicion of obtaining assets U~

fraudulent means from innocent persons that followed them. 'Tyey & re also suspectad af . ive—
ing false testimony and of tax violations, Tye police representative alaimed that the 7.0
have ‘been leading for years a religious sect named "Bpthel ‘Zion". Tye ieader, Levy, bel eved
that he is Elijah the Prophet, accordin, to the investigator, and for years has attracte”
young Cpris tianm from the U.S.A, to mem the sect cel_’ltre in Azur near Holon. Wyth the he p
of his son, who manages a branch of the sect in Dallas, Texas, he has bJ-:-ought many your;’
people to Israel who whave lived at pethel and were under the complete influence ¢ the
sugpects. . '

The Levys came to Israel in 1945, from which time he has not w tked but subsisted on

- ‘eontributions which were sent him from the U.S.A. For this purposs he set up an Otioman

Society, t he investigator said, Amung the assets of the society were als_p 26 dunams 1o 1,
The investigator claimed that for = period of four years the suspeasis exploit ed young C, ples
from the USR, William and Lona Ilicks, whe joined the sect and were completely bound to 7 .em.
They lived ¥4 under a strict regimen....(the'balance as in above previcus accounts. )

DATE: 4.4.79 JOURHAL; "HATSOFEH" (HEE AN NltP) NEWs ARTICLE

HEA DING: MEADS OF MISSTONAKY "COMMUNITY SUSPECTED OF PERJURY AND FRAUDULENT ACTS™

QUOTE : Pre~trial testimony in the trial of the couple Aparon and A.lena Levy’T heads . tlr'm.
religious community "Rethel" in Azur, suspected of fraud, was heard yesterday in the Di: tr:fr*'
Court of Telaviv. Testinuny was heard from Linda liicks, age 24, why lived for fout yea s in
the community of the Levys. The witness said that at first she had ihe impression thrt “he
Levys aspired to gain followers for their community, but now she felt they only wanted to
get rich,

"The prosecution is charging the two with fraudulent acts, perjury and instigatior
perjury. There has as yet not veen submitted tobhe court a fomal accusatio'n, but the
oourt was a sked to hear tre testimonies separately of three persons about to leave the
country, and vne of the three is the witness Hicks. Spe told at length_c;f 1_';.he backgj':‘.'sund )
of herself lgx;ld her, family, sabout th strugples of faith and opinions whlch_ she went 1-}?"'.11.15.41_.
antil she/2o8e"SE k&':_’}g@?'é with the lethel comwunityin Amr, This was folloved eventui lly
with a family ®redakup, snd then her decisicn to fetum to him and %o leave "Bethel” ar- to
return te the U.S,A. MORE
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After replying to the questiuns of the proseccutor's representative, Attorney £, Lend -
stein, the witness was crogs-examined by the attorney for the defence, Atlorney Zvi Lid:s!
and Attorney l,she Teneh., hccording to Linda Hicks, she had a very strong desire to liv.
inthe Land of the Bible, and she found happiness in the community ¢f the Levys. But »"° r
a time various problems arvse, and she was finally convinced that she must return to he
husband and to the land of her birth. In response to e questions of the defence ati. . ys
she denied that she hacd Leen kidnapped or had been removed from the community by force. . nd
said that she wculd have left even without the pulice or a cemrt order, Dut in reply i:
other questions she confirmed that she at first hdd refused tu leave the place, and that
the Holen Phlice had presented her with an vrder of th: court which regquiged her to leave
Mithel Zion". She also cenfirmed her testimony that following her dédparture from the
place she had spent the niht in the Meah Shearim neighbourhood, and there she was spole-
to at length by ber hushand Willian Hicks, his escort, Steven Hiller, and others.

During t he course of her examination she confirmed that she had greeted her husbane
when he came to remove her frum "Bothel" with cxpressicns such as "Syine," and "Satan, "
and explained that she had learned to use such expressions in the framework of the comrun by
with which she was linked and:fabm which her husband had left. However, now she sees the:
her obligation is t5 h e loyal t¢ her husband, and also his escort, the psychologist Hil!':r
had cxposerd to her things thet were hidden in her subeonscious.

Lttorney Lidsky pressed thewitness with such questions: Mg it not so that you he-
been brainwashed in recent weeks?" Tpe witness denied if, and explained that during th: :
weeks she had matured, and thuse who hhd helped her o mature had been' her husband, the
one who accorpanied him, and the people of Mgah Shearim to whom she had been bruught, &
adced with emphasis that she was leaving the community, not because of a court order, bv”

of her own frec will,

Conceming the experiences she went through at "3,thel" she remarked that at first s e
had belie ved in the way of life of the commune, snd she was happy in that path, "but %h ve
were problems which sprang up." According to her, contributions and gifts were received
from abboad, and were for the use of everybody. ND ARTICLE

DaIT: 4.4.79 JOURNAL: "YEDIOT AKHHONOT" (IIEB M IND) NEWS ANTICLE

HEADING: "HiADS. OF SECT ':ETHEL ZION' PEKSUADED ME TUA'T MY HUSBAND IS SATAN:" — TRESTIMON
YESTERDAY OF LONDA HICKS AGAINST AHARON & HELDM LEVY,FLAUD SUSPECTS"

BYLINE : Mnshe Honen, "Yediot Lkhronot" Correspondent. '

QUOTE : "They persuaded me that my husband Bill is Satan, and that if I return with hiw

~ to the United States he would kill nme," Lunda Hicks, the young good-looking blende test! ‘ied

yesterday in the District Oourt of Telaviv, .

"I was kom on 1 January 1955, as a Protestant, in the Upited S’”_'ates," the witness ¢iate
in reply to questions by the prosecutor, Avraham Landstein, "I was werried to Willlam i cks
in 1973 in a church. We were very religious, and we wanted to come to Isreel. In Dyllo:s,
Texas, we met Hava, the daughter of Ilelen and Ayarcn L.vy, and she propused that we com to
lj.ve int be home of her parents in fzur. Sye told dis that her parents believe in kkx o
mixture of God and Jesus. I wented to convert to Judaism in Dallas, but we postponed b -
cunversion, wr- came to Igreel, and‘,we lived at Bothel Zion in Azur. Byery evening we hid
4 prayer service in ¥nglish in whlich Levy read-excerpts from the Newy Tegtament aml-th i
'.l‘gstament. I worked at cocking and huusecleaning, and my husband at construction and 1. 'mb-
ing in "iethel." Wpenever we spoke atout conversion to JydAa anm, ﬁ}aarq._a_]' Levy would say -
me: If you believe within your heart that you are Jewish and that you keépthe Sabiath
that is enocugh, a nd you are reckoned to he a Jow. I thoughf that this was the accepta’ e
p?‘crcedure for traditional conversiont o Judaism., We went to the Minis try of Intericr ar.!
signed various documents, Afterwards it was decided t hat that we should marry again i “he
Rabbinate. Jefore this, Aharon Levy said to me that I should say that the name of my m. her
was Mirianm Yacobson and not Bary-Ann Hamuond. Apter we were married at the l'iﬁhbinat::;, wey
sald that we should take Jewish names. M, husband was ealled Yosef and T was named Estl .r,

Afterward we received a blue hock (New Iynigrants Certificaie) and then when a gupy rie-
o?ﬁ‘ﬂ ke Dethel" group sent them a fridge from the U.5,A., a laundromat, an organ, an ot 3=
?'10 oven and stove, they were rucorded in thé blue bLook. Tyhere was also -another couple '
in the llethel community in Azur: Fred and Kay Romana. Kay was Jewish and Fred was born
Christian but beecams a Jew like us." 2 .

. In reply to the questions of the defence attorneys, Zvi Lidsky snd Moshe Teneh, lur::
Hicks related that during her 24 years she had been throughout the Unit ed States, but
she arrived at "bethel” she finally found peace of mind., "I thiught that according “u e

LT
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Bible this is the place to le, and that peuple who believe in God have to live in the
Land-of Israel," she stated. Tpe prosecutor, Avraham landstein, presented to the court
the testimony of Apar.n Lavy in the Habbinical Court, according to which he knew Lunda
Iicks for five years, and that she was Jewish. On the basis of this testimony she was
granted new Mruugrant rl.cfhts, ‘according tou the prusecutur, which were expoited by Helen and
ﬁhamn Lavy. :

In addition to Iynda Hicks there arrived in Court tha/pgycﬂic%nglst who has been trcrt-

-ing her. According te the défence atturneys this psycholopist specializes in stranpe relig-

isus phenomena such as that of the minister Jym Jones who brought abuut the suicide of all
his followers. FRDA HTICLE

SUBJECT T‘.\‘O CHEI'GTIANS AND ISM‘LL.L

7EEE DATE: 5 Jan 79 JOUIMAL: ARERICAN JLWISH WouLDb (MINIJEAPOLIS MINN. ) FEATUKRSD ARTI(.LE
HEADLIG: "THE CHKISTIANS WIGET LAND MAR IN IS ShA L " (

BYLINE : RORT D KAPTAN (PHOTO INST: TiE OLD CIIY OF JLlﬁJuﬁL M)

QuUOzE (ED(CEHPTS) Delicacy is the touchstone of daily Igvaeli Govt policy tuwards its

Chrs stian mineritiecs in Jerusalen, Officials must 1aintsin a deft juggling act between

the raricus ¢ stranced d enovminations, wany of whom command powerful support fromn. outside

the Juwish State, yet within the count ry are o8 one pundit explained, "ainorities three-
times s7er." The dual persenality of Jerusdem's Cpristians forms the basis of how the Gevt
deals with them on an everyday level, The Holy City is not the wurld centre for any Chris-
tian groip. Thus all the sects a re representatives of wore powerful elements outsiae Iora-
¢l. The leztin Patriarch her., to put it mildly as a4 friend +t the Vatican, Jerusalem fin. li-
cans can wurn to Canterbury: Rival church hierarchies in N,Y. and Moscow monitor the treat-
ment of thelr I'PS_[JE.'CthF Russian Orthodox comuunitics here. fid church bureacracies in

- Spviet Armenlia and LthLUpla kepp watchful éye on the fote of their Jerusalem congregations.

