UCCI NEWS CLIPPINGS Selections No. 59 T (to 11__.5.'79)
SUBJECT No. 1: CHRISTIANS AND ISRAEL : ' '

= . DATE: 3.4.79 JOUHNAL JERUSALEM PObT (ENGLISH AM, INDEPENDENT) LETTER TO EDITUR -
HEADING: "PEACE TREATY™ BY: JOSEPH C. METTENBRINK, Kearney, Nebraska - <
QUOTE : As a Ghristian Zionist friend of Israel, 1 vish tu rejoice with yuur nation on the""
signing of the peace treaty with Lgypt, Israel and Prime Minister Begin have made many con-
‘cessions for peace snd Pres. Carter has proved himself a great mediator and tlrelees worker
for peace. One Arab country and one nan, -Anwar Sadat, showed the guts and vision to - recog—
nize and moke peace with Israel, regardless of the personal or political risks. Of course,
many great difficulties lie ahead and many months of arducus negotiations.- An autonomous
government for the West Bank and Gaza is a reasovnable offer. A terroriat Palestinian State
(or even the pussibility of one) in Israel's heartlsnd is not. I also agree that Israel
should never give up Jerusalem and that it should be recognized as Imrsel's capital by all
notions. Jorden or any uther nation that tries to sabotage the treaty ur harm any governmént
involved in it should not receive any form of American aid, especially if they refuse to be-
come involved in the negotiating process. END LETTER, ; :

I}ATE: 26.4.79 JOURNAL: "DAVAR" (HEBREW A,M. HIST_ADJEIUT-MBOUR) FEATURE ARTICLE

HEADING: "A PRIEST AS A LOVER OF ISRAEL"  (PHOTO INSET: Father Benjemin Kunesz)

BYLINE : Yalr Feldman E o o
QUOTE _: A priest, a man of the Labour muvement, a lover of life and a ‘lover of Israel--such
s Father Benjamin Nunez of Costa Rjca, one of the most outstanding of Israel's firiends abroad,
whose pro-Zionist addresses as huis country's UN ambassador would not shame even an Israeli
representative. Padre Nunez is a handsome man dressed in sport clothes, loves to eat and
drink--and loves Israecl, who became known to her pecple in the 1950s at a time when he nade
contact with the Labour Movement in Israel. At that time he was one of the leaders of the
Natioral leemtlun Movement together with Jose Figuerss. After serving as Costa Rica ambas—
sador to t he UN in the years 1954-1956, Fr. DNunez vigited Isrnel and was even hla country‘
dubassador here betweenthe years 1972-1968 (1968-1972).

I asked Fr. Nunez whether in his riew the peace treaty wi.th Egypt \.faa liable to lead tc
a change in the attltude of the Christian world towards Israel. More and more people in the
Church, he replies, are adh;—:rlng to my approach in connection with the attitude that G ristians
should take towsrds Israel. However, the political centre of the Catholic-€hristian world,
the ?atlcan, represents a political phenomenon mutivated by political elements.- Tyhere are:
many sectors-in it, and most of them, a s politicians,do not accept my view. Thuse secturs
will not change their appruach to Israel so as net to lose the affection of the Arabsi ' How-
ever, ‘the fact that among the Arabs there are indications-—so we hope—of & 1essem.ng of hog-
'l:J.l:Lty towards ILsrael--at least in a portion of the Arab world--there is reason for hope that
the tension between Isrsel and the Church will also diminish. But this is » __s_loxq prucess,
‘ike every process of deep-rooted changes of cpinions, Also when the Vaticen "exonerated"
¢she Jews of the responsibility for the death of Jesus, there was still a wide gap between
the iasuance of the schema and tle uprocting of 2,000-year-old opinions.

Costa Rlca is a unique phenomencn in Latin America, which has known mvmy upheavala and
military regimes which were changed by means of viclent or quiet revolutions-—while Costa’ .
Richki is an isclated igland of democracy, a country 'which has no amy, which has a developed
system of education, and which has a rare degree of sympathy for Israel. Tyis astonishing
fact is explained, among other things, by the puaslble origin of many of the country's ruling
class whose names at least puint to an apparent k:math with the Jewish people. Pghaps even,
according to oune theory, they are offspring of the Marranos (crypto—Jews during the days
of the Inquisd tion- TR) whe arrived from Spain. Tye President of Costa Ricea is nemed Carso,
the Fu eign Minister is named Calderon, and there are other exsmples which have already served
as a basis for a profound and interesting investigation of the subject.

