UCCI NEWS CLIPPINGS DIGEST SELECTIONS No. 105 (TO: 30.8.82)

" 'HE MISSION"

SCANDINAVIAN SEAMEM'S MISSION: “MAARIV:" & "YEDINT AKHRONOT", the two major after-
noon Hebrew papers, summarize in three news stories the charges and countercharges
involving Fra Hansen, the Director of the Norwegian Mission in Israel, "Carmel In-
Btitute," who has been accused of fraud, tax evasion, currency viclatioms and misuse
of philanthropic funds. The charaes, widely reported in Scandinavia, were said to be
_ based on complaints of former employees of the mission. Hansen's caudhter, who lives
~ and works in Haifa with her husband, both employed by the strongly pro-Zionist minister,
vehemently deny the accusations, and have countercharced that personal enemies of
the minister and poussibly enemies of Israel are behind the accusations. In an inter-
view with the MAARIV Scandinavian correspondent. Hansen has declared that he will
sue for libel those responsible for besmirching his good name, and he also plans to
return to Israel and hold a news conference. (MAARIV: 17.24/8¢ YEDIOT: 20.8?

MISSIONARIES: Uriting from Copenhagen, Daniel Hadar of the new Likud-oriented weekly
"YOMAN HA’SHAVUA" summarized the work of Scandinavian missions in Israel under the
heading: “OTWITHSTAMDING THE- KNESSET LAWK, THE MISSION IS AT WORX I¥ ISRAEL." Based
on a scan of missionary pubiications and items in the neral press, Hadar noted the
work of the Morweaian Mission, such as the purchase of property in Mest Jerusalem
through #e Anglo-Saxon Agency; also the-work of the Danish~Israel Mission, which
publishes a monthly called " THE GOSPEL AND THE JEWISH WORLD," which also lists the
names and addresses and phoie numbers of its Israel-based missionaries {Svenson &
Micolaysen), which Hadar 1ists, as well as a missionary in France. He notes that in
the February 1982 issue the minister Eric Nicolaysen published an article aboul the
problems of & missionary in Israel, as follows: "The attitude to the 'yehudim meshihim'
(Jewish believers in Jesus) find exoression in acts of discrimination. They are not
accepted in Jewish society in Israel and are not recoqnized as Jews. Frequently they
iose their place of employment and are persecuted by their own pesonie. In Israeli
schools they do learn several chapters of the New Testament, but the attitude towards
Jesus. is a nationalist attitude. Jesus is accepted as an important Jewish fiqure
of history, but they are not ready to acknowledge him as Messiah or as the Son of God."
Hadar also notes: "Let it be imrediately stated that, politically, Christian church
circles in Scandinavia are the muzt pro-Israel body in the political spectrum. Israel
has no better friends than the Christian church leaders and the faithful of theChurch.
But beyond the poiitical considerations, the fact cannot be imored that the declared
aim of the Mission in Isracl and the missionaries is the conversion of Jews, and-in
Israel of Israelis. The Mission does not concern itself with other nationali ties
- {for example, the Arabs)." . 3

“GIFT PACKAGES: Four short news items about missionary gift packaces sent to Israeli
soldiers serving in Lebanon were carried by "HA'TSOFEH," "HA'MODIYA," & "YEDIOT AKHRONOT."
(1.8; 3.8; 9.8) The packages were said to contain pen refills, scap. biscuits and
tracts by Basilea Schlink translatad from German into Hebrew (“FOR THE SAKE OF JERUSALEM"
and "THOSE WHO TAKE REFUGE UNDER HIS WIMGS"). The Director-General of the Ministry of
Religious Affairs, Rabbi Moshe Solomon, charged that missionary bodies were sending
packages with the New Testament and other literature, and hYe planned to act against
this practice, Some of the packages reportedly reached a aroup of Orthodox Jewish
soldiers who immediately set fire to the misionary ma terial.

