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"HISSION" | EEET |

"SHEARI{", the ultra-orthodox daily, published -a report on 17.11.87 of

- "YADL'AHIF", the anti-mission society, relating ‘to internal and external
alleged missionary activities. Under the heading "PIDLE LECTURES... I
THE MESSIANIC CONGREGATION HALL", it quotes from a notice inviting the
public to "attend Bible lectures on the Dook of the Prophet Darici, which
will take place every Yednesday beqinning 4.11.81 in the hali of the
“lessianic Congregation Sethesda in Haifa." This notice was published in
an evening paper;"and who knows how many have been trapped already in tho
lecture net, and how many more will yet, lleaven Forbid, be trapped?” the
writer asks. The anti-mission activists warn the public that, unlike the
«traditional Church missionary societies which aim at bringing ahout basic
changes in Jewish behaviour and in baptism, the aim of the Messianic Jows
is to set un a church of Jewish-Christians, and they -don't demand convei-
sion. The agency advises that a great number of Jews have emigrated Trom
Israel with the aid of the "Ylessianic" conaregation of Israel, which has
centers in the large cities headed by Jewish apostates,.and they have at
their disposal more than ten &ible shops. '~ An information campaican about
them is needed in Haifa and elsewhere in the country.

The second item deals with the renewed mailing of packages by the mission-

ary woman, A.fl. Broos of Canada, who last Purim flooded the land with her
"Purim gift-offerings" for Rabbis, written in Hebrew, -English and. Yiddish.

The postal workers in Safed refused to deliver it, and with the nelp of
"YadL'Ehim" proved to the postal authorities that materizal of this nature -

did not have to be delivered since it offended the. sensitivities of Jews,

both religious an< secular. The public should be warned to icave this
material in the post office or to turn it over to "YadL'Ahim'. Fuvther-

more, the public is asked to inform the “YadlL'Ahim" offices ahout the country
of any suspicion of missionary activities. i :

“STAR OF HOPE": 1In an ohjective, even friendly, article reporting on -the
opening of the new TV station sponsored by Christian layman, Oncran 0tis of
"High Adventure Hinistries", Yehuda Tsur of "ALHA'STSIMAR notes che appre-
hension of a veteran settler of “etulla over “the spirit of Christian.
oreaching" which allegedly nermeates the telecasts, whether in cornaction
with "sport, documentaries or serials... in these people there.is a spirit
of Christian penitents." If the religious poloticos were aware of it Ehay
would try to shut down the station® ne claims. s - -
"JEWS AND OTHERS FOR JESLS® - A brief report appeared in the J'LM POST
(4.9.81) about "a spontaneous demonstration” against.J.F.J. at.a university
in South Africa. In a POSTSCRIPT (11.11.81) Chinese .Comrunist party stal-
warts are warnad against becoming believers inasmuch as "missinnanine ape
infiltrating China and winning converts, making believers.of even Communist
Party officials, the Fujia Daily, a provincial naper recently reported.”

"JOGGING MISSIONARY PLAHS T0O RUH ISRAEL" (J'LH POST HEADING 151181 .
The subseauent article proves that headline writers can mislaed. Tie story
concerns an enthusiast for jogging who will he running--or--jeoaing about
Israel promoting the sport.

E'MA RERGLR AGAI: A flurry of news renorts dated 20.13 / 22.11 coacern
efforts of the Cerman sect in Zicron Yaacov te buy up Jewish-ovncd rronerty
waich resulted in counter-offers to prevent the sale. The tax office how
suspects that under-the-table payments unreported to the tax office: were

made, and is investigating. Two Isracli suspects have been arrestad and
released on bail. ("HAARETZ," "DAVAR", “YEPIOTY) The ultra-orthodox dailies
(SHEARIM/MODIYA) published (and others) an identical lettor under the heading
"THE {ISSION PROBLEM" (1.72.81) underscoring the "menace” of the Zicron Yaacow
sect and missionaries in general, and appecaling for a caroaian to arouse the
people of Israel before it is too late. ’ {FOPRE)
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CULTS & SECTS

MORMONS: A full-page feature article by Helga Dudman; under the heading :
"PIONEER VIRTUES", appeared in the JERUSALEM POST (27.11) based on interviews
with Wayne and LuRee Ottley, Utah-based church's representatives in Tiberies

. generally friendly approach.

