UCCI MEWS CLIPPINGS - EIECTIONS No, 76 (T0: 16.3.80)

SUBECT NUGER O : ANTICHKISTIAN EALOTRY (S5 ALSO SIECT. 73-75)

- PATE: 3,2.80 JOURNAR: “ISRABL NACHRICHIEN" TELAVIV (GERMAN LANGUAGE ) NEWS ART.
HEADING: "STRONGRPROTE CTION FOR CHRISTIAN § I.TE S , IN JERUSAIEM®

SUMMARY: The article is & four-paragraph report on the joint declaration of
UCCT, CHRISTIAN INFO. CTR and DORMITION ABHEY relative to attacks on Cpris-

tian institutions, and a oriticism of the "esclusivist! view of certain elements
vig-d-vis the Holy City, and an expression of the christlan commnity s right-
ful link with Jerusalem alongside the other monotheistic religiond, BND

DATE: 8.2,80 JOURNAL:"JEWISH CHRONICIE " (LONDON) MN:WS ARTICIE

HEADING: "BEGIN R EASSURES QHURCHJ.EAE}RS"

BYLINE : OQur Correspondent in Jertisalem _ . L
EXCERPTS: Mr. Menachem Bowin has issued a statement seeking to reassure church
leaders in Jerusalem that the authorities will not tolerats acts of vandalism
against church property. ‘He emphasized that the authorities "will de their ut-
most to prevent recurrence of such intolerable criminal acts." Tpe statement
was delivered on Monday to tle heads of 2 Christian denominations by a senior
P.My official, It declared that under Israeli law "al) £aitha enjoy complete
freedom of worship, protection of their properties and freedom of access to their
shrings. The Govt of Israel upholds these principles in the fullest measure,
Just as it hasalweys done in the past in the spirit of respect for all the
faiths represented in Jerusalen. We take pride that since reunifieation of our
capital city, Jerusalem has enjoyed the hamony of coexistence and mutual tol-
erance." The Cpristian leaders expressed satisfaction at the PM's assurances,
but earlier, following a series of acts of vandalism sgainst church property,
end what they regarded as the authorities' lukewarm response some Church .lead-
ers had issued a critical remorandum. (There follows a background report on
the memorandum by UCCI, Christian Inpfo.. Centre, Dormition Abbey, as repa ted
Selections No. 73, beginning page 1, dated 1,2,80 etc.).,.

Jerusalem City leaders were Pleased withthe PM's statement, but regrétted
that it had been issued as the outcome of Church protests and not.sooney,:
However, they expressed the hope that the PM's sefement would ease tension and
restare the framework of interfaith relations in th: city. END ARTICIEEX@ERFTS

DA 15,2.80 JOURNAL:- “JEWISH CHRONICIE " (LOLDON) NEWS ARDICIE
FEADING: "ARSON ATTBMMP AT (HRISTIAN SHUP® . B -
BYLINE : Qur 'Domsponden't' in Jerusalen : B g T
EXGRPTS: Tntruders who broke a window of a Jerusslem Bhop selling Bibles
and Christisn literature and then attempted to set fire to it apparently fled
when they saw a police patrol approaching, and little damage was caus¢d. Later,
a telephone celler saying he represented Rabbi Meir Kehane's Kach group' claimed
responsibility for the attack. He said he wuld nat be deterred byt he appeals
of Mr. Menachem Begin; the Isracli PM, and Mr. Teddy Kollek, Jerusalens Mayor,
leaflets bearing the imprint of the socalled "Yad Ieachim" Orthodex group were
distributed in som parts of t he city this weck urging a war on missionajies,
However, group members denied involvement in recent attacks on Chirch prope rty
and Christian bookshops., (The second column of the news article sumiarizes
and quotes from Dr. R. L. Lindsey’s letter t the JERUSAIEM POST, f or which

see SEIECTIONS No, 73, page 11, centre, dated 12,2,80.) R

DATE: 22,2,60 JOURNAL: "ISRASL NACHKICHEN® (TELAVIV) GE RMAN LANGUAGE EATURE
HRADING: "VANDALISM IN JERUSAIEM® . : e
BYLIE : Schalom Ben-Cherin

SUMMARY: ‘Pre article deals with recent anti-christian zealotry in. Jerusalam
which has stirred sharp reaction in the ,Christisn world apd in Jezusalem,

It sumiarizes the recent incidents and the reaction of the Christian. compunity,
2s well as the reactiuns of Mayor Kollek, Dp. R.L. Lindsey, various interfaith
and religious organizations (UCCI, IIC, (Isreel Interfaith Comuittee) The Ecu-
uenical Theological Research Fraternity in Israel, the J ewish Couneil in Is-
rael on Interreligious Consultations) and gives ‘som background material about
these organizations, ("The UCCI is a working fellowship of Christian Churches in
-Israel looking after the interests of the Christian minority.") A discussion
follows of the work of the Bible shops in Isreel, of the Dormition Abbey, the
Baptist Church (including a few comsents about the "Hebraic" character of its
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Sabbath worshlp} There ‘are comménts about the danage urrought by the extrem-
ists; a reference to the Pripe Mlmster s letter %o the Cpristian, community;

9 the hamm umught; by the antlm:l.ssmn law of 1978, -and a call to recognize the -

sacredness of Jerusalen to the three monotheistic religions. "The throwing
of a stone in Jerusalem at & church, a chapel, a Christiad Bible centre, is .

- ~ like the throwang of-a stone mto the water with its evpr w:l.dening ripples. -,

The worJ.d, ‘and ‘especially the Chrlstnan world, always has an €ye on Jemaalem

'i'};a wnter solinds a. warning at,alnst alienating Israel's genuine friends in
the Christian world, especially “the Bibie -believing Chnstlans,“ and calls
for galvanizing public opinion on this issue, He asks where are. the politi-
cians, Rabbis, Ministers of Beligmn and Culture and Bducation, a nd concludeal
that the re must be.an equlvalent respunse to antlchnstlan prejudice as Jews

 demand of Christians in respunse. to antl—-Jewi‘ah _-prejudice, (END suﬁmnx)

DATE: 28.2.80 JOURNAL: "ISRABL mcu}ammw* (EIELA‘IIV) EAUE aufrmm o

HEADING; 1ET THE VOI® OF \EkﬁIbAlEM E IE}‘J{D LOUD AND CLEAR"

BYLINE 3. VIATOR
S[IPR.EBI o "Jewish Jerusaleq.. the Ca.{:g nf Dﬂvld and Solomon, has been dis~

" turbed by Towdie s ‘and 1rrespons.1b1£> t:lerlcal elements and brought to a bad

gituation without the impact of - public, gopinion being felt., Can Mayor Teddy
Kallek fight the battle alone for the cleardng of the capital city?" the

writer asks, Wyere ere the ‘voices of the liberal and intellectual community?

"He mmnds his readers of the appe al before the UN in October by Pope Jyhn

L Panl j;; ("o Ieactmnary Pope") for international guarantees for the three

2R mbmthe:.atlc I‘(Jllylons. Notwithstanding this, an mt:L-mssz.on camPalgm BO—
S Called has been undertaken guainst Chrlstla.n gites, as reported in the
.--Jwestem ‘press, aleng wi‘l‘.h the joint response of the various Christian streans

’Jerusalem. Tye ‘Myn, of ﬁellg. Affairs have locked after the Christian
»comtmuuty through their spe c:.al Christian Affairs department in a praise-
worthy manrer as has. the Jemsaleru Mayor, but:tie Knesset and the Police

_ Minigter, Joseph Burg, are equally responsible to prutect effectively the

'State of Isreel. END SUMIARY i 4
oA : 13.3,80 JOURNAL: "JEKUSAIE M PL;ST" (EN{;LISH u;m mmmymm) mws BR]I:.F

tﬁmsti:an sites, and publie- opinion must be heard loud: and clear before
the. scpndal ‘goes any further in the. taJ.lure 1:0 pm tect Chrlstlans in the,”

o

HEADING: "JEKUSAIEM RABBIS RAP c,hURcH m#mmmn

BYLIM : J.P. Repuorter = e Sl '

AUOTE . The: chie £ rabbis of Jc,:msalen yesterday condemned the mcent de-

fac.mg of Christian mstltutlons in the c:.t,\,c, a8 nepating the s pirit of Juda-

igm.: "It i difficult for us ’co belzeve that Jews could be mvolved," declared

Rabbis Bezalel 201lti and Shalom Mashash in a joint statement "for it is known

that such igcts are forbidden and may even daumage the Jewish nation here and

abroad. . It isiour task in this tine to keep the" ‘I‘ora in matters between man

and hls envlmnmnt and” betmen nan and hls fellow man." the statement said,
END MEWS BRIEF)