In Costa Rica, says Padre Nunez, suppurt for Israel is not the property of cne party or
another. He : - “~-+7 attributes this, among other things, to the Cgtholic education which
leads many to an almost intimate familiarity with the names and places of Israel. On the
second day of the Six Days Wer a simple farmer approached Fy. Nunez and said to him: '"Now
we Cathulice are winning." TFor this man there was no distinction to be made between Catho-
lics and Jews. And beyond this, the Costa Rican supports a policy of national renewal inas-
much as Costa Rica also fought for its independence in the previous century.  Today, w th the
party of Fr, Nunez in the oppositicn, the traditiupal support.for Israel has changed because
of economic motives, The Fo& elgn Minister C2ldernn even stated that ILsrael cannot expect an

- automatlc vote of support frcm his country in the UN.

'In order to channel and increase the support for Iarael the Institute for Cysta Rica.-

" Israel friendship has been set up, in wich the leader of the Warkers Party, Jose Figueras,
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and Fr, Benjamin luneg serve, the forl‘ler as Honorary Presldent and the latter as I’resment
The %cﬁml work of the Institute ié dune by Mordecai Schutz, a former member of Kibbutz Carmia,
and mukr recent_years. the co-crdinator of the agricultural aid program of Israel in Costa
Rlca on behalf_ of the Foreign Ministry Department of Intematlonal Co—cperaticn., He gees
the Institute as his "baby" and sees to its regular activities, including the puiblication of
a modest bulletin "Kedima", now in its third year. In the last issue you find remarBs of
Martin Bubt—.-r, comments in memery of Gulda Meir, an item about the Internmational Book Fair in
Jerusalem, snd news of the small local Jewish community. Tpe purpose of the Institute, says
its Pre d t, Fr. Benjemin Nunez, is to increase solidarity with Jews and wi th Israel.

We amsaaguunng anong the country's elite——politicians, intel lectuals--who serve as trans—
mitters and reinforcers of our message which is entirely directed to compensate the Jews for
the wwong that we Christians have perpetrated against them all these years." END ARTICLE

DATE: 30.4.79 JOUWAL: JERUSALEM POST (ENGL AM IND) NEWS ITEM

HuADING: "U.S, CHRISTIANS REMEMBER HOLOCAUST"

QUOTE : WASHINGTQH (JTA),-—-fimerica's official 8 days of Bomembrance of the Victims of the
Holocaust ended yesterday morning at the national cathedral of the Episcopal Clurch with a
ringing appeal to Christians to understend the Holocaust and prevent iIs recurrence. TheRev.
John C. Danforth, a Senator frum Missouri, told an interfaith congregaticn: "The time has

=" m,{,q&pp examination of the Holoucaust in the light of what each of us professes as a believ-

ing person. . Now let us on tiis Sunday cbservence face an uncomfortable fact squarely and
frankly," Dgnforth said, "The murder of six williun Jews was ecomplished by pevple, whu,
while having reverted toc a paganism, had been raised in the Cpristian faith., Tyeir. ideology
was, of ¢ vurse, hopelessly twisted and insane. But it sprang, somehow, from the traditions

of Christianity-—-in a contorted, grotesque shape, wholly inconsistent with the tenets of our
y ﬁeligion. The Holocaust must be considered the darkest single period of human history. Ig

was the blackest epoch of history, born in the darkest regions of the soul," he said., 7+ %

DATE: 4.5.79 JOURMAL: "AL HAMISHMAR" (HEB AM MAPAM) NEWS ARTICLE

HEADING: "PLO MAN ELECTED ANGLICAN BISHOP IN JERUSALEM"

BYLINE : Gabriel Stern, "Al Hamishmar" Correspondent.

