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SUBJECT ONE: "THE MISSION"

DATE: 17.4.79 JOURNAL: 'OLAM HAZEH" (HEBReW WEEKLY URL AVNERI)  FEATURE ARTICLE
- _HEADING: "TH& TRUTH ABOUT THE. PROPHET FROM BRTH-EL" (THE ORTHODOX CONCEALED THE CHRISTIAN

WOMAN “TN-MEAH SHEARIM, THE PRESS INCITED, AND THE RABBINICAL COURT ORDERED THE RETURN OF THE------

CHRISTIAN WOMAN TO HER HUSBAND IN ORDER TQ SAVE BOTH FROM THE HANDS OF THE Ju WISH COUPLE WHO
HAD ARRANGED THEIR WEDPING ACCORDING TO THE RLTES OF JUDAT SM)

BYLINE: (NOKE) PHOTOS: 8{2CAKD PROIUCED BY "Y4D L'AKHIM" FIGHIING MISSTONARLES, DENOUNCIKG
THE LEVYS, WIO MANAGED AN OTTOMAN SOCIETY, IAS AHARON LIVY INVENTED A RELIGION THAT IS %
S NTHESLS OF JUDAISM & CHKISTIANITY? (b) TIE GROOM: Bill 1i; cks, whose father was a suicide,
his sister died from an overdose of drugs, his mother an alcoholic...came to get his wi fe.
(c) THE BRIDE: Londa Hicks, whose erents separated when she was an infant, and she barely
knew her father, but saw Levy as a fether. (¢) THL FRIEHD: Levy is an active person, and
during the elections prophesied that Begin would W n; after the elections he was received
Ly the Priue Minister (d) THE COUPLE & THE LAWYLR: The Christian husband returned to the
USA and upon his retum received from the Rebbipate an order releasing his wife from the
Levy hiousehold. Advocate Nahum feared that the wman would object and therefore apjpealed

to the organization YAD L'AKHIM to find a hiding place in Mgah Sheraim (e) LINDA & FRIEND:
Kail Romans who also lived in the Lovy howe w th her Posband. . .Brainwashing like in a film,
EXCERPTS: Is the Rabbinate in Israel authorized to perform a wedding for a Ciris tian couple
according to the rites of Judaism? Most certainly not! The law authorizes it to handle
matrimonial affairs of Jews only., Hgwever, in the wake of the fharon L. vy affair (called
the "prophet of Bethel ") which has recently been published so widely in the press, this
interesting juridical question has been raiged.

The Tel-Aviv Rabbinate perfomed the wedd ng of the Hjcks couple in 1476 after belne
persuaded that the couple are children of Jewish mothers, and are therefore Jews legally
according to the Jewish religion. Iy actual fact the two of them are Christians, as were
their mothers. They lied to the Rabbinate and produced false witnesses in ordexr to rersuade
the Rabbinate to marry them as Jews, Now, are such marriages, the result of fraud, legal °
marriages in Israell law? A,d have the two becone Jews as a result of the Rabbinic recogni-
tion they obtained byt he KAbbinate? And is the Isradli citizenship which they obtained
by virtue of the Law of letum, after being recognized as Jews by the Rabbinical court, valid?
Do their new immigrant rights, obtained as a result of all this, remain legal? One more ium-
portant question: €an the Rabbinical Court continue to handle their affairs after it has
learned that the parties and their witnessess deceived them, and that it had sponsored the
wedding of non-Jews? (There follows a detailed outline of the affeir for which see clip—
pings translated in previous Belections MNo. 57...the substance being essentially the same,
but more objectively presented here. ) '

Advocate Nahum subgitted in the name of Bill two petitions to the Rabbinical Court:
In these petitions he steted that the couple had been married by civil ceremony in the USA,
and according to the rites of Judaism by the Israeli Rabbinate. For sone reason, he did not
note that they are Christians, and that they were also married in a church in the USA. . He
also retxkrd did not relate that they had obtained thkir marital rites (in Iﬁrael) by means
_of false declarations. But he did stress that Lunda was living in the Lgvy home, that he was
leading a religious wissionary sect, that he claims that he is the Messiah and that he war ks
on the basis of commandments delivered to him direcly from the nouth of God, and that his
faith is a synthesis of Cpristianity and Judaism. He stated that the couple bad worked for
Levy for several years without conpensation, and that Lgvy imposed an ascetic and abstemious
life upon them, forbade them to have children, and used methods of fright ag ainst then.
According to him, Levy threatened them that if they disobeyed him they would die attle hand
of God. The husband further claimed that his wife was lacking in a sense of free will and
completely in bondage to Levy. lie therefore petitioned the Rabbinate to bring about peace
in the home between him and his wife in order that they might live happily and bring children
into the world, and requested tle Court to issue an orler farbidding Londa any contact with
Levy, and emabling the husband to reclain his wife. An additional request was for an order
prohibiting Levy from having any contact with Londa.

In the (latter)request it was stated that in order to prevent Londa i‘:mxg doirlig some thi
foolish or commiting suicide, the Rabbinical Gourt should issue these or g’rs}) o«nge?vg1@7'1:\-3;'L
only...that is, not to notify Londa or L,vy. In order to convince the Court of the truth
of the factes detailed int he petitions, emcerpts from the newspaper "MAARIV' were attached,
wherein Nurith Dovrat [the MAARIV reporter...see Selections 57) detailed the Lévy affair,
The Rabbinical Court, n{}&w]i:gh%tflgding the fact that it already knew through one of___ Bill
Hicks!' letters, that 8% Yris ;ians, issued the orders. A,d in tue wake of these orders,
Bill the Christian, his lawyer and a paliceman went out to remove Londa from the Levy'

. household angd restore her to her husband, MORE
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Londa adamantly refused to comply # th the onder, Spe screamed, she wept, she

hid herself in the house and refused to leave. Tpe policeman avoided intervening, and finally
all the parties came %o the police station in Holon. Here Londa was :persuaded tov leave .the
Levy home in compliance with the Rabbinical order and to go with her husband, ’J_‘}ﬁé firet nits
Londa spent with Bill and with 2 young psychologist fromt he USA, Reid Heller, wio was broight
to the house of Rdvocate Nahum specially in order to rescue her. Hywever, the second and taird
rights the cajple and the psychologist spent in Megah B earim where the YAD L'AKHIM orgeniza-
tion which wars against the missionaries rented a flat.

According to Nurith. Dovrat (MAARIV reporter), t he help of the religious orgmization
was needed because they did not know how Londa would react upon being removed from the L.vys,
If she were to react viclently, it would be impossible to keep her in a hotel, and in order
to prevent Levy from finding her, i% was decided that M.ah Sjpearim would be an ideal hiding

L w place,
It took enly three days in the company of the psychological specialist (specializins
"in removing young people from destructive religious sects and returning them to their familieg")

to restore Londa to her husband and o free her from Levy. Thus the young woman dressed in
new cloties stood on the withaess ztand and testified against Levy and his wife. The crusc-
examination of the defence attorneye,. M, she Tene and Zvi Lidsky, diu not avail to disclose

what had happened to the youryr weman during these three days, end how she had tmrned *ail
ad changed her views. ) : :

The Levy covple were detained for ten days, accused of giving false testimony before
a Rabbinical court, and of comnitting tax and customs offences, while the Hicks couple which
had committed the aclrel offences, were granted inmnity by the prosecution. Avrsham Land--
stein, representative of the Prosecuticn, promised this. Turing the course uf the investipa-
t:j.ons there were published neny remarks actoul the religious faith of the Levys. They vere )
compared to the religious sect of Jim Jonce in the USA whose mass suicide shocked the worid.
The press stigmatized Levy as "The False Prophet,” "Elipgah The Prophet, "™ "Tye Apostle,"
"The Leader,' “the Prophet of Ipdignation,' and a I"i:i.niat_uré Jjm Junes." '

A careful search of the laws of the Siate of I[sreel fail to disclose that there is
an y offence in_ a man serving any kind of relisdion in his own home. A man nmay worship
the Japanese Shinto in his howe or any other kind of idolatry.  Tye new law since 1977 pujishes
by five years imprisonment anyone eaticing ancther to change his religion by promising him
economic benefits. The prosecutor Landstein has “said that he is nut considering bringing
charges against the Levys for wiolation of this statute in that he enticed the Iiickses to
convert to Judaism. I% appears tlat such i accusasion will nuot be made. Nevertheless,
the walls of the municipality were covered this-week wl th placards denouncing "the mi.ssicnéry
fharon Levy and his wife facing ¢ riminal charges." T,e placards were signed by YAD L'AKHIM.

Now, if the Levys committed any legal offence, they should be brought to trial and af-
forded opportunity to defend 4 hewselves and to present witnesses in their defence, But.if
there is no offence involved in their activities, 1s it right to try them in the press .and
by public opinicn, to tog them with pejoratives, fo incite people against them, wit:out atford—
ing them any means of defence, and to ratuer become involved in the campaign of religious
elements opposing thom? Tpe YAD L7AKHIM organizail on, which is engaged in a campaign against
missionaries trapping innocent Jewish souls into Cpristianity has now changed its course.