Ti ETC.: A letter in the JLM POST (11.11.81) disputes the® contention that
TH is not a religion or cult and cites authors of anti-cult book (“SHAPPINGY
by Conway & Siecelman) and a first-rerson account of its underiyiag Hinduism,
and supports "long overdue investination of cults in Israei. A long letter’
on the 29th Hov. expresses shock that "Israel's Deputy Ecue. Minister had
declared war against imported relicious cults,” anc raises the spectre of
thought control. "Is Israel to follow Russia's exampie and argue tnat anyonc
who departs from authorized views or behavior is by definition mantaily sick
and in need of compulsory psychiatric treatment?"  the latter-writay. inquires.

ARKS: ilembers of a religious sect headquarted in Kansas have claimed that
they have seen and photographed the original Ark of the Covenant ie @ Joedans -
cave, to which they were led by a dream and hy means of a Kible and veligin
writings found in a Turkish cave. They also claim. to have sean Meah's frk «
Mt. Ararat. (“YEDIOT", AL HAMISHMAR, HATSOFEW", 22.11.81)

CHRISTIANS IN ISRAEL

BAPTISHAL SITE: The new site for performing Christian baptisms i the dordor
River where it leaves the Sea of Galilee was described at leingta in "HA MR
(4.12: 7.12; 24.11) A feature article (7.12) under the headina "3 N
i THE JORDAN WATERS", described an official delegation attending a gruud
baptisim from California (Chuck Smith, pastor), with traditional churci.n
present expressing their disapproval of the enthusiasm of the group. . One
cleric is quoted as saying, "We Orientals are not content with such thinas:
to serve God is a serious matter. Look at how these naive peonie sina and
embrace and call out to Christ as they enter the water:" Chuck Sriiin FOMais
"We are a church hased on love, and everythina must be done freely, without
coercion, to fill an inner need." A Tel-Aviv journal ("BABAT" ) reporis on
4.12 that a Baptist minister contributed IS 700,000 out of the IS Zm. noodc”,
the balance funded by a fovt. tourist company. (Chuck Smith is the Baptist
Minister.) .

CHRISTIANS FOR ZION: A series of news items, photo stories, and feature -
lenath articles appeared in the Israzli press in connection with the puertovia-
ances of the INTERNATIONAL SINGERS of Denver, Colorade, who “n ceaparation
with 1.D.F. headquarters visited frmy bases around the countyy. Tho groun,
an outreach of Faith Bible Chapel pastored by Robt. Hooley, has vaised lavje
sums of money for Israel's Soldiers Heifare Fund. The "YEDIOT" supplement
(Kol Ha'Hegev, 9.10.81) reports that !irs. Robt. Hooley staled that "we have.
removed all the crosses from our 17 churches in the USA and from cur nomes
and adopted the Star of David as a symbol." She reportedly heintaed by tha
advice of a Rabbi, of a serious illness when, following the ralhi's advice,
they devoted themselves to the reading of Psalms. Under the headinc, "THE
SINGERS VS. PLO": {RARIV (15.11) reports on their letter-wiriting campaign to
U.S. Senators during the ~AHACS controversy, pressures on beraly o7 Sgviet
Jewry and against the PLO and its sympathizers in the U.S.A. P twe-pane.
feature article entitled "TO THE I.D.F. WITH LOVE", with accompanying phaoto-
qraphs, appeared in MRAMAHAMEN" (IDF 25.11) describing the grgup, it voliois
motivation, and the response, often rapturous, of Israeli soicicys who
encounter them. The POST, FAARIV & YEDIOT have a photo story on 817,81 of

a pro-Zion Christian group gathered in Jerusalem from 3] countries ir Isveel
for a conference ‘of prayer and fasting. In an act of solicarity with Isvy o7
the group marched down Jaffa Poad, Jerusalem, with banners and “lags.