S0 it goes.

Onthe othsr hend, the phrase "inorities three times over" is not a mere rhetorical
cne. First, most of the city's 12,000 Christians arce Arabs, a people who are a minority
vis—a-vis the Juws. Secondly, because they are G ristian, they are a minority within Arel
society, which is predominantly Myslim, ‘find thirdly, since there are 35 different Chris‘tian
groups in Israel, irless they Lelong to a deminant group like the Greek Orthodox t hey are
also & minority witin the Christian AL pcrpulatlon at lar{'e. The conflieting characteris—
tiecs of the Jerussalen Christians heve caused a relationship where the Isrreli Quwk piveo e
kind of preferential =reatwent tu its Cpristian inhabtitants as ifthey were official repzv—
sentatives of foreign states, because in manyways they are., 3lnce the triple minority
status makes the sects s sensitive to their already weakened position, & minor crisis in
this relationship .can revolve arvund scmething like failure of the Govt tugrant a tax <x-
emptionon A clergyman's car or refrigesator. 48 one official of the Relig Aff Min said:
"Me Ministry on. one hard compensates for their minurity status, but at the same time is
gort of conducting diplomatic relations with fureign puwers."

liow dows this extra-special relationship work? Very efficiently. The reason is simple.
The Min. of kelig. Affairs is, in the words of one expert, the Christians' "right-hand wan"
n Isrsel., If o clergyr.fm hag trouble with a customs deducation at the Customs llouse, if he
can'y get a slip fmmt he Health Pﬂ‘_Lnlatr_,r, if he has Visa problems at the Iptericr Ministry,
2e turns to the B-menber dept at the Reliyg. Affairs HMinistry, snd then they handle it all,
Jike a private ombudsman., & pI‘lIlCl])le dut; of these 8 officials is to dispense privileros
to Christian clergymen here, These rights, very gcnerally, are similar to =ights given to
New Jewicy ey Sievsste . cvaent thev don't expire after 3 years.

The 40 French and Italian Gy rist.an ingtititione dn Terusalem, such asg Beole Lidblique
fur example, receive the rost benefits sinply because their yd g@ite were negybinted between
France, Italy, Turkey in Ottoman times, and all the succeeding govts in this area have hept
the status gquo in this repard. These mostly inelude tax exewptions on all importod merchan-—
dise, litlle different than inndgrant _beriéfi‘ts....also, all Cpristian communityheads are

centitled to purchase a new car every 3 years tax free....2ll these exempted taxes are pnid

by the Govt with the kelig. Aff, Min. transferring th: funds to the appropriate Govt uffice.
+...the Ministry occasiunally gives grants for the purpose of new church bldg or acquisi-
tigns. A IL 50,000 gift to the Maronite Cyristians fer their mon-—to-«be-compieted centre

. in the 01d City, and a IL 30, 000 cift to the Aremenians for buok purchases are exaumples.

+v..The Miniktry is also in the business of wediation between Cpristian groups that happen to
be at odds, which can sometimes be costly. Te Finistry will soon spend IL 23,900 for r-pairs

in tie Chapel of St. Helena...both the Copts and Ethiopians claim rights tu the roof.
Since paying for repairs signifies ownership, t be Siate of Igreel will bear the cost.

MORIE
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Since 1967 the Ministry claims to maintain good relations wth all Cpristian grouns
-n Bast Jerusalem. Church officials are in daily conbact with the Minisbtry, & m the
Ministry's Director General Israel Iippel is unusually interested and concerncd with tie
ithole erea of Jewish-Cprisiian rela tions in Jerusalem, Cyris ian am Govt of ficiala nolte.

The Ministxy also acts as an information centre for foreign visitors...Tpis infurmation
e 18 exenplified Ly CHEISTIAN NEWS FLOM ISK/EL, a Quarterly publicatiun in three long-
vrges to which nany libraries and ¢ hurches in the West gubseribe. Unfortunately, tlhe peaple
of Ierael don'g receive much applause for their behaviour towards area Chris tians. Tis
sdmithedly is partlythe Ministry's fault, Tpoligh it invests much effort in distrituting
iferma tion abomt Jerusalem Chrisiians, 1t invests little effort in distributing informa-
“5on about what it dees ont heir behalf. Its helpful policy towards tle various groups is
.17 kmown within those communities. I fact, rarely does a local Cpristian newsletter not
rention some note of gratitude for aid received from the Mjn. of Reliy. Afrairs. Imt
Mr-1gtian publicatiuns from outside Isrrel rar ly mention such things. FPerhaps we gheuld
be thankful Tor small mercies: Mgst Cpristians in the West do recognize by nuw the siuple
Soeh tint e Holy Places are "open™ hers. END FPEATU UE :

[A0E; 15.12.7%  JOURNMAL: JIEWLSH NEWS (DETROIT MICH) NEWS AtTICLE

WPADTNG s "CHULSVIAN PLAN SERKS TO EDUCATE GENTILES OW IGHALLY :
CIOTE @ CHICAGO (JTR)- & nassive grass reots effort to reach 45 million Cpristians with
e posilive atory of Tsrael and the Jewish pecple uas advocated by a noted Christ an
~lerpynan. Ur. G. Louglas Young, founder of the Institute of Hyly Land Stu.ies, an Evang-
eiical Cpristian seainary in Jorusaler, mainteined that Jewish groups are only "wasting
hei Bipe® brsing o re—educdte top leaders of the Christian church bLucause the "Wurld
Conmeil of Churehes is a predominantly pro-hrab group that tends to side with PLO terror-
ﬁs;;f_::;lgn a1l issues." Speaking to a group of Jowish leaders, Young seid that the averags
ractor tekes hislead from the higher cchelons and so the rasses of Chﬂsti;-nity are belng
taurht 2 "philosophy of cotitempt fur Jews that fosters antigemitism." Young, vwholes lived
iy Jerusalem for the past 8 yoars saild that Jews and Cpristisue hovs ey sl lemeY S Tive
ing togelher in Isracl. The Tevneli fouh earefully £nllowe! articles in its Declaratiun
o Tndependence parentecing the rights of all citizens, Young said.

MATEs 15.12,72 JOULNAL: B'HAL SHITH MESSIHNGER (I.OS AHGELIES, CM.,IF) NEWs ITEM

DEADTHG ;. “CLELIC UKGES OR CHITSTIANS POSITIVE 3TOKY OF ISIFEL" '

SUMMAKY : This is an abbreviated ‘\rer_s'iun of the previous above~-quoted article, beginning
as abuve: "A massive grass roots effort to reach 45 million Chxistiaﬁs..."

DATE: 2%.3.79 JOUidisls "JEWLSH CHRONICLE (LOWLOR ENGLEND) NEWS ARTICLE
VRATING: M™iS CHUTSTIANS SEb IaukEL" (PHOTO: Isracld Apbassador Abraban Kidron with parti-

cipants inlecture series at Westminster Abbey on'Christian debate on Isreel"

Canon Poter Schneider, S.C¥ Lrchbishops consultants on interfaith relaticns,

or. Blward Carpenter, Dean of Westminster, Canon John iiaker, Subdean w.;stl-_.inster.)
PYLINE; JEWDH: CHICNICLE HEFOUTER - " :
QUOTE : "Saying ‘Yes' to Israc) dues not necessarily involve une indetracting from the
£y~ genuine comrunal And ethnic agpirations of Paestinan ApAbS, but these cannot be et
the supense of Israely” said Canon Peler Schneider in a lecture at Westminster Abbey last
Lcek.  Cenan Sehneider, who 18 gecretary of the consultants to the Aychbishops of Cantor-
bury and York on interfaith relatiuns, was for 11 years Cancn of Stg. Georye's Cathedral in
Jorusalem. Mis falk on the "Chrigd ian Debate on Israel,” {the first of threc) was entitled
vin Ipouiry into the Chur hes' Asmbivalence on the right to existence of the Statecf Igrael.”
The Canon, in discussing this anbivalence, stated that, ns a Christian theologian, he could
appreciate the greunds for recoanlzing the special relaticnship and the link between tie
Jewish peopln and the lanc ol Isracl, and te continuity of the Jewish people since biblical

’ o times, END

DETE: Z1.3.79 JOUKRAL: JEWJSALER PCLT PXCERPT FROM FBATULRD AHTICLE ("OO]]TFD(T")
HRADING: "A MOST UNUSUAL MAKRM (p0OTOS: (1) Opde Wingate Jeading Jewish commando unit
WLINE : Martin Sieff (2) orde wingate :
DXCERPT: "WINGATE--there was a man of genius who might have been a man of destiny," wrote
Winston Clurchill aftor the death in a plane erash in Iyma of Maj-Gen Orde Charles Wingate
on March 24, 1944. Wingate, like that other great 20th Century sovldier, Ggorge Pattun? was
an odd mwan cut in modern times. Iiis perents were pembers of - the Plymouth Arethren. liis
Ariven personality was dirccted vy a deep belief in a perscnal God and a literal belief in
biblical prophecy that led him to a fanatical commitment Lo the Zionist cause. When he was
- posted to Palesbine in 1936 in the carly stages of the ATab rebellion, the 34-—_?&31_:' old @g_ip‘l.
Ovde Wipgate stvill briefly sharcd the fashionable antisemitism of his fellow I.Rritlsb sffic~
€5 15?3, apon eame to tho conclusion, howevel, that the Zionist ploneers i MORE
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SUBJECT mm ONE: "THE MISSION" (AND THE FALSE PROPHET)

DATE : 26.3.79 JOURNAL: "MAARIV" (I-I_EBREW P.M. INDEPENDENT) NEWS ITEM
HEADING: ‘(‘THE PROPHET™ AHARON LEVY AND HIS WIFE BELEN ARRESTED"

Suspected of "Judsizing" Christians and Exploiti i i
S A e ng xploiting their Siatus as New Immlgrants)
QUOTE : Aharon and Helen Levy, owners of "Bethel. Zion" in Azur, were arrested this morn-
‘ing by the Frauds Division of the Police on suspicion of meking false declarationg in the
Rabbinic Court, for aiding and abetting the acquisition of Identity Certificates and New
Immigrant Certificates illegslly, and as suspects in the commission of offenses against
the Customs R.gulations by exploiting New Immigrant Rights to avoid payment of taxes. An
investigating team has been set up for the affair, at whose head is Officer Baruch Gavrielii,
Deputy Chief of the Frauds Division, and Sgr Michael Horowitz. This morning at 6.00 the
investigatdws raided the house on Rehov Moshe Sparat, 29, in Azur.