“WARNING!" 1In Beer Yaacov two "innocentilooking women have recently been wandering
about selling missionary material firom house to house in the guise of Bible and sacred

~ Titeratyre sales, and many people have fallen into the net, buying books and explanatory
Titerature on the assumption that the source is Jewish religious or from some yeshi sva.
Only after the women have departed do they realize that the women are Christians - . |
preaching Chyistianity and emigration from Israel. The rabbinatz have informed our
correspondent that, first of all, they intend to try to persuade (the women) in pleasant
ways not to retgrn to Beer Yaacov: bu® if this is not effective, the indignant residents
should be permitted to act against them in more severe ways. In any case, it is clear
that nothing should be purchased or accepted from them." ("KOL HA'EMEK-YEDIOT SUPPL%MENT“

30.7.82

PARLIAMENTARY QUERY: M.K. Rabbi Menahem Porush submitted a partiamentary query to
Interior Minister Dr. Joseph Burg asking whether his ministry is aware of the extent
of missionary activity in the gountry, and what means are being used by his department
to prevent this activity, "which leads to emigration from Israel and conversion to
Christianity.” Rabbi Porush cited the anti-mission society "YAD L'AHII" whiaoh. has
counted 3,600 missionaries, of which 750 are full-time, and hundreds of pilgrims and
"volunteers" distributing hundreds of thousands of missionary tracts and books, and who
own thousands of dunams of land and hundreds of buildings throuchout Tsrael.(HAMODIYA:2.8)
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CANDIDETES FOR "CONVERSION": Two unnamed prisoners in the Kfar Yona jail--one serving
time for fraud. the second for unlawful entry-~have converted to Christianity. In a
letter to "YEDIOT AKHRONOT" they have written: "Inasmuch as the Jewish neople has
been gifted with a nature of cointempt for lawbreakers, we have succeeded in finding
our place among ano ther people. MWe have appealed to a missionary church to. undergo
conversion to Christianity, and a number of prisoners want to follow in our footsteps.
It is very sad to enter a prison as a Jew and to Teave as a Christian, but necessity
forces it on us. We have found openness and attentiveness in the Christian people
and closedness in the Jewish people. Because of our great sufferfing. together with our
families, we are obliged to qo this way, and believe us that this is out of good will
and in the belief that we shall receive help...Now that the Christian religion is
read{ to help us, we have no alternative but to accept this aid for curselves and our
families.” ' ‘ _ ERE : C ' .

The two convicts write that, nolwithstandling the fact that they have already notified

the Mission that they are converting, i7 scme one in the Government takes an interest

in their plight and sees tc an improvement in their conditions, or if the Sovernor

af “the Prison System is ready to invite them to his office, thev would agree to revoke
their decision to coavert. (YEDIOT AKHRCNOT: 27.7.82) '

Along the same line, eight F1-Al workers told a "Kol Israel" radic correspondent that
they had decided to turn to the Jaffa Mission in order to convert to Christianity in
protest of the Governirent decision %o stop Sabbath E1-Al1 flights. The iwo, who were
interviewed anonymously, stated: "The Jowish pecpie have always known how to earn a
livelihood, and ngw that that is being threatened, no alternative is left but to convert
and then thay would be permitter to work on the Sabbath as Chrisiians. The interview
was. broadcast. On the same day the religious daily "HA'TGSFEH* . which nublished the
report (23.8), in an angry editorial headed "THOSE WHO DESPOIL THE HOMCUR OF ISRAEL,"
-attacked what it 'termed “the new peak of wantonness” on the part of E1-Al workers
“threatening tc tirn to the Jaffa Mis§ion for conversion. The editor asks: "What led

. thée radio heople to broadcast thase slanderous remarks on the national station?"

' The editor attacks the “utter lack of sensitivity and Jeiish honour of the E1-A1 workers"
- -who. for material gain were. "not cnly willing to convert Israsel's Sabbath for sake of

- money but also their religion." While they certainly do rot reprasent all the E1-Al

- workers. he adds, "the anifralicious demonsZration about a week 200 with its accompany-
ing violence directed against deaut. Jews, and the-thr:at of eight workers to convert

- to Christianity--or mors accuratoly, o apostasize--has most serjously damaged the
honour of the national airline ard the cuipany whose 7lag is the national colours...