({10RE)
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TABERIACLES & ELBASSY: A feature article in "KOL HA'IR", the Jerusalem supplement
of "Hi ARETZ" (20.11) deals with the Internaticnal Christian Embassy, its foundinc,
religious motivation, leadershin and persnectives. In an interviay, Jan van der
iioeven, Luibassy spokesman, expresses ‘his views which the correspondent compares to
“Gush Emunim"™ and "Tehiya,” except that JVDI] disagreeds with their agaressive be-
haviour and lack of consideration of the Arabs. le also reports strong opposition
from the Lutheran Church and from Vatican-connected churches, and prefers to ignor:
them. Their connection with a Jewish millionaire, a Lolocaust survivor, Jacaues
Fischer, wino financed the leasing of their first headguarters on Rashba Street, hac
beeh terminated. Fischer charged that he was hoodwinked and that they intended %o
engage in missionary activity, but the Embassy denied this and claimed that Fischer
really wanted to direct policy. In the end, Fischer set up an alternative organi-
zation, but nothing is known of its activities. [leanwhile, the Embassy has gained
tride supnort and moved t6 a new headquarters on Brenner St. in J'In, and has embarke
on various projects and plans in addition to the successful annual "Tahernacles"
gatierings. The London "JEWISH CHRONICLE" on 5.11.81 nubrlished two news stories
and photograph about tie “Tabernacles” celebration and the "Star of Hope" TV statigr
of "Hieh Adventure”, also noting that "fanatical members of Rabbi Kahane's extreme
nationalist group "Kach"have attached the cood intentions of tie evancelicals as &
cleverly disguised effort to win Jewish support for Christian groups encaged in
missionary activity." :

EAPTIST HOSPITAL: “DAVAR" reports (23.11) that the Raptist Hosnital in Gaza wili
not be closed but will revert to the finglican Church following the decision of the
captist :lission to discharge the liospital staff and shut doun operations because «
inadequate weans to maintain ‘the hospi tal.

CHRISTIANS AHO JCHS (ABROAD) .. | - |
CARDINAL LUSTIGER: “THE JEVISI! ARCHBIS!MP OF PARIS HILL EE £ CASDIPAL," "YERIOT®
neadlines in a Lrief news stofy on 1.11.21. Catholic sources in Qome reported tha.

tive archbishop woulid Le rafsed to tie office of cardinal bty the Pene alone with a
nalf-dozen other aprointments. Detroit Rdbbi Lichard €. Hertz of Tewple Seth-F1,

in the “Petroit Jewish liews" (31.12.87), déscribed a very cordialt visit tith tie .. ..

arcabishop, Through a friend of the Rabbi, John Cardinal iearden of vatroit, a " -
meetina was arranced in Paris. : They talked for about an hour, discussing American
Catholicism (the rabbi teaches at a Catholic university), anti-semitism in France,
the archbishop's Jewish backgreund ("I continue to be a Jew in my ovin fashion,"

he reriarked to the rabbi), the future.of Catholic-dewish relations, French Jeury
and the sephardi wave of immiarants from !lorth Africa (“more articulate, rore agg:-
sive" in expressing their Jewish ilentity,. the archbishop noted), his ties to Israel
("I know Israel well"after some 15 visits). The archtishop drove the ralbi back %o
his hotel and remarked as they parted: "Vou have a new friend in Paris. Yo rust
in touch,” )