II‘J_OTE : The Arab Anglican clergyman Ejia Khouri was elected last week by the Synud of the
Church to serve as Asst-Bishop in Jerusalem. He formerly served in Ramalla, and was arrested
in the wake of greve suspicions that he had transported in his car about nine years ago the
explosives which were planted in the Supersol on Apron Street in Jerusalem, and which caused
the death of twr young customers. As a. result of the intervention of Anglican Cpurch ingti-
tutions he was not put on trial but depurted from Israel with a promise given that he would
not engage in hustile actluty._ Huwcver, not much time passed and he was attached to the
~entral institutions of the PLO. (He is presently serving as the head of his community in
.abbat Ammen.) His ingratitude fur Israel's conciliatury attitute with regard to him was
cne of the min fac‘l:urs' for the placing of ﬁrchbishop Capucci on trial

The election of the Synod, which is composed o%?clergy and laity from Israel, Jordan,
Syria, and Lebanon, requires the approval of the S.nate *in which there are members whu are
Anglican bishops of Jerusalem, Cyprus, Quait, Eeypt and Iran His 1nauguratiun, in wldch
at least three bishc ps must participate, is supposed to¢ take place in Sy. George's Cathedral
in Jerusalem. Onthe one hand, t he situation of the B, jshop in the Islamic¢ Rgpublic of Iyan
13 at ‘Present very delicate for vbvicus ressuns, _especmlly in connection with a visit to
etuselem. On the other hand, the Guvt of Israel will certainly nct view with favour the
arrival of Khouri in Jeruselem, and in any case, it is hard to cunceive that it will permit
.his residence here as the assistant of Faiq Haddad, It is therefore reasonable to assume
that he will remain in Rabat Ammon. ' '

. The office of the Epyglish Deacon of the C,thedral is also vacant, and another senior
English clergyman, Canon Edwerd Avery, is about to retire scon. END ARTICLE

DATE: 11.5.79 JOURNAL: JEHUSALEM POST (ENG AM IND)  FEATURE ARTICLE

HEADING : - "THEOLOGIAN FOK ALL SEASONS"  (CHRISTIAN (OMMENT: OIKOUMENIKOS)

QUOTE : When Prof. Gershom Scholem intriduced Syiss fheologian Hans Kung at the Van Leer
Institute in Jeusalem this week, lhe called huw "one of the most distinguished C,tholic the-
ologians ‘of ur generations."  Indeed, nu other living Christian theologian is as widely read
by Christians and non-(Christians today. Kung, who was br ught to Israel by the Isrrel-Swiss
Friendship Assn,was honcured at a reception given by the Syiss Ambassador,. and ga\re lectures
at bath the Van Leer Institute anu at the Egumenical Institute, Tantur. :

"DOES GOD EXIST?") is the -title of EJ.S ni.st recent buok, published a year ago, and this
provided a backdrop for his address on "Science ‘and the Problem of God" at the Van Leer Inst.
Kung's presentation revealed a “tremendous grasp of history, philosophy and SClenCﬁgn%"d a
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sensitivity to the honest questionings of today's agnostic, "Can & modern, rationally-
thinking, scientifically-trained pcrson belicve in God?" Kung asked. Hisz reply, framed out
of numercus encounters with colleapues from other faculties at the University of Tubingen,
affirmed th: need for critical ratiuvnality, Lut szid ™mo" to an absolute rationalism. He
acknowledged that no single "proof" for God is accépted, even by beli vers, But there is
no cornclusgive argunent for atheism either, The realiby of love, truth, of a yearning fur
Jus tice, of faith, and of hope, must alsc be considered,

"Religion, as Marx put it, can be the opiate of the pecvple, " remarked Kung, "but it need
nct be, Genuine faith can alsc be the source of sceial liberation and enlightenment. Re~
ligion, in Freud's terms, can be a regression, an illusion, but it need not be. -Genuine faith
can b e a gen of maturity...Lle God is in any sense a'brojection”, it may be that the objec-
tive reality exists.” '

When Kupg issued a challenge t6 a "reasunable trust" in God, he admitted that "an appeal
tothe Bible is usually only valid for une who already believes in God." He warned against a
fire-scientific concept of a supreme being in a physical heaven scmewhere, withdrawn from
human affairs. "There is a growing awareness, " asserted Kung, "that serious questions con-
cern reality as a whole." For him, contemporary theology must seek to grapple with that re-
ality, and "the God of phildsophy and science and the God of the Bible need not be mutually
exclugive. " o '