In their lust for money they have removed from themselves the image of G-d in which

man was created, with some of them wiiling even to apostasize--to abandon the Jewish
people and to be assimilated at the hands of the Chi-istian mission for filthy lucre.
Woe for such a shame!" (“HATSOFEH": 23.8.82) : - . - o

'PbLISH-JEMISH CHILD: An eight-yezr-old Jewﬁsh“gir1 in Warsaw, writing to a resident
-of Tel-viv, has requested literature in Esperanto and Yiddish. TIn her letter she dis-
closed that a U.S. missionary organization has been sending Mew Testaments in Yiddish

.~ :to-Poland. The letter was composed.in fluent Esperanto (the girl claims a knowledge

-+ of nine languages) handsomely written and decorated with a picture. to an Israeli
. Esperantist. (“HAARETZ": 28.7.82) s

HEBREW CHRISTIANS

- PARIS SYMAGOGUE: The Israeli press, in five news articles; repovted the arson attack
on the Messianic Synacogue 1"Rash Pina" in Paris. Four of the reports (AL HAMISHMAR,
DAVAR, J'Lit POST, MAARIV) headed the news item as an attack on a sypadogue  or on
-Jewish worshipoers: only HAARETZ referred to it as.an attack on a place of worship of
“converts" in East Paris., DAVAR rencrted that "the synagoque was owned by members of
the sect 'Jewish worshippers of Jesus,'": MRARIV veperted that it was "a meeting place
of Jewish worshippers sponsored by a missionary organization belonging to the sect of
‘Rosh Pina', which, according to Jewish sources, believes in Jesus although the members
see themselves as Jews." The JERUSALEM POST reported that "the damaved synagogue, whi ‘ch
is closed for the summer, belongs to twe Beth Rosh Pina Jewish Messianic o :
W il circie (which) recognizes Jesus as the messiah, but...insist they
are Orthodox Jews." HAARETZ wrote: "It was later clarified that the house of worship
belongs to the sect of "Jews for Jesus'.® Most of the reports relatedthe attack to
the wave of synagogue attacks in Paris during the previous fortnight, (ALL_REPORT?:
; " 15.8.82

(FORE)
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HANS HERZL: A lengthy two-part featur ertitled "THE DARK SECRET OF ZIONISM" appeared

in HAARETZ (30.7.82: 6.8.82) weekend suppiement, dealing with the tragedy of Hans

Herzl, the son of Theodor Herzl, “the Seer oF the Jewish State." Hans, who at one

time was groomed to be a kind of heir-apparent to his father within tiie nascent Zionist
movement, underwent extreme identity and emotional crises related to his Jewishness,
his family situation and the Zionist movement and its Jeaders. Recausa of his father's
ambivalent relationship to his own Jewish identity prier to his “conversion” to Zionism,
Hans was not even circumcised as a child (but was later pevsuaded to undergo the rite
after his father's death when given the example of Moses' son in Exocus 4:24-26).
Eventually, Hans was atiracted to Roman Catholicism and was baptized, hut later aban-
doned the Church although maintainina ties with Hebrew Christians and for awhile with
Jews in the Reform movement and various Zioni st leaders who recarded him as a mentally-
i11 person. He also was in touch with the Saivation Army, "the fwakers, and the mission-
aries of all he sects, continuing to cultivate the vision of reconciling Judaism and
Christianity, distributing his meaare ~ 2arnings o all those who ne thought were
needier than himself." The story of Hans' conversion, when it first became known, was
suppressed by Zionist leaders, but aventually word leaked ouzﬁnd it became a major
scandal. To the dismay of the Jewish community, certain Catholic circles seized upon

it as an alleqec vroof of the bankruptcy of Judaism and Zioaism. Hans' mental and
material state deteriorated continually, according to the writer; and following the
suicide of his sister Pauline, to whom he was very devoted, Hans put an end to his

own life, whan he wes 40, in September 1930.

CHRISTIANS TM ISRAEL

IBRAHIM SIM'AN: A two-page fea wre article and photographs headed "THREE FACES TO
IDENTITY" appeared in the HAARETZ weekend suppiement (6.8.82), and deals with

Baptist minister Ibrahim Sim'an as Cheistian, Palestinian, Israeli. He states that
"when the war broke cut, I was chained tc the radio 24 hours a day, very frus trated,
with the war sharpening the crisis of identity ir me. Who was fighting in Lebanon?
The Christians--they are a part of me: the Paiestinians--they too are a part of me:
the Israelis--certainly they, tco. I was fighting within myself. o should be given
priority for my loyalty?" The dileima was resoived, Sim'an reporis. by absorbing
himself in work on behalf of wounded Lebanzse civilians and their families who were
brought to Rambam Hospital in Haita. “The help I render to the woundert is part of

my own therapy, the problem of a spiit identity. [ am doing my duty also as a Chris-
tian clergvman who believes in the iove of man, and the work helps me ~ " transcend
racial, national and religious cffiliations.”

