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CHRISTIANS PRO-ISRAE L . abgut th o
Two ?Engt}ur feature articles by Professor A. Harel Flsc?frecen% Christian upsurge

; ; =
of support for Israel and the Jews have appeared in the Independent daily "HAAB?:T.Z
and the National Religious Pertydaily "HATSOFEH". A summary and excerpts follow:

"HAARETZ" (7.4.82) "W SPIRIT IN CHRISTIAR WORLD": The axlzzic;elchar?citzrigs I:nhzs
; i 1 storation of the peo of Israe
ﬁgvggﬁ‘g:lisa;nﬁn:h.;gh ngsggesntzziargf {‘éheir faith. "lei gppears, huwever, the':t our
‘own attitude toward them is quite reserved." 2 description follows gf the writer's
impressions of last year's "Christian Feast of Tabernacles™" spor}somd by the Inter-
national Christian Embassy. "There wss no guile here, no hypocrisy whatscever. These
were ordinary folk, rank-and—file Christians, who had discovered in Zion a faith
content which gave meaning to their lives." Fisch complains that, notwithstanding
 the internationaYrange of participation, the representatives from top echelons of
Israeli society, including the Prime Minister, the coverage of the event on some
30 TV stations throughout Europe and North America, "it would be hard to say that
this tremendous event was absorbed into our cynsciousness,?

"T am not speaking of the followers of Rabbi Kahsne who distribe wed nOtlcistiutiiz
denouncing 'the Mission'. Mr. Wilhelm van der Hoeven =i i in charge o e r-
national Christian Embassy in Jerusalem, proclaimed .to the COI‘D‘.?E%WIIOGr to the sound
of loud laughter'and cheers from the audience: 'Yes, we are mssloname; Ftiechon_'
ducting a mission in our home countries on behalf of Israel and on beha ) ews.
He called upon the participants from the USA to return home and to w:m conv?rts"for
Israel's position (during the controversy over the AWACS sale to Sal}dl-A:f‘abla?. .
Neverthéless, there was minimal coverage of the event in the Israeli mdla;'_llkemse,
the pro-Isrsel film, "AFPPIES OF GOLD", screened by the Embassy late? 01'1, "w1ll_1 3-_1‘3P&—
rently not be seen by the Israeli public because it e simply teo 'Zl.ol.'llst for us.....
I detected no missionary tendencies in +»~ £L1D, nor even many Christian symbols..."

IR L, S ~ive a’t;-oui_: the new pm-’-lsrael Cm-i?tian ph?nomer..lon-to
govare1 oo 0T8: "It seems as if there are some kl_nds of feelings of inferiority:

W aven't accustomed to think of ourselves in terms of greatness, and certainly not
in terms of religious mission--in %erms common to pro-Isracl Evangelicals, for whom
the State of Israel heralds a cosmic redemption. ™ Secondly, a "psychological brake"
is at work, the memory of past experience with the Christian church, ‘its silence dur—
ing the Holocaust, its reserved stance during our wars with the Arabs. Beyond this,
"there is also the sense of strangeness on the theological-spiritual level. The Jew—
ish instinct has always shrunk from the soubre symbols of the Church...the bleak Sun-
day (of American Puritanism) devoid of joy, in contrast to our Sabbath delight; and
at the cord of their faith is the Crucified one, signifying the dead God, not the
living God; they emphasized the happiness promised the righteous in the world to come
and rot redemption in this world. However, the most difficult residue from the past
for us is the remembrancg of the Christian-Evangelical attitude towards the Jews as
- bearers of the curse (according to Stephen in the Lets of the Zpostles). All this
has sunk deeply into our consciousness as Jews, whether we are religious or not. "

Now there scems to be an entirelynew situation; he writés;- ."almost & new religion, and

we are not sufficiently aware of the remwal in Eva licalism cially in the i
~the difference hetWeenythe g‘id Plu-:Ltanr?.am and ‘t%e EI}%gng'e?.icalis?nsg% toda;y;,ll'l'a zh'ﬁevgﬁﬁi

tionary change." The Glad Tidings Churches, for examplé , emphasize .Joy "in contrast
to the traditional Puritan sombrencas.™ They ,also promote joyful song and send their
choirs to Israel annually to sing before cifizens and soldiers, and are now raising