DATE : 13.3 80~ JOURNAL: NDAVAR™ (IEB}EW gAY LaBoUR) NEWS ARTICIE

I‘EADlN(s- MJERUSAIE M RABBIS [ENOUN(H A'I'T.RCK{) ON CHRIBTIAN SI 'IES"

LR _'._ i

BYLINE . ~ "DAVAR" Correspondent in Jerusalem ¢
QUO'E : The Chief Rabuis of Jerusalem, Rabbi Bezalel Eblt:t. and Babbx\ Shalom
Mashash, yesterday issued a Joint declaration-in which they denaunced te . °

hoodlum attacks recently against Chnstlan Teligivus sites in Jerusalem. ‘In
their statement it is asserted: "It is dJ.ff:Lqu.t for us to be Heve that Jews
are involved in the attacks onh the religious .gites of other mligmne in Jeru-
salem, dnssmich as it is lmown that such acts. are.absolutely faﬂndden and

are also l:a.able tp de- harm to the peuple of Isvael ° din the. 1311(1 and in

the m.aapom. Let us not.provide an oppartunity o those who would slander
and” hate us.__ Tt is furthsr’ ‘asserted.dn the “declaration: "It is cur clut&

in this:perig ‘to mult} '-_¥'t£ulf1lment .Qf: the comnandments and gvood wurke, ok e
and to 1 "in the keeping of the Tora relative to tha mt-,
ters concémm@ Ielatn.uns between man and . God and man’ a:nd hJ.s fellows.®

The J&V.FLR Cazmeswndent nu‘tes that several weeks ago.a delegatlon of the '
roof organizatiom of ‘the National Council of Churches in the USA visited Israel.
The delegates met'with' Jerusalen pIaJor Toddy Kollek, a nd among other things,

(MORE )
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protested the attacks upon the holy places of Christendon in Jerusalem, They
asked why the Rabbig of Jerusalew had not denounced such acts: It apoears that
the declarstion of the Chief Rabbis of Jerusalen has coue in the wake of these
- Questions. END IEWS ARTICIE

DATE: 13,3.80 JOURNAL: "AL HAMISHMAR" (HEB AM MAPAM) MiWS BRE P

HE ADING: "'CH]EF RABBIS IENOUNE ATTACKS UPON HOLY PLAEgG®

WOE : The Chuef Rabbis of Jerusalem Yesterday denounced the attack on the
Teligious sites of other faiths. "It is harg for us to believe that Jews are
invelved in this, inasmuch gs it is known that such deeds are absolutely for-
bidden and are liable to cause ham to the Peuple of Israel in the Land and

in the Djaspora, Let us not pruvide an opportunity to thoge who would slander
and hate us," ‘the Jerusalen rabbis write. END NE WSBRI: R .

DATE: 13,3.80 JOURNAL: "HATSORER® (HEB AM NaTL RLIG, PARTY--NRP) MEWS BRIEF
HEADING: , "CHEF RABSIS OF JERUSAIEN IENOUNGE ATTACK -0 ELIGIOUS SIS oF

-+ - OTHER RELIGILONS" . : '
QUE : In the wake of the rews of attacks on the religious gites of other !
faiths in Jerusalen by unknown berséns, the Chief Rabbis of Jerusalem have dee
nounced the attacks., "It 1s » hard for us to 'believe....(as abova)“. (‘I‘hem"
is also the qQuotation relative to "our duty in this Periad...ete, as ah_ova.)
END

o

DA : 14.3,80 JOURNAL: "L, HAMTSHMAR" (HEB AM MaPAM) 1gus ARTICIE _
BEADING: “CaUGHT YOUTH WwHO TR]ZFD TO &£T FiE 10 CHRISTIAN SHOP FOR SCRIPTUKE S :

' TH FRANCISCAN ORIER PRAIGES ACTION AGAINST HOODLUMS"
BYLINE : Gavriel Stern, "AL HAMISHMAR" Correspondent
QUIE  : The Director of the Dept for the Christian Communities in the Ministry
of* Religious Affairs, Daniel Rossing, Tecently caught "redhanded" a young man
trying to set fire to the Cyristian Sceripture - shop "The Torch" on Rueen Shlog-
Zon Street, He was slightly injured in a strugple with hir, but held on to
him un¥il the police arrived to arrest hin, The organ of the Cpristian Infor—

christian hoq«illimiém by a small minority, The publication notes with satisfac-
tion that the Jerusalem police have appointed a special officer to handle the
natter, ' : : -
Three important Christian clergymen, Roy Kreider (on behalf of the Prot,
UCCI), the Franciscsn Fr. Tenazio Mancini, the director of the Christian Infa,
Centre (Catholic) and the Beredictine ¥r, Birmil Pixner of the Dormition Abbey
on Mt, Zion, who at one ti'Lme published a sharply-worded declaration against the

attacks upon the murches,l?g?:tolleﬂd the furceful demunciation of these eriming) -

acts, which PM Menahem Begin delivered to the Christian leaders through the
Direetor of the Dept for Ecclesiastical Affairs in the Foreign ¥inistry, Mr.
David Efrati, (END ARTICIE)

SUBTECT NUMBER TWO:  ™IE MISSTON®

OAE:  16.3,80 JOURNAL: "Manmryn (HB ¥M IND) IEws ARTICIE |
HEADING 3 "COMPLAINTS ABOU'T DIS'I'RIBUTIOLN UF MISSTONARY MARRIAL ATMED AT REBBIS™
BYLDE :. i Singer _ ' L :
QIO'IE ! Missiunary material ained especially at rebbis and containing details
of rabbis who have cunverted to Christianity, hag been recently distributed in _
Israel, This is claimed by the ultra-orthodox Orgenization "Yad L'Akhip" whigh js
waging a strugele against the Mission, kccording to the ™ag L'Akhim" a_ctivist,
the material was sent from Canada by Anna M.H. Vross who is "an ageressive mige
sionary of the Messianic sect, " Among the missionary publications the re is algo
a tract especially fur physicians about physicians who converted t.o Christianity,
The missionary publications are in Yidiish, English ang Hebrew, ‘Babbis have
tursed to the "Yag L'Achin" organization in Jerusalem after meny packages were
left in postal branches with therequest that it be Published openly that the
Baterial be destroyed. There have also been appeals from various postal Workers
in Jerusalsm. because their branches are filled with this material, END
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DAE: 16,%.80 JOURNAL: "YEDIOT AKHKONOI" (BB PM IND) PHOTO STORY

EADING: "MISSIONARY LITERATUKE WILL BE BURNT ATTHE STAKE"

CAFTION: Within the framework of "the burning of the leaven" which will take
place on the eve of the Passuver, the activists of the Torah Camp, ™ad L'Akhin"
will W rn missionary material "on the stake". Tpe actixists have appealed %o
citigens who have missionarymeterial to send it to them in order to magnify
the bonfire. In the photo: Missionary material to be burnt soon. (SUIE OF

THE MATERIAL FROM JACKET TITIES: "THE EW TESTAMENT" (In Hsbrew), "GOOD IEWS™
(in English), "TIE MW TESTAENT" (In Yiddish), "Pwo Persuns from Bden" by
Morris Cerullo (In Habrew). END

SUBJECT NUMBER THIEE: THE S5 CTARIANG

DAGE : 10.2.80 JOUENAL: ISRABL NACHRICHTEN (TELAVIV) GEKMAN LANGUAE INEWS
HEADING: '"EMMA HERER...IN ZICHRON JMJ(UV"
SUMFARY: This is an elght-paragraph article briefly detailing the hackgmund
to the recently reported preparetions of kglslatlon which would bar land and.
pyope ¥4y purchases by forelgrners, the propused legislation being primarily aimed
atthe Brma Berger sect in Zicron Yaacov which has made massive purchases in
that area. There is also a brief description of the sect. ($E SIBCTIUNS
No. T4, SUBECT No. 3, page 13, 'EMMA HERER ECI")