DITERFAITH COUTACTS: MTHE JEUISH piCus® reported the staterent of. the Netherlands
Council of Churches in soljdarity with Israel and the Jewijsh people against anti-
semitism and asserted the fupdariental riaht of Israel to exist as well as the specy
connection betueon the Jewish peaple and the Chupch, “The lasting loyalty of Sod to
the Jewish necople,.. has not Leen sumerseded Ly the adyent of Jesus Christ," the =u
ment saju, (9,7.81, 10,7,81) "THE JEUISH HEVS OF DETROIT" (17.7.81) renorted @ 5
agreed upoit betweop Jewrs and Lutherans to estahlish a standing international 1i:
comitiee Letuzen thery. The vecision was mado in Copephagen at a joint tun-day o
of the Lutheransiorld Federatien and the International Jewish Cormittee on Inter-
religious Censultations, with 24 participants from nine couptries in attendance.
sinilar reports were published in the Gorpan-language ALLGE:EINE JUDISCHE LOCHERTT
(Dusseldorf), 27.7.81 and in "Eretz Yisrael" (Tel fviv) fua. 81, which added a nn-
that the Lutleran prayerbook retained anti-Joewish intimations viich are to he anc®
The same journal publishad a report from Pabhi iarc i, TananbLoum, an official abs:
at the YCC reeting in London in Jung, which is hailsd for what "could well be a °
noint in the troubled history Letween the MCC and the world Jdevish comunity.” (.
By contrast, F.H. Littell, a lethodist minister and professor, issued a blast at -
HCC in "JEYISH DISEST" ih July, for its Central Committee Statement on Jerusalen ¢
its general attitude of "triumphalism and roral hankruptey." "HEMS & VIEYSY rep: -
in fictober on interfaith dialoques hetween Lutherans and Jews and at the Executive
meetine of the International Council of Christians 2 Jews in fermany. A combined
Jewish-Catholic-Protestant protest of Pres. Peacan budget cuts vas reported in +
Lond Island Jewish torld (2.4.81).
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PROTE STANTS & ISRAEL: Liberal U.S. Protestants, who have %&ﬁg clashed with the U.S.
Jewish community over verious issucs concerning Isracl, won praise from the American
Jewish Committee for the NCC opposition to the Saudia Mideast peace plan despite pres-
sures from the Syrian Orthodox (};ntioch) Church to endorse it. (D!.W;H, 19.11) Tke

POST reportcd (2€.10) that » group of evangelical clergymen from California had plac;,-lc. .
an advertisement ageinst the sale of the AWACS to Saudia in a local paper. " CHRILTTD
VIEW OF ISREL™ by Episcepalian rector Philip Culbertson of Oterlin, Ohio, presents a
1ib eral's perception of Christian support for Isreel which is strongly averse %to much
nf the charismatic and evangelical theclogy of Israel (with) Judaism and Israel little
more than prostitutes to be used toward a Christian end (th»;—: Second Coming of .Jesus)

and then discardcd when no longer useful, " H_ appeals for a2 building of "stronger

b ridges of dialogue and understanding between American liberal (pristianity and the
resurrccted nation of Isrmel.® (JEHUSAIEN FOST 20.11.81) The KUSTHRALIA ISREL EVIEW
of Melbourne (17.7.81) noted with anxiety two anti-Israel anti-Jewish expressions by
Anglican churchmen in justralia, both of which were repudiated Ly official church bodies
in conversations with Jewish leaders.

AMERICH AND TH JEWISH COLITUNITY

In a nine-part scries of articles on contemporary fmerican life, ent%t}[eé‘; ;’AGIH%%C%]{E-:'H‘T“’ '
Eliyahu Salpeter of "HAAHETZ" touchos also on farious aspects of tixe-c36w1gh%%€fneL in