Kung alsc met with the Jerusalem Rainbow Group at the Ecumemical Instdtute, Tantur..
Kung disclaimed amy rule as a specialist in Christian-Jewish relations. Hpwever, he hes had
2 long and keen interest in Israecl and the Jewish peovple. He had an influence on the final
release of the histurie "NOSTRA AETATE, " which concerncd the Cpurch's relationship to Judaier
and the Jews. When Kung ceme to Jerusalem in 1967, theé citywsas still divided, A conversa-
tion with a Swiss Jewess here at that time challenged his thinking regarding the contemporary
significance of Jesus. That ultimately bore fruit in his best-seller "ON BEING A CHRISTIAN™
(Collins 1976), 1In a chapter on "CHRISTIANITY & JUDAISM" Kung notes the tragic sufferings
of the past. To simply "deplore" the Nazi mass murder -f Jewry, as some documents put it, is
toc weak and vague for Kung. The llolocaust, wrote Kung, was "the work of godless, anti-
Christisn criminals. DBut it would not have been prossible without the almest 2,000 years
pre-history of "Christian anti-Judaism,.." | ; C

Kung's interaction with Jewish and Cpristian scholars €rom Jersalem at the Rainbow
Group meeting was of special interest. Veteran Rabbi Shalom Ben-Chron told of previous con-
tacts with Kung in Burope. (Kung had guoted Ben-Chowin in "ON'BE_ING A CHRISTIAN.") The well—
known rabbi asserted anew: "The f aith of Jesus unites us, but faith IN Jesus divices us."
Kung remains a contmoversial figure in Catholi¢ circles....An earlier generation might have
silenced his voice and pen. Many in Jerusalem dre grateful that his voice was hear %his week.

The Conference on Cpristianity in the Holy Land, which has just ended at the Ecumenical
institute at Tantur, revealed o breadth of interest in current research, serious scholership,
and a beautiful musaic of diverse themes. Tye three-day program had unusual balance. Both
Arab Christianity and Hebrew Christianity were dealt with by speeialists, alung with the sen-
sitive areas of Catholic-Orthudox relations ang Protestant-Catholic relations.

The importance of archacology for new inforuation about ancient Judaeo-Cyristianity and
Christianity in the Negev an. northern Sinai was slso highlighted. A theologien dealt with
the message and me aning of the Huly Lsna for Christian@z, while others strugzled with the is-
sues in Christian-Jewish relations in Isrsel today. Ty rough other presentations, insight was
gained into the Christian-IFuslim encounter, Coristian monasticism, current research on the
Crusader periocd, and ths history of t he Tthiopian Church in the Holy Land. Tye addresses were
g iven by scholars from 12 countriss whe spoke primarily in English or French,

The extraordinary attendance of Christiens of many nat cnalities and backgrounds revealed
the side interest in the themes that were dealt with, Arab’ Christians from Beit Jala mingled
with Hebrew Christisns from Haifa, scholars from BEyrope compared notes with local schulars on
themes of common interest; seminarians, Juurnalists, and other writers, priests, p astors and
amateur archaeologists all found something of fenuine interest.

The Conference was for the Church and with #i Church. Many e xpressed hope that the pa—
pers that were rvad would soon bu published, Spueone remarked, "The fare has been so rich
that it hasn't Leen possible to take it all in, Some presentations had to be cut in half be-
causé of the lack of time. I'would like to see what else was written unt hat subject."
Egyptian Scholar Dr. Samir Khalil, §8,J., found himself surrounded by enthusiastic aduirers
ana d iscovered intense interes=t in Arab Cpristianity. Hs noted huw many of. the "oriental
commnities" have a common heritage of Arab culture, including Coptic, Maronite, Melikte,

: MORE
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western Syrian, Hastern Syrian, or even Latin (pristians, A1l of them use Apabic as a
common language of wrship, and share a comuun cultural background.