DATE: 14.%.80 JOURAL: "JEHUSAIEM rOSE" (ENGL AM IND) FRATURE AKIICIE ("CONTEXT")
HEADDG: "THE POST'S YAACOV FRIEDIER VISITS THE BETHEL COMPIEX RUN BY GE HMAN '
FUNDAMENTALISTS IN ZICHRON YAACOV: INSIE TH ‘S CRT' S TTIEMERT"
EXCERPTS: The 100th group of "Beth-E1" pilgrims, svme 70 adherents of a Ge rRAN
fundamentalist sect, founded by Sister Emma. Berger, has arrived for a month-long
stay in the extensive Beth-El complex in Zichrun Ya'acov, At the sams{'ﬁﬁssta.kag
and the word "Nazis" have once again been daubed on the houses of Beth B1 in
the neighbouring village of Binyamina. And the Knesset Member from nearby ntlit,
Pesah Grupper, is uorklng for leylslation 1:):1:(11&1.11{r the sale of lends and property
to the sect in particular and "foreign buyers" generally. His efforcba are backed
by some Jewish religiocus’ circles fearf‘ul of missiunaries, and by some people with
emotional objections to Germans settling in Isreel. Hostile artlcles have ap-
peared in the press, As the controversy over the allet’Pdly secretive activities
of the sect is growing, their spiritual leader, Emma Berger, agreed to be inter-
viewed by THE JiRUSAIEM PUST, and this repurter was given free access to the
"seeret" factories Beth E1 mecently opened in Zichron Yaacov, and to their ex-
panding complex of humes, guest houses, a school, a farm, citrus groves, vmeyards
and fruit orchards, Their multinillion puun(l enterprise is virtually self—sufflclent
and has alsd started exporting citrus fruit. The members refused only to be photoed,
Work is done without salary at the s potlessly clean complex by adherents of ﬁ:le
sect, who came here frum Geruany, Hplland, Sweden, Switzerland and Canada in
groups of 60 to 70 each. They put in an 8-hour day (o7 more) pay their own
fares here, and pay for board and ludging, and accept a tithe on their salaries
from home, Erna Berger disclused. All profits are ploughed back into expana:t.on
of the enterpriee.

Buma Berger, wearing a crisply starthed unifom of her nursing profession,
and her older sister BElsa, in a white coat, received e -in be central Beth El
guest house, simply furmaished and immaculately kept, 01d Tostcament verses in.
German hang in frames on the wall.,,.Coffee, which the sisters do not drink, and
honemade cakes were served imsediately by a pretty young girl in white apron., Tpe
two sisters, both spinsters in their 60s, but louking yuunger, decried the hosti-
lity of .the lueal press and of "a few" Israelis, They stressed they were notivated
only by thelr love for Isrsel, had come here following the Word of God and were
awaiting the arrival of the Messiah, "which is imminent because Isrsel's hour is
coming, " Contrary tc "malicious wumours" that Elima Berger has become 8 mil-
lisnaress, she says that the sect's enterprise here has been turned into & "kib~-
butz" and officially registered asthe Beth Bl Society in Israel. All the property
that had been registered in Emna's nape had been transferred to 1%, though enly
the two sisters can sign cheques in its name. Should the Beth E1 Society dissolve,
its founding articles provide that all property will go to the Stete of Isrsel, -
"and no personal claims from any of us will be possible," the twc sisters said.

(KoXe )
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(Thexe foullows a description of the fo}lmiing of the secct by Sister Enma in _
Wurttemberg 17 years ago when she was an unsalaried "sister of mercy" nurse)
apparently in a Pptestant order and sustained an allegedly léthal dose of

M & ~ L DCes = o 2 n ir i ;
radiation froum uhlc};‘ she “was "prralf_;g_e_;;i with a miraculous cure, " and as a
Tesult she began to study more devotedly the Bible, which convinged her

of the need to a new approach o Is_réel‘,)_-'..:.,_

"Our studigs of the Prophets tausht us vhat God's huur for Israel is at
hand. -We . feel we are all the secd of Abraham and an invisible hand has guided
us to-dsrael," Bmna said.. They decided to come here to await the coming of the
Messiah.. Through Youth Aliya, which they had supported, they were directed to
Zicron Yaacov, where they bought the abandoned Dora.Schwarz pension:.,Since
then they have bought other buildings and fam lands...and created a thriving
commnity of the faithful, whose merbers include  housewives and highly skilled
Meister workers and engineers. ‘A row of spotlessly ¢lean buildings which house
Several factories are the latest addition to the complex. The frames of the
buildings came from an Isracli contractor, but everything dse was built by wem-
bers of the commnity. Inside, men and a few women produce noodles, aluminium
windows and shutters and irun frames for the ‘Vineyards, and run a carpentry
workshop and one producing tuols and dies needed by t he commnity plus a camnery,
dry cleaning shop and bakery. A‘-wellhequipped_.gaIae;ev-main‘tains the comunity's
two trucks, two buses and fleet of ?'é_a.'r_'ls';' THe *women also upholster furniture.
The farm operation includes a do ven milk_'caws and a chicken run...Smoking is
probibited at Beth E1 "because we object ¥ any addiction, ™ but an gccasional
drink is permitted, In a new factury building £01ng up, "we intend tu mami-
facture for export," Sister Emna said, to earn even more foreign currency for
Israel, in audition to tithes, donations and t.ourism incores. ..

The pilegrims who come to pray and work at Beth E1 are like kibbutzniks in-
that they receive no salaries and hold weekly Friday night general meetings,
but decisions: are not made by vote. "Our decisions are arrived at by consensus
guided by the #_ord of God." When cunsensus evades them, they postpone a decision
an_t__‘._pray'k'fui-i"guidwce Joitpe two sisters stressed that they engage in no -'!mission—
ary activities, neither hewe nor abroad, and in fact spread nu written propaganda,
211 their édhemnts', "not members," are attracted by word of mouth. Formerly
., Members of many Christian denominatiuns, they are people ™who are nut.satisfied

- with their church and want to join us in laving according to the Bible," Trese

adherents ocome to Beth E1 for monthlong stays to work, study the Bille, pray

and tour Israel, and return to epread the Word....They vigorously denied that

. they hau been sov succeassful in buying up property here because they offered
to pay fer above market prices. "n fact, we have never asked to buy anything,
In every case the sellers came to us because they needed nmoney, and we were able
to pay cash. We never paid above the going rate. Indeed, in one case the tax
authorities checked up on one of our purchases, because they did not believe we
‘had' bought it so cheaply, " Elsa said. "

Tey also rejected ‘the ‘charge that Hey were out "o take.over ‘Zichron, " They
wished only to live in Isracl and. wait fur the Messizh, nut o .conquer anything, ..
W, Al %7 They noted that when the Yom Kippur War broke
out, piigrins due to leave refused and stayed on for eight weeks to help Israel...
"The Beth Bl compoun - meps to itself, doing"so, the sisters explained, in urder
- torgvoid any gﬁguaatiuns of missionary adtivities. Their prayer hall (they have
16 church) has neither a cross nor any iconor picture, in keeping with the in-
‘junction against "graven images." The sisters feel thy are being "paxsecuted""
by hostile "and quit ~ false" press reports. Harassment from certain groups has
iociuded the daubing f/Swastika on the walls of a Dytch ceuple who sayed 67 Jews
 at the risk of their own lives during the war," a, " .tati'on against them, & nd by
occasional deliberate’ damage to t heir wate= pipes, car, tyres and property.
They also felt that the Intorior Ministry's persistent mfusal to grant at least
the tt wo sisters Isrsel citizenship "njust" forcing them to leave the country
every tiue their visg expires and come back again., "If we had brought so many
tourists and foreign currency iito any other country, we would have been honoured,
not persecuted, " Self-contained ang self-sufficient, t he fundamentalist "icibbut z-
niks" of Beth EL have long becn an enigna, ., Behind their fences they "love Israel,"
they say, and pray for the rederption of Jerusalep and Zlon and await the Messiah,
L’ © (BND ARIICIE) |
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DATE: 11.3.80 JOURNAL: "ISiAgL NAMGERICHEN" (L AVIV) GERMAN IEWS BRIEF

HEADING: “JEWISH CHRISTTAN KIBGULZ IESIRES H:COGNITION "
QOE : IR OVOF, a "Jewish Christian settlement" near Hatzeva in the Arava,
has petitioned the High Court for a ruling granting recognition to the name of
their settlement. Originally, Ir Ovot was a "moshav shitufi” (a corrmnal moshav
settlement, just short of being a kibbutz colle otive TRANS), which was founded
by Simeha Perlmutier of the USA. He lives with two wives and his family in
Ir Ovot and is t he founder of a sect and the author of a book, “THE TENTS OF
SHEM" which is.due to appear soon in the USA, Mg Isreeli Interior Ministry
has _rgg'sed to recognize the settlement after the 15 fanilies on the land have
$XAX . npgbbi" Jesus 6s the last and the greetest of the Prophets. I
ig also reported that the rembers of IT Ovot are also engaged in handicraft
and transportation. The settlement is also a member of the Igriculturel Assn,
and it was founded in 1966, END MEWS

SUBJE CT NUMHER THIEE : CHRISTIANS IN THE NS WS

A: IELATIWE TO JEWS AND ISR/AEL (THCLUDING A FRW ODDITIES)

DATE: 22.2.80 JOURNAL: JBIUSAIEM POST (ENGL &M IND) I&WS BRIEF

EX@ERPT: luncheon last Sat. in honour of RICHAKD 8, FIBIEXR, chairman of the
internationalproj, ects committee of the Museum of Modern ATt in NYC, a notable
coliector, He.came o Israel...for the opening of the Arerican Art exhibit at
Telaviv Museum, of which he 1S a governor. The Cpicago-born investment consult-
ant...having been an Episcopalian priest in his early years, returned to: Judaism
during a visgit to this country in 1947, delivering his last sermon from the pul-
pit of St. George's Cathedral in Jerusalem, to an audience of four, two of whom
were smed British soldiers... it was the Yishuv's strugsle fur survivel thet
brought him bsck to his origins. .. B&D EXCERPT.