the U.S.A. One article deals entirely with "the Electronic Church" (2¢.11.81), with
reference made to Fat Hobertson, Oral Rolerts and Jerry falwell., "I'wo of the basic
treits of the electronic church are the Fundamentalistic character of the message and
the centrality of the preacher's porsonality," the correspondent writes. "Tpe message
is simplistic and based on & literal interpretation of the Bible, rcferences to which
are presented as sdcquate responses to the complex personal and social problems of peop™
living at the end of the 20th Jentury. Type preacher is a porsonality with charisme who.
in place of the treditional popular fmerican preachments of fire and bLrimstone, win sou
by means of smiles and sonetimes entcertainment, whoss function is to create a2 loyal
following of viewsrs no lecss than to convinee people to respent." Tpe article describ:-
the workings of the variocus networks, the issues presented, the impact on the country
and political and other interactions with "the electronic church." Tye writer concludc:
that the "phenomenon is not likely to disappesr quickly from the scene. The electronic
church is integrated into the mass elcctronic culture (of America) and will apparently
remain a part of the religious—-and political--expericnce of the U.S,A."

In an artiele headed “HOW MIXY JEWS HEnaIN?® (4, 12.81) the writero f the series discusnes
the problem of Jewish identity and survival in fmerics against the background of "right-
wing" religious and politicel "Fundementalism", prosperity and sssimilation into fmeyir-n
society, widespread intermarriage, low birth rates of Jewish familics =and an alleged

zero growth rate of the Jowish population during the pzst quarter—century, lack of
Jewlsh social and religious motivation and the rise of conpeting ethmic minorities
(especially Opiental Apericans from the Far Eastdfoa8s$ i pping Jews in the academic world.
The active Jewish community is "apprehensive about scgments of the New Right degenerating
into right-wing extremism and antisemitism, whercas, as supporters of Isracl, they feel
obligated to right-wing BEvangelical movewents who are now an important mainstay of pro-
Israel support in Americani ublic cpinion, whils at the seme time the y have rescrvatione
and fears about Christian Fyndanentzlism, which they view as & threat to the separaticn
of religion and state, one of the foundations of the cquality and flourishing of Americe
-_Iewry. " Mast Jows in fmerica, the writer ciaims, are troubled by the close ties bebi-oi,
fev. @crry Falwell and P.M. Fenahem Begin, because it identifies Isrscl with "right-winge
reaction™ politically and religicusly and negatively affects their perception as bagic.-
ally 1ib eral in polities and recligion,

.In a furtker erticle entitled "THE RIGHT 46D TE JEWS" (6.12), the writer describes thi
: n—;:l'aﬁ onship, as viewed by the Jews, &n terms of the
- bim-but suspect him, " although mere and more there is
ey remain apbivalent. The Juwish comrunity share
enain L -nt.  Jowis _shares
_suc_hf:lb th‘: t_)nakdown of families, rising crime, economic disruption, the new quota oy«
in uantfg'l"SltleS_r-,. lt_r.ih.i"v’-“}\_f_\rc:n_.-.r__uf black and chicane minoritics), At the same time e is al-
o 2 e _.‘;:- ] :.:"‘}':-1... x - R £ T to e
- concerned about bringing the Bitle tack into the public schools along with morning prayc- -
fog = = P i i : e .
F_.ov%é'xj_)'nlaang gll‘llnL_lSttO rarochial scheols, 2 nd obove all, the aim ef the "meligious rightr
] ristian Atlerica in the pla 2 se 5 1 i : o
who is not a Christian is lislle +a Y s condaaT Aprica. - 'In such an, fmerica anye-:

0 1s n : ave sccond-class citirenship, ® Te
discussion of "the exclusivencss ofthe ryndarentalist world vic;wI Whic 1-“%11501111:%"18 2

sharpest expression about a ycar ago when R,v. Beiley Spith romerked in one of his Seihohs

' ; £ 2 - o L0 S
that 'God does not 1}51:‘-;--1'1 to ’Cl‘l grayers of the Jews.' Tpe remarks, made in a theologien)
context, became a shibtboleth in the debate among Jews about the stand to take with moe