_The conf erence began and ended each day with prayer. The fact that common prayer aml'..
praise to Gt:-d_ Were expressed by participants from so many different communities affirmed
that their faith in Christ trenscended thelr differences of d cetrine and ethnic backgmund-o

END ARTICLE
SUBJECT TWQ: "THE MISSION™

DATE: 7.5.79  JOUKMAL: "BATSOFE" (HEBREW A M, NATL RELIG PARTY)  FEATURE AKTICLE

HEADING: i MISSIONAKY CONVELSIOW-TO-JUDATSH CAMMA IGH" ("Jlgav"-—INCIDEI‘JT{\LLX)
SUMMAKY & EXCERPTS: Rabbi Alex Schinder, head of the Unicvn of Hefom Synagogues (1it,
t‘batei t'fila". .. houses of worship...and NOT "batei knesset...Synagopgues TR.) in the USA;
is appealing to his flock to attract non-Jews in families of mixed varriages in order o
integrate them in the Jewish community, and alsc to go out on a pnissicnary convergion-to-
Jucaisw campaign amung the willions of non-Jewish hmericans. Until now the fiefurm bridge
between the Jewish coummunity and the nen-Jewish world served as a one-way cuurse, & smootn
transition from the Jewish pecple int. assinilation and apostacy among the people they live.
Now the Reform rabbi is trying the reverse COuUrsc...from the alien world into the Jewish
commurity, liow will this revolution making G.ntile-Cpristians into Jews be accomplished?
(Them follows 2 description of the motivations and techniques of Haboi Schindler's program
hased on an article in DAVAK. SEE PHREVIOUS SELECTIONS No. 58, top p.5, under heading:
MISSIONALY JUDAISM by Mordecai Barkai, which extends thmugh page 7.) The arthc.tie congindn-
The missionary program of Webui Schindler was accepted apparently as a f ailedflﬁég?%ff?_éh -]
contrary to the way of Judaism and is lacking any factual basis. Tpere are few Righlecus
Proselytes among them, btut there are wnnecessary anl damagine proselytes with ulterior mo-
tives among them. Wpat is a cause for concern is that HabbirSchindler, a Zionist, vho is
appa rently concerned about the Jewish demographic forecast, is basically a Reformist with
all the frivolousness cf Reformism which has led to apustacy in every place it has existed.
The campaign for convers ons to Judaism of the R,form 18 likely to be one more step for
expanding apostacy. Ve must be wary of it. END ARTICLE. -

DETE: 7.5.79 JOUMNAL: V"HATSOFE" (Hiw A NEP) NEWS ARTICLE

LUEADING: "KEIEN YALDENI" HELD M PING WITH HATFA MAYORY

PYLINE : A. 7vi Gibeon _
QUOTE : At the home of “he Carmel Djstrict Supervisor, Dr. Bilati, Honarary Chairman of
the "Keenm Yaldema" organization in Haifa, thore was held a meeting of acquaintanceship be-
tween the managers of the "Keren" and the Mayor of Haifa, Mr. Rrye Goral. .Present were the
Deputy Mayor, Mr. Yosef Blustein, three representatives of the religiocus + in the
Municipality, Rabpnis Yaacov Fink and Yaacov Hosenthal, Chairman of the Religious Council,
Mr. Y. Levanon, Hatiocual Director of the Keren Yaldenu from Jerusalem, My. Yaacov Seklin,
volunteer men and women and nthe ¢ public figures. Tye meeting was directed by Mr. Yitzhak
Gatz, Director of the Fren A denu clubs in Haifa, which operate for the benefit of denviv-?
youth. Ip Haifa there are two clubs called mpilevatemu (Our HOpe)....which operate on sev-
eral levels., Volunicer activists and charitable womnen visit the parentsof the youth and
deprived families which have cume into contactd with organizati ons of the Mission in Haifa,
dafing everything pussible to grant aid to these families in order to prevent them from b e-
ing influenced by alien education. Oype of the main airs of "erene Tikvatenu" is %o reduce
as much as possible the sucial .and cultural gaps..-.

