UCCI NEWS CLIPPINGS ~ SELECTIONS #307 (T0: 22.70.82)

BAPTIST CHURCH FIRE

The burning dovn of the Baptist Chapel on 4 ilarkis Street in Jerusalem on 8th October
1982 elicited over 50 newspaper clipping s from the Israeli press within a ,.two-veek
period. Press coverage included news stories, int erviews with Pastor Lindsey, fea-
ture articles about Baptists and the Jérusalem cong regation, Christian-Jewish ten-
sicn: editorial denunciations of zealotry, and a variety of follow-up stories about

* he incident. Following is a survey by date of press coverage hetween 8th & 22nd Oct.

8TH OCTOBER 1982:

TOARRTIV™ (P10 ) "BAPTIST CHURCH IN JERUSALEM COMPLETELY BURKT DOMM I NIGHT-TIME AR SCi."
A photo ot the ruined chapel accompanied the initial report. Suspicions pointed at
zealo ts; and concern was expressed about antisemitic reactions to the fire. Pastor
Lindsey was described as "stunned" and quoted as sayina: "There is no estimating the
spiritual and emctioral damage caused to us; the heart weens." T he fire broke out
shortly aft er midnight, and a large group of fire-fig hters arrived on the scene,

with efforte made to prevent the spread of the fire to the surrounding building ad-
joining t he chapel.

9TH OCTOBER 3082: SABBATH--10 HEYSPAPERS PUBLISHED,

e
JERUSALE POST:  "POLICE HUMT ARSONISTS I BAPTIST CHURCH FIRE" A ° >
and Christians in a special Sabbath praver meeting outside the qutted church. After
describina the fire, the story dealt with police investigation of Jewish zealots,
"but they did not rule out the possibility that a floslem or a Christian arsonist had
ctarted the fire to spoil interfaith relat ions in Jerusalem.” -

"HA'ARETZ": "YO UTH SUSPECT ARRESTED I ARSON OF BAPTIST CHURCH IN CAPITAL" A

photo of the gutted church and another of Christian worshippers at the site following
the fire. The police confirmed earlier suspicions of arson and announced the setting
up of a special investigative team headed hy Deputy-Commander Arye Schneidsher,

Several directions were being explored. ‘!leanwhile, Prime Minister Pegin issued a
etrong denunciation of the act as did J 'Im layok Teddy Kollek. “Every sian of vio-
lence against any religion will defame our name and hinder our sovereignty ov er a
united derusalem, Isfael's capital,”the ifavor stated. The Hunicipality announced

the establishment of a special fund and special bank account for cont ributions towards
the rebuilding of the church. B ' '

"HAARETZ":  “BAPTIST COMIUMITY LEADER: ‘THERE :IS MO AIGER IH {i¥ HEART--ONLY SORROM"
OHR. THOUSAMD PERSONS CAFME TO WORSHIP IM THE ! “COURTYARD 0OF THE BURMT-OUT CHURCH."
The article by Li1ly Saiilee briefly described tne worshin service the Sabbath fol-
lowing the fire, at which there vere many visitors from abroad attending the Christ-
jan Feast of Tabernacles celebration in Jerusalem, also visitors from other local
Christian churches, and Jewish neiahbours (including a number with Orthodox Jewish
head-gear and one wrapped in a Jewish prayer shawl). Dr. Lindsey's background was
outlined (bcrr in Oklahoma, in Israel 43 years, lost a lec in 1961 in an effort to
retrieve an Ara .cphan in the "no man's land" Letween East and 'Yest Jerusalem he-
fore its re-unification). Dr. Lindsey denied that they are "missionaries.” He said:
“The church is open to everyone, but it is not missionary. " Therc had been previ-
ous attacks upen tle church and adjacent bookshop, but nothing recent--except for the
church - being listed with a group of sccts in a placard in the ultra-orthodox neigh-
bourhood of fleah Shearim. Jewish Orthodox friends had informed him of this, but he
had nc idea who mig ht b e responsible for the fire. [leanwhile, Interior & Police
Minister J oseph Burg arrived at the site with senior police officials. There were
complaints about their relativ ely late appearance and also about the silence of thg
Chief Rabbis. The Minister denounced the arson "in strona lanquage."

