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HEBREW CHRISTIANS

"IMHY ARE THEY COMVER.ING TO CHRISTIAHITY?", an article heading in the Histadrut
daily "DAVAR™ (29.4.82) inquires. Based on the translation of a lengthy letter by a
Russian-born Jewess to "NOVY AVERIKANITZ" ("THE MEW ANERICAN"), a MNew York Russian=
language newspaper “which describes itself as a Jewish weekly," the letter by Yalina
andel is quoted as an indication of "the recent spreading of Soviet-Jewish conver-
sions to Christianity in tyo countries.’ Translat1on follows (or1n1na11y published
in Russian in New York on 16.2.82).

"Soviet Jews of my generation (between 25-30) grew up during the period of the Kruschav
thaw when the complete bankruptcy of Communist ideology was revealed to everyone. The
nlder generation still had ideals connected to the 1917 Revolution or to the patriotic
revival during llorld Har 2. The post-war generation, however, found 1itself caught

in a spiritual vacuum. Those who were not involved in the human-rights movement, which
served for many as a sublimation of their need for spiritual life, were swept into an
atm05phere of dead-end cynicism. It was in this vacuum that a spiritual r evival he-
gan in Russia which could not be anything but r eligious. fan began to lona for Cod,
and was drawn to Him--but to which God? It would seem obvious that a Jew lonq1no for
God should naturally turn to the God of his fathers, but this only seemed so.

"Young Jews in [loscow and in Leningrad had never heard anythino about Judaism from
their par ents. The parents themselves knew nothing whatever about the subject. Books
about the Jewish religion in the Russian language are nt available in the USSR; on

the other hand, the philosophicai religious books of Berdayev, Bu1ookov, Shostov and
others are a mﬁst ob?i?atory reading for the intelligent person tere.  The word
"Talmud" is however fr ghtening, and it"s used as a synonym for tedious and coercive
study. The Bible is impossible to obtain except in tk~ Pravo-Slavic version. Therc-
fore, the tendency is first of all to read the ilew Testament, vthose concepts are
encountered in the writings of Tolstoy, Dostoyevsky and ¢thers--works which are soaked
with Christianity, the Crucifixion and other Christian terminology. These concepts
are familiar to us from our daily life, while terms such as the Exodus from Eqypt, th
Holy T emple and the phylacteries are u nheard of. The youna people's knowledge has
been shaped and inf luenced by the vast resources of llestern culture, which is also
saturated with a Christian spirit. Unknown to them is the fact that Christian civili-
zation owes its origin and very existence to Judaism. :

- "Christianity in Russia, therefore, lies before you; just stretch out your hand.
The way to Judaismi, however, is long and tortuous. In Hoscow there is one synagogue.
for the entire city, and its location is not known. In t'e Municipal Information Bu-
reau they will not answer your questicn about it should wu inquire. Churches--good
ones and bad Ones--are to be found in every area. You pass by them, you peep in; there
~are beautiful icons in golden frames, the pleasant aroma of oil lamps, and such beau-
t iful singing. The people, quite often, are likeable and uleasant, the priest an im-
posing f1gure in his- sparkling Christian mant‘!eg attracts you! _

"And the-Synag ogue? One must trave1 the length of the wh ole city to cet there,'and
there's nothing to see; no icons, no images, bare wooden benches, a motley cr owd of
old people buzzing about in their funny hats. They don't even kneel dovn and cross
themselves (in Soviet films we learn that oniy thus does one pray to God). T he old
men mutter something in Y iddish or in Hebrew, which is even less understandable. '
while they look into some kind of book whose pages are falling apart. A1l this is
incomprehensible and unattractive. The beauty which is to be found deep within Judaism
is beyond the gr asp of somecne who is not grounded in it. One must always be in sub-
jection; there are even special dietary regulations. In order to understand its great-
ness, one must be inwardly prepar ed for it, and not many are able to do so.