The Hen. Cheirmen, Dr. Eilati, the host, jraised the Municipality for budgeting a plot
for an additional clubiouse in M. veh Hayn, and expressed his corf idence that the new Mayor
woulﬂ lend a hand and £n ear to this important enterprise for the good of the youth which
is also for the good of the Mynicipality: My, AL Coral, the MayoT, in his reply said that
the public commitice eanuld be enlarged to include educators who were not necessaril_\:r from
the reli, icus sector. H, expressed his pleasure at hearing of the commendable activilies
of Kuren.‘faldenu being performed in the city of which he had not been avare until coming

to the home of Dr. flasi, anmd proudsed his aid to this enterprise.... END ARTICLE

SURJECT THREE: "J EWISH SHRISTIANITY

A =

DLTE: 10.5.79 JOUHNAL: JERUSALEH rosT (ENGL Al IND) - LETIRER TOE DITOR

HEADLNG: "JEWS ¥or JESUS" Y: CLAUDE DUVERHOY, Pirector, Christian Action F‘or'lsr?(_al,()'lm
@OTE : The Supreme ‘Cours decislon draw.ng the lines belween Judaism anc Chn stla:ni_':“-
{apr 6) prompts aome important reflections: (1) The dogna defining the Tnnlty'(uh‘s;._-‘-

b eing "the true Goc of the true Ged") gues back i 0 the A4th Century. Ttdoes ™"~ uov

refle ot the God of the belief of the Disc.ples and Apustles as enunciated in the Hew

Tedtanent, and 1t would heve deeply shaken Jesus himself. T+ was formulated byMEII';_?‘ologian:
Ik
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and jurists estranged from the Liblical Hebrev: scurces and fully immersed in Greco-Latin
mythology and teminology. (2) I, awazing hamony with the the teachings of biblical and
tezlmadic wisdom, Jesus came as "Servant of the Lord” (Isaiah 53), as atonement for the
world, and will come hack as King-Mesgsiah to establish the divine kingdom upon this earth.
This is why he himself firnly advised his disciples nut tc present him as the Messiah.

(3) The irritating problem of t he "divinity of Christ" is a false prublem, which has poi-
soned the relstiung between Christians and Jews for 16c¢ enturies. (4) When will Jewish
scholars see that Paul-—liabbi Shaul lla~Tarshi-—-never betrayed Judaism, nor did he establish
"Chris tianity." Dopmatic Christianity is, unfortunately, the work of thuse "church fathers®
who had nu Hebrew eulture and were contaminated by former pagan antisemitic contempt.

(5) The secret of Je.-w;sh—Chzistian reconciliation lieg in vur comwon biblieal suurces.

The "Jews for Jesus" people yearn for this pathetically. They should rid themselves of the
slogans of a lellenized Cpristian theolopy. Then perhaps judges of the Israsl Sypreme Couxt
would grant them the privilege of the Law of Return. There is certainly no rvom in the Jew-
ish establishnent for the trinitarian dogma, But there should be a little place for Jews
whu share the beliefs and hopes of so many good Jews whe lived in the tiwnes of this unique
Yesima. END LETTEK.

DATE: 4.5.79 JOUidAL: "YEDIOT AKLLONOT" (1IES PM IND)  LITHIALY LEVIEW

HEADING: "THE HEDnEW DOOK AS A SURTISE"

BYLIRE : Moshe Singer

SUMMAKY:  This is a hipghly critical article of the lebrew publishing industry vis-A-vis
translations, gremmatical styles, innovations, typographicsl errors and linguistie in—
novations, with a number of bouks given as illustrations of the "surprises" in store

« for the Hebrew reader. ARmong the Looks nuted is Professor David Flusser's "JUDAISM AND

TIE S0ULCES OF CHRISTIANITY", which is ranked of "high quantity and quality, but strewn
with defects and errors of various kinds..." (typos, odd spellings, odd abbreviations, ete.)

END TRANSCRIPTION 20.5.79/ub

IMEORTANT NOTE: NOTE: NOTE} NOTE:

THE EXECUTIVE OF THE UNITED CHAISTIAN COUNCIL IN ISWAEL (UCCI) HAVE
DECLOED THAT, IUE TO Tik INFLATIONARY SPIRAL, THEKE W LL BE A MODEST
CONTRIBUTION REQUESTED OF WEALERS OF TuIS CLIPPINGS SEWVICE IN TIE
AMOUNT OF THIKTY-FIVE (IL 35.-) ISuhBLI LIKOT (OR U.S.$4.50 ABEROAD)
PER YEAR. YOUR PIOMPT HESPONSE WILL BE APPRECIATED.
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