Legal immnity has been promised to the young coupley Bill and Lunda ﬁfaﬁ%f‘i%ﬁouﬁ.’a’m
been living until recently at "Bethel." It has been decided not to put them on trial as
partners in a fraudulent act inasmuch as they are cooperating withthe police and giving
all the information known to them about the matter to the police concerning the affair
which was exposed by the MAARIV reporter.

Lunda and Bill Hicks, Christians reared in the bosom of the church; were wed by the
Rabbinate in Jyly 1975 after a hearing conducted in the Rabbinic Court in which a decision
was Teached by the Chief Rabbi of Tel-Aviv, Rabbi Hayim David Halevy, concerning the J ewish—
ness of the two. Tpe court relled upon the testimony of Aharon Levy who claims that he is
"g prophet and messenger of God," and of Brad Romans, & Cpristian who was then living at
""Bethel, " and declared that he was Jewisgh. On the basis of false declarations of the young
‘couple and of Aharon Levy, they .were given Identity Certificates and New Imnigrent Certific—
ates, and received the rights of new immigrants, which they used to purchase many items,
some ¢ f which are found in"Bethel", and some have been sold by Aharon Levy without payment
of the tax, as required. ,

Bill Hicks who left "Bethel" & year 8go gucceeded in freeing himself from the influ-
ence of "the Prophet” and retumed to Isreel in order to rescue his wife and free her from
this negative influence. On Wednesday evening he succeeded in getting the young woman out
of "Bethel with the help of Attorney Silvio Nahum and the assistance‘of the police. Oyt
of fear of the vengeance of "the prophet" ghe was concealed by re}ig_lous elements 1n "Me{lh
Shearim" in the capital, and was given psychological treatment which released her from her:
dependence upon Aharon {evy. (SEE ADDITIONAL DETAILED STOHY)

DATE: 26.3.79 JUURNAL: "MAARIV" (HEB PH IND) DETAILED NEWS STORY (EXPOSE)
HEADING: "MY HUSBAND IS SATAN", THE YOUNG WOMAN CRIED, UNDER THE INFLUMCE OF THE

FALSE PROPHET IEVY OF AZUR" (PHOTOS: Aharun & Helen Levy, Bill Hicks, Lunda H.)
BTLINE: Nyrith Fovrat o
EXCERPTS: "I am the prophet. I am & messenger of God. 'Phis is the House of God (Bethel),"
Aharon Levy scresmed angrily, leader of the sect "Beth-el 7Zion" when the police of the
Holon Station ordered him on iast Wednlesday to honour the Rgbbinical court order ruling
that Iunda Hicks, age 24, who hed been staying at his home for four years, must leave and
retum to her husband. Landa resisted all the efforts of her husband Bill to convince her
to free herself from the influence of "the prophet" who sought to divide them., Upnder the
influence of Aharon Lgvy she claimed that her husband was nSatan", and that she mist obey
the instructions of the sect leader Aharon L. VY.

Husband Bill lived with his wife at Bethel for three years, and left a year 8go after
s Maariv reporter exposed the true nature of Aparon Levy in a report published in July '7T7.
Bill Hicks had returned to Israel to work for the return of his wife to him.... One of the
hesds of the Activists against the Mission, a representative of "ad L'Akhim", who has
been working to stop the activity of Aharon Levy, was secretly introdiced to the affair
and helped to conceal the couple out of fear of the possible vemgeance of "the prophet.”
The couple were concealed for three days in Weah Shearim, the ultra—orthodox neighbourhood
in Jerusalem, and the psychologint David Mjiller, who was brought gpecially from the U.S.4A.
by the husband, treated the women in order to release the woman from the influence and
dependence upon her of Levy. Spe X ecovered and began to cooperate, and she and her hus—
band were willing to tell all that wes known to fhem about the activities of Aparon & Helen

Levy, in order to bring then to justiCeeeess :
It was the MAARIV investigation which exposed the affair, witu Byll & Lunda Hicks re-

lating the background of the ever ts as they develuped.
MORE
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"My wife snd I were marricd in the Tel Aviv Rabb %zril‘t%/ g%%é?'}{wgeﬁgﬁoagglared before
the Rabbinical Court that we were both Jews as well as cur mothers, We did this under
the direction of Aharon Levy who represeuted himself as a "prophet and messenger of God,*
and said that we must submit to him., Both-of us were raised as Christians, and there is
not in our families a drop of Jewish blood. We attended churdn regularly and we believe
in Jesus. In 1973 we were married in a church, a fact well-known to Levy. He_knew' thav
we were lonely, far.from our families, sseking & new and better way of life, amd he unde> -
stood that he could influence us by means of religious belief." ' :

_ Bill Hicks; a 25-year nld American, was a member of the "Bethel Zion" sect for tihree
_' years, and lived under the influence of Aharon Levy in Agur, He told the MAARIV Correspond-
ent how he had met the gon--in-law of Aparon Levy in Dallas, Texas, where he first Ieard of
"Bethel®, which was, according to him, supposed to ensble him ‘and his wife to live in Israel
under conditions resembling a kibbutz. The two of them arrived in Israel and were housed
. by Aharon Levy and his wife Helen in % heir home. ' 2

| "It was then that the brainwashing began which gradually made us to__{;ai_ly dependent un

Levy. As hard as it is 4o understsnd, we were completely in bondage to him, We gave him
all our sa\'iingé;_j,' even the ,‘155,000 that my wife Lunda inherited from her mother. We woricn
for him and helped him to rcciuit other believers. He used the system of 'divide and 11ie’.
even cut us off from-the little contact we still had with our families, and Tuled over uc .
He - forbade us to tave any free contact with the outside world, forbade us to use the b .-

*_phone,. am‘? real the lebters that we received.. Ws hardly ever left ithe house, and wheneve:s
we did so, ‘it was only in the company: of Lewv or his wife. He used fear and verbal peisia.-
sion as well as illustrations from the New Testament in order to convince us." '

"Bill Hicks adnits “hat "today he himself is shocked to think that for threc yeare
(he) was under this kind of influencec. Wo believed in him, and Teslly thought he was a
_prophet, a messenger of God, and that we had to submit to him," he relates. AP for three
years another couple also lived at "Hethel" with their two small children. It was in Jnly
1977 that the MAARIV Correspondent exnosed this affair which resulted in the flight of Keyle
an Brad Romans with their childrsn from MBethel! snd their retum to their fapily in the USA.
The Romans couple aleo had a spreatheit? similar (to- flickses) from Aharon Levy. 'He declared
in the Min. of Int. that Brad is Jewish dezpil e the factw that he 1s Cprastian, In that way
he could use his immigrant rights,” Bill ~olates. "Levy told us that we must becone citizens
o £ Israel, gave us documcnts %0 siga, and since’ we don't know Hebrew, attended to t he whole
process by himself. © 5 s o vy g G o, B '
iv. the f-esiah is o tme Jew, and we had nothing o

fear in testifying that we are Jeigish. My application to the Min, of Int. aroused. a certain

I amount of suspicion, but lLunda had.a reply that it was in order and.that she is Jewish., lLevy

4 bad a plan that if he succeeded in getting us married, ie Min. of Int. would also ,believe

that we are Jewish and would give us(Israeli) documents."” : P

T “...We"gave'fict_iﬁbus Iname's for our parents, and ro one ‘asked us for _verificaﬁéhs.
Concerning.éifmmcision:"' T had this done in the USA for healil TEas0ns, but-m? one aske]
me for formal verifi c;&}io_ri“ﬁhatd }il%l% Lzd been done according to Jewishlaw, " Bill relate;_-.:,

NOXERR sz "L enjoyed 'uﬁgJ_Eergr%ony {?axy much which was very simple. The '_'huppa"-h(ecampy J '
the Rabbi read th-’ Meetuba" (marriage coﬁtract)_ and T gave L\;mdzg12 weddirg band.”
: ht, £ or ‘from that moment on we had no v other

Levy ‘said to them: 'Are VO doubi--

1

N " pccording to him, whoever belicves

was spread out, : ket
Bill Hicks adds that "it seems that Lévy was 1ig
problems. When they expresscd astonicghment in the Min.Int.,
ing a decision of the Rabbinate?' So they decided to grant 'us citi_ze):lship.. ._._"

When t he ceremonial part of he young couple's conversion to ¢itizenship o__ft he Stetv

of Israel was completed, the practical part ‘compenced, Tpe two used their imnigrant pritrie

" leges ;to'bq:f'chaae_goods_without payment -of customs. Levy. bought a Ford Treneit automob’.le,
which he sold when I 1eft him. He kept the money for himself, of coukse. He bought an oTgan,
a giant fridge, a laundromat, a sewing-wachine, ‘and other-'e_lect:r:_iqa]_. %’p’pliances,' and then

put them in his own house." o N L S

. About the seot's activities Bill relases: . "Levy represented himself with forceful pe=-
suasion as Elijah the Prophet, and claimed that:we had”to bring ino thers into the sec’. He
sent messages, published a journal in. the USK, and.also tried to influence Jews _,m,/}f.mr set—
tlement ‘besides 'méany-otheré during his many trips to Aperica...»" The president. of the
Rabbinic 21l Court in Telaviv, Ratbi Haym Dyvid Ilalevy was very _conce;'ned_abqut the vhole af-
fair. By mesns of an activist in 'Yad L'akhim" he tated that he would investigaté(th: natbtery

According to him, it is already cle :

sr that an error had been inade when the Jewishness or the
o | | MORE
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witness Brad Romans, who is = actually a G, ristian, was not checked. The "Wad L'.ﬂkh::_m"
organization has submitted to the Rabbinical Court a comprehensive memorandum concerning
the missionary activity of Aharcn L_vy, and informed the MAARIV reporter that it intends
to be aided by the Hicks couple in order to prevent a repetition of such grave incidemis.