"HAARZTZ" EDITORIAL ~: ' i i, R

"MISCREAHTS Ii ROME AMD IM JERUSALEI": Linking the atrocity commit ted acainst the
Roman synagooue the previcus week with the burning of the Baptist church, the edit-
orial ist noted that both crimes remain unsolved and should ke denounced in the strona-
est terms. The writer deplored the winds of ultra Rrationalismhnd religious zealotry
whic 1 have been blowing in Tsraeli public 1ife which "produce a comfor table climate
for violence of this kind." Jwkt as the Italian authorit ies are obliged to protect
Jewish swnagogues in Italy, the Israeli aovernment m ust protect the holy places of

all religions within its territory, all the more so when the injured party is such

"a congenial Christian community whose leader is one of Israel's staunchest friends.
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Hany Jerusalemites know and est eem Dr. Lindsey, and the 1ittle church on Markis Sireat
was an inseparabie part of the landscape for dozens of vear: ."

JERUSALE!} POST EDITORIAL: “ANTISEMITIC OUTRAGE ARR OAD...AND RELIGIOUS VIOLENCE HEPF®
In a similar vein to the "HAARETZ" editorialist, the "POST" lead article linked the
attack on the Roman synagonue and the J erusalem church fire (not as cause and effoct,
but as similar outracos). Melcoming the condemnation of the arson by top Israeli of fi-
cials, the writer calied attention to Mayor KGliek's comment th at the fire "came

in the wake of certain negligence and perhaps even a degree of tolerance by Gov't
leaders towards religious famatics.” The writor is incensed at the fact that the two
Chief Rabbis had "so far failed to express their condemnation.”

"DAVAR": " THE POLICE HAD INFORDATION THAT EXTREFISTS MERE PLOTTING AGAINST THF BAPTIST
CHURCH"  Accompanied by a phote of the autted church, tle reporter claimed that the
police werc aware of the plot’  of extremistr against the church in view of previous
attacks on the ciurch and bookshop by zealots. The police are investigating person

in the uitr a-Orthode: community. (leamwtiile. dozens of citizens have indicated thei.
desire to help in the rebuilding ¢f the church, and many attended the sclidarity ser-

- vice held in the couriy ard. ~Mayer Vollek stated that an attack on & church is no
different from an at tack on ‘a synagoque, (AMOTHER PHOTO MAS CARRIED IM THE SAME EDI-
TIOK, THIS OMME OF YORSUIPPERS Ii THE COURTYARD OF THE GUTTED  CHURCH.)

"AL HAMISEUARM™:  “LET LUS PRAY TOGSTHER I THE (1IDST OF THE ASHES" “THE BAPTIST UBRy -
SALEM LEADER APPEALED TG HIS FLOCK AMD THE MULTITUDES HO CWIE TO EXPRESS SOLIDARITY
. YITH THE BURNT-OUT CONGREGATICN. A description of the selicarity service, inciuding
Jews and Christians, "many worshippors coming from adjacent sy nagogues in thaiv praY-
~er shawls and skullcaps." A recapiculation of the fire, reactions of shock by J ewis
and Christians; an int erview with Pastor Lindsey. "o are not missionaries," says
Lindsey. "le huve wvever offered money to any..e to convert. Ye believe in Jesus

as flessiah and in all the biblical prophecios. ile are 'half Jews.' Oui spiritual
bdood is Jewish, and therefore we have “his great affinity to Judaism. " Thére
follows a description of worship at the conareastion, an historical survey of the
cong reqation and the Baptist movement. Lindsey added:  "On the night of the fire
. the Reform Rabbi in the nearby sy nagoque care by. He sat with us and wept, and he
encouraged us very much." Jan an der Hoeven of the International Christian Frmbzass:
expressed concern over possible antisemitic roactions to the fire. H e re-affirmed
the support of "millicns of peoplia, fiTied with' Tove for Israel® who were represented by
particiapnis at the Christian FEast of Tabernacles celébrations. Me also noted tha: “hoe
Christian Embassy has been threatened b y religious zealots, especially from Rabbi Kaha-
na's.a roup. A lar ae o roun of Israelis arrived at'the church to cxpress solidarity
from the ilational Tour Guide Ass'n. They demanded that the Tourist Hinist ry issuc a
S tatement denouncing the fire....A second larg e article ‘in this edition focused on
~ the police investigaticn of two Jewish extremist ‘groups (KAHAMA'S ‘& KESHET). The pos-
-sibility that it was a provocatior by anti-Isracli elements is not being discounted.