"Once, during PaSsover, vwe invited a friend of ours, a Jewish-Christian, to a synagogue
in Moscow. He was a reaular visitor at the Church, and this was the first visit he
had ever made to a synagogue. The man had becomc alienated tc the faith of his fa hers
without even trying to understand why he was alienated. The convert Aksionov-fleirson
has also written that it was only after he had accepted Christianity that he began

to learn something about Judaism. et
"Of course this is very sad and apparently unavoidahle in the abnegmal country
from which we came. Also underst andable is the reason why Russian Jews sontinue to
convert to Christianity, even after they have left Russia. They leave it in complete
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ignora ke of Jewish topics and loaded with hussian culture. Add to that the absolute
helplessness of those lovely American Jews confronting these problems, the yearning
of Rus sian Jews for their mother fongué and a Russian atmosphere, and you will under-
stand the fact that the Pravo-slavic Church in general and the church of Father Michael
Bermov in particular appear to them as a friendly and familiar island in a strange

and h os tile world. g

"I would Tike to poiat out znother interesting 'fact: As an outsider looking at many

~of my friends who-have converted to Christianity, I notice a distinctive pheno renon--
almost all te Jews who have converted aspir e to bo priests or religious specialists.
Their souls have just openzd to God, and immediately those Jewish char acteristics
have been aroused, tho desire to study--they aren't satisfied with mere visits to the
Church and fulfilline it S commandments, . : -

“Inasmuch as the new stream of churchgoers in Moscow comes mainly, to my sorrow, from
the Jewish community, it is Tikely that the face of the Pravoslavic Pussian Church
will soon be quite changed--unless a war is declared against the Judaization of the
Church. And the only way to g rappie with the dropouts zmong olir_brothers and sisters
~ is by means of intensive Jewish edication here where we have ‘the''full possibility to
“llseet T : f sl TRV Ths BN

| MISSIOHARIES

‘A review of the bi-mdnlhly mace-ine of the isracl Tourist Office ("KAPDOM") for tour=
ist guides notes an "interesting article by Sawuel Avitzur (which) talls the history
of the original Bikur Holim Hospita 1 (in Jerusalem) esteblished to compete with an
English missionary hospital which showed tao much success in ministering to the 'phy-

~sical and spiritual health of Jerusaiem's misfortuna ts'--Jaws, 10sTems and Christians.
The founders of Bikur Hilim acquired the house of a- véry intaresting Enalish missionary

- J0Onathan flitolsohn, who Tived in Jerusalem for over:30 years and died and vas buried

" there in 1856. Hicolsohn did no make too wany convér ts, but he was well thoughtof

by all sections of ths ropulation due to his pleasant parsonality and the ma. erial
assistance he provided in-times of need.” (JERUSALEM POST: 7.5.82) | '

- "THIS WEEK IN DETARYA" (26.2.82) Briaht notic es affixed %o bulletin boards and on
" store-f ront windows in town. annealing to young people to join the Christian.r eligion,
“aroused the indignation of vreligious circles in touwn. “I'm convinced beyond any

doubt that Jdewish young pronle have already joined the missionary sect laboyring in
Metanya; and in order to prevent . -f urt her deterioration, we shall be gin a campaian
to prove that this activ.ity is iilegal," an ultra<orthodox young Jew told the corre-
spondent of the newspaper. This young man and his companions, who had come across thase
notices, quickly removed. them. and they went on patrdis around the streats of town
late into the night in order to-discover who had posted t.em, but failed to turn
up anyone. ¢ b TeI g leage T oA e B o

"SWASTIKAS IN JERUSALEM® (JEWISH CHRONICLE, LONDOM; 19.3.82) The Jerusalen correspond-
ent reported the. defacement of the valls of the Interraticnal Christian Embassy in
Jerusalem by Jewish ult ra-nationalist s, with ‘swastikas and offensive s]ogans. Mayor

¢dy Kollek sent the municipal worke2n to clean the walls and stated that great hat
W sodone“to the_StaFe of Isr ael by "exsremists who have no place in a freegand sanem
society." Rabbi He1r . Kabanek.extreme “Rech" nationalist group has accusad members
~ of the Embassy of being "disquised missfanariésﬁ‘who seek to convert Jews. '