- funds for the establishment of a Jewish kibvutz in Galilee, "not a kibbutz for Chrig~
irans but for members of the Kibbutz Artsi movement." Although there are many "varia-
tions and nuances within this new Christian camp” (and they include non-gvangelical
Catholics and Pmtestants), it is "the right-wing EVangelicals (who) are today the
dynamic element in this front. RabLbi Yehiel Eckstein is right when he states in the
‘Teport he prepared for the fpti-Defamation League: 'Tye Evangelical Right is today pro-

bably the most active element working for Israel..and the Christian group most involved
in behalf of Israel," a 2 ; :

?'he theo.lggical pustions within this "'bmad and many-faceted camp of Isrseli supporters"
is not fully crystalized; partly because much of the movement © derives its strength
from the electronic ministry, and then the leaders are "engaged more in reacting to the
pmblem? of the times than én theological principles.” Nevertheless, people like F,
Littel (author of "CRUCIFIXION OF THE JEWS") and the Catholis Rosemary Reuther & the
Methodist Roy Eckhardt, in their writings, have been developing a thesis about the

centrality of Ispgel int he redemption o "ir i i
: inthe rede #eSs "in the historical-temporal lane, " which
1s also part of classical Christian belief (Sce Romans, chapter 1i} g I(DMOHJ

. o
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Byt now there is a relationship to what is teking place in our immediate surroundings.
Tyhe drama of redemption is focusing on t. he central events which have tuuched the peo-
ple of Igreel in our generation. 5

The "earthliness" of cf;nfe:mpurary pn;—Is'ra-fg:l Christianity, even when comple tely un-
sophisticated, stands in contrast to that of H‘»i_dolph Bultmann and hi.;—: followers, which
sought to empty Opristianity of every trace of carbhliness or historicity,.according

to which the .Christian is only cuncerned with his inrer spiritual life. The ¥ndement-
alists take:the Biblg as it is written in relation to the promises to the people of
Isracl, Jerry Falwell, "Mgral Majority" leader, declares that his support for the

Jows stems from the fact that 'I take sericusly the literal significance of the covenant
between Alraham and God, in which it is written: "I WILL BIESS THEM THLT BLeSS THEE

AND T WILL VRS THEK THAT CURE THE," While this attitude towards SCripture is not
a new ore, its application is quite revolutionery. TNese leaders are well-talanced
and eircumspect, and some have excellent cuntacts with the Jewish comminity in the
fight ageinst antisemitism. Neverthele ss, cooperation tetween Christian Eyangelicals
and Jews is not easy, lecause of the traditicnel anxic ties of American J.ws and many
Isrrelis abtout the Right, ospecially the religioas Right. (BND AKTICIE HLLRETZ)

Writing -in. D{?g}ﬁff%giuus Party daily, Fisch opens with an . . analysis of ‘the alk gedly -
ambivalaﬂt_-at-hi’tudelg .the New Testament tu the Jows: "There has always been a theolog-
ical tension Lotwien® ﬁs‘“ﬁﬁ%ﬁsmn Cpurch and the Jowish people. If we judge from the

New Testament itself, the J_wish people is altermately a subject of blessing and of
cursing, but it is impossible to be indifferent toward them, " (. comparison is made
of Stephen's words in fets 7 and Faul's writing in R.mans 11:2, 26.) "One " cannot eseape
the ciear conclusion that sslvation comes from Isracl and is cimed at Isracl. Tyis

is art- of clascical Christianity. De J.w has a central rvle, whether for gocd or for
evil, in t he @xocess cf salvation, " _
There frill_c';-ws a threc-parsgraph survey of the Jewish response to the classical Chrig— .
tian position: Studicd Non~-Te spense Joining frrees with libefels smd secularists:

in seeking a modus vivendi which would avoid theclogical confrontation; and support of’
the ideal of scparation of religion and Btate. The extrem: disappointment with secular—
liberalism in t he West, appesring like a mask for a Faustian controct with the Devil
for déifying Man, has led to a turning point in the West with a crucial confruntation = -
b etween religious/secular Literalism and mligious @unscrvatism over family issues,
pornography, atortion, crcetionism. Inis has often trought: them into conflie t with
.Powerful ssctions in the libteral Jewish cetavlishrent which has identificd with the
secuh rists and thoological literals in America, especially, Neve rtheless, some Jewish
estall¥ hment groups, Lut not many, have taken measures to dialogue with conservative
EVangelical groups because of their strong pro-Isracl position. £ number of examples . -
of pro-Isresel Cpristian activity ar given, and. the article concludes with two descrip-
tions of special note: Tye Oristian Feast of Taternacles organized Ly the Ipternational
Christian Embassy, and the dcmonstration of solldarity by the Cyristian group mpaun

in the USL in support of Israel. "W must adapt oursclves to this new situation of a
pro-lert acl Jyristianity, cvalunte it properly, and in no way rejcct wutright this great
amount. of ‘support for the people of Israel." (END "HLTSOESHN ARTICIE 9.4.82)

PETH SHALOM AGLINST YAML'Y' WITHDRAWAL: Brief articles apposred in "MALKIVY [@as) o
and "H&TSOFEH" (14.?) about Wym Malgo's movement "B:th Spalom" which claims 200,000 )
members in opposdtion to the withdrawal from Sinai, including full-page adverts in
the Helrew press. Moshe Yud in "HATSOEGH" (28, 3) suggests that they advertise in 5 g
Eurvpe & the US4, wl}ertz they might influence "Jews of the type of Rruno Kmié.i:y', the Au-

strian Cparcellor who encourages Igracl'g eremies,., " "ISR4hL RLCHRICHIEN, TELAVIV™
(12.3)__a1_su printed o Lrief news report about the movement, o

U-8. BVANGELICKLS: 4 full-pege foature articlofRa TS wekend "JEHUSLIEN PGSTY (16.4)
under the hcading "STESSING TIR FUNDLMENTALS " by Geoffrey Wigoder, following a lecture
tour by the writer to Evangelieal groups there, eXploring their attitudes to Jews & Israel.
A bricf news story alout pet fotertson, "a staunch supporter o f Israel Loth. off and on .,
the U.S, TV sci‘:een“', -appeered, in the "POST" (7.4) conce rning his‘ support for -tlwm-artis;‘:s_?
gallery in the. foyer of the Jerusalem Theatre fur the coming year. A rews story in the .~
"POST" (16-.3) aluut Christian tour promoter ¢ ix John Noseworthy on his hundredth visit
to Isracl who works among tre Christian churches. ;. festure "POLT" article (6.4)._ was:
hoaded "P.L.0, WOOS U.3, CHRISTLAES" by Leon Hadar/N.Y, Correspondent, and dealt mainly -
with a controversy in S.attle, 1‘-’:‘15{1- which sparked tensions bLetween Jews and Liberal -

ristiians and impruved relation Sk sE o elien : A Ve > o
E%glish att he I-Ir,l‘.gew Uniwzl*;ity ?'fmm I;Eih%tﬁ:r)qm:;iil;f?iﬂmg {irséea%t}%sifﬁgghl gg{é'k)ifsh-
ment for having "brought this particulsr misfortune upon themselves, ™ (16.4) MORE
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BAPTIST TREASURE BHUNTERS: A4 group offngxam Baptists spent two months :Lglthehiggediag
D*ese'r’c as an archaecclogical team trying tc -locate sacred vessels allege Y y
sectaries of Qumran following the destruction of the C[\_emplg——or descn‘ped in the
Bronze Scroll found in Qumran in a cave.. A vVeleran Isracli e'irchaeo_luglst aécompany-
ing them, however, decided that the search could no1‘: be continued ‘r:ecaus?. of the N )
dangers o life in reaching the cave in a very precipitous arca. ("DAVAR" 6.4/OMER 15.4

‘ DENISH-CHRISTIAN WILL: A Danish Christian woman has left 42,762 dollars as a legacy
to the Shaarei Zdck Hospital in Jerusalem. The Danish Govt has agreed to forego 2/8
of the Inheritance Tax due un t he legacy becauss of its humanitarian aim,