Bill and Iynda, who have received frum the Rgbbinate Jewish names (Joseph & Esther)
said this week that they intend to return to Israel and to do_. everything in order to
pass through the prucess of conversion to Judaism according to halacha. "We hope that nuw
thet we bave leamed who Aharon Levy really is, and after everything is known to the plico
and the authorities, we will be free of all contact with him, and W 11 be able Ao live as
free people, We are certain that we will not be seeking any more prophets and HMessiahs.
in order to build our lives. We hope that our story of the years we wasted on a false
faith will serve as a lesson to other young people," Lunda and Bill Hicks said.... HND

DATE : 27.3.79 JOURNAL: '"MEARIV™ '~ NEWS STORY g : hooSNE
HEADING: "MIN. RELIG,AFFAIRS: THE AFFAIR OF THE CHRISTIAN COUFLE WED AS JEWS--& VERY
GRAVE MATTER." (Police have promised protection to Maariv reporter whom anonymons
_persons have threatened in the wake of her exposure of the missionary sect "Bethr;l")
BYLINE : Nyrith Movret o
QUOTE : The Min,of Religious Affairs, Aharon Abuhatseira, defined as "a very grave maties"
the affair of the Christian couple who had been wed at the Rabbinate and recognized as
Jewish in the wakeo f false testimonies bs "the Prophet" of the sect "Bethel, " Anarun Levy
and higwife Helen. Tpe Mins ter invifed the hesd# of the Rabbinical Courts, Rabbi Simha
HMiron, to examine the file of Lunda and Bill Hicks, who in the wake of .2 rebbinical weddirg
received the full rights of new immigrants. I4 has also been learned from the Min. of
Relig. Affa. that "the court did not check t he matter thoroughly and therefore mistakes
were made." The Ministry also acknowledged that "it was a great error" not to discover
that a2 Christian was among t he witnesses who appeared befcre the Rabbinical Court.

Iynda and Bill Hjcks, t ke young couple wich stayed a number of years"at_fi".he home of
the religious sect "Bethel," uim er the influence of tle leader, have received a promise of
immunity from the police and are aoperating and giving evidence about all the missionary
activities of the sect in Amur. ' The natter has been transferred to the District Attorney
who will fix the time of trial for the purpwe of gj.ving?g\-rla%gce until the trial date is
set, inasmuch &s the couple want to return to the Upit ed States. '

Yesterday afterncon ancnymous persons threatened the life of the MARRIV reporter whe
had exposed the affair and also the lives of her fanmily,..An anonymous person telephouned
the MRARIV repurt involved in the affair from its beginning. "W, will not forgive you fur
helping to remove the young wman Lunda Hicks fmm Bethel and retuming her to her husband,
It is your fault -that Levy and his wife have been arrested, armd you will 8be punished severely
Jor this." The spesker alsc threatened the: life of Rabbi Kolitz of the Tel-aviv Rabuinat.
who issued the order removipe Iunda Hicks from "Bethel." A complaint about the threats was
made yesterday tu the police in Holon. Deputy Cdr Judah Parsi, Sgation Commander, and
Officer Rafael Turjaman, Deputy Chief of the Investigations Division, are personally dealing
with the matter. They have promised police protection to the MAARIV reporter against any
possible attack or threat to her life. '

"The prophet" Aharon Levy and his wife i,len spent the night in the detention cell at
&b u-Cabir after they were investigated for several long hours by investigators of the
Frauds Division in the Israeli Plice. 'I‘he t wo heads of the "Bethel" sect were arrested,
as will be recalled, yesterday in the morning,... ‘Luring the ccurse of their investigatlicn
which was conducted separately, the couple succeded in meeting for a few minutes, during
which they exchanged words in Bulgarian. Immediately afterwards the twa of them collapser,
The police suspect that the "collapse" was staged and cvordinated. Mrs. L.vy fainted and
then Aharon Levy lay d ownen the floor as if he were unconscious. After a while: Mps. Lovy
recovered, andt.he investigation continued. Aharon Lovy was ttaken to the Donelo Hospital
and after it became clear that he was in good health, he was transfered to the-prison. I
is reported that the two are n.t coopérating with their investigators.

Int he meantime, it appears that Lunda and Bill llijcks will Y&mdin Jews despite the fsct
thatt‘hfe‘yl were never converted tv Judaism, Thig is g because it is not possible to anral
a decision of the Rabbinie al Court, and it is prevénted from dealing with.the matter. In or-
der to annul the recognition of the couple as Jews, the Min, of Int. which granted thes ar

Identity Certificate must appeal ‘éb'_the a Civil Court with the.consent of the Attormney
General. D ITHM, : i

NORE
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DATE : 28,3.79 JOURNAL: "MAARIV" -  NEWS ARTICLE

HEADING: "RELATIVES OF "THGL PHOPHET" LLADING SECT BRANCH IN TEXAS"

BYLINE : Nurith Dovrat : s

QUOTE : The affair of the "prophet" Aharon L.vy, ownér of the "Bgthel" in Azur, and h.:
wife Helen, is branching out. Tiis moming the two will be brought to the Court in Tel—
Aviv for extension of their arrest. Tye team of investigators headed by Mjchael Horowi? s
of the Frauds Division in the Police Dept is checking .out the abundant material which hns
been gathered in connection with the affair, Fromthe initial investigaton it appears ' “at
&haron Levy, who had claimed in the presence o £ his followers that he was "Elijeh the
Profhet, the Mesgenger of the Lord," and founded the sect of Christian~Jews who bLelieve
in Jesus, had been receiving much money frow many helievers in Israel and abrdad.

_ Large sums of money, some of it "in’ dollars, ‘ware found in his home while_-' a search

was carried on by the police. The police are investigation additiunal suspects of ties
with the actividies of the Lavy couple, The possibility of imvestigating the activities

of the "Bethel" branch in Dallas, Texas in the United States, which ie din-cted by relat:ves
of the "prophet" is being considered. : B

Yesterday therew ere a number of local Jews familisr with the actzvéi.'ties who conto |
MAARIV, and prumised to convey material they had'gathered tot he pcalibe. - Tye disclesur:
of whe fraud whéreby the couple, as is suspected, succeeded in enlisting contributions
by means of false representations, has aroused manji_m‘aétiona. Tye Officex Director - -
of "Mad L*Akhin" {an activist rirgant zation aga'iﬁst_ the Migsion) in the United States,
yesterday resmertod related that the sect leader of "Bethel Zion" in Agur had collected
money hyd eclaring that the place was a ha ven for prblen families,.

- The Rabbinical Court and the Tel-aviv Rgbuinate which permitted the marriage of the
couple according to the religion of Hyses and Israel of the Cpristian couple, Lynda and
B111 iljcks, who lived at "Bethel," are hanging the blame on one another. Tye Hicks co -
ple are continuing to -cooperate with the police. M enwhile, residents of Azur have ore
ized & public committee whuse purpose/tv prevent the return of the Lgvy family tn i.
place snd the continuation of missionary activity by them.

Inthe wake of the threats onthe life of the MAARIV correspondent whu expoused the
affair, thw police yesterday investigated varivus persons belonging to the sect in Azu-
and worked with the Levys. Yesterday there were also threats of revenge against the of: .ce
of "Yad L'Rkhim" in Bnei Brak which aided(int he exposure of) the affair,  END ARTICLE

DATE: 29,3.79 JOUMNAL: "MAARIV®  ARTICLE _ -
HEADING: "MEMBERS OF 'BETHEL' WERE MADE TU SIGN DOCUMENT FORBIDDING THEM OUTSIDE CONTAC:.
' (A11 their property and their earnings were requir ed, according to the document
to be transferred to the relipious sect and its "preplet". Iunda Hicks freely
transferred inheritance she received after motherts death. Tye defence; "It woe
B like a kibbutz,"
BYLINE : Nurith Dovrat : i : : '
QUOTE "The_quphet," fhyaron Levy, and his wife Helen were arrested yesterday for 10
days on order of Justice Miriam Porat at the conclusion of a lengthy hearing conducted -
the Tel-Aviv Court. Sgb.Michael Horowitz fruomtle F.auds Dyvision of the Police Dept pri.-
sented to the Justice a series of docliients and testimonies which link the directors of
"Bethel Zion" in Azur in a complicated act of fraud, during the course of which the two
exploited the naivté of the believers whe adhered to the sect they had founded. The po’ ce
presented to the court lists of persons in ‘Isracl and in the U.S.A., whichwere found “n
the Levy hune, copies of letters which the couple were accustomed to send gut, among then
appeals for contributiuns, as well as photographs ta‘lhen_ in the course of #Jewish and _
Christian ceremonies conducted by the "prophet", and newspapers that were printed in bac..
las, Texas(where a branch of "Bethel" operates) and which relates the praises of Jesus od
the Messiah., Sgt. lorowitz presented the testimonies of Bill & Lunda Hicks, who Pad stored
at Dethel several ®ars. 1t was alleged that the twowere under the psychological influer -2
of the Levy couple and because of this bound to them, a nd tock part in part of 'the gffi;'* es
committed kg which are xwiwskestottributed to Aharon and Helen L. vy, such-as’givn_)g fal.qclr.- ‘eg—
timony in the Rabbinical Ccurt, obtaining gertif{cat_es by fraud, customs uolatlung,__e'-;s.