' ”AHERICAﬁ.ACTIUISTS INTENSIFY CAMPAIGH AGAINST THE MISSION" ("H-AMODIYAE%1115;82)
The U.S. Branch of the "PEILII" (ACTIVISTS) has decided to intensify its activity for
the registration of students in ultra-orthodox schools and seminaries as well as to in-
tensify its war against the Mission, which recantly has begun to stirike new roots in
Jerusalem and other ¢ owns. This has been decided by the organization's leadership
meeting in Jeeusalem...The romwad axpansion of mission activity was reported especially
in the new neighbourhocds of Jerusaiem. In view of this, 1t wos decided to expand the
war on the fiission, and to find suizable ways to do this.,. ! it =

"SPECIAL INVES TIGATICH" THE HISSION IS BROADCASTING FROM FETULLA WITH OME-ILLION WATT
- POUER. THE HIG HEST-POWERED TV STAT ICii IN THE MESTERHORLD LOCATED TEN FETERS FROM THE

- GOOD FENCE OPERATLD BY PEOPLE R.ESIDING IN ISR AZL...THE CHARACTER NF THE STATION AlD

IDENTIRY OF ITS OPERATORS STIRS SECURITY & OT HER QUESTICHS,Y. (YOI'AN ‘HASHAVUA:27.4.82)
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A two-page investica: wwticte wiih phovcsvaphs of Goorge Otis and the "STAR OF
HOPE" Br.aicasting Hiie un fioy Hodded ; z Teader Church Pollak, ap-
peared in this weekly o rom which folinw:

George Otis's TV station STAR OF MOOE s abeur to de transt erred to the "700 Ciup",
owners of the C3N, th: lavacss Christien & "“Jzu.,.hJ cetwerk in the U.S.A. e
"High Adventura Church” of Georgn 0 at praseant has @ radio station iccated be weer
fletulla and ddr;&lth and a TV staticn ia colour ”4?h offices at ¢ he Cedars Heotel in
Metulla, white the studios and suerating ec '1neﬂ+ are in a ueslnequipped mobile
broadcaqtana upit besids the Good F ance in v;av"*, i weters Trem the Israeli border.

2 bes nimseld es "a messengey of Gud® and "Cod's sales
agent"? {Uis zgvs® FzFLc"n roars age God spoke to wme and T was born again." In
order to sell the word of to the masses, DEis set up 2 corporcticon by the name
of "Mission fdventurg,” thuh wrned cut to be wn excellznt businass, including a
t ravel company Ton b?ingihy '.?),.Ma io 1 rasl. As a wasult , Otis developed con-
nections with the ¢ : ;Pr uring  the Vom Kipaur tar 0015 vced 2 press
pass ta join the s u1bu ‘n e Gnlan aiynts, and subsequently pradn
uced a book callicq T HAGAR,™ which scid several hupdrad thousand copies

In
5

Who is Georg2 Gtis wiic

e
X L

in the U.S.A. In i1 .,j the thesis of %he senti nual war be ween the son-
of Hagr (tho Ishm=e? the Jaws end Christians.

After the Yrm K:pnrr'ma' e governiznt of Israal was looking for friends, and Otis--

a sworn fris; wi--was rackoned & good piperty for proposesda.  He became an
interviewer on 2 pcrt ened prrgﬁau with 2 very siroeg Christian emmhasic. In 1977
Otis and his mission gu% the'r first fooi L on tns aorthern vorder, Wth Otis
Tinking up with Major Fedad, Tho vurt of Isveel, repeessating ftself as the dofender
of the Chiristians in Sovih Lesanon, was happy to atiow Otis to work for it in pro-
viding medical {and spirituai, aas1s.dnce to Haddad's men.

In Septenier 19?9 the

T RnORE ha1n. e h!(ﬁubga {a: uorw.ru to 0tis at Haddad's
request.t and izras? ino e

he opevate  iu. Otis breoug hi
with him & smll o of w ' ﬂyn=rie“cgq racic rersonic
all of them "born agaia" and 171 of L.ca v oH% | Thz radis ftau1on
began broadcasting mwsic and hiris fa3i Lammerc1u|~“ ained at ina South lLebanese,

and news, with Hadnad xnﬂ}{1n';whene&er ha wanted to...ond causing f riction be twean
Otis's mission and i State Lenartzent in Weshinghon,

In a s tory published recently in tha widely-dictributed minthly of the “aorn -again"”
groups, "CHARISH4," Ot i5 stat es: "Uhat I wanted was mo-e than to bring hope to
South Lebanon. I saw in She wery fzcv of hroaders ting e word of God frem the
region of Isrcet, Lebanon, Svr ia, Jordan, an imperzant stap in Fulfi Iment of pro-
phecy." And "propnecy“ for Otis means bringing 3hrist1anity to the Jews.