It has taken under its wing & Cpristian couple which deceived the Rabbinate, and it has helved
remove the Christian Londa fromt he home of the Jew Levy. END ARTICLE

DATE: 4.4.79 JUURNAL: 'MARRTV™ (HEB PM IND)  NEWS STORY
HEADING: "LONDA HICKS, THE YOUNG WUMAN RMMOVED FROM THE INFLUENCE OF THE PROFHET OF BETHET
TESTIFIED YESTEKDAY: 'DADDY' & 'MOMMA® SATD: IT IS FOKBIDDEN TO BEAR CHILDREN -
THE WORLD IS 800N T BE DESTRUYED. " ' ' .
BYDINE: NULITH DOVRAT  PHOTO INSET: LOnDA HICKS o
FEXCERPTS: Londa Hicks, age 24, yesterday tesbtified in the District Court of Telaviv before
Judge Wallach in the affair of "the Prophet Aparon Lgvy and his wife Hilena of the sect
"Bethel Zion" in Amur. Tpe Deputy District Attorney, ¥,. Avraham Kjeinstein, announcec that
h charge sheet would be submitted against ‘the two for fraudulent acts of a severe kind....
Notwithstanding the opposition of the defence attorney, H,she Tene, the Judge Walipch duriced
to acquiesce to the prosecution's reyvest to hear jhe testimony of Londa inasuuch as she was
about to leave the countiy and return to the USA. Ier testimony would: be kept until the open-
ing of the trial. It was announced vesterday that she had been granted immunity and r&x now
had the status of State Witness. (There follow details of the charges as wesented in pro-
viougs accounts of the eofair above and dn previcus Selections No.. 5?) .. Tpe witness alsoc testi~
fied that "inthe evenirgs ve had relifious cerenonies when L.vy resd in English fron, the New
“ ' gug, nelated hic Jdrcams. and gove instructions, w-..:h

Teetapeat, svoke shov's God and choud Js -
T ? MO
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according to him, he received directly firom God." Concerning the condition of the Ottoman
Suciety which Levy set up "for philanthropic purposes,™ and concerning its financial cundi-
'l;'}on, Linda stated that she had not been involved in it, but that she knew that frum time to
time financial contiwbutions and gifts were received. At the request of Mrs. L.vy she used
Lo type the lettcrs mnd speeches of the prophet which were then duplicsted b/ hin,

'Fhe cireularz, the tracts, tle colorful proclamations, the newspapers, all relating
the praise of "the measeager of the Lord," and of the activities of the sect he headed up,
~were submitted by bl Depuiy IJ_istrict Aytomey as exhibite of the prosecution. This material
was sent by Levy 1o nenbers of the sect, to people who%’ajught to recruit to his sect, and to
poteniial contributors. The Lovys of ten traveled to the USA and remained there for lung peri-
cd3, Ypen theie mobarn, there were addif ional appliances in the house.... -

Lenda Ficie explained sesterday the factors which had led her to join the sect: "I grew
up in a house vhev» v parents were divorced, and I barely knew my father., Levy was a fatler
HMewre to me. 0T De beginning I oenjoyed the quiet life in his place, but later the Levys be-
gan to quarrel it o busband, and to cause a rift between us and tle couple living with us.
Tn lhnt way they ple vl i pet cortrol over us. Trey forbade us to have any cuntact with peo—
ple tho did not valong So the sect, including members of tie family. T believed what L.vy
eaid end ail his opinioio. e always had explanations, and he would persuade by means of
il tstrationsg Tom “he Tew Yeotewent, vhich I belioved with all my heart., Little by litile
‘Mars gosea wind oy e aching, Meanwbile, I was filled with an awful feer that Iwould be
cdanisnzd 30T Al % ober Win. Mg and his wife instilled this fear in me and also the scnse
of izolaticr ond wiihdirawal from the cutside world.  Wpen my husband Bill began to show signs
e opposition te ther. Ley began to eall hiw 'Syine,' and "Satan,' and frightened ne by say-
imr he wonld Ki'l re. o when Bill wanted to leave Bethel 2 year ago, I remained behind,

Vhen he eame aboos two weoks azo to take me back to him, I was ageinst it, because I was frigh-
tened. Onthe 1:‘.':_5;- T4 oo the Rabbinical Ciurt's order I left Bethel and lived with my husband

in: several dayf, In that way ny cyes were opened, and I understood what had happened wi th

ma eod how I Fad Lee: dragged into this.” '

The attoriney Zvi Lldsky tried to argue in his oxo ss—examination that it was not the
Levse who had breimumiched Lunda and persuaded her to live in their manner, but it was her
Fasband Bill and his phvehologist friend whom he had brought with him from the USA who had
Myeatyeashed her" afrer she leld Bethel and they persuaded Mer to mk make declarations against
the Levys in order to ilake vengeance on them. Tpe attomey H.she Tene submitted a news story
which appeared in MAAKIV which was received as an exhibit by t he court, with the defence ex-—
preszing its rescrvotions. The name of MAARIV was brought in many times during the course of
the investigation, Ipthe course of the testimony of Londa licks, Mrs. Levy burst out with
1oué shouts attacking the young woman as a liar. Tpe L.vys are under arrest by order of
Judge Miriem Porat. Today Bill Hicks, the husband of Londa Hicks, and the psychologist Read

Qler will testify iu ceurt. MWD STUIY.

DATE: 5.4.79 JCUIAL: "“IEDIOT AEHRONOT™ (HEB P IND) NEWS STORY

WADTET s WU SUSUEdT T LS KELIGLOUS SECT AFFATR FAINTED IN COURT™

BiLINE : Moshe Honem, Yediot Alhironut Correspondent »

T . Ielen L7y, ke suspect Y4 th her husband Aharon of fraudulent activity and false
testimony in the Sramceowk of the religious sect "Bethel Zion" wh ch they managed in Azur,
Tainted yesterdey hile in the dock in the Telaviv District Court. The suspect, aged 61, was
eitting for houvs beside her husband, listéngng to the testimony of B11l Hicks, the young man
sty had Leen ensised together with hes wife Londa into membership in the small religicus sect.
Lfter abeut Shreo hours of testimony, at arcund 2:00 plm., the Defence Agtorney, Moshe Tend,
came to one of the basiec guestions in his cross-examination: "Was H.len L.vy partner with her
nashand in all his doings?" W,en Dill Hicks answered affirmatively, there wes a noise heard
com.ng Trom The deck. Ielen collapsed and fell under the table.before her. Tpe court guards
nasicasd i orces an bnbulance, which took the suspect to the nearby Ichilov Hospital.

v

The prasecuior, Avraham Landstein, has accused Aharon Lgvy and Helen Lc»\‘ry of perjur_\_r

wn testifying that She Americsn-Protestant couple Bill & Londa ljcks are Jewish, mlsleadln{g

the young couple inte perjuring themselves, and alse customs violations resulting fI"(am.‘tllelr
exploitation of the inmigran® rights given the young Protestant couple. At the bef;lnn;;mg Ui_'
his testimony Bill Hicks yesterday insisted on donning a "kippah" (skullcap) and swearing with
his hand on a Tenakh (014 Tés ament). His wife Londa ymtook the oath the day befure ycster(_}ay
on the New Testament. A7 ier’ the testimony o f Bill licks, the psychclogist Reld Ilil}cr testi-
fied fcsterday.. He ppecializes in dealing with snall and strange religious sects like "?coples
Temple" of Jim Jonen - hose mEMLOrs recently cummitted mass suicide. The courtroum was filled
vith ultra~o=ihodc © yoush lictening tu the hearing. After their testimony, the Hic}_{es were per-—
T.: Lovys were released on ball of 1L20,000 each. END SIORY (MORE)

R
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BATE: 6.4.79  JOURWAL: "HAARIV" (HEB PM IND) - NEWS STORY

BEADING: "THE COURLE WHICH HAD COMPLAI ED ABQUT '"THE PROPNET'! LEVY HAVE LEFT ISRAEL"

BYLINE : RURETH DOVEAT '

CUOTE ¢ The frauds division of the Isracli Pglice D.pt, headed Ly Officer Gabrieli and

B¢ o ichsel Hovovitz, is continuing its investigation of the affair of the "prophet" Aharon
Levy of Awur who was released frum prison on Wednesday with his wife Holena. The investiga~
tion will centre principdlly on the activities of the Ottoman Spciety of "Bethel Zion"
~hich the Levys set up, in matters of customs and income taxes unpaid, etc. Ap effort is
bng wade to biing oack to Isreel the couple Kail and Brad Romans who wpent several years
at “bBethel® with their two children, and who saeceeded to break losse about 15 years ago.