The young ccuple have' filed a complaint with the police against the. L.vy couple, ar:l
the é(;urt heard the substance.uf the complaints yesterday, e ccording to which they werc —&r-
suaded by means of verbal in¥imidation and deep religious faith to execute the plans of
the propjet and his wife. IR order to obtain the benefits of new immigrants a false de:’ara

tion concerning the Jewishness of Bill and Lunde Hicks was submitted, and they were o 1
MCR B
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the Rabbinate in the presence of Abarun and Hplen L vy. Ay B thel there were phut ographs

of a previous wedding ceremony of‘the young wouple conducted in a church, Trere was alsc
found in the possession of the Levy cuvuple, photographs of U:+S. Population Rggistry certil-
icates containing the names of the par_(—.nté of Lunda and Bill, At the Rabbinic Court Levy
gg_e%g ted false names. The police submitted additional testimony in writing (vhich was
giyxkrsr to the MAAKIV I‘e-pn_,rte‘r‘) in w.ich ancther believer of the "Bethel" sect, Brad Ho--
pana, admitted that he was a Cpristian despite the fact that he was repistered with the Min.
of Interior, on the recommendation of Levy, as a Jow. Drod Rumans wurked at Tadiran, &nd
delivered all his wages te "Bethel." IHis wage slips were among the documents that the pulice
discovered at the place,

An unusual document presented yesterday in court was signed by Lunde Hicks, in which
she undertoock to obey "the laws of Dethel" which had been established by the Lgvy couple.
The docwsent was found after a search made by the police at the gite. Tye laws forbadé ). a-»iong
. ther things, contact by members with the cutside world, including telephune conversaticis
and the receipt of méil. A1l their savings, property, wages, possessionsg, including any i
heritance they might receive, were demanded of them. fbsolute obedience tou the demands oL
the sect leaders was r<quired. In vbedience tu these instructions, Lunda Hijcks conveyed Ir.r
inheritence received after thy desth of her mother (amounting to 100,000 I.L.) to"Bethel.®

Attormey Moshe Teneh, who is representing t he suspe cts, argued in court that this
amount was designated, &~ s it woere, for payment of rent and househcld expenses for their
four-year stay ‘ifi the place. Tpe police représentahive refuted this claim when he relatu”’
that the young people living in Bethel worked hard in construction and in a1l kindg of b -e.
hold ta¥ks for which they received nc payment.

The police cunveyed to the court a Jist of gucds found in the Levy home which ha.u b.:n
hought without payment of customs dutiea..zgrgans, electrical implements, and an authoriz: -
tion for the, purchase of a Ford Transit car in accordance with the immigrent rights of Hill
Hicks. The car wes sold after he left the place, and the noney received for the sale was
tumed over to Aharon L.vy. The police reported yesterday that it is naking a full-flaooced
investigation of the activities uf the Ottouman .Society "Beothel, " and of the many funds anrc
assets it received in the fom of contridutions. At 'the same tiue, the police intend td  n-
vestigate the status of the sect, and the purpeses of its activities, for whichurpose iy
persons connected with the sect will be investigated. :

Justice Purat was told by the police of the threats uttered against the:_M.{JxRITJ repurtér
in recent days and against the "Yad L'Akhin" orgenization and Rabbi Kolitz. Type police © -
vestigator mepwwimd stated that the release of the L vy cuuple before those making the ti.eats
are apprehended will add to the danger in wich these involved in the affair find thensel res.

Attorney Teneh argued that "this is a ruutine matter of false declarations in the 20—
binate end custors offences, and the patter Jm runs over inte the field of faith and rell .-
ious philosephy." According tu him, "the.place has &he character of a cummune, and pecpiz
live there as in a kibbutz." Justice MiTiam Porat did not accept his arguments and deta erd

the couple for ten day s inaswuch as, in her view, "the offences involved are nost serics.”
A END £RTIi1E

DATE: 29.3.79 JOUWAL: "YEDIUT AKHEKONOT™ (HED PM IND) NEWS ARTICLE

]

HEADING: ™ITIE PROPUET AND BIS WIFE SUSPECTED OF FRAEUD AND MISLEADING HIS FOLLOWELS TO GF' 4
FALSE TESTIMONY : T POLICE--ALARON LEVY AND HIS WIFE HAVE NOT W LKED ONE DAY & JCE
TIEY CAME TO ISHAEL T 19453 COMVELLED AN AMERICAN COUFLE T0 "CONIHIDUTE" FUWLL AND
EXPLOITED THETR IMMIGEAN'T RIGHTS.™
LYLINE : Moshe Ronen, Yediut hkxhrenot Correspondent. )
QUCTE  : The "prophet", Aharon L.vy, age 67, and his wife Helena, age el, leaders of a o lif-
ious s ect called "lethel Zion”, which vpsrated for wany years in. the tewn of Azur, wele -7
rested yesserday for ten days on order uf the Tel-Aviv court, on suspicion of fa_:aud v_j_(l_ :
tions, extortion, false testimony, and customs and income tax offences. &Ccor(}lng o '-uh‘ue'
polic e, Aharon Levy was accustomed to draw young Christians frun the U.S. to his SG?E:‘Yj :.J.ch
he managed in.Israel. He claired that he was "Elijah the Prophet. ™ Hith the help of .:«._ 18—
tives who manape a "branch™ of the sect in Dallas, Texas, he brought many young peupls
el, who 11‘:-'@(1 at "igthel" in hzur, and who were subject to his conplete control,

Isre
Michael Horokitz, representing the police, clained in ceurt that since their :?.rrivot
in I%rael inf‘.he year 1945, the Lovy couple have hot worked a gingle day, and subsisted 2m
a
A

the/cgﬁ:l}&h sons which they received frum the U.8,h, TFur this purpuse they set up an Otto-

manic Society, which has many assets, and among, them 20 dunams. of land., Tye police susrect

that Helena and Abaron L.vy, for four years, exploited the young couple Williem and Lir-a

Hicks who arrived in Isrsel in 1975, and were bound to them. Tye Hicks c('-uple]}l;;r;d M
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‘strict regimen, and developed absolute emotiunal dependence on the L.vy couple. Tyey W:ed
over to them'all their assets and papers and becane something like robots. -Atong other
things, they were asked to reéquest of their parents in the U.S, tu cuntribute. 10 percen™

of their wages tg_thé religivus sect in Israel. Linda Hicks was compelled to contritute

her portion of her, other's mher:.tance in the sum of 5,000 dollars as well,

The investigator also added that Wj_lllam and Linda Hicks arrived in Israel in 197¢
after they liad been marricd in a church ceremeony in Califomia in 1973. Nevertheless, tle
Levys persuaded them o give false testimony at the- fablinate and at bther sgencies in oo ler
Lo prove they were Jews and to benefit fruw the rights of new dmmigrants. W,en they ob’ ined
these rights, the Hickses purchased valuable gouds which were registered on thér Icmigro: ¢
Certificates, ut were then transferred tu the pessesaion. of the L.vys. Among the items
were & Ford Transit car and & ciurch orgen, fccurding to the pulice, the Levys violated
custons and fraud I‘em.llﬂtlunf}.

At the end of 1977 William licks was sent cut on a missionary journey to the U.S.A, .
wh ich led to his realization of the fraudulent scheme. Wyen he returned to Israel, he
tumed to a reporter, Nurith Dovrat, whe investigated the affair., On the 2lst of March
Wiliiam Hicks, amied with a Habbinical court order and with the did «f the police, succa .ded
in getting his wife out of "Hethel." Tpe young woman was cbliged to have psychiatric " (k-

~ment to release her frum her dependence upon Aharun Lgvy. Tpe police also discovered dur 1-
ments verifying the compimint of WLlJ_lam llicks, and amony them a document in vhich Linde
Hicks had yielded her private rights and appointed Aharon L VY ‘@s her mxesuime rejrescn’
tive, empowered to act in her name. .

El

On .the day of the arrest .f the suspects, the police cl’iyz{féeu ﬁ(t}%}rgﬁs against th-
. llves of members of & Jewish religious organization that had pruvided shelter fur the you1g
coupl(, ang agnlnst the rabui and reporter involved in the affair. The attorney fur the o-
fence, Moshe Teneh, argucd in court that the police are giving the matter exaggerated pro--

minence, and requested the release of t he suspects, but the gudge réjected the st o nes’
and, as noted, ordered the detention of Helena and Alaron Levy for ten days. END ARTICL
DATE: 29,3.79 JOUWNAL: "MAANIV™ - NEWS FiEATURE '

HEADING: "DISCOVERY OF ELIJAN IN AZUR.,.THE ISRAELT JORES PHOLIBSIES THE ERD TIME AMD
DECEIVES THE INKOCENIS" (PHOTOS: (1) "Ty,e Prophet takes part in a circwacisii.- #

I LINE : Hurith Dovrat . {of the son of uvne of the Lelievers. (2 The Hickses

QUOTE : In"Bethel Zion"there lives "Elijah the Pyrophet" who preaches faith in Zxes Jesu

in the Messianic Days, and in the New World which will be establis hed, aftex; the ruin f'\-:"ﬁ

the old) by his folluwers, who are the chosen race of God. For seme ten years Abaron L.y

and his wife Helena operated as "messengers of Ged" and promoted their teachings in Tgriol

and oversesas, reaching tu Dallas, Texas )ﬁ) and set up'a brancéh there of "Dethel." 7.is

% week the t wo were arrested by the Dlvuﬂon of Frauds of the Igraeli Pulice Force, as 18-

pect.,....(m,tqlls as in previous accnun‘ts ahove)...