Pas for Sim'an is 42, married and the father of five children, surported by his church--
at present on 1nan to his Lebanese-aid minisiry, The article describes the barious
kind: of assistance rendered: reuniting families, promoting contacts between communities
(Jewish, Christian, Muslim), hospitality arrangements for kin of the wounded, collecting
and distributing clothing for the needy. Also described is Siman's tackground, his
student days at the Baptist Schoo! in Mazareth where he came to faith through "a divine
vision...In a dream I saw Christ on the cross, and I awoke and wepi. THis happened

three times. and the third time Christ Towered one hand from thetross and pointing at
me, said, 'Don't weep. I did this for you. Go out and tell others.’ This accurred
~on 16.10.56 on my 16th birthday, and so I decided I wanted to be a Rantist." Eventually
he was ordained to the Baptist ministry in a very ecumenical service involving Jews, 2
Greek Cathclic Bishop and a Muslim kadi. Sim'an has been involve: with Lebanon since
1976 and the onenino of the"fooed Fence,” as a representative of the Israeli Minidtry

of Religious Affairs, as a Baptist volunteer and as a full-time Christian worker in-
“volved in matierial and spiritual ministries.

"VIA DOLOROSA™: An israeli Jewish reporter (E1i Cohen) traverses the 14 Stations of
the Cross with devout Christian pilcrims, beginning at Gethsemane, following a visit

to the Church of Mary and A1l Nations Church ("beside which Jesus sat and taught his
disciples)...adjacent to the First Station where the drama hegan which in due time
attracted 600 million believers." weanwhile, he reports, work is proceeding on the
improvement of the Via Dolorosa. A novel method of distinguishing among the different
stations by means of distinctive pavements has been introduced: aisc the understructure
of the"Via~ (sewace, cables, etc.) is being thoroughly renovated lue to serious erosion
of the area. The writer describes varjous stations of the cross, their New Testament
background and zome of the traditions, Tegends and disputes that have surrounded them.
The article concludes: "It would seem that it does not matter exactly where the Cruci-
fied One passed. The main impoftance of the Via Dolorosa is its very existence, since
the passace over it has been--and will be--one of the climattic moments for Christian
visitors o the Holy City." (HAARETZ SUPPLEMENT: 20.8.82) (MORE)
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PILGRIMS: Rev. Jonathan Urshan, a Eible Colicge Geacher from Mississipni, has been
bringing grouns to Israel for the past 15 years, but he reporis thatmany Christian
pilarims have been a "Tittle wary"of coming to Israei because of the Lebanese crisis.

(JLM POST: 27.7)
AFRICAN CHRISTIANS: A group of Francophone Africar Protes tant and Catholic clergy
have returned to the classroom ior siudies at tne Martin Buber Centre of the Hebrew
University. Jerusaiem. {AL HAMISHMAR: 18.8.82)

CHRISTIAM SYNAGOGUE-CHOIR: A German-Christian choir of 180 sincers (of whom 35 are
visiting Israel), singina Hcbrow songs and prayer melodies of the Ashkenazic rite, have
been invited to sing at the iiberal Synagogue in Tel-Aviv for Sabbath Eve services.

' (HAARETZ: 30.8.82)

LEBANON

MARONITES: A five-part series of article in HAARETZ about the Maronite Catholic communi ™
describei the anxieties of the fronites” over the“betrayal™of their cause by

the Vaticaa and the jAmericzns and their present fears that Israel will prefer to draw
 closer to the 5Sh+'ite Musid

tuais among the laity are

i
ims end Druze, Variuvus views of Mareonite claray and inteliec-
cited by the writer, Atallz Manzur. (13.8- 1

the campaign "PEACE FOR GALILEE " ©he members of ‘he

NES AMIN: From the

]

eginning of

Christian viilaas bes ernt Gulilee girded themselves to help the neigabouring settle-
ments and cven ide The area., Tielve membars ov Mas Amim vespoivied 10 a requsst

for manpower from Moshav Esholin in the Wegev Tar the
and welder wius sent o repaiv eoriculiural
to-Regva, Amka, Kibuiz.Zesner VFiziv, etc.