DATE: 29.2,80 JOURMNAL: JEHUSEIEN POSL BOUK REVIEW _

BEADING: "DIXIELAND'S JEWS" WURN T0 TIE SCUTH: ESSAYS ON. SOUTHE KN JEWKL®
FEVEWER: DAVID GE FEEN EDIIED BY NATHAN M. KaGANOFF & M.I, UBOFSKY -
EX(EBP'l‘b T he Alerican South has always been shunned by the vast pajority of -
U.S. Jews...which accounts for only 1 percent of the total population of the
Southern states (outside the southern tip of Florida)...Iteresyingly, the
Southern Jew outside the Mizmi Beach srea repmains sore thing of an alien becsuse
of the persistence of latent entisemitism, which is pussibly kept alave byt he
teachings of certain fundarentalist Christian denominations. This has “caused
Dixie Jews to remain in tight comunities.. EXERPTS END

DAE: 12.3.80 JOURNAL: "JERUSAIEM POST" NEWS ARTICIE

HEADING: sASTRONAUT PLEDGES TO WORK FOR ISRMEL"

BYLDE : JRRUSAIEM PUST FHEPORIER

QUO'E : Betired U.5, astrnaut Charles Duke, who syent more than 71 hours on ‘the
moon during the Apollo 16 mission in April 1972,believes that the return of
..Jews to Israel 1is God's command, and yesterday pledged to work for Israel. He
was spesking to a press conference in Jerusalem's Diplumat Hotel, Dike, =2 veteran
fightee pilot in the US air Force, and a major-gereral in the Reserves, Jjoined
NASA in 1966 and served un the control team of the historic Apollo 11 mission,
the first to complete a menned lunar landing, Duke is on a two —week viait
accompanied by his wife and son, Two years ago he became a born-again Christian,
and now believes it is his fate to spread the gospel, At the news conference, '
Duke. admitted that he was once pre judiced against Jews. Duke is guest speaker
at the Weekly Rotary Club meeting at the West Jerusalem YMCA at 1 pn today. END

DATE: 12,3%,80 JOURNAL: "YBDIOT AKHRONOD" (IEB PM IND) NEWS ARTICIE

1E ADING: ngpAE PILOT "A PENITENT' CUES TO VISIT TIE HOLY LARDY

SUBHEAD: u] LOVE YOU ALL, " SAYS ASTRONAUT CHAS DUKE WHO SENT THHREF, DAYS ON MOON"
BLDE ; Rivi Tavori, vyR DIOT AKHRONOIL" CORME SPONIENT

APCTE In 1972 (%a.rlesﬂﬂlﬁa_ spent three conseoutive days on the moon, "It

,was fun," he says, tpeal fun." But the true peak of his life, he clains, was
_only reached after "he became & peritent” and discovered rel igion, Ag a part of

* this discovery, he is now on & visit in Isreel, '"Believe ne," the fair-haired

" pmerican said in his heavy couthorn asccent, "that I love you all, Once I didn’ %
1like Jews, and was even antiseritic, Today I feel a atrong love for you. God
has comuissioned me to relp you," he said with emotion. (MOEE)
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The journalists who came to the meeting at the Hytel Diplomat had expected
sute thing quite different. They had core to meet General Chas, buke, one of the
12 chosen ones of the century who had been privileged to walk upon the moon, a
distinguished fighter pilot, an engineer with a second degree in seronautics,
and a former. astronaut. In April 1972 Charlez Duke reached the moon in the
spaceship Apulle 16. Together with J,hn Yaung he was the first to walk about
and to explore the lunar highlands. The mission iself lasted 11 days, and the
two spent three cunsgecutive days on the surface of the noon,

"hig was a fantastic experience, " Duke relates, "an experience I would
be ready to repeat. But it was a technological experience only. When I returned
to t he earth,” he says," I felt an emptiness. Wpere to now?" I asked uyself,
[.decided that what I needed was luts of money. I began to work as a beer
distributor. I wade a pile of muney for two years, but I was miserable. My °
wife even. thought of suicide." e e ' ‘

It hppears that today Iike's situation has improveds "We found Jesus, and
we are happy. A1l our lives are devoted to Josus, " Charles Duke nuw belongs
to a sect which belicves especially in t he New Testawent and in the Land of -
Isracl. "I came with my family and friends %o visit the Holy Land and we have .
fallen in love’with the place ani the people. " )

This evening the astronaut who found God invites his brethren of the ‘chil-
dren of Israel to the Hotel Diplomat wheTe he ton w will sereen &
film which will tell .all,.and share all the exXperiences he- ha¢ on'the moon;
with great patience and “or a good while, Thus, according to him, God has -
commended. END .  (PHOTO INSE'T: CHAMIES DUKE 4 FE NTIENT') ek i

DATE: 12.3.80° JOURNAL: JuiUSALEM FOST (ENGL AM IND) IEWS BRIE F

HEADING: "DULZIN DROFS PLANS J0R FAPAL AUDIEHCE © :

BYLINE : JP REPORTER "
QUOTE  : Jewish fpency Exccutive dhairman Arye Dulzin does hut intend toob-

tain ai audiﬁ.n_dé with Pope John Faul II, according to the agency spokesman's .,
office.” A meetini had been scheduled for last week, but Dulzin did not fly

to Rowe at the last mumant becruse, according to spokesman Zvi Eyal, he was
suffering from influenza. Contrawr to reporss that Dulzin would try again,

the spokesman said . that the. idea had been dropped.” END e BRI

DATE : 16.3.80 JOURNAL: "AL HAMTSFMAL™ (HEB AM MAPAM) TRAMUNE ARPICIE
HIADING: "STRANGE IGNORANGE"  ~  BYLTME . @abriel Siemn

QUUIE : Catholic clergymen whon I ret at the very pleasant reception held

by the Interfaith Commmibtiee in honour of the National Couneil of Churches

in the USA at the Pontifiea Riblical Institute derided the provineial ignor-
ance revealed by a segient of the Isreeli press about the planned visit of
Jewish Agéncy Chaiman Apye Dylzin Wit}hg%@. John Paul II., "Do' they not know
att he Jéwish Afency that 'a privatea%mmyf ' in 'a side room'- (usually__'_’tl'le
Library). is the most esteemed and inSiuate kind of meeting with the Pape?"
they exclaied in astonishment. Tpere is of course an official visit according
to all the ancient and rigid protocol, which is usually reserved for hgads
of state, ambassadors and the like. The lowes: rank is the gemraf%’ %

About a decade ago I had the privilepe of being in a lergg(‘- Tlul%'which'

thuusaﬁ{is'_pf_.:pe(_,jple had entered. On a surewvha* higher rank is thea%e%,
lr%ltﬂglchﬂ'l&, nares of persons u;‘_de.'l@ga.tigps' are_nentior:_led in ';Sllcl__l:an G
© - in the papel address. For more privileged guests,at the coaclusion of the
general . audience they may espproach the pope for "the kissing ~f the hand®

(that"';i.s the official *erm), and then the pope exchanges a few words with them.