'~ rablinic saying: "Hespcs.
an attitude of respect, however -
many of the concerns of the "pew 17~

respect
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to the Mew idght in general.™ In the c:rici; efforts were made to bridge the gap Letwoen
the Southern Baptists and the Jewieh esta'blié;m-nt , and fer the first time a Jew wac
_imri_tc-;d to present a message Lefore the Baptist Convention while sev.ral right-wing
ﬁ_rel_igious leaders were invited to aduress scveral Jewish organizations. There are
now three basic positions within the Jewish comtunity: (a) [pe liberals (represented
by Rabli krthur Schindler, President of the feform fonregations) who see the Right
Las a grave tliieat-to "Ymutual tAlerance, civil libertics, human rights and.social jus-
tiee, " and finally a factor in the rise of antisemitisn, and’ Jews ought to join forcew
- with those opposing the "New Right." Tye imerican Jewish Congress sham:s similar ideor.
(1) The American Jewish Connsiitﬁ_-'-c,, on the oth:r hand, . yroposes a middle way which
would avoid total identification with the New Aight, religious or politieal, but would
- take a stand vis-?_a—vi:sleach group within it in the light of its attitude towards the
Jews and towards Isrncl. (c) The Anti-Tefemation league of B'Nai Brit" telieves that
Jews must accept ‘the fact of the growing power of the New Right in American socicty,
cand one rust work to moderate its cxtremist vicws in mattire of religion and Church-—
State issues. -The "Leaguc " is the refore one of the main Jewish organizations engaged
in dialogue with "the Moral Majority" wovement and "the E lectronic Church, "

There can be no doubt that their deronstrative support for Isrsel heo chanied-the
attitude of Jews significently to the "New Right." Their support for Israel stems

- from tleir literalist intlf_-:-;rpro tation thet Fundamentalists give to the Holy Seri ptures,
God promised the Land to ib abian, ‘and this is de_cisive for them. Tre restoration oi
Israel and the r®irn of the Jews to thelr horeland are stages in the fulfilmernit of
rrophecy, amd the bLeliecvers are commanded to advance this fulfilment., But beyond
these two stoges of prophecy fulfilment there is a third stsge on the way to the

last days; namely that the reople of Isrecl are to repent and receive Jesus ag theiv
Messiah. About this mection of prophctic ideology Jewlsh leaders prefer not to Sponk
publicly in erder not to spoil rv lations with the religious right, btut it is troub s
soue and worfy:'gng be&:'at_h the surface. Nor is the Fundarentalist faith marginal in
fmerican socie ty,. - Gallup found in a recent poll that 40% of the fmerican public be-
lieves that one shoull intc rpret the Hebrew Bille and the Hew Testanent according tr
their plain meaning, -while 300 of the puvlic defines itself as "pewmitent=" (probablr
the: writer's equivalent to "torn a¢ain” TRAKSL, ) This comprises a vast reservoir of
‘active or potential support for Isrmel, which may not indesd be concentrated on the
centrece of power or within the re¢ular media stmct:_:rus,'but:_.?m element which has de.-
vedleped alternative mesps of COH:L."IJ.fliC"—JthIl and its own political clout. 1In its pro— -
sent situstion, Isresl cannot forego its access to tens of willions of sympathizers anc
supporters in the U,S8,4. notwithstanding the faet thet close tics with the religsious
and political New Kight irritate sicniticant elements in the Jewish corcmunity and in
the non-Jewish litcral elite, Isrocl must therefore take into account thre® factors
in order to gein marimal benefit informationally (and perhaps political 1y agmll) from
the New Right: (a) Recognize that for the nlipious right, the pl‘osikrity and security
of Israel is not an end in itself tut only an instrument toward the advanccment of & -
Christian objective of tostablisking the kingdom of Jesus upon the earth. {b) Recognire
that not all tiw Right is pi’@—Isrr«;cl, and in the nonreligious rig_-:hi arTe many power
bloes with extensive interest in the frab world o ncouraging pro-Lreb policies in Wash-
ington. (03 Be aware of the changing demographic situation within the imerican Jowish
comunity which affoct igs ties (or access) to the Right in the econosic ﬁtirid, and e
are Leeoming su becrvient to the right wing political establishrent, thus weakening
their ability and will to withstand it on Jewish issucs, '