GERMAN VOLUNEERS: The work of a group of Germans with = streng Luthe ran background
who '.ha\re abandoned the Church because of their disappointment with its response to
Wazism during the period of the Third Reich is descrited in a 1%_—page feature pub-
lished in "HAKBETZ" (26.3). Ied by Gunther Gottschalk, bom during World Wer Two,
and raised in a sirict and active Christian environment which involved much Church
_-and wlunieer work, they have Ceveloped a strong identification with Isracl, and
 worked wonders in the Galilean town of Migdal (the home of Mery Magdalene). Working
i -among the aged, the retarded; families, they have revitalized the sleepy town. They
express much bitterness about the Church's failure during the Nazi period and a {;Ieat
love for the Jews and a desire to help Igrael%gi ractical ways. Gottschalk hayrried
snother German volunteer and they have,xx a tdmily of five in Isreel,

MISSIONARY ACTIVITY .

"PROTE STANT BCUMENIST SAYS CHRISTIANS SHOULD REFRAIM FROM 'CCERCIVE PROSELYTISM OF JEWS'™
The heading of an article appearing in the JEWISH JOURNAL (BHOOKLYN_ NY) on 30.310,81,
waich quotes Dr. Krister Stendshl, Professor & Formmer Dean at Hayvard Divinity School
and Chairman of the WCC Consultation on the Church & Jewish People, Dri. Stendahl

told a group of Jewish leaders at a session of the Arerican Jewish Committee's Executive
Council Mecting that the "Guldelines fur Jowish-Christian Dialogue admonish Christia ns
and Churchdd $7ok Sooe reive proselytism" of Jews and other non-Christians, urges the
Church to "preach and teach the Gespel as to make sure it cannot e used against the
Jewish people," points out the need for the State of Isrmel to exist in security and
peace; and 1s of paramount importance in any dialogue with Jewsy " T,

"E EIOUS__P?_D? 510 MISSTONARIES ACTIVE IN ISKAEL", 2 two-page rundown of missicnary
activity/ 4 the VBIEN Yo dmuIsH 1EyTy (BUFFALO, WYy 10:9.81) as seen  through the
Jaundiced eyes of "Yad L'4him", the anti-mission suciety, "It's somctimes dangerous!"
the informant claims,to fight "the Mission, " (sie?)

'"VOICE OF HaIFa" (4 Supplerent of '"WEDIQT AKHROWOT ") reports on "MESSIANIC MERCHANDISE v
CN THE STERETS OF LAIFS: Attractive young women knock on the doors of residents, offer-
ing free of charge holy bucks in which it is written, for example: ™A man of Jewish na-~
tionality has no right to be called a Jew unless he hag berscnally joined the Messianic
stream whose source is in the Messish himself (Jesus). (Yosef Galilee, Reporter, 12.2.82)

The feature article goes on to describe the "merchandising" of Messianic teaching by

means of book sales and invitations to Gospel meetings, "With the curtos ty of a reporter
and an invitation I arrived at the appointed hour at "Bethesda", A small hall 8x19 metres,
modest furnishings, a shelf of books and casette tapes, facing the Church was one lone
declaration: “ESUS WILL SAVE OUR PEUPIE FROM TIEIR SINS..." (No pictures or images of
Jesus or Mary), £t the centre of the hall were sume 60 chairs upon which were scated '
en and women : : age 40 plus and a few children, singing hymns in Hebrew, ancld woman
accompanying the worshippers on the pianc, all being led by the veteran believer Yitzhak
(Senya) Hasilov, whom I knew as achild at the Nesher school where we both studied

I sat amung the worshippers atout 1% hours as my curiosity increased. I tried to guess
who was Jewish among them, When time for the sermon came, about ten of the worshippe rs
gathered in a commer of the chapel for its translation into English. The guest preacher
spoke in Ryssian as Senya translated his words into fluent Hebrew from the ‘pulpit, -
Ii_; appears that most of the worshippers understood ang spoke Hebrew. | Tpe meetingended
with light refreshments and a request that some of the free literature be taken "for
friends alse”; among which ware titles like "TIE MAN FROM NA ZARETH, " "TEE HOLY SCRIFTUR: S
FOR CONTEMPORARY Jg WS+ TWHAT IS 4 JEW?" and othe rs, I leafed through this last booklet

and found written thercin: "k man who is of Jewish nationality has no. right to be callegd
a {Icw unless he has Personally juined the Messianie stream whose source is the Messiah
himself (Jesus), People appruached me, shook my hands like cld friends...full of smiles. ..
everyone. One of them was Hanen, 34 years old, a "Wehudi Moghihinw (Messianic Jew or