(There follews = Jisgringd
and its transver to

up of the T ¥ sta Son “S7AR OF HOPE"
niT, Vhe raporter then continues:)

The only advortisen t5 hove 2 rodigiow wang, concanlzd in most of the broadeasts,
and religious itess of onz winuic overy ho ur; all broadcas L being in English oniy.
Questions are vized: | 5 “w% {Zt? r nn; ;rt:h~:3t in
Arabic and French, ‘an Wiay such powerful trensmitters?

Chuck Poilak, project :
for threa years. and advarent
al though he revuse:s 0 ank UWL

nas iwen 1iving in letul?
ing or understanding habrﬁu

No less astonisning is & senteuc: .ppaaring i Press potice jscued D# them: "Me
are asking CEN to tek» upon themisves the ?Y eperati on.. bz believ @ Ged is asking
us t o do this because time ic shor:.” Wiy the rush? It's har d to assume that
Otis is convincad that the Feosdal 99 soon 1o orrive iding on an up-to-date sta-
tion. Israel will soon bz Flaoded with CRY prograns which Okis has received free
of char go.

Ot is, in tiz "CHARISHA" srticle, stated that he had broken the credibility cap
and that the Isveelic wars now vzady o trust 4n the » Hazarane, and they were pormit-
ting him o set op radic and TV ztations that would 7 lood Israel witk the Christian
Gospel...Trus . “he C5H i e aiso anti-Communist, ond

] 'E ARV IR rac xidt.‘f}u”x_, bhut
there's no doubt thai (% hroadeas: Fron the'backard® of Iszvael will not be

L]

L
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pleasing to the palate of many Ismelis even as the declared iniention of the "ADVENTURE
CHURCH" to bring Chris tianizy to Jews will be a provecation t» many Pﬁher-Israelisu .
It would therefores be fitting that certain quasters in the Iaraeli’G nvt. pay heéd.to
ﬁle.development of the bmwadcasting kingdom of Olis— and especially to developments
behind the scene. (Emmanuel Dudai i N

CHRISTIANS PRO-ISRAKL . -
AFFORESTATION: A forest of 10,000 trees has been dedicoted near Zippori by the Jewish
Naticnal Fund to the circle of Isyael—- Germany .friends. The group believes in the
destiny of the people of Israel in the Land of lgrael, and supports the State unreser-
vedly. Alsc taking part in the cevemnony were representabives of the Christian Bubzassy,
set up as a protest against the erosicn of Israel's position in the world. They seek
t~ emphasize that there are many Caristiaas who svpport Iaruel. (DAVAR: 9.5582§

RETARDATES: An agreement to npervate the firzst hostel for retardates in the minoxwities’®

community has been concluded in Kfar Kena in G zlilee with the Christian organizatinn

"Donriona". The Welfare Dept. built the hostel with the help of the Society of Friends

of TIsrael in Sweden. When it is completed, it will b e able to absorb some 200 persons.
(YHAARETZ: 3.5.82)

NES AMIM: THe cpeningz of the new Nes Amim Guest House was reported in nsws articles

in the JERUSALEM POST (24.5) ani ISRAFL NACHRICITEN (24.5.)

FR. PAX: A featuwre article in "IEWSVIEW JERUSATLFM" (15.4.82) deals with Father Pax,
the German-born Jerusalen priest wh ¢ hes authored the bect—selling book "IN THE FOOT-
STEPS OF JESUS." T he article i3 headed "JERUSALIM'S WATHER PAX OBSERVES PESAT & DASTERR

CERMAN PHILO-SEMITES: A #wo-pasvi feature article in "LEIZTE NAYISY (viadish)(29. %.62)
under the headings "A CHRISTTAN JITH A JEWISH SOUL: CHRISTIANC 4HO LOVE THE JEJS AND

THE BIBLE, XKEEP T HE SABBATH AN KASHRUT..." describes the life and background of