CHATSOFEM": “THE VORK OF EXTREM  iGROUPS OR A’ PROVOCATION..THE THVESTIGATION IS PRO-
CEEDING ALQNE OTH LINES IH THE JERUSALELY CHURCH BURIIHG AFFAIR" (A l!f? column suii-
mary of the incident. the investiﬁ;tfi@n, the denunciations by Israeld officials...

"HAODIYA" . "VIG OROUS THMVESTICATION BY-PQLICE TO .DISCOVER THOSE '!™MO SE7 JERUSALE":
BAPTIST CHURCH AFIRE” {A somcwhat shorter account, but basically as above.)

"YEDIOT AKHROHOT": "CHURCH HEAD YAMTED TG IMIERSE...FOR BURG THE FIRE EXTINGUISHERS
SUFFICE." (A byricf roport of Dr. Burg 's visit to the site and a witty exchange b etween
him and Lindsey.) "BURG: Ch, I've soiled myself. -DR. LIMDSEY: I'm guite ready to
immerse yoi. BURC " IT you're proposiiig the servicas of John the Baptist , I'11 be
satisfied with the waters of the fire extinguishers.™ In the same edition there was

2 longer news article Jescribing mainly Jewish reaction to the fire, includina reports
that several synaconucs had offered to raise money for “he rebuilding of the church.
40t third article was a photo story of the solidarity seivice in the courtyard.

"HARRIV" :  “DOZENS OF [JEIGHB OURHGOD JINS CANE 75 THE B LRNT OUT CHURCH TQ DEMONSTRAT™
TIEIR SOLIDARITY. ..A THOUSAND CHRISTIANS AT SPECIAL SERVICE EXPRESSED FRATERMITY £
SYHPATHY FOR JEWISH PEQPLE...THG SUSPECTS ARRESTED." An updating of the incident, iun
more background information about febt L ndsey, described vary sympathetically; the ar-
rest of two unidentificd suspectsy and information about contributions to the special
fund now opened (Acc't lio. 70950/7%) at Bank Leumi. : '
*-11TH OCTOBER _ .. 1282 o - ‘
- HAARET Z: - "JEWISH YOUTH FRON COLLIRIA & SKULLCAPPED ISRAELI SUSPECTED OF CHURCH ARSO;!"
A brief report of the arrest of two suspects, with the Columbian vouth reportedly men-
tally unbadanced: . leanvhiie, Jd'1m Chief R abbi Solti denounced the church burning and
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expressed the hope "that this grave act was not cormitted by ... .any Jew of soqnd mind."
The police have undertaken to increase their watch over holy places....An emot1on§1
feature article headed "OUR HANDS MAVE GEEN IM THIS TREACHERY" (an apparent allusion

to Deut. 21:7) by Yehuda Litani, e neiohbour and friend of Dr. Lindsey, and a childhood
friend of his son David, appeared in the same cdition.

DAVAR-=HATSOFEH-=AL HAMISHIAR-~YEDIOT AKHROMOT=<ifARIV: Erief reports on the arrest

of two suspects (as alove)s; alse noted that two anti-mission campaiq ners (although

not suspects) will be invited for questioning about the fire. VYEDIOT AKHROMOT also
reported that Tourist [linister Sharir visited the site and added his condemnation to the
act, also instructing fsvael representatives abroad to underscere Gov't denunciations

of the act. Bt '

AL HAMISHAR: In an editorid! headed “RARRARIC ACT", the paper took a sharp swing
against "sinister religious zealot sects i11 at ease with religious liberty and toler-
ance” whe have '~en pesponsible for "abominable acts against the sanctuaries of members
of other religians.” The aditorial concluded with a guotation of "the tolerant reaction
of the Paptist clergyran who, fellowing grayer at the ruined chaurch, said: ‘'Let wus
pray for those who se: the fire; and we do not desire that this inciddnt should provoke
antisemitisa. '™ .