Fer a long period the sect leaders wa ked to bnngr many folluwers tc Israel Sor whe
they built tens of ruems and a large prayer hall. For the purpuscdf realizing their jﬂm :
to settle tens of thousands of follwers, they -purchased 20 dunaws of land near Ramle. i uy
fixed the number at 144,000 believers during their eampaigns to raise money in the'U.S 4
and Isrnel, t he number being taken from "the Now Testament™ in the place where it is sp. 'ten
of the number of endtime survivors. L.vy even appainted a leader of the sect, naning hi.
"Joshua, " and instilled in him the sense of his importance, Bill Nicks (even the one cal =.d
"Joshua"), who was designated to b.e the leaver . f the sect of 'Uethel" at the side vl "¢
"prophet.” The ®elievers planned tu penetrate all arcas of life in Israel and to get a
foothold in Guvt offices, umversities, etc. Dut 1411 was ejected frum his post and cal’ad
"Satan," after an article was published in MARRIV which opened his eyes. He traveled to
the U.S.A. and underwent spccial psychological treatment to release him from his absolut:
dependence on his leader. When he returned to Israel . release his wife Lynda, 24, fr.u
her sectarian captivity, he Jrosset Uimt tho sbruggde demended £01° this was long and vie' i
sinee the Tewr~ ~-c<sBd to release her, 111l was therefore compelled to tgrn to the ... 3,
to pt-aneys and to- the police and thus he rewoved the mask from the face of t he pro phc

The L,vy family arrived in Israel frum Dylgaria in 1945, and after awhile . settled in
Lzur. Their two. daughters anu a son studied at Cathulic schools and at present are livan
(one son-and one daupther) in Dailas (T(,xas) and one dsughter in Azur. Tyeir son Yitzh:s"
manages the branch of "Bethel! in Dallas and collects funds, organizes religious confer ses,
at which Levy preaches with his wife translating, distributes thes ect newspaper, and in
the despatch of letters to persons in Isreel and abroad, Dgllas was mot chosen by chan:

: ]J%’?E ?"Sm% %acﬁ 8 aitﬁ%ﬁerri 1051‘15 ceremonies, whuse residen ts enjoy watﬁ&i{ﬁg radia &
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A few years ago after the Min. of Welfare stol(iggd?sglﬁ ‘%Ilié ‘%ﬁeﬁ“ﬁﬁ%ﬁ%@g)\ pregnant wor en,
and their source of income stopped, the Levq; decided to set up an Ottoman Society, "Deile
Zion," which was designed, so they declared, to gather money for providing aid and philan -
thropic works., Thre police g ©f 2 different opiniun, after uncovering large sums of m.nc -
in the Levy home in dollars, variwus bank accounts in Isracl and abroad, and manny asset:
including organs, deej freeze refrigeratur, regular fridges, laundromat, s ewing machine. ¢ te.
This property was for the most part obtained on the basis of the immigrant rights of Iunc..
and Pill Hicks who, inspired Ly Levy, obtained Identity and Immigrant Certifi.eates.

"The prophet" spent his time spinning fanciful tales about his visions and dreams wi h
the aid of "the New Testawent" in urder to substantiate by the examples cited therein *he
fact that he is "the apustle,™ and "the pruphet bearing the word of God." With flashing
eyes and a deep-voice, in broken Hebrew and in English fulli of errurs, he related his far:i-
ful tales which, faccording tuv him, directed his path. His wife sesecedes upheld him and
related how much admiration her husband received in the wide world, the truth of his visi: ns,
" bnd thed epth of his faith in Jesus, in Messiah, inGod, and...in Aharon Lgvy. The young
people staying in his house worked hard building nmany things, and the women wurked in the
household and taking careo f all the affairs_uf"‘ﬁetﬁel", all for nothing in retum.

It was nct only in fiperica that Levy had a following of bLelievers. He also won re~u ;-
nition frum lost seuls in Israel. Iunda, young and pretty, clear-eyed, presentable, and
11, tall, blue eyes, likeable, are witnesses that the phenomenon of falge gods is possible
in our era aku. Jim JOnes did it whkth hundreds of followers in Jonestown,/Guiana, and Al »ron
Levy did it in a morc modest manner in Azur, Tsrael, Tycre is an astonishing resemblanc:
anong the varicus '"Messiahs," a widespread phenomenon in the U,S.A, "Hare Krishna" and
"Sun yan Hoon", and many others, reach their followers in many and diverse ways. Thelr

‘apostles wark in the universi ties, in yuuth clubs, even on the strecets, Tpey employ sysi:mms
like giving flowers, pocket money or faith "in a new way to the light of life." MNgst of

the believers arc young peo;le, insecure, whoh ave experienced many crises. Tpey lean or

the "prophets", the "Wessiahs,” and. the idols, and their end is disillusionment. END AIC TCLE

DATE: 29.3.79 JOURNAL: "BATSQFEH" (HEL AM NRP) NEWS ITEM

EEADING: M™IZADS OF MISSIONAKY SECT ME ARESTED AS FRAUD SUSPEGTS" R

QUOTE : .The heads of a missionary sect in Azur, Aheron L vy, age 67, and his wife Helons,
'agé 61,:were yesterday arrested in the Tel-Aviv Court on suspicion of obtaining assets b
fmud'ultmt means from innocent persons that followed them. 'Tpey a re aiso suspectad oil . ive
ing falge testimony and of tax violatiuns. Tye police representative nlaimed that the @.o
have been leading for years a religicus sect named "Bgthel Zion". Tye .eader, Levy, bel aved
that he is Blijah the Prophet, accurdin, to the investigator, and for years hac attracle”
young Cpristiana frum the U,S.A, to Wee the sect centre in Azur near Hplon. Wjth the he p
of his gon, who manages.a branch of the sect in Dallag, Texas, he 1}35 b?t;ught many ‘y':)un;_-_.-
people to Israel who wheve lived at Rethel and were under the couwplete influence <t the

suspects.

The Levys came to Isrsel inl945, from which time he has nct w rked but subsisted on
contributions which were sent him frem the U.S.A.  For this Il)urpuse he set up an Ottomarn
Society, the investigator said., Amung the assets of the society wvere alsp_?@ dunans lor 1.
The Livestigator claimed that for a period of four years the suspects egcplo;t ed young ccls wples
from the USR, william and Lona Ilicks, whu juined the sect and were completely bound to 7 .em,
They lived #d under a strict regimcn....(the balance as in above previcus accounts.)

DATE: 4.4.79 JOURHAL: "HATSOFEH" (HEC AM NKP) NEWS AKTICLE

HEADING: "“HBADS OF MISSTOHAKY COMMUNITY SULPECTED OF PERJURY AND FRAUDULENT ACTS"

QUOTE  : Pre~trial testimeny in the ¥rial of the couple Aparon and A.lena Levyt heads , tltm
religious community "Rethel" in Agur, suspected of fraud, was heard yesterday in the Dir tr%r*'
Court of Telaviv., Testimuny was heard from-Linda Hicks, age 24, who lived for four yea.s in
the community of the Levys. The witness said that at first she had she impression thrt “he
Levys aspired to gain followers for their community, but now she felt they only wanted %o
get rich.

‘The prosecution is charging t he two with fraudulent acts, perjury and instigatiar o
perjury. "here has as yet not been sulmitted tothe court a foma accusation, but the

court was a sked to hear the testimonies separately uf three persons about to leave the
country, and une of the three is the witness Hicks. G5ye told at length_of t.lle backgrf’::-md i
of herself E{ld her, family, about th struggles of faith and opinions which she went il .ugh,

i anc hol Mobol with ‘the 1 snunity i i folloved eventur 11y
until ahe/came in contact with the liethel comwunityin Azur. This was 1o

with a family breakup, and then her decisien to retum to him and ta leave "}jgthel" ar- to
return te the U.S,A. MORE



UCCL NEWS CLIPPINGS (CONT'D) Select. 57 : (¢

After replying tu the questions of the prosecutor's representative, Attormey A. Lend -
stein, the witness was cross—examined by the attorney fur the defence, Attorney Zvi Licr!
and Attorney Pnshe Teneh. ficesrding to Linda Hicks, she had a very strong desire to 1ive
inthe Land of the Bible, and she found bappiness in the community of the Levys., DBut " r
a time various problens arsse, and she was finally convinced that she must return to he
husband and to the land of her birth., In response to the gquestions of the defence ati.. ys
she denied that she had Leen kidnapped or had been removed from th community Ly force, nd
said that she would have left even without the police or a cvurt order, Dut in reply to
other questions she confirmed that she at first hdd refused tu leave the place, and that
the Bolen Police had presented her with an order of the court which requiced her to leave
"Mi.thel Zion". She also cunfirmed her testimony that following her ddparture from the
place she had spent the night in the Meah Shearim neighbourhood, and there she was spole—
to at 1en;rth by her huobancl Willianm Hicks, his escort, Steven Hjller, and others.

During the course of her examination she confirmed that she had greeted her husband
when he came to remowve her fror "5.thel" with expressicns such as "Swine," and "Satan, "
and explained that she had learned to use such cxpressions in the framework of the comimun'ty
with which she was linked ancEabrx which her husband had left. However, now she secs the:
her obligation is to h e loyal to her husland, and also his escort, the psychologist Hil'.r
had exposed to her things thet were hidden in her subsonscious.

Lttorneoy Lidsky pressed thewitness with such questions: "Ig it not so that you bLe—
been brainwashed in recent weeks?" Tpe witness denied it, and explained that during th.
weeks she had matured, and thuse who hhd helped her to mature had been her husband, the
one who accompanied him, and the people of Mgah Shearim to whom she bhad been brought, &
added with emphasis thot she was leaving the corcmnity, not because of a court order, v

of her own frec will.