Lebanase and have oifzred i5 hast Lebaneap

icking of prunes: also a wechanie
aivy workers are daily despatched
he viilagers nave alse given heip to tha

i vitlage., -(WAARTY HAIFA SUPPL..:1.7.82)

"GUARDS OF THE CEDARS™!  The doimander of lebuasn’s militant Christian militia {GUARDS
OF THE CEDARSY ds now in Jerusalem en rouic tren Beirui to Woshington where he intends
to press the Lebanese Chrisiian saso following ohaiw r2giect by the world during their
seven years of sufvrring in Letaron's ongoing Civil Wer. Aba Arz. "Father of the Cedar.'

~asserts Lebanon's - non:=Arab chrracter, recaliing that the Arahs had to make a specia;
treaty with the Haroniiss during e 7o contuvy Ves i conguast,  (JLM POST = Jily '82)

n
r

b
o

U.S. CHRISTIANS: & visiting arods of 45 praainert U.S. Christians, members of the
National Christian Leadarship Cence . arter taree days in Israel apd Lebanor, have
stated that the Lebanesc cifuaticn bears Titiie reserdlancs to some 1.5, media reports;
and from personal conversations vith Lebancse civilians they were convinced that the
Lebanese neonle welcomad Israel': "Operati:

O {0 win

n Feace Tor Galilee." (J'LH POST: 13.8)

.

gnother aroup of o dozen U.S. Chiistian teaders hes arvived for a study of the situation,
HAARETZ repcrted (18.8.82). : :

AXEL SPRINCER: The ¥Wact German mblisher has criticized the Yatican despatch of Mother
Teresa to Lebanon for its tiwing., It creates the impression that because of her symbol-
izing Christian humanitarian mercy, Israci not oniy will scem to have caused the war

but will be made to seem quilty of the sufferirg in its wake, he claims. (HAARETZ: 20.8)

INTERFAITH: A croup of rapresentatives from various Mew York congregations {organized
by the Jewish congrega tons in New “ork fur interveligious contacts) met with Foreign
Minister Shamiv in Jerusalem. The ¢roup inciuded Negro and other athnic leaders.

W.C.C.: 1Israel sharply rejected & WRC comrunigue castigating i%ts actions in Lebaron,
and charged that the HOC "was Ted astray...and “as also failed te be iuformed of the
extensive reconstructisn and rehabili tion activity under G2y in the 1iberated South
Lebanon," or o itake wnte of PLO-Syrian destruction in Lebanon for saven previous years.
(JLM POST: 4.8) In an angry six-peini letter, Claude Duvernoy, Foundar i Director of
rag
Loty B

e |

"Christian Actisn for Is ;" dencurced tho MCC condemnation of Israel, and accmscd
th2 organization of one-cidedness in iis past ¢ad present poiicies vis-a-vis Israsl.
"I accuse them of contemst for tha hiblical nrophecies concerninng the return of Israel
to Zion," he wrote. (J'LM POST: 9.8.02)

b

CHRISTIAN CRITICS: 1r a letter t e MY, Times, Izaac C. Rottenberg, ExecutiveDireztor
of the Mational Christian L-zdership Confercnce for Israei, "deteci{s) a gosd deal of
hypocrisy in much of the waeping and ng that is going on richt now..." He asks where
the critics of Israel ware when feorvo Taunched ageinst Israel or when Arab inirans-
igence was made "understandable in iTight rations.® He concludes: "Millions
of Christians wili cuntinue to sugrort Tem cause they honestly believe that the
harvest of hatred could ono day again -mean ¢ iz fhe survival of the Jewish .

3O Ui e (D
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people." (8.8.82) 1In a letter to MAARIY, ﬁge writer criticizes "the Christian peoples

who expect us to behave according 1o the Christian rule of turninc the other cheek,

which no Christian people has practiced in wartima...lLet the Christians practice Christisn
humaneness and not expect us to be more Christian than the Christians themselves...(13.8)

HE_PASSION PLAY

Four Hebrew paners carried reports on the cpening of the second yvear of the Jerusalem
Passion Play. NMAARIV (30.8.82) carried a short objective and favourahie review, noting
the prominence this ycar of students from the Rubin Dance Acadeinv in Jerusalem "whose
portrayais of the mob were surrealistic and especiaily impressive. The choreography

of Paul Rlum, the settings of Moshe Musman and Shlowmo Leibovity. the costumes and musiga’
selections of Bath, f{ocether with the mooniight and historical site. will certainiy

make for a snecial experience for the tourists and piicrims for wham the event was staged.