VAARIY: A backaround article surveved attacks on Christian instalations by anti-mission
zealts in recent years as well as providing some biocraphical material ab out
the Lindseys, including the claim that “Dvr. David (sic!) LIndsey is active ameng the
Christian comrunities and kpown for his ties with the Jewish establishment. His dau.ii-
ter, born apg, educated here, converted to Judaisn.” (Evidently, this is an erroneous
reference tgﬂgggggg_Lindsay's daughter Carole-Shira. TRANSL.) The head of the Baptists
denies any involvement in any misionary activity.” On the same page an article headed:
"HO AR E THE BAPTISTS?' (uritten by former Relif.Affairs Director Yisrael Lippel) sum-
marized Baptist distinctives--separation of Church & State, congreg ational autonomy,
bcliever's baptism, mission and evancolizing , their worldwide outreach. Lippel con-
cluded: "It seems to me if there is any basis (for suspicion that the local Baptists
engage in missionary activity, which they themselves deny) such activity is at present
more directad at the Ar ab population and especially at believers of ot her Christian
sects Tiving in Jerusalen.” ' e

12TH OCTCBER 1282: HAARETZ, DAVAR, AL-IATISHHMAR, YEDIOT AKHROMOT, MAARIV--A11 published
similar articles abou: arrested suspects and t entative evitlences of their connection t o
the fire bascd on labur atory tests of clothing and hair found near the sit e of the

fire which may be linked to onc of the suspects. !“eanvhile, psy chiatric tests are also
being performed on the Celumbian suspect whose explanat ions were questionable and con-
tradictory. The second suspect, an Israeli, ace 33, appearcd several times at meetinas
of "NETIVYA," a lessianic conarecation which meets in the parlour of the Baptist House
on flarkis St reet. The suspect had t ried to persuade the leader of the group, J oseph
Shulam, to meet with Rabbi Golding, a Jow who converted to Christianity in his youth,
became a cler  yrman, and then reconverted to Judaism. (SEE SELECTIONS #106, page 1)

The suspect had in his possession literature written by Golding against the Mission.

In other writings of dolding it is recommended that damege be done to the churches. The
suspect and his attorney denied any cornection to the fire and claimed that his conversa-
tions with the “messianics” were friendly and non-violent. “VEDIOT AKHROMOT" added

that contributions continue to come in. A group of local Jews met with Pastor Lindsey
and offered to help rebuild the church by cont: "buting their own labour.

"YEDIOT AKHROMOT! as”  nother feature article with a photoaraph of Dr, Lindsey under
the heading: "THE BAri (STS--'LE'RE USED TO TROUBLE'". Edna Shekel provided backg round
information about Dr. Lindsey--age 3, pastor of J"Im congregation, in Israel since
1939, earned doctorate in theoloov in Louisville, Ky; also studied at Jerusalem's

Hebraw Univeristy where he teaches in the Dept of Comparative Religion. He also assists
Prof. David F lusser, has translated Fark andZEfﬁer Hew Test ament work in H ebrew.

The bookshop was vandalized cight yeers ago by two young American girls and five year s
ago a grenade was thrown on the porch but no one was hurt. They sometimes have threat-
ening phone calls and sometimes Dr. Lindsey is shouted at on the street. "The problem

is with Tunatic zealots who think we are ruining the Jewish people,” he says. Thg arc
mostly upset at Jews who come to worship with the Baptists. Pecause of them, extrémist
groups like Rabbi Kahana's people and the antimission organization Yad L'Akhim charge
that the Baptists are missionaries. Dr. Lindsey rejects the charg - ind points to the
ggod relations enjoved with their J ewisl ieighbours....He cstimates some 600 Baptists-
(including Arabs) in Israal, with 350 worshipping in thé"3'Im congregation (of whom 100
are members of the congreg ation). MHMost are U.S. or Europe-born, among whom are some

30 Jews (mostly ﬂmericanl and a minority are Israeli-born.

(FORE)
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"KOL Y ERUSHALAYL!™ (J°Lit SUPPLEVENT OF "YEDIOT AKHRONOT") Five photog raphs of the

site were featured u ndor the heading "F IRE Ol NARKIS STREET". Cov erage included
2 recapi tulation of t he fire, a summary of five attacks on Jerusalem Christian preper-
ties since 1273, an initial ref usal by Rabbi ¥ahana to comment. A feature article
headed "ARSOM: Al INFORIATION CALAMET y* by Zvi Sincer anzlyzed the pessible impact on
Jewish communities abroad, and reported on offorts to organize an information campaion
with the cooperation of Christians to expiain that Israeli authorities had no part in
the act and are working to trap the culprit s. Daniel R ossing of the R eligious Affaies
Department also expressed his concorn over possible nea ative reactions abroad. Local
Christians with whom ae has been in contact are convinced the fire vas t he work of
isolated indiv iduzis, 1 Issing 123 personally involved aboui  vio years- ago  in
trapping a “lunatit, a ione welf," who tried to set the Christian hbnokshop “THE TORCH®
qafire. He underscored the infore-tion damageto Israel's imaje by such acts in a country
"on which the eyes of the Christ ian world are focused becauze of 3t sacredness to
miskions of believers.” Visrael Lippel commented that “every Christian institution in
Israel is a branch of a araat vorld -ontre warbering miltions of believers, and the
weight of these institutions is far bayond what they appear to b e Tocally. Attacks on
Christian institutions in Ismael kindle flames of passion in the hearts of many people
around the world." [{ayor Kollek accused Gov't leaders of "negiecting the auardinc of
holy places. Every sion of violenre af ainst any religion vill in the final analysis
hurt us in our rule over a united Jerusalem.”