Conceming the experiences she went thmu{-h at "3othel™ she remark(,d that at flrst 8 ¢
had believed in the way of life of the commune, and she was bhappy in that path "out the re
were problens which sprang up." According to her, contributions and gifts were received
from abboad, and were for the use of everybody. D ARTICLE

DATE: 4.4,79 JOURIAL: "YEDIOT AKHRONOT" (Hli: PM IND) NEWS AKTICLE

HEADING: "HIADS OF SECT ':ETHEL ZION' PEASUADED MB THA'T MY HUSHBAND IS SATAN:"™ - TESTIMOL
YESTERDAY OF LONDA HICKS AGAINGT AHARON & HELEN IEVY,FLAUD SUSPECTS"

YYLINE : Msshe ionen, "Tediot Lkhronot" Correspondent.

QOTE "They persuaded me that my husband Lill is Satan, and that if I return with hiu

_ T the United States he would kill ne," Lunda Hicks, the young good-looking bLlonde test! ‘ied

ye st(,rt.ny in the District Court of Telaviv,

-

"I was born on 1 January 1955, as a Protestant, :l.n the Unpited otatt.s," the witness c:ate
in reply to questions by the prosecutor, Avraham Lanastezn. "I was married to Willlam i cks
in 1973 in a church. We were very religious, and we wanted to come to Isrsel. In Dalle s,
Texas, we met llava, the daughter of Helen and Ayaren L.vy, and she propused that we com to
l%Ve int he home of her parents in fAzur. Sye told ws that her parents believe in kkx o
mlxture. uf God and Jesus. I wanted to convert to Judaism in Dallas, but we postponed 4k -
cunversion. We came to Israel, and we lived at B.thel Zion in Azur. Eyery evening we hd

.

an

& prayer service in #nglish in which Levy read- excerpts from the New Testament and th ©'d
}mtammt I worked at cocking and huusecleaning, and my husband at construction and " mb-
ing in "“ilpthel." Wpenever we spoke about conversion to Judal su, Apargn Levy would say

me: If you believe within your heart that you are Jewish and that you keep the SabiLath

that is enough, a nd you are reckoned to be a Jew, I thought #hat this was the accepha’ e
procedure for traditional conversiont o Judaism. We went to the Minis try of Interior ol
signed varicus documents. Afterwards it was decided t hat that we should marry again #% “he
Rabbinate. FPefcre. this, Aharon Levy said to me that I should say that the name of my m. her
was Miriaw Yacobson and not Mary-Ann Hamwond, fpter we were married at the limbbinate, ey

said that we should take Jewish names. M, husband was called Ypsef and I was named Bstl .r.

Afterward we received a blue bock (New Innigrents Certificaie) and then when a supp rte-
of the Dethel" group sent them a fridge from the U,S JAe, & laundromat, an orgsn, an eies -
ric aven and stuve, they were r:corded in the blue book. I‘here was also -another couple
in the lethel community in Azur: Fred and Kay Homans. Kay was Jewish and ‘Fred was born
Christian but beeams a Jew like us." :

. In reply to the questions of the defence attorneys, Zvi Lidsky end Moshe Teneh, Lur: :
Mcks related that during her 24 years she had been throughout the Unit ed States, buv  en
she arvived at "Tethel” she finally found peace of mind., "I thought that according “. &

LEFSR N o
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pible this is the place to Le, end tlt peuple who believe in God have to live in the

Land- of Israel," she stated, Tye prosecutor, svraham Landstein, presented to the court

the testimony of Aparon L.vy in the Rablbinical Court, according to which he knew Lunda
[icks for five years, and that she was Jewish. On the bagis of this destimony she was
eranted new immigrant rights, ‘accurding tu the prusecutor, which were explvited by Helen and
tharon Levy. : :

In addition to Lynda Hicks there arrived in Cuurt -the/%g%lllgiﬁgist who has been trest-
ing her. According to the dafence attorneys this psycholopist specializes in strange rclig-
ious phenomena such as that of the minister Jjm Junes who brought about the suicide of all
his followers. MDA KTICLE

SUBJECT TWo: CHL M3 TIANS AND IS WALL

VasH DATE: 5 Jan 79 JOULNAL: AlLERICAN JEWISH WORLD (MINWEAPOLILS, MINN.) FEATUKS ARTICLE
HEADIIG: ") CHRISTIANS KIGET EHAND BAN IN ISip&,ﬁL" (

FYLINE : ROBT D KAPIAN (PHOTO INSET: THE OLD CIIY OF JEMUSAL i)

QUOTE (EKCEHPTS) Delicacy is the touchstone of daily Igraeli Govt policy towards its

Cnrs stian minorities in Jerugselem, Officials must paintein a deft juggling act between

the Taricus ¢ stranged d enoEinations, many of whom command powerful support from wutside

the Jewish State, yet within the eount ry are as one pundit explained, "iminordties three-
times over." The dual perscnality of Jerusdl en's Cyristians forms the basis of huw tho Govt
deals with them on an everyuay level. The Holy City is nut the world centre for any Chris -~
tian grooip, Thus all the sects a re representatives of more powerful elements outsive Iora-
el. The Letin Patriarch her:, to put it mildly -as & friend t the Vatican, Jerusalem fin; 1i~
cang can ~urn to Canterbury. Rival éhurch hierarchics in N,Y. and Moscow monitor the treat-
ment of thelr'l_-esp_ective Hussian Orthodox comuunities here. Apd church bursacracies in
Soviet fmenia and Ethiopia keep a watehful eye on the fate of their Jerusalem congregations.
So it goes. i ' ' ' '

On t he oth=r hend, the phrage "minorities three times over™ is not a mere rhetorical
cne. First, mues of the city's 12,000 Christians are Arabs, a peovle whe are a minority
rig—a-vis the Juvs. Sccondly, because they are Cyristian, they are a minority wi thin Arol
society, which is predominantly Myslin. Aind thirdly, since there are 35 different Christian
groups in Isrpel, inless tley belong fo a demipant group like the Greek Orthodox they arc
also & minority witiin the Christlan mmek population at "large. The conf]-int'i_ng characteris-—
tics of the Jerusalem Christians leve caused & relationship where the Isrreli Qovh plveza o
kind of preferential =reatuent to its Cpristian inhabitents as ifthey were official repi-—
sentatives of foreign states, because in nanyways they are. Since the triple minority
status makes the sects zo sensitive to their already weakened position, a miner crisis in
this relationship .can revolve arvund somcthing like failure of the Govt togrant a tax ex-
emptionon A clergyman's car or refrigesator. As one official of the Helig Aff Min said:
"Phe Ministry on one hard compensates for their minority status, but at the same time is
gert ¢f conducting diplomatic relations with foreign puwers."

How dows this extra-svecial relationship work? Very efficiently. The reason is siuple.
The Min. of helig. Affairs ig, in the words of one expert, the Christians' "right-hand wan"
in Isrsel. Ifm ci_ergyman has trouble with a customs deducation at the Cystoms Ilouse, if he
can'y get a slip from{ he Health Ministry, if he has visa problems at the I terior Ministry,
26 turng to the B-member dept at the Relig. iffairs Ministry, and then they bandle it all,
like a private ombudsman. A principle dut; of these 8 officials is to dispense privilejes
to Christian clergymen here. These rigyjlts, very geﬁerally,' are similar to vights given to
new Jewick Sor devante. pveant thev don't expire after 3 years.

The 40 French and Iialian Gy rist.an ingtitotime din Jorusalem, such as Ecole lidiblicue
for example, receive the rost benefits siwply because their xd whtes werc negubiated between
France, Italy, Turkey in Ottoman times, and all the succeeding govts in this area have kept
the status quo in this regard. These mostly include tax exenptions on all importoed merchan-

dise, little different than incdgrent 1_}ehéfits....also, all Cpristian communityheads arc

_entitled tu purchase & new car every 3 years tax free....all these exempted taxes are pnid

by the Govt with the Kelig. Aff. Min. transferring tiz funds to the appropriate Govt office.
....the Ministry occasiunally gives grants for the purpose of new church bldg or acquisi-
tions. A IL 50,000 gift to the Maronite Cyrisiians for their soon-to-be—completed centre

- in the 0ld City, and a IL 30,000 gift tc the Aremenians for book purchases are examples.

....The Minktry is also in the bueiness of wediation between Cpristian groups that happen to
he at odds, which can somebtines be costly, The Finistry will soon spend IL 23,®0C for ropairs
in tie Chapel of St. Helena...both the Cupts and Ethiopians claim rights to the roof.

Since paying for repairs signifies vwnership, t e State of Igrael will bear the cost.
MORL
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o gince 1967 the Ministry claims to maintein good relatiuns wth all Cpristian groups
“h Bast Jerssalem. Church officials are in daily contact with the Ministry, a1 the
Minietry's Director General Tersel Lippel is unusually interested and concerned with the

‘hole erea of Jewich-Cpristian rela tions in Jerusalem, Cyris jan an Govi of ficialn noctle.

The Ministyy also acts as an’ information centre for forelgn visitors...Tpis infurmation
drive 1B e}:(-:ml_alj.fied Ly CHIISTIAN HEWS FROM ISWFL, a Quarterly publicatiun in three long-
vopes to which nany libraries and ¢ hurches in the West subscribe. Unfortunately, the peuple
of Israel dan'g receive much applause for their behaviour towards area Cyris tians. Tis
sdmittedly is partlythe Ministry's fault. Tpoligh it invests much effort in distrituting
i Peprma bion abont Jerusalem Chris.ians, it invests litile effort in distributing inforna-
“ian about what it dees ont heir behalf. TI,s helpful policy towards the various groups is
217 known within those cosmunities. In fact, rarely docus a local Cyristian newsletter not
rention sume note of gratitude for aid received from the Mjn. of lelig. Afrairs. Dut
fiyrietian publicatiung from subside Isreel rar ly mention such things. Perhaps we should
Le thankful fov emell mercies: M5t Cpristians in the West do recognize by now the siujle
et fant he livly Places are "open' here. EBHD FRATU KB

LA'TEs _15.12..'?\3 JOURNAL: JEWISHL NEWS ( DETROIT MICH) NEWS ARTICLE

IFADING: "CHLLHSUIAN PLAN SERKS TO EDUCATE GENTILES OW ISKALLY .
GIorE @ CHICAGO (JTF'.)— A massive grass ruots effurt to reach 45 million Cyristians with
e positive story of Isrsel and the Jewish people was advocated by a noted Christan
~lergyian. r. G. bouglas Young, founder of the Institute of Hyly Land Stu.ies, an LEvang-—
eiical Christian sealnary in Jurusalern, mainteined that Jewish groups are only "yosting
St biped trsdng o re-educate top leaders of the Christian church Lucause the “"World
gomeil of Churches is a predomninantly pro-hrat group that tends to sice with PLO terror-
s on a1l issues.® Speaking to a group of Jewish leaders, foung said that the averagy
pagstor tekes higlead from the higher echelons and so the masses of Christi;-'nity are belng
taugsht a2 vphilosophy of contempt for Juws that fostors antisemitism.™ Young, whohas lived
in Jerusalem for the paslt 8 years gaid that Jews and Cpristisue bewa Mo py=hleme® S 1v-
ing togetber in Terael, The Tsvaeld Oovk wegrefully Frllowe" articles in its Declaratiun

° Tndependence  uarenbecing tlhie rights of all citizens, Young said.