German volunteers living in Migoal of Galilee (SEE “SELECIIONS® 101 p.3 CERMAN VOLUNLEERS)

CHRISTIAN MURISM: Wholesale Touws Inbternational, largest Christian tour operator in
North America, recently welcomed fte half-miliionth client, Pastox G+D, Peters, and a
group of 200 pilgrims, at a special roception given by t he Tourism Ministry. ( JERUSALEM
24 e R B - ,POST. 1.4.82) . 4 L el
FRENCH CHRIST IAN ZTONIST: Gilbeut [Tormetes, aged €0, Jave up his trade of barbering
in order to head "CIRISTIAN %..0M7.MM", & movement woriing 1: France, UShA & Britain, to
combat antisemitism and io preach support v Isracl. Tn a feaburc article (YEDIOT
AKHRONOT 13.4.82) Noah Klicger 1.ads with the remari: "lte ways of man are no less
marvelous t han the ways of the .imighty." CClhers is dosciibed as a completely non-—
political person; and, alt houg . "hora a Christian, was nct exactly an activ e be-
liever in t he Church." [ow he Las become one of the most active, energ etic and
dedicated——even zealous-=of Christians on behalf of JYdeiem, Igracl and Zionisme. 4

Actually, he has no inclination to convert to Judaism; on the contrary, Gilbert is’a
Christian "penitont", something e traces hack to his discowvery of Judaism, Israel and
Zionism. "When I saw the t wuth, when I sensed that until then, thereihad b een no '
content to my life beca«se I had .iob known about t he 'Chosen People' and their. pre—
blems, I understood that in order e help this people T must 1lraw near to faith."

Gilbert has been for some time the head of the movement founded in 1926 in thé'USL,.-
England and France, and he admits 1hat fox many years their activ ities were very
modest and barely known; but sinec 1970, when e dedicated himzelf full-time to his
ministry, the "Christian Zionists" (ds the members of the movement are callcd),

hav e become a factor to contend with. They organize lectures ia ¥ rench~speaking
lands (France, Belgium, Switzerland, Luxembourg), appear on radio & TV, distribute
literature, respond to anciscmitic and anti-Igrael articies-- ‘everytning, of coursc.
in coordination with the Igrael Mubassy in Paris.” :

Although they number only some 300 members in France, Gllbert is gui te proud of their
dedication and impact out of all progortion to their numbers. 7% e movement was heavily-
influenced by a 19th—-century preacher, Charles T, Byssel. who c¢laimed that the future

of the world was dependent upon the return of the peonle of Igrael to their homeland

9T explain the nission of the people of Iswrael, the covenani, with the Ajmighty, the
importance of the State, its problers. and the need to help Israel, whereby we

help ourselves as well, securing our own future,” Gilhort atates. Vaorious activities

of the movement are described: Informaticnal. public appcarances, nedia impact, organ- -
izing Israel "weeks", etc . "We raise all the funds nceded for these activities from .
the contributions of our members oNly... Tither you have ideals and jou believe in "
your migsion or you don't; andé y ou are willing tc do cvexything for the sake of your
aims," he states with clear satisfaction.

'He Israeli representative of 1 he aovement is one Moshe Tsanua. a Jew from Herzliya.
G ilbert has himself visited Israel seven times, buring the country, photographing
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and preparing lectiuwes. He explaing that he tc¢lls the world that, for the sake of
the Musthims themselves, Israel's future is important. "Zionism has arisen in order
to fulfil the Almighty's will and the vision of the prophets, and we must all work
for the redempiion.”