Londa and B3ill Hicks, who made the complaknt against Lovy and gave mwe-trial testimoeny
2 the Dietrict Court, left Israel last night. Tyey intend to rchabilitate tleir lives in
Mmllas in the USA, and promised to returmm tu Isracl in the near future and to undergo furmal
wnversion to Judaism--in contrast to tlx process they underwent at the Rabbinate when they
were ma~ried as Jows on the basis of false testimony they gave with "their prophet".

Yesterday Aharon Ievy signed the statenent he lLiad made to the police, after which he
w»5 Teleased on bail and his passport was taken frw him. A similar step was also taken
in worneolicn with his wife., The charge sheet will be presented against them in the near
“tiure. The peragraphs of tue charge sheet include serigus counts of fraud, perjury,
iastigation to perjury; offences against customs and incume tax laws. The pulice is pre-
: '_.,‘ly investigaling whether to sulm it adaitional charge sheets. FND STORY

AL
23.5.79 JOUI{NAL- "SI.EARTM" (HL.B AM KGUDR‘I' IbRALL) EDI'ORIAL

UA0MEET THE MATTER WAS NG T INVESTIGATED Inl DEPTII
T+ A couple of rassionaries were marricd to esch uther accordl to the rites of -
culdai=n in order to benefit fron Israeli law, benefits granted | to :Lts cﬁlldren returning
t vhe hoemeland, & spokesman for the Min. of Relig, Affairs Ju.,tlfled himgelf: "The matter
wag not investigated in depth." It is cur duty to disclose to every interested party just
where is this depth found thst is so hard %o errive at, and even experienced judges fail
vz a fesult, The "depth " is found in the defective Law of Hetum which does nct explicitly
Zewznd that a Genti le ‘converted to Judaism only on the basis of "halakha" (Orthodex Jewish
i .«\, the writer of these lines, f or instance, is prepared to present by invitation ont he
tack of a posteard a young woman befure a Rabbincial court, and to recommend. that she be mar-
mied to a Yeshiva student, a scholar and Gudfearing man, and for the purpuse, :Ldentlfymg t he
vouang wman as a Jewess, 1o show to the Court the birth certificate issued in thoe e loly Land
where she is registered as a Jewess, and alsy the Identity Card of the mother of the girl
W is regictered as a Jewess, and also the Identity Card of the grandmother of the girl
o lives with us in the Holy Land and who is registered in her Identity Card as a proper
Jewoss.  What more could the Rabbinic Court desire as proof when a pretty and charming bride
in inw lved? fLpd after they believe me--and why should they not bel ieve me?--1 will pruve
to the honcurable court. that the girl is the daughter of a Cyristian muther and father, and
the mother is a deughter of a Cpristian mother also, none of which ever converted to Judaism,
_«md- they have no intention of converting to Judaism. A,d then the Min. of Religious Affairs
noelati: thal "the court did not investigate the matier in depth..." Wyat depth? The

A ;*h iz the Mia, of I\}t (the compousers of the law of privacy, that is: they do not disclose
~tu you any npuh:nsant detail to the Mlmstry) which relies on tle religiosity of the Min-
dater, who is responsibtile only to the Lord. Byt if hew ere required tu be responsible to
- the Law of the Siate, then he would as an ooedlent citizen prevent these "mistakes", influd-
12g the "sistalke" of the well-known basketball playPr,ﬁim: the fMistake of the Ryssian
Cheistian who served in tk IDF as a Jew and vne day said: Gentlemen, I'Ve had enough of

inio vy gane.,  Let me live as a Massian Christian!" Th.is is the depth! (I'HOM "SHELAMUT™,
the Orpan of the Committee for the Iptegrity of the People.)  END ARTICLE

WIT:  £.4.79 - .J\Ulﬂl\g;],[ "IATSOFEN" (HEB AM NRP) EXCERETS FLOM "YAD L'AKHIM" REPOKT (Bﬂ%’ff“
uoT B @ Prof. }L,/arrlved at the Absorption Centre a few months agu when we first visi
nig home, his helongi.gs still pad ed incrates, and the,yw ere surprised by our visit. Mys.
. sarved inlr USA as the choir leader in a Cunservative temple but adritted to us that she
had no deep ties to the prayers which she did nut even understand. We explamed to her that
ith her coming to Israel, she had the opportunify to insert a Jewish mntent to her life,
vl r]/rve“ offered her a Hobrew prayerbook with English #trenslation and bouks on Jyudaism....
Then we made ocur third v1slt to. this family, we found the parents in a must depressed state.
woa to1d ve that. their daughter who had arrived from the USA was caught in the university
W oihe "JLWS 1OR JESUS" sect, and their j.ﬁfluence on her was tremendous, and theyw erv fear-
57 1 bew Tiduve,  We spoke with the daughter, and s he was invited to visit at an 1nst1tu—
s v aoviTenm Jews., .she wns very lmpressed am explained that she had been txlmh

AT
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attracted to the Cpristian sect because she had not known Judaism, She has left Israel in
order t o complete her university studies while carrying with her a choice selectiénof
bocks on Judaism which were luaned to her, a nd promised that she would retum soom to make
a more profound study of the heritage of her people....

After many years of activity the missionary cemt.re of ¥®wiex "Bnei E-1 Zion" (sic.)
sect in Agzur has bLeen closed. AU this centre there were regular guests--families and
individuals——from abroad who were enticed by the "proplhet” Aharon L.vy, w o was arrested
by the police on suspicion of using the rights of new immigrants and for false marriagé
declarations of his followers. Ty affair was exposed by the MAAKIV repurter, with our
organization providing much assistance by €urn.shing our findiigs about the sect which were
gathered by us during a long pericd of time.

- The activities of our divisicn for the fight apgainst the mission has en joyed consider—
able momentum recently when during recent months alone there were more than 100 fawilies
dealt with who were in varying stages of contact with various missionaries. At the s ame
time, the activities o??gects and missionaries have been exposed. Ip the newspaper MAARIV
there was published the first in a series of missionaries with their address and their
identity numbers, and this caused consternation among the circles of the Mission who prefer
o work underground. '

Special activities were undertaken in ‘ched trer of idolatrous sects arriving in Isracl,
-and especially concentrating on purging out tﬁe?séc%p“silare Krs hma". I the strects of the
Jouns where the sect is operating there have Leen i)ublished amouncenients appealing tc the
public to wateh their children so that they should nut be swept into this sect. END

DATE: 10,4.79  JOUKNAL: "HAMODIYA™ (I_IEB AM ERRPZX AGUDAT YISRAKL) NEWS IIEM

UEADING: "AGUDAT ISKHAEL PROTEST MEETING AGAINST THE FINN.SH MISSION IN TLERIAS!

QUOTE : Ont he initiative of the Agudat Yis el,bﬁanch in Tiberias, last Sabbath there was
vrganiced a protest against the operation of 'ﬁgyf-ﬂjs_ssion which is spreading its tentacles in
the eity. Tre Finnish Mission has recently bought a house in.jc:he Kiryat Shmuel neighbourhood
on Rehov Bashi, No. 1, under the pretence of "providingfg%)éeg”tu the pubklic, snl appealed
.to the public tu take part in the celebration of the "housewarming" whech Wms scheduled to
take place on a Sabbath afternoon. Agudat Yisraelin Tiberias, on the initiative of the
Liranch Chairmen, Simha Dunim Verner, set up a public committee headed by Habbi Joseph Cohen,
Deputy Mayor, DabLi P. Cghen, Chairman of the Torah Circle, and public figures. The Compdttee
published & proclamation to the pullic which exposed th: true nature of the "Finnish House"
and called for a protest meeting near the place at the time the housewaming was schedlued

to tzke place. Hyndreds of residents of the town took part in the mesting headed by the

Town Rabbi Auervach, Chairman of the Apudat Yisrael Joca'ly. Rabbi Verner, th central
spoaker at the meeting, stressed th gravity of the matter Lehind the pretence while the

true my@mmn purpuse was to cause conversions through the Mission under the mask of "community
services." likewise, pruotest guards were set up throughout the Sabvath on the site, _END o

DATE: 16.3%.79 KRREIEX JOURNAL: "ECHQ OF THE KIRIYOT" (KIRIYAT MOTZKIN) LOCAL HEBhEW NEKFEX
HEADING: "ACTIVITIES AGAINGT THE MISSION IN THE KIKIYOT" (SUBUKBAN HAIFA) JOURNAL .

CUYLINE @ A. Zvi Givon

COOTE  : "YAD L'AKHIM" recently discloged missionary activity in the K_iriyot. At Eiryat

Ate such activity tecame known to. 2 comwuni¥y worker of the runicipality who reported it to
the organization., 7 t..  H father and son worked as missiconaries and tried to

influence new immigrants in the neighbourhuod of "Neve Han" to lead them to conversion.