The presidents of the World Zipnist Organization, Herzl and Sokelow, in
their timew ere received by the popes. Tre first Foreign Minuster o Isreel,
Moshe Sharett, was privilered at the beginning of the State's histors t6 have -
an audience with Fope Pius XII, but the Vatican newspaper nuted this fact withe

wut indicating his office. = While the vigitsof Prime Minister Golda ¥eir ang

. Foreign Ministers Abba Lban and Moshe Dayan were afforded a respectably coveraie

although the famos:p'h_e re. relating Yo Golda Mair wes sonewhgl troubled berause
of a p'__r-ema_tmwe leaking! ﬁgﬁth_g m%ws, an unsympathetic respongg b rthe Tatican
spokesnan, and, an wnfurtung ) Ae1 riew by Golla Meiar herself, /MINister ¢ o=

Tourism NMoshe Kol also obtained an sudience in: connection wi-th-:-'pie.ﬁm&.

r
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The visit of Jerusalen Meyor Teddy Kollek was not helpful because of premature
publication (I willconfess by the writer of these lines).-,

The incumbent pope has onvarious occasions demonstrated deep sympathy for the
' Jewish people, especially at his moving addiess in Auschwatz, and he has also
“received affectionately a toplevel delegation of Jewish organizations. The
Vatican also denounced the UN resolution against Zionism as racism, Nevertheless,
the nfficial relatiéns are on the basis of religion and not poltically, although
there are actually extensive ties, anu this situation will apparently remakn in
force until * 1+ there is a gereral peace se ttlement which will solve the
Palestinisn problem and settle ﬂé%dgtatus of Jerusalen. Tpe pope said at the

UN that he aspires to a special - "7 in the matter of Jerusalem which will be
assurd by means of international guarantees, and thereby he abandoned the

idea of internationalization (of Jerusslem): Nevertheless, we must--and can——
live in the forseeable future without cunstant provincial £-° i . EBND

DAE: 12.3.80 JOURNAL: BSRUSAIEM POST IZT™ER TO BDITOR

HsADInG: "APPHEHENSION AT U,S, VOIBE" BY: Mery R, Carse, Vermont Cpristians
EX@ERPTS: It was with deep grief and (for Israel (loshav Syoceva)

sore apprehension that I heard the news that the U.S, lad voted at the UN
against Israel on the matters of censuring the settlements. As an American
presently in Israel, I am afraid I must disassociate myself from this action
of my govesnment....ly apprehension stems from the fact that, as a believing
Crristian, I see the U.S. action as the first step towards putting it on the
wrong side at Apmageddon. We have recently seen the swift demise of regimes who
have turned apainst JIsrael: the latest being the Prime Minister of Canada who
reneged on his prumises to Israel as suvon as he came into powerj six months
later he was out., I could name others, Tpere is a promige: "I WILL BLEGSS

THEM WHO BIESS YOU AND CUKSE THOSE WhO CUiGE YOU." The pruise wes to Abraham
and his seed--which includes Isroel---forever, It is not a fairy tale, it is
inexorgbly working outs fnd woe to the land, or its regime, sceptical or sgorn-
ful of such wamings, END BRERTS ;

DA'E: 14,3.80 JOURNAL: ESHUSAIEH POST FEATURE (“WILH PHEJUDIGE ")

EADL NG  M"SIEIGHT OF TONGUE " BY: Alex Berlyne

EX@RPTS: "...Even the names of lantuages can be deceptive. Not long ago

I waced through tle UNTED B1BIE SOCIETIES' 1ist of the 1,431 languages into
which at least one book uf the Bible has been translated (another 500 are in
preparation), STKIFEED MIAO....PANG. . KIASI,. PR, . KISSI.. ANAL,. .S080, ..
Tyere are all sorts of langues in the Upited Bible Societies List which invite
speculation., GOGO. .- WAIWAL, .. Another of the UBS's translations is intoPOLIGE
MOTU.,.In addition to Gaelic, Welsh, Cornish and Manx translations, the Upited
Rible Societies' list includes 20 Epglish regional dialects, ranging from Low-
land Scottish to Dorset. Tt dees not include a version of & Ygorkshire transla-
tion of BMNESIS 1:1 which I once heard recited: "Fust was nobbut nowt." (CONT'D)

_ ~ (BND EXERPT) -
DATE: 16,3.80 JOURNAL: ISHBL NACHRICHEN (TBLAVIV) CBRMAN MEWS BRE FS
HADING: "USA JEWISH KAIEIDISCOIE " BY: Rolf Simom, Sgn Francisco, Calif.

EXGERPP: The NCC, 2 union of the most iwportant Protestant churches ]mszﬁfﬂ%]’l
now very anti-Israeli, But when the fntioch Djocese of New York brought forth .

a estion thal the Govt 11'111% be asked to cut off help tu t he Sgate s« ¥
chon. g R R SO e '3 w4 e

gpot investigation of the problem of violations of human rights and also to in-
quire of Jews from Arab countries who have found a new home in Isrsel. BAD EXC,

DATE: 7.3,80 JOURNAR: JEWISH CHRONICIE (LOKDOK ENGLAND) IMEWS ARTICIE

IE ADING: "AS CHRISTIANS SEE ISRAEL" _
QUOTE : "k reaction of fear” had characterized the attitude of the Cpristian
churehes and communities in Isreel, Canon Peter Schneider, consultant to the
Archbishops of Canterbury and York in interfaith relations, declared last w_eelg.-
Speaking to the London Society of Jews and Christians, he said that some of those
comnunities even believed "if we do not recognize the State, 1t will go gﬁay,ﬂ'”
Deve ;_Lopjng his theme of "CHRISTIAN LIWE IN THR SIATE OF ISHEL, " Canon Schrk:ider
s2id that "for the first tire there was the feeling that Christians were living
as a minority among a Jewish majority." (ke ) '
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He did not envisage an increase in Cyristian m;i.sé'ifbr’i;ii-y abtivity,
including that of the "luhatic fringe "y as posing a threat, adqiihg that since
the State was founded more Christians had become Jes than Jews had become
Christians. In response to Canon Schneider's call for an intei‘flé'i:_i.'ﬂlndialégue
that would eNccurace a muve away from intolerance, liabii Jt‘:nathsih"sacks; the
minister of Gulders Green Synagogue, seid that Judaism welcored pluralism and
Gexistence. Mr. Frank levine, a member of the society's exbeoutive comiittee,
presided. RKD ' et :

UBJECT NUMB ER THERE (CONTINUE D): CHRISTIANS Iy THE ME WS

B: ITHMS OF GEMERAL IN EREST :

UATE: 16.1.80 JGURNAL: "THE TIMg» LONDON  NEWS - ARTLCIE:

"PROTESTANTS INGEASED BY STATIE 10 IRL IBAD" ' AR

PHOTO: TE STATUE T0 THOE WHO DIED FOR "IRTSH FREEDOM" IN NORTHE KN LI LAND

DATE: 26.1.80 JOURNAL: VTS RVATTOR AL M RALD TRIBUMNE PAKIS. OBITUARES
HADING: DRy GEORGE BUTTRICK, 87, US PROWSTANT TIROLOGILN e
SUMMARY ;- Rev. Dr. George Arthur Buttrick, 87, former Harvard Univ. Preacher and
professor...pastor of Madison Avenue Presybterian Church 1927-1954, went: to Har-
vard as preacher to university, and Plumer Prof. Christian Morals to 1960, taught
Union Theological Seminary anc elsewhere ...genexal editor 12 volum work,. -

" "The Interpreter's Bible"and 4-voluge "Interpr ter's Dictionary of Biblie" .
authcr of other books, burn in England ang educated there., END =k

DATS: 8,2.80 JOURNAL: "KAUL HA'IR" JE.USALEM HEBHE W WEKLY ("HAAKET 2058 14T D)

PLOTO STOKY: 1IN "iFace BAGEMENT" ON MT ZIUN THIS WEEK A PRAYER FOR THE YEAGE
OF THE WORLD CONIUCTE L AlD ALSO FOR U, S, HUSTAGE S, PLRITCIPATING
Wil RABBIS AND CHRISTIAN CIEKGY. (END)

DATE: 14.2.80 JOUHIAL: JEIWUSAIEN 08T (RNGL AM IiD) FEATUIE AKTICIE

HEADING: "RUNiTILG WILD® BY: Gwynne Dyer

EXERPT: ... Carter is a "horn-asain Christian""._whuse rersonality is clearly

inclined toward dramatic conversions to moral erusades, So, on top of the sen-

sible responses that he should be making to deter and punish the R;ssians--higher

ams expenditure, defence ;uarantees to threatened neighbours of Afghanistan,

the embarge on feed grain exports—--he has been piling irrelevant or unachievable

threats like a general boycott of the Muscow Olympics. (END EXERPT)

DATE: 7.3.80 'JOURIAL ; JERUSAIEN 1OST © W ATURR ARVICIE g
FBADING: " FEVOLUTLOHARY'S RIS 70 PORGR"  PLOTO Tvs: ROM: KT MUGKHE

EXERPT: ...Mugabe was educated at inssion schools in Rhodesia, Later he went
to the Blacks only Univ, .of Fort Hare in South Africa where he got his political
baptisn through exposure to harsh race laws, contasts with Comsunist leaders and

readings of Karl Marx...Mugabe, a devout Catholic and Marxist, is a sharp-eyed
and eloguent hybrid of rew Tuticnary and academic. . kD EXEBRIT. (HUER, AP)