In t ke eoncluding article of the séries (?.12), the writer notes, among other thin, =.
that despite the foct that there are tens of millions of Lorme-again believers who dai
listen in to the Fundamentslist preache ps, t}'l{;-'n; reraing a great openness to hundrode o
strance religions and seets, from the idolatrous ltf to the traditional religions of
Asla, and beside the _trr_ec;litional Averican piomsur%f}llng, there cxists an unpmc.:ede:nt_.-{:'
Treadine se te meke oswzntatious displays of wealth and luxury,

An artiele insert within the context of the series includes = briof review of the pro.-
Isracl Christian film “AriIES OF GOLD" (6,12) produced by Crosscroads Christian Coneperi. -
entions, "It would he hard to find in th: USA more dedieated and more efficient proo- .
gondists for Isrecl t}'mHlﬁ&ﬁtfl“iﬁg:ﬂiﬁlﬁ}?g%s," the writer notes. Llso reported is 1.

Fat Hobertson's remarks before the Apti-Lefamat League 'fai it i 5l
o be 8 7 2 befor Faptd-lelamation league of B'hai Brit in toler
at whieh he remarked thet ™n my considered opinlon, there is & valic mand:(’%%c- in

the Old and New Testaments for the restoration of Isracl to the Holy Lzand, and T te--
lieve that most Evange lical Christians sharc this belief...The clear intention of our
Lord Jesus was thot Jewish national sovereignty over Jerusalem would be a sign of his -

torical transition which would lead to an era of everlastinge peace which we eall the
last days,n
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JiuWISH PosYRR: V. BLIIRY SMITH ARLIVES.- A& photo story in :‘}L’udi'o_t" (8. 12.81)_ Shows-_
Nev, Bailey Gmith, rresident of the osouthern Baptist Convention, U.S.L., shaking hano .
with Isrsc1i President Yitzhak NWavon, under the caction: "Jewish prayers do not rsach
heaver.," an expression which svirred up a storm last year. The minister has now anii«
in Isrsel at the head of a leadership seminar to tour the country under the spansorship
of the Anti-Defamation ILecague, and the group met with the President.

K1SSION CAPTIVES: Under this heading "YEDIOT" (4.12) reported that the "Committee Tox
the Redemption of the Jewish I1l from the Torments of Grace at the hands of Strangevs’
is \-.rorkin%hthrgu_'lﬁut Jerusalem, the purpose of its ultra-orthedox members being to
"rescue Jewls 1?1(1‘% pgo ple from dying beside idolatrous graven images qnda%n%f;ﬁbﬁtg
Comnittee, whose address is POB 5652 Jerusalem, has recently published mix@u{mx&i ar_]tl_.-'
propaganda which declare: IFor the unfortunate sickly aged thers is no Jep;1§11 hospital
in the city, and they must be forced as captives into the hands of t he hospitals of
the missionary clergy in tie city, which is supported by the funds collected during
their religious rites for the poor and sick Jews of Jerusalem." The committee, whilc
acknowledging the warm and humane aid provided by the clergy to the Jewish sick, arc
demsnding that proper hospitalization Le provided to every Juw requiring it in Jewish
hospitals and in the hyglenic and humane conditions which are standard and sccepted.