After "Wad L'Akhin" followed ihe "couple", they were warmed, and the fatle r and son left
the place and.m.oved to Jerusalen. Likewise, a new immigrant, known to be mentally ill,
vmrk%ﬁ in” ﬁglgg.?néyarea, who has ultra~orthodox relatives in Bnei Brak. Iy this instance,
3% was not difficult for YAD L'AKHIM to prove the absurdity of the missionary's preaching

for Christianity.

There ig competition among the pussicnaries, whe do t heir work for crass gain, and wl.m
have %“ried their luck also among new immigrants in Kiryat Yam and Kiryat Mutzkin in the neigh—
bournoods in the nort.. They hold (for poney) meetings in private houses, in may instances
thej dispuise themselves as believing Jews, bring w th them tle Bible, and only at the end
reveal their true colours when they distribute explanatory material fa.nd the New Testz_amer;t.
Also against this sephistication YAD L'AKHIM - .acts, planting melambers among Fhe_ mlssjl!_.m-
ary ¢ ircles and succeeding %o disclose their true aim. - Ip Nahariya several missl OI.IEiI'leS
vere identified who worked underground with the aid of a nurse employed by Kupat Holin. Af.—_
‘e1 she was uncovered, she uaé warned by the organization, which also appealed to the Mayow

i clarify her activity and in the event of non-response to cause her dismissal and expulsioon
i palas MORE
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"WAD L'AKHIM™ is a nonpertisan organization, comprising mainly Yeshiva students
who work mainly anong new immigrants whobave only slight notion of what is Jydaism, and
in depressed areas, in order to 1ns ruot ther .in the principles of Jydaism. On the Sab-
hath hefom Purin there are sie c1a ac%lﬂ%ll‘s undertaken a{ralnst the seducers. EiWD

DR‘]‘E P 4,79 JOUNAL: "DAVAR™ - (IEB AM L&IsOUR) FEATUME: AH’lI(,LE

READING: "MISSIONALY JUDALSH"

BYLINE '+ Mordecai Barkal, "Devar" Correspondent in USh

QJOTE : Has there Bepun a flowlof nun-Jewish Apericans to the cunversion centres of Refourm
Jewish cohtlep"it.l.uns'? And if nut a flow} then at least a stream or a trickle? Are there
gigns that this is arresting the demegraphic process of diminishing Jewry? And if not ar-
‘resting, then at least Slnwln,_o' ‘down? The Board of Trustees of the Refum Myvenent which
will agsemble soon for its spring 1979 session will have to respond to this. Thenit will
become clear, if not explicitly then by implicetion what is the fate of the decision taken
during the winter session for a "eonversiovn campeign". Will that also, like so many insti-
tutional decisiuns, remain hanging in widair, "doctrines which.are the precepts of men,"
noneonmittal, soun to be forgotten and replaced by new, ethereal ceremonious decisions:

Or is something involved here which represents the commencement of significant happenings?

The proposal was presented before the leadership of Reform Judaism in Aperica at its
‘conference in Hauston, Texas, on 2 Dec 1978, It wes described as "an historic decision to
overturm a custom of centuries by initiating a campaign aimed at cunverting to Judaisn per—
s ons without any church affiliativn." ‘The decision was accepted unanimously. In actual
fact, what is involved ip the revolutionary propusal of one man, w:ich is more than a pro-
possl. It is a plan of action which is linked to historic roots and has a philosophic base.

The nan, liabbi Alexander Schindler, is not an isolated runner who has leapt onto the
stage frvm the sidelines. He is a pmmlnent establis hment figure. For years mk he has heen
the leader of the Unlcn of Reform Congregations, comprising 735 synagogues altogether, and
1,2 mwillion percsons, airfost half of the Jewish population of Israel. Up until a few months
ago he was thf: chaiyman of the "Bresidents Cunference" of Jewish organizations in hmerica—
in effect, ?onﬁe sman of urganized Jewry in America in internmal af‘alrs, in relation to
the general puLJ_'L(,, and in relation to the Aperican Govt.

Whathes been PQ]_]E:Clﬂlly surprising when the plan of Habbi Sehindler was raised has been
the character uf 4 he response to it. Certainly! People responded. Especiallyin writing.
There were those who opposed and thuse who favoured. But the rafters were not shaken, not
among Aberican Jewry, and not in Israel, and not in the world. If this had takenplace
300 years ago, then it would have overshadowed the excommunication of Spincza, This tine
it stirred up no stom. Is this because the issues which are able to stir up American Jewry
are so few or are at zeTo, polnt‘r" Or is it becmise R2bbi Schindler gave expression, £ rom
an historical v1pwpu:|.nt the longing and the practice, to‘,'a mainstream in Judaism? Tpat
indeed is the guestion. :

In his office in the Unicn of Reformn Congregatipns cent.re on Fifth Ayenue in New York,
confronting the basic question: Wpat exactly do you want to achieve?, Rabbi Schindler finds
it necessary to clarify carefully whet he does not mean. - '

"First of all, I have not come tu provide a justification for mixed marriages. I an op-
posed to mixed marriages, regret their oceurrence, struggle against them. Secondly, I am
not trying to suggest some kind of alternative to Jewish education as & means for strength-
ening Judaisu. As the saying goes: "Lo am Ba'aretz hasid" (One ignerant of the Torah
cannot be pious or nghteuus}‘“ Novertheless, dospite the Jewish education pruvided by all
the Jewish streams, mized marriages represent the must prominent featire of the Jewish d emo-

‘graphical situgtion. When it was measured between the years 1966..1972, it stood & 31.7%,
and since then the. rate has grown, not diminished.’ One cut of every three young persons
finds his mate outside of Judaism. '

The rate of divorce amongst Jews is equal to that amongst the ga‘nerai population: 3%
of the first narriages, a nd 42% of tle - secund marriages break down. A; the same time, the
average number o f children in a Jewish family stands at 1,4 less than the low average in
the general population: 1.7 children per family, and this is certainly lower thant he mini-
mum needed to guarantee continued existence}fof the present status. This is a very hard
forecast. On the basis -of ano ptimistic appm;sal AWerlcan Jpwry will decrease in the next
century from 5.7 million persons to 3.5 mlll'm, and J.ts W(,lf,ht in the general pupu]atlon
will diminish by a far gre ater rates

.Lntemmrnage,s ﬁxﬂk%ai‘(g plade among Aperican J_ ws, says Rabbi Sghindler, and will take

' place without a deubt, among my children, your children, and another's children. The phe-

e 3 ) b 1
Phencmenon touches every strean of Judais sm, both these without @ Jewish e ducation and
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as well as those who have such background. People meet, are bpund to one another, get mar-
. ried. "Thie is the sting which comes with the honey of a free and open Aperican society. "
This is the demographic ba_c]r’:grbmld{ H.wever, for Rabii Schindler inteemarrisge is not the
end of the issue but the bepinning of a challenge. £ :

About tws-thirds of nixed marriages involve a Jewish male married to the non-Jewess,
and about one-thitd involves a’ Jewess marrying & non—Jewish male. Hywever, the rate of
non—Jewish women marrying Jewish males is much higher (about 40%) that also marry into
Judaism. They undergo formal conversion to Jydaism, and the children of the couple are -
‘born, reared and-educated-as Jews. Amont, the non=Jews that marry Jewesses, only 4 few (3%)
convert to Judaism. - '

Habli Schindler says:; My fir st recummendation touches those who have parried Jews
"and have accepted the Jewish religion. Myst of them are women. We do much to have them
converted to Judaism, but neglect them afterwards. We forget that they have been severed
from another faith, although not from their families, Tyey are liable to be caught by cun-
flicting emoticns, especially on festivals which have a family character and which _fail at
the same time——Hanuka[ & Cpristuas, Passover and Baster., Wy have to comvert them not only
to Judaism but also to draw them within, to show them a special radiance. We sin in that
we huimiliate them. Ip the best of cases we call them "giyore “..(female cenvert to Judaism),
in the worst and most shameful cases we ¢all them "shiksas" (& pejorative term for a Gentile
woman often used jomlarly).u But this contradicts the spirit of Judaism, it cuntre“icfs the
halakha (Jewish religious law). Fron the moment a wonan is converted to Jydaism, she is a
Jewess in every sense, and according to Maimonides she is entitled to say "our God and the
God of. vur fathers." It is indéed absurd as well, since in must cases, the "shiksa" is more
complete and kosher in her Judaism than is her husband,"

The first recommendation, therefore, of the leader of Réform Judaism in America is:

"Working out a detgiled plan for affir:ﬁati’ve_ly adopting those who have entered the Jewish

. feligion." His second recommendation concerns the non-Jew in the mixed marriage, the person
who has not comrerted to Judaism. "Ljsten, we have to go out of our way to prevent mixed
marriages. DBut this is not to say that we must stand against thuse who bave intemmarried
and against the non-Jowish perent in such a family. Look, he has already tied himsel f to
‘the Jewish community. If it is at all possible, we must bring them into Jydaism. Apa if it
is impossible, then we should at least see¢ to it that the children of such marriages will
grow up as Jews." - - : '