DATE: 8.2.80 JOURNAL: YEDIOT AKHRONOT (IEBREW Pif IND) FEATURE ARTICIE

HWAILKG: "RUTH CARTER—IE IEEME R O¥ KNOCKED ABGUT SOULS™

BYLINE : Rahel Shamir, New York VHOTO: RUTH CARTER STAPTETON

SUMMARY: (AND EXCERPTS) The kidsister of big Jimmy doesn't have to be introduced
in great detail t¢ the Israeli pubiic, hfter all, she has visited Isrmel, paid
her respects at all the tombs of the saints and strode along the via dolorosa of
"Jesus the Messiah”...but what may not be: known te ‘everyore is that K, th Carter
Stepleton isn't only a goodlooking woman and ‘a- devout Christian, but she's a

bit tralala-—-anyway, according to R ' our Jewish concepts, Because
this Ruth believes that the spirit of "the Redecmer™ rests upon her after she

was borm again into Christianity, and she- must, absolutely must, cause ever- human
creature to be born again in a new aystem that she herself has invented..,

(The ar't“_ilcle continues in a sargastic manrer to describe the "method" of alleged
rebirth & la Ryth Carter Stapleton, in a country home atnusphere, where her
"clients" or "followers" core. for healing aml ministry. )

During the past 20 years since Ryth Carter-Stapleton began to engage in what
she terms "the matter which God comianded 1e to do"--note this, she spoke with
God--ghe has written three religius bouks, the last of wh rch was called "IN
EgtWAYS" whichis due to be published Soun, and in which she deseribes her tour
/YeAT of the Holy Land. Her first two book were "Inner Healing" and '"F xpe rience
of Imer Boaling™, which sold 390,000 copies in hardeover and pocket editions,
(MO )
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(There follows & description of her adninistrative activities and her problems

in this field especially in relation to her community where she has been trying
to minister to needy souls.) "The main thing that I want," says Mps. Ruth Certer-
Stapleton, "is that ‘Holvitia" (the Cummunlty) will be something simple like my
teaching, " Indeed, the teaching of the little sister of the big president is
really simple. Actually ianfantile, if you will forgive us the expression. END

SUBJECT NUMIER FOUR: TH MW ESTAMENT i

DATE: 15.2.80 JOURHAL: JRRUSAILEM POST (EHGL AM IRD) "TOHA & YLOKA™ FEATURE
HEADING: "WILD MUSTARD™ BYLiM: LOULS I, KABINOWITZ

QUOTE : The open fields are now covered with the tiny blossoms of wild must-
ard....It figures prominently, though mestly in a metephorical sense, in the
Talmud and the New Testament. In both it is the symbol of the smallest possible
gquantity. Inthe latter, the metaphor is consistently applied to the ".thtle
faith which moves mountains".., "IF Y& HAVE FAITH 45 A GRAIN OF MUSTARD SEED,

Y& SHALL SAY UNTO THIS MOUNUAIN, 'REMOVE HEN(E' AND NOTHIRG SHALL 1B IMPOSSIBIE
TO YOU.* (MATT. 17:20) In the Talmud it is applied to a much more prousaic
subject--the amount of menstrual blood rendering a woman ritually unclean and
intere urse forbidden...and also the therapeutical qualities of mustard..

There is a New Testament reference, however, that is completely puz?ll.n{,. In
Matthew 12:31/32 (SHOULD B 13: 31/32) it is stated that mustard is "THE IEAST
OF ALL SEF DS, BUT WHEN IT GROWS UP IT IS TE GHEAMEST AMONG TiE HERBS AND HE-
COMES A THE S0 'MHAT T, BIRDS OF This AIR COME AND LODGE IN THE BRANCHES THIREOF, "
(CF IK 13:19 and MK 4:31-32) BN. °X(ERRTS

DATE: 7.3.80 JOURNAL: JSHUSAIEM FOST  "TORA AND FLORA" FEATUHES

HEADING: "LIGHT Ol A IBGENDY Bf: LOULS I, RABINOWITZ

BXGER'T: (Refers to "the peculiar legend that the leaves Adam and EVe uaed

to cover their nakedness were nuot those of a fig tree, but of a banana." Iejects
the legend and adheres to the traditiunal belief that the fig leaves were indeed
what we now as fig leaves today, ani then makes a passing reference to the N.T.,
as fullows.) Tre leaf of the fig tree 1s mentioned 1in another commection in the
New Testament. Its covering itself with leaves is #ken as a sign that sumuer is
near. "WHEN THE BRANCH IS YR 1ENIER AN PUTYRETH FOKTH ITS ]J]Jwﬁ‘b Y& - KHOW THat
SUMER IS NIGH." (MATT. 24:32) END EXERPT

AIE: 24.2,80 JOURNAL: JEHUSAIEM POST COMMUNICATED NOT'ICE
QUOTE : THe VAN IEER JUEM{USAIEN FOUNDATION, THE ITALIAN CULTURAL H&bTI‘HJ']E THS
EBEYW UNIVEHSITY OF JEHUSABM L.VITES YUU TO 4 [EBATE BE WEEN VITTORIO JE SSORT
(AUTHOK OF "HYPOTIE SES ON JESUS") AND DLVID FLUSHER, ISRATL FRIZE 1980 (AUTHOK
OF "JESUS") ON Tt SUBJECT: "TW0 HYPOTIESES O JESUS": CUATRMAN PHOF Luil AVNI
ECHE , THUES FEB 28, "1980 at 6:00 PM AT VAN IEEAR JLM FOUNLATION JIM.

DATE : 14.7%.80 JOURNAL: "HAARETZ" (HEB AM IND) FREATURE AKTICIE

HEADING: " SUS--BETWEEN JUDAISM ALD CHRISTIANITY "

SUBHEAD: "A IEIMEWED CONFRONTATIOL HETWEEN JUDAISH AND CHRISTIANITY iy r“HI:. MANIE R

OF ‘tE M DIEVAL IEBAIES, 1E GENTLY TOOK PLAGE IN JELUSAIEM, AROUND THE
CONTROVE RSIAL FIGURE OF JESUS THE NAZAHENE . '

PHOTO : JESUS THE NAZUHENE: vaS B (EIELY) AN EXTRRORDINARY Juw?

FIVSARY. ( RXCERFTS: THIS IS A IENGTHY ARTICIE FEVIEWING TIE AFOEEFENTIOEED

' R IBBATE AT VAN IEER J'LM EETWEN FLUSSER & MTSSORI.

Jerusalem, the capital of free Israel, is the last place where religious debates

can flourish. Our paternalism vis-2-vis history, and especially Christ ian his-

tory, under tle aegis of our na tiovnal strength, has taken on an aggxihs'\lre char-

acter unlike® our Diaspora years.  For this reason, the initiative of a;pt%licist_.

Vittorio Messori, was quite surprising, and his coming to present his book .

YHYPOTHESES ON JE SUS™ before an Isracli audience, and to submit to the rod of

eritician of the Jerusalem scholar David Flusser in a symposium conducted some

two weeks ago at Van Leer Institute. There wass omething in that Jewish-Christian

meeting of a marked reversal., For the first time in the sordid hlstury of "fhligious

debates" 33 Medieval manner, the Jewish side demonstrated 1ts Self-confldence

and playe %ﬁuﬁ"{:hrlstlan“ role. Indecd, the discussion had the character of a
parody of these ancient theological debates which Heine so well described in one

of his brtln{_, poems., Thpere were soie who were Treminded of the well-known poen

with its unexpected conelusicn, and in any case, it opened the door to reconsider-

ation of our prejudices, of our inexplicable hostility for Christianity (M()}E)
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whieh stands in d,lnect proporticn to the extent of our ignorance of Christian
scriptures and the history of Christianity t¢ which even our secularists relate
in the best qf circumstances as "a distorted wariation of Judaism, "

Prof, Plusser, Israel prizewiner fur his book, "JUDAISM & THe SOURES OF
CHRISTEANITY, " provided the discussion with the cha#acter of 'Everything has
already been seid," andthis confidence wherewith he formulated his theory .
of Jesus, the. thoreughgoing Jew, and not a nonconformist, someone whom later _
Christianity hung into unjustly, was to all opinions not at all a reliable
way to open a debatsaégith a Catholic ihte]_.léctual, and "the Christians in the
aua:ignee - inder;:'dx arvused and wagged ¥ hedr heads, but out of courtesy re-
frained from responding, or perhaps were apprehensive lest they be accused,
Heaven forbid, of antisemitism. .Huwever, inasmuch.as the entire evening had
the air of some kind of entertainment, there was no need to fear that there
would be an outburst of passions, _ Lk b