"KAWL HA'IR" (6.8.82), the Jerusalem weekly. in a much longer reviaw {including a dramatic
photograph of Jasus distributing the bread and wine at the Last Sunper) T ureviewed
the event in a rather drvonic tone, beginning with the special recention hald at the

Hotel Diplomat opening night, then the performance on the Mt. of Niives. and including

a brief dramatic interruption by "an alien prophet who mounted the stage during the

first intermission...to axpress his protest against the slauchter in Hest BEIRUT," :based
on a claim that fod had spoken to him and that Jesus was dying in Mest Beirut, while

"a group of devout pilgrims began singing 'Halleluyah® for reasons knowa to themseives”

AL HAMISHEAR (8.8.82) reviewed the performance, accompanied by a nhoto of the Last Supper.
The reviewer, G. Manor, was critical of the perfcrmance itself, excent for the choreo-
graphy and the decorative effects and lighting. The wusical and acting portions
were said io be ineffective, espacially the staging of the Resurrection.fAlso roted was
that among the many Jews present, and from the conversations with them during intermis-
sions, "1t was made ciear to me what I reaily knew airveady: namely that in Israel there
exists an astonishing ignorance of evervthing connscted with the Mew Testament. Can it
be that in the Jewish State swdents will complete their hich scheol education
without knowing one of the great Siries that tock place in cur country, and will rot
be acquainted with the deeds and words of onz of our ovm people who influenced mankind
perhiaps more than any other person?and not to nention the fact that without a familiarity
with the New Testament one cannot inderstand a significant portion of the entire European
civilization." '

A discussion follows about the problematical aspact of the theme of the PassionPlay re-
specting its antisemitic overtenes, and the reviewer commenis: “Yithout entering into

the theological debate, the whole matter of the ouilt of the Jews and the Romans for the
death of Jesus is strange to me. First of ail, were not Jesus himself and all his dis-
ciples good Jews? The description ¢f ropresentaiives of the veligious establishment as
vindictive does not therefore relats o the entire Jewish people. Secondly, the entire
issue was in its time an internal Jewish event, and only after the separation of
Christianity from Judaism many years after Jesus' death did the armarent conflict develop,
whitth was exploited by the churcih for inflaming antisamitisn. Who, iF not his own people.
Should have judsed the man who presiuned ©o be King Messiah? Ansther pnint is the pro-
phetic aspect as it were of Jesus, whose fearful death was said o be the will of his
Heavenly Father. If this is so, then the Sanhedrin and Jerusaler icaders were doing

the will of God, and why complain against them? But this aspect is not especially import-
ant to me. Evan without religicus faith cne can ba moved by this unicue story."

HAARETZ (8.8.82) published a jetter pretesting the performance of the Passion Play ., be-
cause it stretched the principie of freedom toa far, since the piay was "an antisemit’
festival.,”

CHRISTIANS PRO-ISRAEL

PROPAGANDA ANALYSIS: Mine U.S. church activists have arrived as ouests of the Harry
Karren Israeli Institute for Propasanda Analysis in Herzliye tc take a course on ways to
improve the Israeli image in the USA. The chuich peopie are orcanized in a new society
called "BRINGES FOR PEACE." They claim that Israel propacanda is not reaching the
vast majority of Christians who are being fed usually one-sided TV nrohramming. (MAARIV:
a P T N
(SHAROM & 5FSARIA REGION &

?NORE)
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DIZENGOFF STREET IN DENVER: An Israeli women's magazine (LA'ISHA": 4.8.82) featured a
two-page article with photographs previewing the screening of a TV ¥ilm produced by
Dahlia Stefiner about the Faith Bible Church, its choir, the International Singers, and
its celebration of a Solidarity Day with Israel in Denver, Colorado. Funded by the
"10,000-member church...as a contributionto Israeli TV," the film recreates various
aspects of Israeli history and contemporary Tife:- A century of modern Zionist settle-
ments, a miniature kibbutz, a replica of a Dizengoff Street in Tel Aviv. the First
Zionist Conaress at Basle, the Entebbe rescue operation (Israeli Entehbe commander

Dan Shomron and his wife weee quests of the church), and Hebrew sonrs and dances.