Th

CHRISTNAS THEES: - The u'ltra-orthodo}: "Hamodiya" vents its displeasum (R.lQ.Hl) on. tlhe
Jewish Nationsl Fund, which gathers muney in synagogues, and is not oniy going to cup -
ply the Christian community with trees for their rites, as it has for the past 22 yuuo-
b ut is extending this "ecustom" this year to the UN soldiers, its institutions,:é’ﬁt_
sies, so that trees i mplanted by good Jews who belicved they werc contributing to the
restoration of the Land of Isracl, will make their way to Syria, Lebanon, Egypt, for
various Ul units, Is anything more grotesque than this? the writer exclaims. Jews .-
supplying Christmas trees to Christians for a day when Jews were once foresd to corice .’
themselves from the wrath of their Christian neighbours, and now Jews are making thi-
kindo f gesture to them. Indeed, the Jewish National Fund is a clcarly Zionist instiv
ment, and thus the Zionist idea cclebrates its victory! _ .
BETHIEEEN: JERUSAIEM POST (2.12) reports that, @6kite y  fension ardsing .4 o .
recent demolition of houses to adjacent Beit Sahur, it will Le a peaeeful Christmaz

in Bethlehem, according to Mayor Elias Freij, with choirs from Burope and the USA ex--
pected as in previous years to sing in Manger Square on Chris tmes eve,

TRIBUTE TO DR. PARKES: The London "Jowish Chronicle™ (27.11) reported a crowded memo © -
meeting in Westminster Cathedral Hall under the auspices of the Council of Christians
Jews, paying tribute to the late Rev. Dr. James Farkes. Bishep Geo. fppleton, former
Anglican Bishop of Jerusalem, British Cl}ic—:_f_ii’abbi Sir I, Jakobovits, and othe v relicioyu .
lesders took part, as well as Up. Parkes' widow. Tre same day the "Chronicle" mporicde
the presence of Irish Chie¥ Rabii Lavid Rosen as guest of honour at the anmual prize- .
giving cerecmony at Wesloy Collcge, the ITish fethodist Church's prestigious Dublin z-hs-".

USA ANTISEMITISM: £ lengthy featurc article in the JERUSLIEM POST (4.12) reports thai™
some recent surveys peint.tn a marked decline in antiscuutism in the USA, but there are
alse dsturbing indications of a change in climate, with facters like anti-Zionism o
sidered a potential tHlP'&QQ/ leg-?g]?‘t"J“"‘_adantiscmitism.‘

ESENES & CHRISTIANITY: Magen Broshi, curator of the Isrsel Museum's Shrine of the Lo
believes that the Scrolls indicate a link between the Bssencs and early Christianity.
"We now kmow that much of Fauline Christianity that followed primitive Christianity -z
derived from Essecne circles," he states. "Scme parts of the Epistles of ¥Yaul and Johr.
read almost like quotations from th: Dead Sea Serolls." He also believes there is *
clear theolepical link in such matters 3% the doctrine f predestination, the sharing
of property, and that raul was influenccd by the Essenes of the Diaspora ra.'thc-r thon

by those in Eretz Yisracl. (J'ILM FOS®, 1%.11,81) K

GHSEk QTHOLIC ARCHBISHOF: Iutafi Laham has been formally appointed Archbishop of Jer 9.
lcm, Jaffa, Cacsarca and the West Bank, taking up the plsce of Hilarion Capuccei, coraE
gun-runner for the PIO in 1974, who was rvleased and deported in 1977, Tt bate, 3w

CHRISTILN IDENPTIY: It is very distressing that cven the seareh for religion among :
ooviet Jews wvery _often ends in a tlind Jewlsh chauvinism and a terrible isolation whi-h
has nothing to do with the mainstresm of Judaism, The wain reason for this, besides the
intolerance already mentioned, 18 slso complete relicious i : b o
0le ¢ already me One: 150 comy > Yelig S lgnorance., One ca s0 obs, .
a limited Chfistian identity among Soviet fkr:ws, which was also based on & he Islama;:l; e
religious intolerance, (SOVli—,‘-t Imuigrant & scholar Mikhail Agursky, JLM POST, 17.11.87°
; y LT,
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