Rebbi Schindler sees a trewmendous potential to put the brakes on the diminishing Apcrican
Jewish community. "Think about it: If fwo-Jéws marry and produce 1.4 chilaren, there is no
increase, there is a dkcrease, because two Jews leave behind only 1.4 Jews. But if & Jew
marries & non-Jewess, there is an increase, because the one Jqw leaves behind 2.4 Jews. WBat
we,mst do is to reverse th trend, to make of mixed marriages once they have teken place,

a source of Jewish increase and not a scurce of decrease." (10 BB CONTII‘I}IED)
SULJECT “TWo: HELEW CHIISTIANS : |
CDATE: 23.3.79 JOUMIAL: JUWISL CIIONICLE (LONDON) — NEWS ARTICLE
HEADING: '?JEWS FOR JESUS HOT JEWISH"
BYLINE : Y_ram Keseel, Jerusalen :
QUOTE : Anyune who Lelieves that Jesus wes the Messiah must be considered a Cpristian and
camnot qualify as a Jew fur the purposes vf the Law of Retumn, the Lsraeli Supreme Court has
decided. The court reached its decision in a case involving Miss Eileen Dorflinger, 30, an
American citizen who settled in Ismael in 1977, and is secking Israeli citizenship under the
Jaw. Domn to Jewish parents, Miss Dorflinger joined the "Jews for Jesus" muvement in the U.S.
and was baptised a Christian: OShe still regards herself as Jewish, huwever, and had applied
to the Supreme¢ Court for an order ag&_ms% the Ministry of IDterior which had refuse. to give
her a permanent identity card and Isracli citizenship under the Lew of Return. The law de-
fines as & Jew ariyone burn to a Jewish mother or converted to Judaism, provided he or she is
not & member of another religion. ’

The case revolved about two main points: the plaintiff's _theological beliefs and whether
she had been baptized. Miss Dorflinger maintained that she had not been formally baptized,
but had "only immersed my body in water three times as an expression of purification." The
court, howewer, rejected this contention, and accepted the Int. Ministry's account of her
formal baptism in Connecticut in the spr.ng of 1975. Miss Dorflinger was ssked whether she
Tegarded Jesus as the Meésiah, and she said thot shé did. When further quedtioned as tu whe-
ther she believed in the deity of Jesus, Miss Dgrflinger'g replies were considered evasive

by the Courts i
e MORE
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The court, ¢omposed of Justices Alfred Witkon, Meir Spamgar and Shlomo Asher, ruled
that the question of whether a Jew was a member of ancther religion should be tested agalknst
ths e riteria of that relipion and not againstt he tenets of Jydaism, Since belief in Jesus
as the Messiah was the basic tenet of Cpristianity, and since Miss Dorflinger had undergune
conversion, the judges said, she could not be considered a Jewess and did not cume under the
provisions ofthe Law of Return. Mr, Uri luppert, Miss Dorflinger's counsel, cuntended thet
in a democrstic society it was no business of anyone what his client's religious beliefs
were. All that counted was that she had 2 Jewish mother. Kr. Jystice Shamgar replied that
everyone in Isrsel had a right to his or her cwn belicfs since there was "Wofficial State re~
ligion enshrined in the law. lHowever, the issue was whether the Minis try ‘of Interiur could
b e constrained to act contrary to the law and repard the plaintiff as a Jewess, when her
beliefs clearly attested the opposite, Clearly, the Minister could not be so constrained.

(Apyi % i o . ! _ ‘ . IND ARTICLE
DATE: ﬂ.’gﬁ JOURNAL: JERUSALEL POST (ENGLISH AM IND) FEATURE LAW ARTICLE (1AW HEPORT)
HEADING: "DRAWING THE LINE SETWeEN JUDAISH AND CHRLSTIANITY "

BYLINE : D ORTS LaNKIN (PHCTO LusSET: JEWS FOi JESUS, ONE OF THEM WEALING A STAK OF DAVID AROUND
Hih NECK. )

QUOTE : IN TiE SUPREME COUKT SITTING AS THE HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE BEFOLE JUSTICES WITKON,

SHANGAR & ASHER: Tpe Hieh Court of Justice discharged an order nisi calling on the Minister

of Interior ta show cause why he should not prant the petitioner Israel nationality under

the Law of Heturn. The petitioner was Lum in the United States to a Jewish nother. She came

to Israel inl977 and applied for citizenship under the Law of Retumn, which vests every Juw

with the right to come to Israel as an imaigrant and to acquire Isrseli nationality. Her ap-

plicationw as dismissed by the Min., Int. when he learned ¥ het the petitioner belonged to a

sect knomn as "Jews for Jesus" and that she believed Jesus was the Messiah., Tpe minister

_based his decision on his conclusion that the petitioner had changed her religion ana there—

fore did not come within the definiticn of "Jew" in the Law of Retumn, that ig, "a person bom

of & Jewish mother, or converted to Judaism, who has not adepted another relipion.” :

The petitioner petitioned the High Court of Justice for an order nisi, claiming that she
hed never been furmally converted to Christianity, and that she believed in Jesus the Megsiah
¢nly because, in her opinion, he fulfilled the specifications for the Messiah as laid down
in the DBible. 5She was granted an order nisi, and on the return day, Asst. State Atty Yavak
appeared for the minister and RN lupper? and My, Eitan for the petitioner.

Justice Witkon, whu delivered the nain opinion of t he High Court i th Justice Asher con-
curring, said that hec was prepared +o assume, despile the cvidence {o the cantrary, that the
petitioner gemuinegly regarded herself as Jewish. He held, however, that the question of her
religion is one of fact, anc it iz a function of tle court, and not of the petitioner, t o
eatablish facts on the basis of avialable evidence. Type queation of whether the petitioner
is a Christian, as the respondent maintains, or whether she is Jewish, continucd Jusiice Wit-
kon, must be resolved on tho basis of Cpristian, and not Jewish, religious precepis. In thiz
context, it is clear, he noted, frem s he information received by the respondent, which the
petiticner had not gucceeded in rebutting, that she had been baptized. This is acknuowledged
by all authorities to he an act symbolizing admission to the Christian faith., But what was
more important was tie t the petitioner, in reply tu repeated questions from the court as %o
whether she bd ieved intle divinity of Jesus,had given evasive replies.

Justice Witkem then went on to discuss the question of whether a person whu believes in
the divine nature of Jesus can be deemed to be Jewdsh, referring in particular to the writ-
ings and opinions of Prof. David Flusser and Rabli Abba Hillel 8jlver. He concluded that the
prevailing opinion today, among both Christians and Jews, is that Jesus and his followe:s
did not abandon the Jewish faith, and that those o helieved in him and his nessianic mig-
siond uring his lifetime did not cease to be Jews. A turning point occurred, huwever, with
the advent ~f Paul and his teachings, culminating in the eventual formulation and acceptaree
of the Holy Trinity and of Jesus as a God incawnabe. Tt was this doctrine that placed Opria—
tianity outside the bounds of Judaisrni.

In ghort, held Justice Witkon, even if tlhere were mo other criterion for defining
Christianity and for difforentiating between that religion snd Judaism, it is clear that any
person who believes in the divinity of Jesus and in the Holy Trinity must perforce be deemed
to belong to the Cpristian faith. As to the petitioner's belie fs, concluded Justice Witkoen,
she had evaded piving an unambiguous regative reply to the question of whether she believes
Jesus to be a God incarnate or not. This re vetance on her part, plus the e vidence to the
effect that she had heen Laptized int te sacramental sensc, and thatshe had been received in-
to the churchint e country o f her birth, Jugtified the respondent's d ecision to deny her
nationality underd be Law of leturn. The order nisi should be discharged therefore.  MOuB
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JUSTICE SHAMGALt: In concurring that the order nisi should be discharged, Justice Spanm-
gar noter]lth:at under thre IJetionality Law, 1952, Isrneli citizenship may be acquired in scvreral
ways, one of which is by way of "return." The petitioner, he coutinued, had been well awsve
of the fact that "return"--which is reserved exclusively to "Jews" within the mesning of the
Law of Return, is not the only way of acquiring Isracll naticnality or residence. Neverthe-
less, she had insisted on trying to p ersuade the respondent and. the High Court thats he vas
entitled to nationality by virtue of "return,® although she had, of her own free will, and
as she was perfectly entitled tu do, elected tu change her faith from Juuaism tu Cpristianity.
In‘Ismel, he stressed, in- contradistinction tu the position; in mo# of the neighbouring coun—
tries, there is nu statutorily defined state religion. ¥Fagh and every person is entitled to
practice his ovwn writh without any fear of persectition. But freedom of religion does not en-
title the petitioner to force her own novel definitions on the respondent (who is buund by the
definitions laid down by law-) to insi_st that he recognize her as Jewish despite the fact wiat
she lias adopted another faith, .