"Was Jesus rcally an exceptional Jew?" Prof. Flusser asked. "Actually, every
Jew is exceptionel, or at least thinks himself such."* Tpe audience broke out
in laughter. Frof, Flusser emphasised the significance of this situation in
which an I4alian scholar was lecturing about Jesus in a Jewish city before
Jews. "The t rue test," said Flussér, "of the sugcess of a bouk which secks
to prove anew the historicity and divinity of Jesus is not in a Christian pub-
lic but if it can persuade Jews." Flusser's address went off, as was to be
expected, into the problem of antisemitism which was fashioned by the Christian
church in the name of Jesus, and to a great extent flying in his very face,
"I do not know any Jewish writer," pruclaimed Flusser, "who has expressed doubt
abut the histuricity of Jesuss Tye question of h.s divinity is quite another
matter.. I have not core lere to conduct hire a debate in the style of:the
Medieval debates. But it is my desire to recall what St. Augustine said about
*the Jews, He described. them as slaves of the Christians, who carry for their
sales the 014 Testament, This is the historical ¥ which they have bestowed
upon us, in the name of which it was possible to enslave us and to abuse us,
I do not shrink from this determination, and I would even add to it: "We
Jews bear on cur backs also the New Testauent, We, in our obstinacy to survive,
Serve as living witnesses and a continual test of the truth of the Christian
dogma. We are unable to digest the dogma of the divinity of Jesus, which is
alien to us, even as it was alien to Jesus iteself, Jesus never claimed that
he is ‘the Son of God. , Jesus mever claimed that the prophets had announced
his coming, as the later church did after him," : -
Jesus, according to Flusser, if he were to return to us today, would feel
wore at ease in a synagogue than in a church., Iy his opinion, Christianity
always walked a thin line, and was torn between the faith of Jesus and the
faith in Jesus. Prof. Flusser sees in Jesus the figure of the socialec ritic,
the humanist, who has arisen to warn of impending catastrophe in Jydaism,
"I prefer Jesus," Flusser claims, "to the House of Shammai and to Simeon
Bargiora. Jesus preached a humarw and opep Judaism, but did not violate the
commandments of Jydaism, Jesus has :antipolitic_al message. He proclaimed
the politics of love, and his message was too great for his era even ag it
is too great for vur era." It seemed for a moment during the heat of his
address that Pyof. Flusser was defending a private Jesus, a Josus unwan ted
by anyone, = a hybrid who would be crucified again if he were to retum to
the earth. Tpe Jesus of Flusser is to all appearances the image of an ideal
Judaism, humanistic, progressive, of wide horigzons, and perhaps even the inage
of Judaism seen through the thick spectacles of "Iye Wisdom of Isrsel." I
wanted to hear someore in the audience rise and shout: "Such a Judaism is
possible to sell only to the Gentileg, " s

Vittorio Messori, an editor and Juurnalist, has devoted his life to invegtigat-

- . dng the figure of Jesus, His book, "HYPOTHEES Ol JESUS", is according to him,
-+ an interim summing up of his private investigation of the "Jesus Affair". His

= book seeks to demonstraté anew the divinity and mission of Jesus, a nd is not
lacking in preten&ions. Messori often cites Pascal, and like him he has tried
to reestablish his faith after years of "sin. and atonement, (Mosg)
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Indeed his work is clearly for Cpristian "penitents”, and Messorl in his lec-
ture that his Jesus is a "journalistic" Jesus and not a universl ty creature,

Trhe chamm of his "Hypotheses" is in its simplicity, innvcence and intimacy.
Messori lpves to tell about himself, his.reliigicus experiences as a prie st
before his oorgnagatlon, and the need he demunstrates to be understood, %o gpeak
to everyone—-but taken frum the rhetoric of another culture, it is liable %o
grate on the ears of an Iaraelivnu _

Jesus was not a Jewish. prophet, Messori clalms, and noc one recognized
him in his timei There is aamthlng in him that goes beyond doctrires, sects,
and contemporary views of his time, Tpe rise of Jesus wes the consequence
of the dbCllm uf Judaism, and the rejectmn of the Jewish people of Jesus
was itself the décisive proof of the authentlclty and truth of the founder
of Cpristianity. “Cpyristianity," continued Messori, "has preserved Jesus for
the Jews, and I have now come to restore him to you with a re-assessment of
his person," But which Jesus is Messori merchandising? . Is it the Jesus of
the Gospels, or the Jesus of the golden-hair of Christian ikons? Messord
mocks that’ k.‘l,nd of Jesus "kitch" atthe opening of his bockyees It is a Jesus
who is more appealing, brighter and more inspiring thag the Jewish Jesus of
Flusser, but it - also mpresentsa collect:.un of prejudices about Jems.

Vittorio Messori "apuloglaad“ in the. name of the Christian church (another
pathetic gesture) and declared that "the Jews no longer constitute a stumbling
black to the understanding of Jesu_s,_, Be that as. it may, it was clear that
the turn for understanding between. the two religions has not et come, and

it was not brought nea:ner 'hhat evemng. Tye atmosphere of the discussion,,.
in which Jesus was ™om" as it were between Judsism and Christianity, put -
this to the fore despite the guod will of the man who madd the effort to come
from Rore to Jeruselem. "Cote let us forget for & moment our prejudices and
let us conduct a free debate," Prof, Plusser proclaimed at the outset of the
évening, but precisely a discussion which suught to be "objective" was re-
vealed to be & clear collection of pmjudioes without which there . is no re-
ligion, There is perhaps in this a moral for those engaged in the- gtudy of
Judaica: Christology, in mntmdlq,tmcmun to Judaica, has ngt deviated from
the official truths of the Church, For this reason it is so very strung, so
sure df itself, so st peace with itself, Judaisy is the religion of dehate,.
and Jesus could nut suffer it, and preferred o be crucified, BEND

(SAME PAGE: BOX:; HEADING: "THE FEOVIE OF ISRAEL 'IEFOIE' & 'AFER'™)
SUMMARY: Vittoric Messori was born.in Modina in 1941, studied in Tourine and
engaged in editing and journalism, among others the daily paper "L& STAMPA",
His religious instruction he received (besides what he taught himself) in
Christisn seminars in Assisi, Hys buck "HYPTCEES ON JESUS" (1976) has been
translated into 12 languages, and in Italy alone has sold to date 400,000
copies. (THEIE FOLLOWS AN EXERPT FROM A CHAPIER IN WHICH THE AUTHOR EX-
PRESSES HIS SORHOW FORTHE IECLLE OF JUDALSM AS A RESULT OF THE DIVERSION
OF JUDAISM IiTO EXSGESIS AND INTERPRETATION OF T PAST AND THy IECLINE . OF
TH: PROPHETIC ]IlSTL[NO'I‘ i THE I.‘E.\EI.{JPEENT OF JULATSM. ) ERD

DATE: 15,2,80 JOURNAL: "Al BAMISHMAK" (BB AN MAPAM): ‘EEATUR ARTICIE

HEADING: "BRTWEEN JUDAISM AND SUURGES OF L}H{ISTIMJITH‘ WITH PROF, FLUSSER"

B LINE : A,H, ﬂlhanni LG ,_(nmi‘HOTO INSET: DAVIU FLUSSER

SUMMARY; This is a - interview with Professor Flusser

about his latest Dok ("J'UDAIhM m&) ‘Iﬁ&. OURE S OF CHRI.JTIANITI") and clites
several remarks from the preface to his work (which bave been earlier trans-
lated in "SEIE CTIONS™ and see also No, 52)s BXCERPT: Here we will introduce
one of his stirring discoveries, He r¢lates: ‘'Before the tiue that Zionism
took root in the previcus century there wa® groups of Jews who converted _
to Christianity but.were unwilling tu abanden their Jewishness. Tyese saw in
Christianity onl;y the 'correct interpretation' of Israel's Torah., At present

a great portion of thewm take a pusitive sttitude towerds Zlonism and the State
of Israel, and some of them even come to settle in Israel, Among the Jews

of Christian religion there arc various shades of attitudes twoards the Torah
and the commandments, Some of them are a lso observant of the comnandments...
most of them dislike the name "notzri" ("Cristian® in Hebrew, lit, Nazarene),
and are more comfortable with the term "’I'ehudim Veshikhiin® (Mcssianic Jews :
or Hebrew Christians.,..ThiN8), and these, as experts on Judaism, serve - (MORE) -
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._:'a“s-*emissazﬁes-missionari_es, _ev'éﬁ ‘though the "Messianists” are sumetimé;_ for
“ understandable reasons not reckoned as thorough Christians, and are suspected

of " being Judaizrs,® (Thére follows a discussion of several remarks made
by Flusser about his personal backgrovnd, his contact with Christians, and
‘sundry matters, including his very negative upinion of Gush Emunin, whon he
compares %o the worshippers of the Golden Calf. "The se Orthodox militants are
trying ta to place, as it were, before God faites accomplis; they are trying

to get a grip on the area of Him who spake and the world was brought into being,"
He #lso expresses concern for the future of the country and aduits the pessi-
bility of a third destruction of the Jewish Commonwealth: "It all depends upon
us, whether we learn to sustain cur Suciety in the way of righiecusness." He
describes .the. uany claims on Flusser's time and energy by a variety of 'éallers,