"KAYL HA TR (JERUSALE!: SUPPLENENT OF HEAPETZ) Two full pacesfinc1uding four phatoqnath
focused on the nolice investigat ion of the suspects were part of the front-page story,
uhich at the time hinacd on the identiTication of a hair cluster found near the fire.

T he articlie alsc touched on the anti-mizsionary activities of Rav Golding and the.
MHETIVYA" [lesianic congregation headed by Shulam. The second article, headed " HEY ARE
BURKING FRIEMDS ALSO", featured an interview with Ur. Lindsey by iladav Shragai, and made
referencc to Religious Affairs Uep't files on the Baptists as “missionaries." "VYAD iL'-
ARHIIT" still considers the Raptists as missionaries but denounced the arson. "These a. -
- not our methods,” a spokesman staied.- They believe that the demonstrative friendship of
the Baptists for Israel is oniv a cov ar-up for their missionary activities designed to
at tract Jews to Christianity. Danied Rossing nf the Heligious Affairs vep't, however,
denies this charae. He divides tue churches into three cate onves: Those who. have
decided against missions to the Jows, th ose who refusc to abandon missions o anyonc,
and those who agree on mission but vho compromise by saying that in view of the historic
circumstances there should be no nissiopary activity amona Jois today. Rossing puts t he
beptists in the third cav.ogory of thosé who in principle believe in mission work amony
Jews but do not i itiate wissionary activities in the"vulg ar" sense of the term by
launching literatupra campaians among st Jews, for example. Althoug he dees not aoreo
to such activity, Rossing wonsiders it "unharmful." Or. Lindsey himself denies that he
is a missionary and is Jeneraily accer able to tine israéli cs Tablishment. He has served
four times as a " judae in the Horld Bible Quiz: 10t aithst _anding nrotests to the Prine
“inister's Office by “YAD L'AKHIW" . drtwithst andina reports to the contrary, neither
Lindsey nor his congregation take a political stahd (unlike the Iiternational Christian
Embassy) on Isracl's boundaries, "Greater Land of Israel,” etc.

A sidebar on the same page quotes excerptis from a “"secret document” taken from the files
of the /linistry of Religious Affairs ir the lat o 126Us, as follows.: "The 3aptists .'n
Israel, whose congregation numbers some 120 membars, are the most Agaressive amona wic
Protestants in Isreel, althoug h they are most dang erous on the political level...I (un-
named) have the imprassion that they arc less interested in huntine 0 wish souis ny

means of individual conversions hut are fighting on a wider front: w .at is, a general
assault on the religious-political regime in Isracl. By means of writing (in their Heb-
rev and English oram AYAHAD' ; they conduct a continual offensive against the 'millet
system,' the probles o0 'he is a Jd ew?' in opposition to the tlinstry of Relicious Affairs,
the Rbbinate, the Interior Hinistry, etc., and aspire to separate all matters of religion
from matters of State...These poisénous articlez iave a grest influence on public opinion
in the U.S.A. and slsewhere. last year the baptists t ook under .their protection a
number of apostates uhe had beoeon ‘persccuted’ or allevedly *discriminated ag ainst'."