OWDER NISL DISCHAKGED wI.X IL12,000 COSYLs, (JUDGMENT GIVEN ON MAR 15, 1979.) END ARTICLE

DATE: 20.4.70  JOURNAL: "AL UAMISHMAK" (1, AM MAPAM)  FBATURE ARTICLE

H&ADING: "7UE WAY OF RORELT M. TO BKETZ ISHAEL"M (NL NAPE IS FICTITIOUS. TFULL NAME I3 WLTH
BYLINZ : Avshalom Kava (PHOTO: JaFwa CUIMES) THE EDITOR, AS FER SUBJECT'S REQUEST)
QUOTE : It is.now twelve years that the Cupristisn clérgyman', Robert M., stands atthe head
of one of the churches in lsrecl. A4 present he is 45 years old, s peaks fluent Hgbrew, has
an slert face, a bit ascetic, which bears the umswrs marks of a painful, enthralling and vn-
finished lifestory whose beginnings are with an assimilated Jewish family in Nazi Berlin and
its la‘tegﬁng%gmorphisisﬁln the Land of Israel in Jaffa. '

It was only in his latc ieens that webert M. discuvered his Jewish origin. Hls Jewish
mother and his father (who also had sume hagy J_f;wish r'(mts) were married in Berlin in the
year 1933.° She was a dancer and his father was_'_" filis director. ILeside them was his meternal
grandfather, a figure who had a decisive influence on his. life. Thss Jewish grandfather served
as a lecturer in jurisirudence in the University «wf Derlin during the years that the Velnmar
Republic was doing itself to death. Frum Hie Lo tue grandfather published articles atlack-
ing the Nazis, which led to his being placed on a blacklist, Tye threats against t he fanily
increased, and the family removed to Czechoslovakia. In1934 in cre of the cities of the Sudeft w
region Robert M. was bom inte an uacertain and oppressive reality. His father was not recon—
ciled to th: status of a refugee and claimed that the threats were not so serious as the
grandfather had determined, Heg returncd 1, his family in Gemmany. Robert M. never saw him
again., All trace of him was lost. ’ : :

Wonderings follow wanderings. Czechoslovakic is "ourning" and the family moves to
Vienna, bout here too the ground begins to .shske under the feet of the family. Ty yeors
‘after their srrival in Vienna the prandfather journeys by himself to Zondun in an effort to
‘obtain the pernission of the suthorities to bring the other two. Permissioni s grented at
the last moment, Mnther and son leeve on one of the last trains before the "Anschluss".

(the Nazi unification of Aystria and Germany in 1938. Ti'{) Upon her arrival in Epgland, the

_ mother makes the acquaintance of a Scottish teacher, whom she marries a short time later.

_ Themother automatically acquires Liritish citizenship while grandfather is prunounced '"persona
non grata" because of Geman nationality, and he is deported £ o- Australia. The.child is left
without his beloved grandfather. The stepfather absolutely refuses t have the child live
in his home.

Fromt he ape of three months onward, therefore, Robert M. is tussed about from one chil-
dren's institution to another, Tye decree of the Scottish teacher kax determined tle fatle
of the child to be tossed about with only b rief respites in a wearisome trek -frim une dormi-
tory to anuther. Here his German identity was a sorespot,and he expericnced & negative atti-
tude from both the childrenand the staff workers. H.vertheless, tke staff workers in these
institutions, Robert relates, did want to help the abandoned -children, but they did not know
how. They did not have their cwn children and they lacked both persvpal and professional ex—
perience. Until the age of 16 he lived in this Victorian world. "If I bad not experienced
this myself, I would not have believed that this could happen in the England of the 1940s."

While lLe was still in Bierlin, his grandfather had en inclination fowards the teachings -
of Jesus, and the boy in the institutions where he s, ent long years of his youth:sezked np
Christian values. Muwever, t he decisive influenee was in the last institution in which he
was placed. This was clearly Cpristian, with the director and staff, most of whomwere women,
opening before him the door to this world., For many years he * stuod on the edege of this
world, tut it was cnly much later that he entered fully, His perplexity inc;eased as he re-
turned home from time to ftime on bri%f 'J,goll:é.gays, ‘and. leamed the secretive details of his

Jewish identity from chanes remarks, rE@ays of conversations between his mother and
. 7 BOLD
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grandfather, who had in the meantime returned from his Aystralian exile.

When he turned 16, his Scottish r . stepfather agreed to his living at hcme. For a
whole year he é;tm;g;glerl to be a part of the family, Desides the effort to adapt hinself,
he had to tecume involved in the unsettled relationships at home. In good times, during
évenihg.-;s of peetry and song, the echues of conversations about Jewish origina and Germwan-
Jewish culture would return again and again. A year after he had returmed honme he began to
study at an engincering college, 4% the end of a five-year cuourse of study he obtained his
degree and began to engepe in tvhanis 27 vy ccmputer research.  For two years he wirked
in the field of computer memory., In the early 19508, when computer science was stiliin its
infancy, a carcer layepen before him. '

Atthe age of 20 he left home under a cloud of inner curnfusion, with a drive tu unlessh
the anger he kept inside of hiwself towards the world, armed with dim, fragmented fanily
memorics,,.and a hunger for 2 healthy identity, "If I wanted t¢ find a solution to ny pive
blems, I had to do it away fromn home,"

Meanwhile, in the plant where he was euployed there were cngouing discussions about
religion and science, After a time he understood that the subject came up not by chance,
but that it was part of a profivund attempt to pet a clear picture of kmmmedfnznd the world
and of himself. "Through these discussions I reached the stage in wiich I understood that
I really b elieve in God. When I understood this, I sesrched for a e - B PRI

Little by little, not like the apustle Paul on the rond to Damascus, he makes his way
to the Christian religion. Decause of the bitter experiences he had had, he was sutject to
gevere doubts. VIf 7 ¢ Gud exists, I thougnt, many times, then I don't want to know Him,
since he had put me through thesc trials,"

A8 he d rew near to one of the impuortant Cpristian denominations in England, there deo-
veloped in him "a strange plant'...an aspiration to bLe ay i 'stf;ex{;al In time ‘the idea touk-
shape, and he akandoned computer science and commenced his?g_%&%i}.es at the University of
Cambridge, and sfterwards in a special seminary for the priesthood. Strange, but in the
framework of the seminary he met Jewish students, visited synagogues cn weekdays and on
the eve of the Sabbath, and made friends with nany Jews.

While studving at the University .f Cawbridge, Robert M. tuck a trip to Israel, e
toured about the land and spent two months in Kibbutz Lahav: "This was not an attempt to
Frunk Judiasgn, but rather to becume faniliar with Jewish life firsthand. At he kibbutz
they wanted to persuade me thet Comcunism is the best way towards redemption." The visit
to Isrmel, in the Holy Places, the double encounter with Jewish Israel and with the Christian
Land of Israel left a decp impression upen him, 2

After a few years he made a secund visit to Israel, and then made the acquaintamce of
the head of the local congregation in Jaffa, of the comranity of which he is a member. In
the course of a conversation he learned that the wan was about tu leave his present position;
s0 upon returning ¥ Epgland, he inquired of the pussibility of taking up his position--and
‘his request wes granted. Thus, 12 years ago he arrived in Israel in order ta lead thk cun—
gregation, small in number, but very large and neaningful for him. Ip the whole range of re—
lationships, however restricted, betwesn Jews ond Chris tians in Israel, he sees himself s
A VESSEL TO ENCOURAGE THE IMPOMTANT BXISTINTIAL QUESTIONS LND THE FUKTHEGANCE OF UNDE&RSTH D
ING AMONG TII PIOPLES, '

Aifter years of wandering, of a general and particular lack of clarity, he arrived in
Jaffa, ksxaxr in a city with an abandoned pert and histery where he gains a certain degrec of
tranquility. Byt here, t ou, notwithstanding the force of the encounter between himself and -
the Land of Israel and thet Jewish community dwelling in it, the years that are gune are
net vanished from his sight. END ARTICIE,

SULJECT THutEE:  BASTER SHASON 0LSBRVANCES

(NB: THESE WILL BE BRIEFLY SUMMARIZED BELOW)

"DATE: 6.4.79 JOUINAL; IBRUSALEMTOST  NEWS ARTICLE

HEADING: "BEASTLIN CELEDKATIONS STAKT ON SUNDAY ™

BILINE : ALAN ELSNER

& brief five-paragraph news article vutlining elebrations of Easter beginning Palm Sur:iay
among various Cpristian denominatiuns with location of services. Readers are directed to
Pilgrimege Division of Min. of Tourism and Govt Tiurist offices for further inforuation.