CHRISTIANS VS. SINAT WITHDRAWAL: {YEDIOT AKHRONOT: 21.4.82) The Beth Shalom Society,
ﬁumpering a quarter- amillion Christian Evangelicals in the USA, Europe and South
gfqiga, all sworn supporters of Isracl, heve supmitted a petition'to Prime Minister
Pegin expressing thelr opposition to the Sinai withdrawal. Wim Malg o, head of the
Christian pro-Igracl =society, will itry to persuade the militants in the Yamit bunkers
not to carry out their svicide thrents. (YEDIOT: 20.4.82) The aAtzmona settlers, for—
merly located in Sinai, are about to rescttle in o paramilitary settlement "Bidolah"
near R afiak. The movement bhas promised to initiate a fund Lo raise money thbroughout
the USA for the new sebttlement. (DaVAR: 15.5.82)

AFRICAN ENTERPRISE:  "CHRLISI IAN COMMENT/OIKOUMENIKOS" (JERUSALEM POST: 14.5.82),
under the - heading of "AFRICAN VIEW", provides a sumnary of the visit of the
African Bvangelical teaw led b Bishop Festo Kivengere and Mjchael Cassidy for ten
days of conferences. rallies and meetings throughout Israel and the West Bank. The
campaign was a response to the invitation oi Protestant and Fvang elical churches hero.

BURIAL SOCIETY: A grouvp of woincn from the Uval-Gd neighbourhood in Askelon have been
seeking a burial -place for a wonan whom the Jewish burial society refuses to bury in
t he local Jewilsh ceme tery on lie grounds that she is non-Jewish. The neighbours
claim that Mrs. Felicia Sternfeid, a Polish woman married to a Jew (now deceased),
living in Israsl some 32 years, bhehaved in &bl respects like a Jewish woman, lighting
Sabbath candles and observing #ie F estivals. The burial society has remained uncor-
vinced, and the seightpurs lewve been searxching for a Christian cemetery in which

to inter the &ceascd womatl, (AL HAMISHMAR ?5n4n82)

FATTH AND OIL: Health Minister Fliczer Shustak recently comnented on a woman who ap-
proached him and others about a dream she has  had concerning oil in Israel, based
on the blessing of Moses to Ashe: (Deut.33:24). Fnergy Minister Berman remarked that
a Bible-believing Christian now “n Israel has been exploring for oil on the basis of
the same text. "The differcnce is,” Beoman comuented, "that the Christian is seaxrch-
ing for oil at his own cxpsnse, vhile the © ° ywoman is proposing that we search
for the o0il at our own expense.’ (DAVAR: 12.5.82)
SECTS & ISRAED
A. MORMON MUSICIANS: Very complimentary musical reviews were published in "YEDIOT
AKHRONOT" (1%.5) and “MAARIVY (16.95). £,3 he lormon students choir which performed

o & T S, : 2 . e
at the Tel-Aviv  _ Spring Festivﬁi?}acéﬁmfggiéf by comments on thelx rel%glouu
motivation and backg round. "HAARETZ" (25u5) reported that the Osmonds, fﬂU.Sa pOP—
music celebrities, members of fth: Mormon church, were guests of the Israel Tourist
Ministry. They are investigating the possibility of making 2 film about Israel.
T hey also committed themselves tc raise funds Jor the planting of a forest here
under the auspices ol the Jewish hational Fund.
B. MAKUYA SECT: The pro-lsrael Japanese scct f Makuya has benn granted, gt their
request, Associated lMembership slatus in the Werld Zionist movement. (JERUSALEM POST:
18.5.82; HAARETZ: 19 .5.82)
SUNDRY AIT B MS
A, THE SECOND COMITCT: DAVAR (j(),iag‘?) reports with some ironv on the . e
full-page adverticements putblishcd in weckend newspapers throughout the world about
the soon-coming of Jesus...not the scme Jesus of Kazareth of the New Testament, bgt
"a modern man, troubled by modern problems, " who since July 1977 has headed an uniden-
tified group of people.

B. SATANISM: H AARETZ (19. 5) repor:s on an £,B.C+TV program satirizing Christlan

revival movements. T he satire - mortrays Satan as the object of praise and wor-
ship in place oif God; making ° @ sick the well.

o - e v "
C. CONVERT: . feature article in the JERUSALEM POST {2;w5.82) describes the "long

road home" of a fominer Anglican, lat er Homan Cat holic prie§t, who convertid‘to Jude-
ism (the first R.C, priest to do so in 500 years), who died in New Yoxk on‘)“btﬂ24

He published an auvtob iography ("SO STRANGE MY PATH") in 1960, and was active in
"converting Jews to Judaism." Originally named Kenneth Charles Cox, he assumed the

name of Abraham Carmel wupon his conversion to Judaism in 1953.
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D. NEW TESTAMENT: "The words of abuse which in the New Testament are hurled against

rab?is who are called hypocrites and other ugly names arc not invalidated by the re—

habilitation of the Pharisees. 'he Orthodox rabbi can be the very tyde which is con-