13TH OCTOBER 1962

HAARETZ: llembers of the J'1m “unicioal Courcil will contri bute to the restoration of
-the Raptist Church in J"im in response to the proposal of Yehiel Guttman. Several ultra
ORTHODOX MEMBERS OF Ag wdat Yisrae? raised objections. ~ -, .explaining that according
to Jewish religious Yaw, an ultra-cothedox Jew may nov .uitribute to. a church. “YEDIOT

ARHRONOT" claims only one member of ‘Agudat Yisrael r aised objections. . "DAVAR": In a
feature article hy tioshe Koi. “he former vourist Minister expressed hhis opinions on va-
rious current cvents, and inked the antizionis? and anti~Israel campaian in Italy
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which preceded the bombing attack on the Rome Synagocue to the same spirit of inteler-
ance and fanaticism which led to the turning of the Baptist Church in J'lm. "Wo must
call our people to the way of tolerance and to fight against the cultivation of narrow-
minded nationalism.” The writer questicned the wisdom of a radic interviewer askina

Dr. Lindsey, "standinu on the ruins of his burat-down church, whether he engaced in
missionary activity...such idiocy:”

15T H OCTORER 1962

HAARETZ, DAVAR, KAUL HA'IR: THE THO BUSPECTS Ii! THE ARSON ATTACK OM THE BAPTIST CHURCH
RELEASED FROI! PRISOIl AS A RESULT Od INSUFFICIENT EVI DEUCE I POLICE HANDS. (Police to
continue their investigation.)

LETTER TO EDITOR: (Daniel Rossing to KAUL HA'IR) Responding to the article by tadav
Shragai of 12.10. 82, Rossing asks leave to note that whatcver was uritten in the
"cocret document from the 190 L...certainly provides no guidelines for us in 1932 in
our relations with the Baptist Church in Tsrael...The Ministry of Relicious Affairs is
not tryint to stir u, inter-religious passions but the contrary; to do everyt fina
possible to bring about understanding and fraternity amonc 21l faiths in Israel,

g eneraliy, and particularly in the Holy City Jerusalen:; and we strongly dencunce the
attempt of any element impeding these objectives.”

YEDIOT AKHRDIOT: A sardonic attack on it he man in the street" who accents all kinds
of violent behaviour with a shruc. ..whether it be the lunacy of religious famatics set-
ting a moscuc afire or burning down the Daptist Church in Jarusalem.

CAARIV: “dhe minefield of Or. Rebert Lindsey”--A full-page interview by Y aacov Ha-
elyon of Ur. Lindsey with much biog raphical material. A feu quetations of Dr. Lindsey
follow® "There must be freedom to receive Jews (in the Church). The Christian Church
must be open to everyone who wishes to join it...but “there must be avareness of Jewish
sensitivity in Israel. I : <«say that we don't enoage in missionary activity hecause
in Israel the term has a necative sense. It's always linked to suspicions of bribery
and enticement. But, yes, we are missionaries in the sensc that wo are open to every
man. ." ~Yosrae] Lippel: “I'm convinced that in the past the Baptists also worked
on the assumption that they must win souls te their community until they learned that
Israeli society doesn't suffer misionaries. ttat do they do? They translate, for ex-
ample, Christian books into llebrew aimed only at Jews. Is this missionizing? Of sp,
is the translation of the ilebren Scriptures and Talmud into English and their distribu-
tion in stores a form of Jewish missionizing?' Lindscy and his fellou-Baptist s are
not embittered acair:t Israel, and are well avare that only a handful of zealots are
involved in the activities against them. "I was rov ed more than anythina else
by & younc ‘Jad, .ays Lindsev, about 10 years old, who came here on iis hicycle and
in words of comf ort said to rme? 'You'll see, you'll have an even bigger and more heau-
tiful church here than before...'"

GAARIV: An dint erview with flormn Littel, Director of Bapt ist Village in Petah Tikva,
against the backearound of the J'im Baptist fire; gave a history of Captist Yillage, its
past ministries and its present ministry as a conference centre. 8

17TH OCTOBER 1982 . . | -
"OTER™ (The voweled, simple Hebrew journal): A brief reviev of the incident.

18TH OCTOBER 1982 N ' ; : '
HARRETZ: LETTER TO EUITCR (Elisheva Rimon, Chair-person of the Socicty of Kindergartens
and Day Nurseries Ohel Yaacov, Ramat Gan). An expression of solidarity vith Pastor
Lindsey and recol lecting friendship and helpfulness of Lindsey during last tense days
of British ‘andate in 1947 when he turned ov e a bung alow to a Jewish kindergartcn

for a half-vear free-of -charge.....JERUSALEI POST "CHRISTIAN COITIENT/OIKOUEIIKOS" ,
under the heading "SEUS AND HOM-JEV'S RALLY I¥ SUPPCRT OF BAPTIST CHURC! featured an
article b y a Christian writer describing the warm and v. aried responses of the J ewish
community to the burning of the Baptist Church.