Hebrew Christian), as he defired himself. 4 native Israeli, an engineer, graduate (MOEE)
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of the Techhion', a sabra like any cther....rt first he enthusiastically cutlined his
faith btefore me, but after I convineed him, that vne sermon wos enough for me that
evening.' and thet I had come as & writer and not as_:a teliever "un the way", he agreed
' to te.il me his story,. interlarding his remerks froum time to time with quotations from
the 0ld and New Testoments as proof that "the hand of God was upon his way,"
oM was. married to 2 believing Danish wowen in Isrscl and we have Five children. Ve
lived fora lout six years in Denmark ncar a Christian ("I\';'essianic't L school,
The: t?élia:vé'rs the e demonstrated great love and understoending. Some of ‘_chg:m had onee
been eddicted to di‘u.gé and were delivercd thanks to their faith. £lthough T owams
looked upon &s a hard nut to crack, Ifclt a change taking place in me.I tummed tc?
the Chief Rabli of Zermark =nd asked him to send me phylacteries (after telling him
all), which he sent me free of charge. I put thew on each momning for about a half-
yYear cven though prior to that I had not iteen observant, Finally, I felt that I
was born agein and that I believe with all Ly heart that Jesus is our Messiah,

“T and my wife are Jews and rt-gistemd_ in our decunents as Jewish, My parcnts
"-n:':ccived_ all this with very miﬁce;d feclin s but were finally reconciled to the situ—
 ation, I don't shout this on the streets, but if people ask re I don't coneeal it.

" I served in the Army and now I'm in tie Reserves like everyone else. I have almost
noe ‘vrollems with the other Feservists. I feel thet I'm a completed Jew and an Israeli
who is willing to give his all for my homeland Isrsel,"™ Thus far the wonds of Hanan..

Mother young man who refused to give his name was happy to tell me how he rejoiced
to avenge himself in this way of the State for the proferential tmatment_ new immig—
rants had received over him... e ' L

I asked Rasilov who were these people and was thiir activity of a missicnary nature?
He replicd that the congregation mumbered some 30, most of thern Jewish believers,

- the othurs being gussts who had come to listen to the preacher, including "the vengc-
ful young wan®, There arc among them craftsmwen, physicisns, engineers, and their
Sfamilices, MBvery believer is an emissary (n;is'siéfariary). This is purc Messianic ac-
tivity designed to uring people to the recognition of their Heavenly. Fath - r and his
Messenger, Jesus the Messish, The econgregation is registered as a non-profit suciety
and operates according to the law, " according to Senya,

"Iy Haifa a numier of todies exist whose 2in is to prevent and limit the operation of
verious missionaries. Such = socicety is "igudet ghic gerM hoaded by Mr, Mishkovsky.
The largcst of them is "Yaq L'shim. " fecording to Ben-Finhas, their spoke smen, there
is in Isrecl "Thc Law of Conversion® which has yot to stond th- test of reelity: The
spirit of the law requimss that it be furbidden to engage in or Propoess conversion in
,exchangef,@r eny material bencfit or otherwise., The Yay is enfa ced by the police, wut

~a citizen must first cumplain and ‘bring evidenece that ary such attempt has been made
to change his religion in exchange for naterial benefits...Is the: giving of innocent
children's books within the purvicw of the law? :

Ben-Finhas adds: "The Meegsianic nov emnts rcceive from abroad vast suns sf money
which '3.1;- distriluted aneng various denuminstions. . Tung of propaganda literaturm ore
‘Bent Ly post to Isr: lis _f_mir,-. abuut 50 postbexes in Isracl or by means of menbers of
kongregations which' cooperate. They ere aluut to purchase a building on the Carmel
for the purpose of ¢xpanding the ir activitivs as well 28 a clinic which' is at the
disposal of Dr, Pokroy,* ' physician at tre Rothsechild Hospital whe is very sctive

in this congregation." ety o : : :