HEADING: "3,000 IN FisTIVE PALM SUNDAY Mikch" (JPOST 9.4.79)
Thousands of pilgrims and spectators, participate in Palm Sunday march, Tpere is also a

rie S Te to the Palm Sunday msss in 5¢.° Peter's Square, Rome, and chanting of Polish
Rt ety # DU, oS n St Peter's Square, Rose, o o
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DETE: 13.4.79 JOUKNAL: AL HAMFSHMAR (HED AM MAPAM)  NEWS AKTICLE

HEADING: "URPUECEDLNTED BASTER PILGHIMAGE'"  #YLINE: Gabriel Stern

EXCERFTS: The Holy Week of the Western Cpristian communitics will reach its peak today

on the 1946th anniversary of the crucifixion of Jesus accorvding to their tradition with a
mass pimcession following the 14 stations of the via dolorosa in the 014 City at 11.00. In
view of the huge mumber of Cnristian pilyrims and tourists, unprecedented in recent years,
the mad which was clased due to collapse, was repaired in time by the Municipality of
Jerusslen in an emergency pruject. ('l‘here f1lows a description of the expected Goud Frinay
proceasion, Maundy Thursday obscrvances ( ‘which was actually a FPassover Sgder" of the
first disciples and Ju;sug), the participation o f varicus Israeli and consular officials
int he ¢ ervmonies, and the conflucnce of FBastern and Western rites and the Jewish Passover.

"In t he meantime the heed of the Coptic community, Archbishop Apba, Dr. Basilius, has
deriied reports af renewal of Fgyptian pilgrimages...and protested therecent decision of
the High Court of Justice (in the conflict cver status at the Holy Place with the BEshicgion
Orthodox). It appears that the Copts hupe to exert pressvre in the wake of the Eg-yptiaﬁ-‘-
Istaeli peace treaty in’ their faveur...." BND :

. DATE: 13.4.79 JOUKRAL: JELUSAL M FOST . UYLINE: HATM SHAPIRO
HoADING: "TLHADLTIONAL HOQCESSION. O VIA DULOLOSA TODAY "
SUMMARY :  Bight-paragraph swaary of Hily Week observances beginning with Maundy Thursday
"waghing of tie feet"e eremony, Good Iriday route, Protestant and Chtholic observances
kasterz Sunday observances, Eastern Falm Sunday rites. "Tpe Garden T,mb's English sunris:c:
service 2t 6.70 a.m. this year will include a brass quartet from the Jerusalem Symphony
Orchestra whe have volunteercd Sheir services. " @p, lish, G.man, French, Dutch, Pirnish,
Swedish, Welsh and Horwegian lengunge services will he held throughout the day. END

DETE: 13.4.79 JOULNAL: JREASALIM POST 1A LINE: JAN GLITLIN

HEADINC: "WAY OF 'He@ioSS: JAN GITLIN DESCHIGES THE EaSTER THEK ALONG VLA DOLORASA

PRUTO INSHT: CHRISTIAL TPILGLOMS ON GOO])_FJ{IDI\_Y DEVOTIONAL WALK (RICHRHD NOWITZ l*I_IOTOG)
EXCERPTS: Those who undertake a pilgrimage tu tie holyslaces may look forward to an emctisnal
experience walking along Jeass' Way--alse known as the Way of the Crogs or the Way of Sorrow
(Vj_a Dolorosa in L?tln)——'L'} Jerusalen. Wuat theyimmy not kmow is that due to the accunulzved
debris csused by the wars oni retural catastrophes of the past centuries and by sand blowa in
vfrom the desert, tle present Via Dolorosa is 8 to 10 metres higher than it was 2,000 years
ago...consequently, the precise route Jesus tuck from the "eourtroon™ to 4 he place of cruci-
fixdon outside the city is probably not identical to bhst which is generally accepted today.
(There follows a description of the versions and development of the c.ncept of the Via Do-
1ur088, .. 0musaders, Franciscan friars, influence of Passion plays...there is then given &
description of ea¢h of the staiions, what they represent in the *“st.ry of thecaucifixion,
and the ceremenies and strmectures that are invelved with cach of the 14 stotions lesding

+o t he final station where the tomb of the Hely Sepulchre is located.)  END SUMMALY

DATE: 15.4.79 JB USALEM ICST FHOTOGHAE TT CARTION: "CHHISTIANS CARWY A CROSS THWO' T L
HEADING: "PHLEST DISPUTES TIAD; TIORAL ROUTE OF T HE VIA I[OLOROSA IN GOOD FRIDAY FhOC-

) ROUTE O F VIA DOLOK, ") Eo10W IR JulUSALEM'S OLD CIT‘[,‘ "
QUOTE : A Benedictine pricst saye that the Via Diloross, vhich has drawn hundreds of thou-
sands of pilgrims through the ages is noet the route Jesus followed to his death on Calvpry
Hill nearly 2,000 years sgo. Fr. Virgil Plxner, of Mt. Zion's Darwmition Abbey, says ithe jre-—
sent trek, which aits west acioss the Noslen and Christiaﬁ quarters of the 0ld City, lies
400 metres north of when: the real "way of thec russ" was. Both the present-day route and
the original me lead 4o Calvary P41l now enshrined by the hulking, stone Church of the Holy
Sepulchre, along with the site of Jesus' burial. Fp. Pixner, who teaches G, ris tian archieo-
logy at the abbey's theological faculty, expounds his revoluticnary conclusion ir ' arricle
to. be published in the forthcoming issue of "Cpristian News from Israecl," a magazine published

by the Religious Affairs Ministry. ‘Today's route is steeped in so venerable a traditicn
that no Cathnlic would consider altering it for the sske of historical accuracy," he says.
"There can be nu doubt, however, that the present 'Via' dues nut follow the path originally
trodden by Jesus." Fr. Pixner says thet the Via Dylorosa "migrated st least twice down the
ages" to it s present course, which was lald dnwn byt he Cpusaders, because of mislocation of
the Praetorium, where Fontius Pilate sentenced Jesus to die on the c russ, IND AKRTICLE

DATE: 16.4.79 JOUKNAL: AL BAMISHMAR (EEL AM MAPAM)  NEWS ALTICLE

HEADING: "EXFMPLAKY OWDER AT KELIGIOUS CRLEMONTES IN OLD CITY OF JEWUSAL.M"

LYLINE : Gabriel Stern = gt T

SUMMAKY: This is a brief flvt—,-—p'l*'agraph ‘describing sbservances of Easter Sunday of West=rn

commnities, Israeli representalbives, fol&l{;n consuls, pilgrims, tourists and spectators.
HOLE
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DATE: 16.4.79  JOUMNAL: JELWULALTM i 05T NEWS AGTICLE  PHOTOG: "ORTHODOX CIUISTIANS MbRCH
HEADING: "EASTER & FeLM SUNDAY OBSEIVED ) 1IN YESTERDAY'S PALM SUNDAY FPHOCESSION OUTSIDE TH:
13¥ THOUSANDS™ ) CHUKCH OF T1i® 1OLY HEREKER SEPULCHRE" :
BYLINE: Haim Shapiino
SUMMARY : This is a four-paragraph news storv about Easter chservances artung Western cotumni-
ties and the commencement of lalm Sunday among- Basterners...also a reference to the Ceremcny
of the Holy Fire in vh.ch'th: faithful seek the privilege of b.eing the first to receive the
flame as it emits from tue traditional tomb of Jesus. " LND

DATE: 22.4.79 JOULNAL: AL aMISHHAR (1BL AM MAFAM)  NEWS STOiY
HEADING: "MASS CELEBHATIONS COF "SALATH CF LIGHT' IN EAST"
BYLINE : Gabriel Stern : .
EXCERPTS: Testerday afternoen the fsster ceremonies of the Rastern Christian clhurches reachoed
their splendid peak at the Church of the Hely Seplehre with the celebfation of "Sabat A-flar"
("Sab?a.]t‘:h.r‘fr the Light") in the Ohurch of the Holy Sepulehre. With - - joyful chricks and
ﬁz%%ﬁ‘gj él‘.{%’gé‘of joy, the "uly ¥dire” went forth from *the tomb of Jesus,....lmmediately after
the fire went forth, 4 was distributed aweng 6,000 of the faithful, among them local Arabs,
Greeks and Cypriots, and also 180 pilgrims from Roumania. The church which was previoualy
in darkness (ex%;e't for the tielevim on lights) begame & sea of light. Decorum was éxenplary
degspite the prlélsn?l&?c%:i}‘ffhfcur nceasivnal gquarrels among individuals over the right to receive
the fire. The ceremony is conducted jointly by 211 the Bastern rites.... (The closing para—
graph of this news clory desls with the "eclourful Ethicpian Faster ceremonies under % he
open sky headed by the new archbishop, 38 years old, Matthias....who (earlier) expresged
the feelings of friendship that the people of Lthiupia heve for Isrsel despite the political
seesaw of events...al the eersuony 107 Ethiopian pilprims teck part in their national garb.)
END
SULIBECT FQUR: "CHRISTIAL ZIONI G

DATE: 14.3.W9 JUUMNAL; ISkAKL NACHRICHTEN (TEL JWIV) GERMAN TANGUAGE FEATUKRE ARTICLE
HEADING: "CHHISTIAN ZIOWISTS IN ISKARL"™ SYLINE: 5. Bein

SUMMARY :  This is a three-column sumpary of a G.rman-Cyristian Zionist movement "Emek Ha--
Shalom", headed by Herman Bezner, a long-tine adherent t;;f"_pr.,phetic interpretations of the
Scriptures, besinning with the l;ssell movement which remained faithiful to their founder's
views (in dihmdink contrast to the later offshuot, "Jehuva's Wi tnesgeg) Ehich changed its
"Zionist" the(_;logy/ eschatology), With his brothers and friends he %&égﬁ:{d in Georuany "The
. International Union o f Serivus Bible Ipterpreters" and Lecame involved with other non-Jewish
supporters of the Jewish return tu Zion. D,ring the Wazi period they suffered at the hands
of the regime, and after the war Dezner nade frequent trips to Israel and Arab lands, and
later founded "Pmek Hel.*Shalom, and works in close cooperation with J,wish and Cyristian
supporters of Isrsel in contributing to tithe fulfilment of bLiblical prophecy.