© Jewish dnd Christian, desiring"his"expe'rt opinion or his presence at lectures,

symposia, here and abroad. 'Bveryone wants o know...about Judaism, about
Christianity, about this world and the world to ¢o me." H, adds: " don't
think that in order to explain varicus ‘Subjects, one must believe in them. "}

: '(Flué'éei- mmarks) "I may be able to assuie and explain what ‘& Byddhist frun a

e "t’-‘ i

- ‘certain stream hds to do, but this does not mean that I am that someone. It

isn't.my job to correct views which I fundanentally reject. More than once
peuple have erred with regard to ne, as though I support certain views; which

 actually T completely reject.- Students have comrented to me more . than once

that when I lecture about the wods of Greece, I speak as though I believed in
them, I understand that from the standpoink of identifi(:ation'(wi‘!:h:.the sub-
ject).at the time of research it is desirable, but this doesn't mean that I

- believe in the gods of Greece,...If I lelp a Christian tu"be_ a better Chrig-

tian, or a Marxist o be a better Mameias i mrane 70 valping g man’ to be

"~ better, sa what?.,."

"If I bad o' lecture on New Year's Eve about Judaism and Christianity (an in-
vitation he rejected), I would have had to identify with Judaism, and to ex.
Plain to the Christians in the audience the significance of noruative Chris-
tianity, and to explain it in suck a way that they would not be_offendegl and
there would be no causeless hatred aroused. Trere is the danger that some
listener would see in my remarks a kind of contradiction to his Christianity,
and then I would certainly not be “n his sig"ltj '&ir‘god boy for Cpristianity™,
e apostle they imagine they see in mo." (He ARRgES - briefly to an incident
with a group of lormons which led to ension, bu® no details ‘we-re.g:i_.ven.)_

. A T e sclentifi 1.human - - B
For a long while David Flusser expzesaedelgs cgeﬁg(m Ie_Eatla__m to Judaism and

in relation to Christianity, man and the universe, opinions and beliefs, art
and ethics. "The aspiration to know is at thevessaﬁ*se:of man in whicheyer world
he lives, For this reason he must accumulate a?”gg.‘xrehouse of infarmation in
order to distinguish between the essential and the mm.ssehti&l, between truth
and falsehood, between good and evil, Thus, I continue, like puor Mather Eve,
with that fruit of knowledge, tha* "apple" which she offered to Adam,"

(The ‘balance of this lengthy arficle cnr.ip_;giées a kind of "hymn of praise"
to the subjeet, his work; his biography, and his companionship in the Sephardic
synagogue: which they both attend.) END SUMMARY AND EXCERPTS,

é_ssgﬁﬁ D AND MSMRE OUS ITEMS:
DATED: 17,%,80 JOURNAL: JSHJSAIEM PUST

s ' (BNGL AM THD) IBTER 7O EDITOR
HEADING: "CORIG CT ERMINOLOGY" = BY: Dr. I,4, Bppe; Tel-Aviv
QUOTE  :: In an artiole on the Remot Road of Feb, 28th, Robt Rusenberg refers

to a Jewish place of worship as a "chapel. " According to the Oxford Dictionary,
a chapel is & place of Christian worship. "It is never a place where Jews pray,

MISSIONARTES IN EGYPT - | - D Ip TR
DATE: 19,3,80 JOURNAL: "PHi EGYPTIAN GAZTE " (ENCLISH) '

© HEADING: "MISSIONAKIES WHO IEFT AN EDUCATIONAL 1FGACY"

EXERPTS; PRESBYTE RIAN MISSTONATILS who fanned out in search o.f converts over
a century ago have left a legacy of Aperican schools in the Middle East that
have educated a dazzling array of leaders ranging from presidents to guerillias,
A ) " ] . nan = t " 3 L
The missionaries have long since depar’tedm rorced out during the naticnalist
upsurge in the 1950s. But fperican teachers and textbuoks renmain, and Bible-—
(Mo
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teaching contimues in some schools in Egypt and Cyprus. The most prestigiocus
descendants of the mission schools are the Alerican universities in Cairo and
Beirut which have.distinct U.S. ties but have long since apbandoned their religious
orientation. Together they have graduated former Presidents Ismail al-fzhari of
Sydan end Hazen al-Kudsi ofe ria, ten Priue Ministers, hundreds of diplomats,

a daughter of President Anwar/Sadat, and the first woman Ph,D. of Seudi Arabia,
Dr. Soraya Mohamwed al Torky.

Nore controversial graudates, all of AUB, include: Dr. Georie Habbash, an M.D.

who leads the moust hardline Palestinian f_action, Wedie Haddad, who masterminded
a wave of alrplane wijackings in the 19708, and leila Khaled, a daring female
“terrorist who helped carry them outeees

AUB, fuunded in 1866, and AUC, founded inl9l9, have become increasingly Arabized
pver the years, adding Arab teachers and adninistrators. However, both get
their degrec-granting authority from education boards in the U.S, and their
campuses and approach to education remain distinctly Allerican. ";UB has lived

+ and functioned in the Mid.le Bast for 114 years. It is clearly not a foreigner.

Tta faculty are more than 70% from the region, and its programs are focused on
the problems of the fArab world," said AUB Pres. Haruld F. Hoelscher, furmerly of
the Univ. of Pittsburghe...Tpe U.8. Guvt cuntributed 1% of AUB's % 36 million
budget last year, and provided 54% of the Cairo schoolls ¥ 8 million budget,

but schopl administrators have been told Washington will end all suppurt by 1986,..
School officials complain that Cvncress, threugh a new Mideast scholarship fund,
is pressuring 4UL, to accept Isracli students, which many officials believe will
unnecessarily ernbroil the Cairc campus in a hot political issuge.ses

A dozen prep schools set up by Presbyterians in E ﬂ._yp't have lost nearly all their
U.S. ties after being tummed over to the Evanielical Church, and have no ties
with the American universities except their common heritage. In Cyprus, the
Presbyterians founded Larnaca hcadenmy and its sister school the Nicusia Academy,
unique 8mong fore! owlanpuoge institutions in accepting both Gz}eek‘christians and
Turkish Muslims. Commnal strife in 1963 furced an abandonment of this practice,

" which is lamented by many Cypriots who felt the lifelong friendships formed in
" school would help heal the divided island, The Presybterians severed their last

formal ties with overseas schools in 1975, including the two Cypriot schaolsg.

" Larnaca AcadelLy, founded in 1908, became the onl achool in the island nation %o

be taken over by its graduates. . The primary gq_?_;: cof the schodl__mméi'na the same

inder its new management-—~to offer opportunities for education to all C¥priots,

irrespective of nationality, religion or sex, and to train them for a life based
on honesty and love for their fellow men with the teachings of Christ as & guide=
line," said Larnaca Lcadeny prancipel M.€, Tjiaris. (AP) END

CHRESTIAN ASTHOJAUT DUKE (SBE PAGES 6 & 7 HEIEIN)

DATE: 20.3.80 JOURVAL: JERUSAIEM POST (BNGL A IND) MEATURE ARTICIE

R ADING: "STILL RIDING HIGH" (PHOTO I4ET: CHARIES MOSY DURE -
EXCERPTS: " would love o visit the(BLINE : AIEXANIER AIELLI, JP STAFF

moon again," says Brig, Gen, Chas, Mogs Duke Jy,, reminiscing about his first
landing there on April 16, 1972, Tall and gentle, he spesks nostalgically of
his unforgetteble experience. (There follows several paragraphs descriptian

of lunar voyage.,.) By his own admission, luyke has not been the same gince!

The earth is so beautiful when seen up there," he g8id,,..with its white clouds
and crystal blue seas against the blekness of the space that he wented to cry:
"Mere is nothing in space like our planet," he says. D e is also certain that
this is no accident, but God's handiwork...earth is really unique, ('I_‘he;;p fol-
lows several paragraphs of biography,) Merried and the father of two sons,

he admits to having been restless, dissetisfied end in a narital crisis until

he started reading the Bible. Today, Dyke claims he is a happier uan, He still
belicves in progress,..but for him, it is spiritual experience that is of para-
mount importance., I4 colours his stay in Israel, He believes that the return
of Jows is God's command and has an enormous respect fortlhe Jewish.f_ait_h' and

_institutions, "I have never felt so much at home and so happy as among you, "

he tells me. "And believe me, this 1s not my last visit here." BND EX(ERPES

END TRANSCRIPTION 24.3.80/mb
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