With all the p._‘réﬂ;nf:ive artions teken by the organization "Yad L*Arin", publiecity,
leetures, recruitrent of young.pcuple, mainly in the ultra~orthodox cormunity, vigor
ous ectivitics in various clubkouses to forestsll their running after a1l kinds of
 Messianies, " they remain inadequate to cope with such a well—argaxﬁzed appare tus
with sc meny means & t their disposal, Tpe hope of Ben-Pinhas is that Jows from all
strata of sceicty who necd spiridual aid, or those who have Ueen persuaded or troutled

by the missionaries, will not'h_elsitate to approach theif~ sreganization in Haifa,
on Behov Beitar, 2, {phore given), END ARTICIE, "

- "CHRI> TLEK MESSEANIC & CTS H&VE CHOSEN THE KIRIYOT (HL1FL Ba 7.SUBURBS) LS 4 FOCUS
_IOR MISSICNARY ACTIVITY: & LIOUS INCHELSE IN MISSION ACTIVITY IM THE KIKRIYQT, v

(HRYD BAKIRIYOT" 19,3,82)  Shlowo Ltvamovitz. I reoent months there hes been a
slgnlflc,ant_ inecrease in Christian rigsionary activity in the Kiriyot, This ‘Bypears
f rom a comprehensive invcs_tigf—-:tiorz cundueted by this ‘papcr., Checking cut the verious
claims:uf‘ arca residents, it appears that various missionary sccts have do cided to
Cunq;ntmt&tﬂ: ir activities in this ana because of its special &eil!a_:-g.raphic (MOEE )



UCCI NEWS CLIPS ' 16 CTIONS No. 101 . . | PAGE FIVE

structure which provides a convenicnt base fur their operations. The increase of ac-
tivities is expressed mainly in the distribution of explanatory material and J}nvitations
to lectures on the subject-of "faith" to hundreds of locel resident. s, Likewise, the
distribution of seemingly immocent literature dealing with physical and mental heslth
has been noted,. b ut between tke lines lurk proposals to believe in Yeshua the Messiah
(Jesus). In t he tourse of this investigation clulc—ln;—n's—:-‘._;-;aoks were also dlgcovemd

in which Jesus appears as the Uinal deiiverer who succeeds in rescuing the literary .
hemes in difficult stiaite, 45 analysis of the written material reaching local regi-
dents reveals that at least fifty addresses in Isrsel are source 8 of the explanatory
material for persuading people Lo join the various Chris tian Messianic sects..

In addition to t he written wsterial the sects conduct o varie ty of missionary activi-
ties such as: Iuvitations t¢ recligious lessons, lecturcs and stalls in public places.
Some of the setis alen make "aouse calls" at varicus addresses and try to exploit the
econcmic s tvation or the menial conditicn of residents in order to persuade them to
change their relision or i Join a Mess.anie sect. - It has been made clear without a
doubt that some of the scets even financd emigration fewom Israel - .7~ _and these
Israelis arc obliged to convert to Christianity as soon as they arrive in t he country
to which they have cmigm'.tmd. The "fad L'ihin" organization, which is fighting mission-
ary activity Ior yeors, relates that many nission activists study in theological schools
ways of convi neing people o comver:, as well as studying pgychological and other tech-
niques for locatine the wulnemabie points of people and to exploit them,

LEPS

Ore of t ke cects calied Jebovah's Witnesscg" ("Aydai Hashem") works systematically
for the conversion of many citi zens. distributing their workers throughout the arca
for various operatiocn:. Onece a week they mect on Ziunism fvenue in“Haifa, report on
their activiiics and rceck yways of circwnventing varicus types of resistance....

In the area grouns 1°k: the “Tewish Christians, * "Messianic Jewish Christians? "Messi-
anic Chrietiansz, ™ "ows “or desas, ¥ "Jehovak Witnesses, " "Mourmens, " and other parent
cects are operating. These seots and aplinter groups have ‘vast budgets which core to
them from hundeds o7 placss.in + le world, along with tons of propaganda bLooks.