Steiner, a very secular and non-religious Israeli woman, reportes several miracles
during the filming. “IT there is 2 God in Heaven," she cried out in desperation once
when a threatening flash flood broke out while filming in the Rocky tountains, "let
this flood stop!™ And it did: almost instantiy! Another time & strance Tiohting
effect vas disclosed only after the screening of a scene with the choir siinging a
Hebrew prayer chant ("MAY HE SHINE £ NEW LIGHT UPOM ZIONI"). Althouch she returned

to the church to seek out the physical cause of the effect, a confiouration of seven
interlocked Stars of David, she was unable to locate the source., The article concludes
with the testimony of divine healing of the church founder's wife, !rs. Robert Hooley,
which prompted the founding of the church.

MEDICAL AID: Seven IDF soldiers wounded in Lebanon were saved from blindness as a
result of eye operations perforned in Safed with the aid of a special modern instrument
donated by French Protestant Christians., contributed as an expression of gratitude for
the medical care granted the Lebanese by the Israeli hospital in Safed. (YEDIOT: 3.8)

A special "air bed" for burn paiients was bought for the Burns Pavilion in Tel-Hashomer
Hospital with funds dona fed by leth Shalom,"the Swiss-based orcanization of Christians
which believes in the Bible and in the restoration of the Jewish pconle to its homeland. "
The organiza tion, headed by Wim “alao, has aisc donated (at the suasestion of the

Prime Minister's wife) wheeichairs for the needy. (MAARIV : 13.3.87)

INTERFAITH

- he International Council of Christians & Jews and the GErman orcaniziion linked to
it will hold a confercnce end-Aujust under the heading: "JEWS & CHRISTIAMS BETWEEN THE
PAS T AND THE FUTURE.™ The confe.ence will be divided betwsen Fast and West Berlin, with
e main speaker being the well-iknown writer Stefan Heim. The Fast Rarlin mayor will
greet the conferees, and the Evangelical Bishop of West Berlin, 2r. KXronow, will lec-
ure on- the subject of "Christienity after Adolph Hitler." TheCatholic Bishop in East
~ Berlin will greet tie participanis: alse leaders of the Jewish cormunities in both sides
of the city. Joseph Emanuel of tha Isfael Interfaith Committee will hiead the Israeli
delegation T the conference. (AL HAMISHMAR - 16.8.82) _

ARCHAEQLOGY ' :

PROTESTANT ARCHAEOLOGISTS: An article in the Mashington D.C. Times (11.6.82) discusses
the reasons that Protestant archaelogists dominate the field of bhiblical archaeoloqy
whereas U.5. Ca tholics and Jews are - rarely found in the fiald. Based on a wol-
loquium sponsored by Jerusalem's Hebirew University and the American Jewish Historical
Socciety at Brandeis University, the main conclusion was that . the Bible remains the
primary document, the basis of Protestant theology and worship amona both Liberals and
Conservatives. Another feature article in MAARIV (25.8.82) describes a Lutheran pas br
and his wife From Milwaukee who come to Israel every two years io excavate biblical
sites, and also %o explore modern Israel. A devout eiderly couple, they abound in
vouthful eneray and biblical faith, the writer notes.

SUNDRIES - : N ;

A) SIR LAMRENCE OLIPHANT: A review of the life of the somewhat eccentric 0liphant who
was an active participant in the 19%h century atiempts to encourage Jewish restoration
to the Holy Land. The material is based on a recent dicgraphical work. Oliphant was
wvaised in a strict Evangelical family. (AL HAMISHMAR : 27.8)

B) STAMPS: HAARETZ (20.8.82) reported the issue of a new Canadian stamp dedicated to
the centennial of the Salvation Army in Canada. It is described as "a Christian oraaniz-
ation founded by an Enalishman Bocth whose aims were to renew relisious inf]qence , rais-
ing funds for philanthropic causes, maintaining shelters, hospitals, counseling services
and even agriculture.” -
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