Qaned in the New Testament, and no less severely in Jewish writings,téo. Israel

1s plagued with the lawyers and Pharisees of Matthew 23." (Quoted in a Bgok Review

of "HAPPINESS OUTSIDE THE STATE" (By Ignaz Maybaum) appearing in the JERUSALEM POST
2.4.82

E. ®T HE REVENGE OF AMOS ORION:: A f eature art icle in t he JERUSALE% PO%T (14.5.)

by Benny Morris,; based on the work of thelsraeli nov elist Yael Iotan who is writing

a book about "'The Life andDeath of Amos Orion." He was one of the victims of the

double "gangland" slay ing in 1980 shortly after his release from prison for a crime

he alleged he had never committed. Orion was raised by a Catholic woman in R®ast Burape

who took him to _.rael when he was ten, at which time she revealed to him his Jewish

driginn  "The life and imagery of Jesus were never far from his mind, and tth in

large measure 'planned' and precipiatated their own martyrdom, albeit for somewhat

different purposes.Y Jesus died at the age of 33, and in 1980 Orion was 33. He was

aware of the significance of his age, says Lotan. In one of his frequent letters

from prison to t he then Suprems Court Justice Haym Cohen (author of " THE TRIAL &

DEATH OF JESUS CHRIST"),. Orion wrot e: "You gave Jesus Christ a new trial. Now,

how about me?" OQrion's killers were later apprehended and tried and convicted.

F. MISSIONARY FROM SAMOA:  Rev. Faitale Talapusi is bringing "a message of hope and
joy" to the godless natives of Sheffield, England. In his South Pacific island, he
points out, some 80 percent of the population are practic ing Christians, whereas

80 percent of Sheffield (in common with the rest of Britain) will never set foot in

a church. Reversing 150 years cf missionary history, the Sgmoan islanders are cur
rently exporting evangelism to ifrica, Fiji and Papma New Guinean (ROSTSCRIPTS 2143)

G. INTERMARRIAGE STUDY: 200 U.3. teen-agers and young adults, the chikldren of

mixed marriages, are t aking part in a study of Jewish-Christian intermarriage spon-
Sored by the American Jewish Committee. The AJC thinks the study . is important

in view of increasing int ermarriage rates and the belief that it leads to assimilation -
H (J.POST "POSTSCRIPTS":10.3.82)
"TRUTH AROUT JEWS": "HAARETZY (26.4n82) reports that t he Egyptian journal "El

Sayassa" published an article about the Jews "proving” that both the KOoran and the

New Te ta%ent allegedly expose "the truth" about the Jews, and "reveal!ll the great

Lig! %E%% the Jews being chosen of G od. The writer attacks the Roman Catholic

Church for exonérating the Jews for the Crucifixion of Jesus.

I, "NON®NORMISM" Nonconformism, in the religious collogquy of England, means the
organiation of non-Establishment pelievers. There the Established religion is the
Anglican Church (in Scotland it is the Scottish Presby terian Chuxch) . T o contrast
Christianity and Judaism, may we ask 1f there is something par allel to this in t he
State of Isracl? Do we have a nonconformist rabbinate? Yes, indeed...but it's not
the Reform or Conservative congregations to which. I refer, which are virtually "be-
yond the pale even of the law,” Nonconformist clergy in England and Scotland, af?er
all, are able to fulfil their duties with compl.ete f reedom...to perform the marriage
rit es and have them recognized by the law of the land, something which the Reformed
and Conservative are unmable to do in Israel. (The article then goes on to attack the
"nonconformist" rabbinate for proclaiming a fast day on the day of final withdrawal
from Sinai in opposition to the decision of the bvernment which gives the rabbinate
a monopoly in religious matters in the country. This represents more than "non—
conformism; it representd a new peak in clericalism and trespassing in political
matters, and emphasizes once again the urgent need for separation of religion and
state in TIsracl. (AL H AMISHMAR: 24.3,.82...Yaacov Rabi)
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