DATB: 23.4.79 JOUINAL: AL HAMISIMAR (HBL: AM MAFAM) FEATURE AKTICLE _

HEADING: "THE CHRISTIAN SISTERS WHO SETILED IN ISRAEL" (STOhY OF THE JERUSALEMITE SISTENS

: OF A GERMAN WHO I'ERISHED IN WI‘LL{SAW)

BYLINE : Gabriel Stern e

P MARY : This is the tale of Zmi German Christian women whose binther died in Warsaw during
World War II after being wounded on the Liyssian Front. Tye father was permitted to abtend
the funeral of his =un (who dicd of .E:ﬁxnw-mmﬁni blood poisoning), and arrived after the sup-
pression of the Warsaw Ghetto revelt. Through a Folish sexton of a nearby church he lesrmed
of the horrors of the Ghettn and the plan to extermipate the Jews. After the war he becane
mere interested in Zicnism and the Jews, 2 nd while remaining a Believing Cyristian, observed
Torah commandments such as Sabbath ubservance, and was remcved from the official church.

Ay his death he left (in 1957) his property to the Jewish Natiunal Fynd. Four years ago his
three surviving daughters emigrated to Israel and were #iven a flat in Talbieh, Jerusalen,
and became an attraction to many I§;ee%j.s and tourists becausc of their gentle and likeable
personalities. "With all theif Kinship o Jews and Judaism they did not convert to Judaism,
bub romoined Christians believing in their Jewish Messiah, " the writer concludes, "but they
have submitted requasts for Treoeldi cddizonchip. It is to be hoped that the autha itioo
will lenk Zaveomvahly at the sislers! request, whe hove kiod +theiv Jives ba Israel because

of their father's last will and testament, the source of which was in the exjevience of

the Warsaw Gpetto." JHD

DATE: 22.4.79 JOUMNAL: JEUSAL¥M FOQST FLEATU ras :;LJtTI(_,‘LE

HEADING: MAMERICAM'S FIGST"  BYLINE: Moshe Kehn . .

EXCERFT: In a way, (Morris L,) Abran's (fomer president of Aperican J_ wish Committee ani

Iirandeis U.,) statement (that Aperican J.ows are Amf-:ricans first) is typibal of the way m.co

Jews, including many Zionists and Israclis, are cmbares ssed about the Biblical basis «
O
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of their existence in general and in Hpetz Isracl in particular, and noud agreement when Pres.
Jimmy Carter sn! others say imjatiently that the Fible cannut be the basis for detemining
borders in the 20th Century. (TlltJUgh, of oourse, the "Hew Testament" can be the basis of
Christian counterclaims concerning Jergsalem, for example.)....ln an excharnge of letters a
year ago, the editor of the gentecly anti-Isracl "liberal® Protestant Aperican journal, "The
Christian Century," thé lLeverend Janes M, Wall, whe professes to be a long~time confidant of
Pres. Carter, wrote me impationtly that Apericans like them den't think that history and ie—
galistics are rmeally what count.  "Whiat we want is resulution, " he asserted. It seems to me
that that perticular desire, as cxpressed by Rov, Wall, has less to do with any kind of mur-
ality than with Americais desire for a continucus supply of Arab oil and political support
in the world power struggle..." D EXERCPTS

SUBJECT FIVE: CHRISTIAN CULTULAL EXIHESSIONS

DATE: 6.4.79 JOURNAL: "YERUSHALTON'" (HELREW JERUSAL®M WERKLY)  FL1LM REVIEW
BEADING: "THF GOSFEL ACCORDING TO SATNT MATTHEW"
QUCTE (Slmwing at Cinematique) Ferer Paulc Pausclini is especially known by virtue f
his erotic trilogy which included "Decamercn, " "Canterbury Tales" and “irabian Nights". Very
few people know that the Italian director won praise from Gyristian organizations and church-
es for the film in which he recunstructed the life «f Jepns according tothe Gospel of Matthew
in the New Testament. leousolini created o very warmly human and pcetic film by wmeans ’fﬁ an
y = i . . 3 11C
exact recunstmi:tlon of thz biographieal aspects in the life of Jesus and by employing Inxxm
rigina§reion ; _ el . _ ; i _ - _
original way the "New Testament." Jesus and the igures surrcunding him are played in a very
authentic manner by nonprofessicnal actors who embady figures reflecting the ordinary g ecple.
The result is far more impressive than the attenpts of Hollywood to deal with the Diblical
texts. Especially beautiful is the synthesis int he sound trrek of music of the Fassions of
Back with the splendid blues of Odetta. This is the other side of the creativity of Pauso-
1ini--less conmereial and provocative, lut very faithful to the simplicity of the original,

DATE: 19.4.79 JOUmNAL: ISKABL N/CLATCHTEN (TEL AVL V) GEWMAN LANGUAGE ANliOUI‘ICE’ME&¥
HEADING: OWGAN COWCELT I N JEiUSLLIM, :

SUMMARY: This is a brief news item announcing twe cuncertso f organ music in the Ly theran
Church of the fiedeemer in Jerusalen.

DATE: 11.4.79 JOURNAL: HATSOTIL (hEE} Al 1‘-11'{P) BOOK HEVILW

HEADING: "THOSE WHO D.VIATED FLOM ThiIli SOUACE®

DYILINE : Y, fnos

SUMMARY: This is a E{%E‘m@mmmn of Pyuf, Flusser's recent work on the sources
of Christianity, which follows closely Flusser's thinking. (See SEIECTIONS No. 38, bot.
P.8 through p.12 for excerpta frum the bouok published in AL HAMISHMAR 1.10.78). Although
the ?s%gpart of this survey reflects a traditivnalist Jewish view of the negatives of
Christianity or its lack of originality alongside the deviations from Judaisn, the writer
of the article concludes: "The conclusion of & he researcher (Flusser) is therefore that
there is no hasgis for the accepted furmsf investigation which sees strung Hellenistic
influences at the Leginnings of Cyristianity. The founders of this faith indeed added to
it s Jewish saurces Hnllenistic and pagan elements, N.vertheless, the entire phenomencn of
primnitive Christianity is to be explained rather by Jewish scurces. Inthe opinion of the
author, Christianity derived frum the religious, Messianic and mystic ferment of the pericd
at the end uf the Secund Jewish Commonwealth which led to 2 fuming peint in the history of
the Jewish people and the entire human race.” END

DATE: 15.4.79 JOURNAL: AL HAMISHMAR (HED AM MAKAM)  FOCK IGVIEW

HEADING: "FIVE CHIISTIAN WuITE6S—-AND ISHLEL" SILINE: Yehoshua Dash

SUMMARY:  These are five bfief buck reviews of French-Catholic writers on Jewish and Judeo—
Christian sibjects: GEORGES HOURDIN ("The Gardeners of God"), PHILIPVE WAENIER ("The Paith
of a Christian Kevolutucnary"), GIL.EKT CESBRON ("What is called living"), GEOHGE SUFFEWT
(™~ Le cadavre de Dieu bouge encore"), MAURICE CLAVEL ("What I belie ve"). The @eviewer
expresses Loth surprise and interest in their lively and provocative approach to Jewish

his tory and identity, especially those whu are L ftewing Catholics. I. sees it as part of

& general thawing cut in the relaticnships between Jews and Christians.

He cites a ienedictine priest who is quoted in Suffert's book: "Everytime that something
happens over there between the expanses of Sinai and the Sea of Galilee, my sensca bristle.
Inthe three or four thousands past yesrs vital ev.nts have taken rlace there. Apain and
2g ain the world has directed its attention to that tiny region, anl many are waifing for
scme sign thet will anncynce to them that an important chapter in the history of mankind is
being written there in these very days.” L

IND THANSCHIFTION 27.4.79/ub