MATH: 15.12.72 JOUKNAL: B'BAL SHITH MESSINGER (10S ANGELIES, CALIF) NEWS ITEM

LBADTHG: “OLEBHIC UNGES O CHLISTLARS POSITIVE STOKY OF ISWEL" '

AJMMAKY :  This ias an abbreviated version of the previous above-quo ted article, beginning
ag above: "A massive Erass rovts effo_r't to rea_?}l A5 million C-hristiaﬁs.,."

DATE: 23.3.79 JOURNAL: "JEWLSH CHRONICLE (LOWDOK LGLAND) — NEWS ARTICLE
HEATING: "AS CLUT ST IANS SED ISKARL" (PHOTO: Isracli Ambassador Abrahan Kidron with parti~
cipants inlecture series at Westminster Abbey op" Christian debate on Isreel™
Canon Peter Schneider, 5.CY krchbishops consultants on interfaith relations,
Dr. Bdward Carpenter, Dean of Westminster, Canom Jhn iaker, Subdean W(;Stluiﬂsl-er.)
PELINE: JiWish CHiONICLE REPOUTER : 5 = :
QUOTE : "Saying 'Ycs! t, Israel dues not necessarily involve une indetracting from the
fo pomiine comrunal spnd ethnic aspirations of Palestinan Apabs, but these camot be at
the axpense of Isracl," said Canun Peler Schneider in & lecture at Westminster Abbey last
seek.  Canom Schnelder, whe is secretary of the consultants to e Aychbishops of Canter—
by and York on interfaith Telatiuns, was for 11 years Canon of S4. Geurge',_s Cathedrol in
Sevugalem. Ilis talk on the "Cryrid ian Pebate on Isracl,” (the first of threc) was entitled
vin Ipowiry into the Cyur hes' Ambivalence on the right to existence of the Stateof Israel.”
Tpe Canon, in discussing this arbivalence, stated that, as a Christian theologian, he could
apprecinte the greunds for recugnizing the special relationship and the 1link between tie
Jewish people and the lanc of Israel, and tle continuity «f the Jevi sh people since biblical
' o times. BND
PATE: 27.3.79 JOUKRAL: JEUSALER PCLT - EXCERPT FROM FRATURE AWTICLE ("{X)I'ITEXT")
HEADING: "h MOST UNUSUAL MARY (rioTOS: (1) Orde Wingate leading Jewish cumnando unit
WILINE : Martin Sieff (2) Orde wingate - '
EXCERPT: M HGATE-~there was & man of penius who nigsht have been a man of destiny," wrote
Winston Churchill afier the death in a-plane crash in Dymaa of Maj-Gen Orde Charles Wingate
on March 24, 1944. Wingate, 1ike that other great 20th Century soldier, Ggorge Pﬂttun? was
an odd wan out in modern tipes. s parents were members of " the Plymouth Srethren. liis
Ariven personality wos dirccied ny 2 decp belief in a perscnal God and a literal belicf in
biblical prophecy that led him to a fanatical commitment to the Zionist ‘cause. When he was
- posted to Palestine in 1936 in the early stages of the Arab rebelliom, the 34-year ald Cellpi.
Ode Wingabe still briofly shared the fashionable anticemitism of his fellow Hritls}i ffic-
rom Nié suon came to the conclusion, hawever, that the Zionist pioneers FOKE
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'.t*i‘a the (lc'%r'enrl'mt and heirs of .hJ.s 0141 Testament heroes, and their retum t the Lamd
~ Isrnel was the fulfilment of billical PI\JphCCl(,._. ind the result was an impassioned
comdtment to Zionism which rz,nalned ‘with him until the end of his turbulent life. END EXC.

sl J]“CT THEER: CHELSTIANS AND PHACE TidiTY

DATE: 30.3.79 JOUMNAL: JHUGALM PCST  FATUNE AKTICLE {"CONTEXT")

HEADING: "CHUISTIAN KESFONSES TO TEE PLACE THEATY"  (PHOTO INSET: Head of C-Optlc Church,
BYLINE: OILOUMENTNOS (CHhISTIAN COMMERT) . P,pe Shenouda III)

- EACERPTS: HOW DO CHUISTIANS fecl about the peace treatythat was signed in Washington this

uezk? The responses pre aluost as diverse ss the various Christian comunities in Jerusalem.

One evident response im dany quarters is ’l‘Hf.NKE._%GIVIT&G to God that at least in part of the

Middle fiest, people ere willing to make the sacrifices and take the risk that mark the

2 th to peace. HNo une is under the illusion thot we Leve entered a millennium ofpeace.
-.«Another  response, not necessadily exclusive of other reactiuns, is CAUTIOUS HOPE.

'{wpu that peuple will indeed "heat their swords into ploughshares” is tempered by the reali-
srbion that there are numerous hurdles yot to be overcume. .. .iDMIRAT ION FOu THE MEDIAT ING

ALD KECONCILING role of Pres. Carter is expressed Ly many Cprist ans.

Several years ago when George Appleton was Lpglican !srchbishu‘p of Jerusalenm, he advoe-
ated a wediating rule for (pristiens, insisting that Cyristians should be sensitive to the
congs and trapgic history of CyristianiJewish relations and its wmimpact on the present, and
chould also emphatheticall understand tle Palestinians' piight. "Tpe Cpristian, " he said,
mst be willing to ocecept the vulnerability and risks of standmg between. Decause he has
Jeamed to listen with sensitivity, a Cyristien ray Le called upon at times to speak for
the absent party, endeavouring to representthe vidws of anuther if face—to—fnce encounte r
“e not dccurring." Appleton himself knew how costly that could be,” since he was meeused
and misunderstood by both his Arab parishoners and his Jewish friends.

Pres. Carter, in a similar rle, las prenoncgd the vulnr.rnblllty of that mediating
poc;xtlun and has been attecked by the press and Ly cartoonists from hoth sides. Neverthe-

' . .ss, many Christians in Jerusalem draw inspiration fmm the drematic symbolism uf a committ-

ed Christians tending tetween a deviub Moslem and an onservant Jew, and pray that in sone

omall way they may do the same.... - :

‘.ﬁ.ll the treaty lead to incressed cuntacts with Coptic Cpristians? With over 500,000
Cuptic Christians in Cairo itself and a vital renewal in progress, many in Israel will be
happy for -contacts with this branch of Cpristianity, Large nuwbers of Coptic pilgrims pre-
vicusly came to Jerusalem, especialiy at Easter time. Can a renewal of pilyrimages Le anti-
cipated now that the peace treaty has teen signed? A spokesman for the Coptic Orthodox
Fatriarchate says, "No, not under the present circumstancesi not until our holy places and
properties are returncd to uws." Unfortunately, there is a longstanding conflict with the
Ethiopian Orthodox Fatrisrchate. To date it has not resulted in the return of disputed
property to the Copts.... ' '

Christians who an interested in furth- T contact and dialogue w:Lth Islamic scholars
owait with keon interest sipns thet the new era with Bgypt may provide a context for new
relationships with Islam. Those au\ro‘ca .ing interfaith dialogue are aware that the Al Azhar

University has in the past produced some vitriolic anti-Jewish material. H,wever, it way
te hoped that th. amazing changes brousht about through the leadership of Pres. Sadak uny

also have their iwpact in Islemic circles in Caire. 35 ore in Jerusalem already envisage the
_woesibility of tripartite relipious encounter here, perhaps with intemmational sponsorship.

The nature of one's respunse tu the treaty is often bLound up with one's owd identity.
lins b Christians in Igrael are Arabs, of course, and live in Galilee. Une Isrwxeli-Arab Chris-
ttan leader, Ibrahim Sim'an, expressed the opinicn this weck that the majority tends to be-
lieve that the treaty cen indeed Le the firsts tep tuwards a comprehensive settlement,

There is a a widespread admiration for tho courape ¢f Pres. Sadat, even if it is not widely
~viced. There is disappointment generally that t here has not been more progress yet towards
“ o solutien of the Palestinian Jcilem, which they view asc rucial. Peace should begin at
home, seys Sim'an, a nd Isr o li- Apabs way scrve as a bridge—-if a real sense of partnership
can energe, inwutual respect, in desling with domestic issues....

West Bank Christians scie times perhaps succumbing to peer—group pressure wiew tle
treaby negatively and the ir future pessimistical‘l_y._ The lar:e mumber of Arab Christian
caipgrants is a reflection of tle peneral outtlook. .'Phé continuing program of Jewish settle-—
ments in the West Dank is to them a sign that "suteonomy" is a smokescercen fur virtual annex—
27on. - One occasionally meets a persen who is seeking a path out of hus r]uhb:l.ttem‘

Lowvevie a more Christian response... x MORE
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