In all the Ghristian ico%g it ds Slressed that the conversion of a Jew is an important

comuandment of’ religion and their activists devote mich time $0 3%. This heao bwsrou Lo

into a "business® which involves rillions(in money) #nd a significant percentege rcaches
=

Isreel - thmouegh handreds f pilegrimg and tourists. ..whe use their spare time
to persuade Jews o join (Mudsiendon, fgainst this giant structure of the Missien only

a few small voluntawy oyianivations r.jpu.-r::'..t&,‘ the leader teing '"Yad L'fhim", which is very
active in this area, anl has been operating sinece the 19503.-..¢§athcring information,
infiltrating the lMission., A mcent announcerent of the organization reports that 10,000
young people and, adults hnve Joincd the vericus sects, and most wf the young people

are highlyc ducsted and intzllicen’ and persuaded to convert because o f perscnal crises.
Another area of missicnary activity is among rétarded children, with hundreds of femi—
lies turning thelir ¢hildren over to missicnary crganizations...

Meir Katz and Begelal Steiglitz of "Yad L'ihim have noted that one of the most important
areas of activity atfhe moment is the atternpt to enforce the "Conversion Law" which is
ont he books but not being enforeed. The law’ forbids cunversion in exchange for material
b enefits, . bout it ic ha=d cuforee because clear evidence must be bresented that money
or material venefits have teen offercd. Te missioraries are aided by legal counselers
~who assist them in cirovmventing the law, 4 new arsa of activity for the missionaries

is dn the kilbutzinm in the north of Isracl. The missionaries com® in as volunteers, and
after an extended stay come to know the menbers of the kibbutz, and then the "wolunteers"
tegin permiading “huse w0 ate cuffering fron personal end family ecrises, (END LKTICIE)
"CONCE RN OVE E MISSLONALC FLOVAGANDA Ol TV TRIECASTS FROM SCUTH IE BANON" (HATSOIEE 15.3)
Yews artiecle in I. LR, dally conveys cuncern of Upper Galilec Orthedox atout the new TV
station taken over by the Cpristizn B'madc.-f_-u;t:i;ng Network in 3outh Letanon, formerly owned
b y "High LZdventure Ministrieg® (I’le-'org,u 0tis). Orthodox sources have expressed surprise
'!;hat the Is_r' Peli Govt and the I.D.F. have permitted the establishment of a TV station

in South Lebancn whose aim iz to premlgate th -t}nristiahl-r_i;;;ctr'iria-. The progremswill

be heard.by tens of vhousands of Isroelis. ko ' :

"CHURCH SFEKING KJSSTAN JBW3H (JWRUSAIEM POSY: 14.3.82) 2 report by leon Hadar from
New York aboub the Rev. AkSiono7 Meciscn, z Russia n Jeowlsh convert to Christianity

who now hends the Christ Saviour Orthodox Church. in Manhattan and is "“leeply involved in
a campaign to convert Soviet Jewlsh emigrants in the USL to Christianity. Other activi-
ties of the fussian Crihodox Church fur converting Jews are also noted, including liter-
ature, Cluvs for Russisn-spc arers, sumuer camp f or children, a school,,..

Addressing the Ipterna tioral Union uf Jew’sh Journalis ts meeting in Tel-Aviv, Jewish
Agency Exec. Chairmen #nye [ulzin stated hat evidence was given to the recent (MORE)
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session of the World Conference on Scviet Jewry Fresidium in Washington that hundreds
of Sow ict Jewish'dropeuts in the U.S. & Europe have leen and sre converted to Chris-

tianity, and thet missionsries are activé': in the Wropouts" community. (NEWS BULIE TIN)
RN B i

HOLIDAY NOTIMES: -"ABWT 15,000 IN PALM SUNDAY*PHO@_&;'SIOE IN E£5T JERUSLIEM" (HALFETZ)
"GOOD FRIDLY TODAY FUR 1OST CHRISTIANS" (JERUsLLIM FOST, 9.4.82)

"PRLF SUNDLY PILGRIMAGE Oo&E RED" (JEHUSAIEM PUST, 5,4.82)

MESS LN i atyre arti caded "GUEST HOUSE WITH 4 CAUSE" (Helga
D’E%nsign Il]:ir;‘i "cheAnglJillEJ;ﬁ. Eai%ic ng% ?:93%]23 lila‘;gcriies the work, .hilosophy, theology of .
the "Nes Amim" moshav in Galilee seeking to "turn over a new leaf in Jewish-Christian
relations. " Thc writer notes thot "at lies SAmin the ides of rissicnary work among Jews
is untllini{a'ble, precisely because the aim is to owrreet what is seen as san ancient
Christian ¢rror. This is the Church -doctrine, 'forescen by raul and varned against,
but nevertheless ignored by the carly Church:! that God had 'repudiated His Covenant
with Isracl and re-cstatlished it with those who accepted the Messiah, i.e, the Gen-
tile Church," quoting an unnaned source:

CENTATA: "TO WEIVEMEE R EVERYTHINGY: Ln Interfaith memorial to t. he Holocaust featur~
ing a centata by an-Isreeli composcr, Eddy I—Ialpern, is to take place in Flainville,
N.J. on the 25th.Lpril with the participation of Jewish & Christian_ clergy. (AL HA-
MISHMAR, 18.4.82) .

£ID TO JLF:h CHRI;;‘TII‘;NS: English Cpristadelphions have contrilbuted a sum of money
for the Scout s €lub of the Arab Orthudox in Jaffa, and promiscs were pledged for
additional aid for completing = litrary and for the needy aged. (AL BAMISHMAR 31,73)

"WHY CHRI-TIANS CHOOSE ISR/EL™ ( CHRISTILN COMMERT/QIKOUMENIKOS MPOST™ 26.%.81)

A sumnery of the ductoral thesis of Simon Schoon, & former pastor at Nes fmundm, and
a former resident scholar at Jerusalem's Beumenical Ipstitute for Theological Re-
searqh'at Tantur, He dsals with eight categories for classifying Christians in Is-
racl: Krat Christians in ancient churchcs, Helrey Christians, custodial Christians,
monastic’ Christians, "Solidarity with Isreel/Jeygn (like Nes Amim), Dialogue Chris—
tians, Pmteestant--Christian_s, Disp.nsationalists. Tie place uf Isracl in eschatology
is always controversial among Christdians, buat "spiritualizing” Isracl must be Tre-—
jected. ""Both Israel and the Church are meant to be spcarheads of the Kindom of °
God in the worlde..." "J.ws who believe in J.sus face 2 vory different set of pro-
Llcms...Their very lives scom to represent the trogedy of the parting of the weys
between Judaism and Christianity in the fiyst centuries,..." |

"E WS, CHRISTIANS & THu NIDDIE BAST" (Allan Solomonow—-0& W OUTLOOK, TELAVIV Jan '82)
"Is it possible for Jews.and Christians to talk?" asks Solomonow, director of the
Ii‘lidd_le East Peace Project in New York City and forer progran director of the Jewish
Peace Fellowship, "ye Christian community has not providcd an cnvironment in which
Jews fodl comfortable speaking out,  There scoms to ue no authentic Christian response,
enly guilt of various kinds. Christians need to publicly affirm peace, justice and
security for Loth: Isreel aand the Palestinian pecple,

"CHRILTIAN QR JE WISE ROOTS Ik T }E} HOLY LAND?" Brief review of a book entitleq
"CHEISTMN E WISE' COMMILITLE S by Fr. Blamini Bagati, which show that "Christian
communities lived in the Holy Land from the time of Jesus.,,Christian archaeclogy in
Israel began in the 4th Century, and now we have uncovered 300 more years of Christian
his tory preceding this period." Prof. Flusser of the Hebrow University has also
studied and wxcavated in the same area, tut is gkeptical of the findings. "house -
involved in the Ches want to prove the depth of Christian rocts in Isracl, an issue
concerning the Curistians for a long time." (& W5VIsy JERUSLIEH 9,3,82) A

"VIL DOLOROSZ": New g the ring place for pilgrins on Via Doloross is now being devele
oped inside Liun's Gate in Jurugsalents 01d City., Tpe bPaved and stepped assembly point
+ds designed to serve up to 150 Pilgrius at a time. Mg priject, initisted by the
" Jerusalen Foundation, is being financed by the Isracli Tourisk Ministry, the Inter—
ministerial Comuittee on Jerusalem, and the Municipality. (JERUSAIEM POST 11.4.82)
"IE W BEGINNINGS": A survey from the "POST" London Correspondent Hyam Corney of
Frotestant and Catholic clergy's statements abuyut antiscmitism and Christisnity and
the need for a new Lleginning based on the recoynition of Christian ceumplicity in the
past and "a decp eontrition" in the prescnt,
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