21ST CCTOBER 1982 ia
HARRET Z: In an article dealing with the Haifa Rabhinate's opposition tOCQHEFEU§E51“]
play "NEFESH Y EHUDD", Haifa Chief Rabbi Cohen was gquoted as denouncing the attack on
the Baptist Church as "a criminal act...and I'm sorry that you have been recompensec
evil for good," the rabbi reportedly uwrote to Lr. Lindscy. He referred to an awranget
ment worked out between him and the Baptists whereby the latt er acreed to forege the
construction of a centre on land adjacent to an ultra-orthodox community.

22/ OCTOBER 1582

In a news article about a Youth Information team headed for the U.5.A., an Israeli
group ' “of teenagers was br iet ed in a special lecture about the Baptist Church
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feature article in the weekend supplement under the heading “F IRE IM THE CHURCH ,*

pased on intervidws with Lindsey, Kahana and Linpel, and accompanied by six photoarapis.
Also incliuded was 2 description of a Sehbath service n a tent out side t ne ruined
church and a wedding performs.  Hy Lindsey for 2 coupte from Ir Ovot who were accompanic!
by several religious Jows. Some excerpls: "Rabbi iahana has no doubts that Christ ian-
ity, and certainiy the Baptist sect. is miscionary. Look at Billy Graham, says Kahana.
he's a well-known missionary and Bagtist. Lindsey is a missionary. That is the destiny
of Christianity, its mission, Sure, the Baptisis are great triends of Israel, but that
is only because of tha hene that at the climex of the comon path, with the coming of
viessiah, we will accen: the yoke o’ Christienity and Jesus as FMessiah and God. If Lind-
sey says he's no missionary, then he's a liar... e most conviting proof that every
Christian is a missionary is put intc a compact little book of Kahana's. Once Yillem
van der Hoeven, director of the “-*'1 Christian Embassy in Iswael said to him "Rabbi Xa-
hana, if you would taks upon wuirself the Eeue religion. ~ would be one of the graat
men in the world.” T ¢ estify, says Kalena, that he is ssionary and that was an
attempt to convert me. Thovafore, I teld you that I'm n. against the burning of the
Baptist church: on tine cont rary, I'm joyful over it. I reioiced to hear thev had burng
them out . T only lament ed e hear of the shame of what came afterviards, that Burg went
to visit them. 0Oh, what a shame!™ ihat pains Rabbi Kahana is thet in our Land of Israsi
the Kilesset has not cnacted » law adairst the - oresence of Christians in Israel, at least
the missionaries among them. In KelANATS aves the greatest hovror is that we have
lost the sense of dread of‘the [lission’ .. sabra has lost the sense of being Jewish,
ne says. The sabra has bacome an Israeli, not a Jew. And speaking of horrors, 1 relate
to him that o small number of Jews take part in the Paptist Sabbath prayers. A horror,®
says our rabbi....abomination..."and ybu shall surg e out the evil from your midst..."
There is no way to prevent Jews frowm praying there, only by enacting legislation. Sut
the ilational Peligious Party doesn't care any Tenger. Thoy don't understand that there
is no differencc between loting Jews in the gas chambers of Auschwitz and in the “ission.
So they have burnt them out, and now Lindsey 15 a national hero. Mo haven't gained any-
thing. A lar . ust be enacted against the llission. Begin isn't the most democratic
person, so why doesn't he see to the nassaae of such a Taw?" (In a sidebar accompanying
the feature, Yisracl Lipnel providod backaround infermation ahout the Raptist mevement ,
its history, practices and preserce in Isracl.)

CHRISTIANS PRO-iSRAL

"FEAST OF TABERIACLES": An asscitnent of 20 clippings Trom the local press dealt with
the Ilternational Chris.ian Calebration Buring the feast of Tabernacles (sponsored by
the International Christ ian Fmbassy) in its various aspacts: Participation in the an-
nual Jerusalem flarch, an address 3y PV, Uenahien Segin at the opening - session ("Jews and
Christians can cooperate for a better future and for a better 1ife for our children and
grandchildren,” he declared to an enthusiastic .crowd of 4,000), Photogranhs of the

event were carried by the major deily newspapers. The "biblical dinner”, which concluded
the week-long event, was not damponed, “contrary to expectaticns," by the arson attack
against the Baptist Courch. ("YEDIOT AKHROMOT, 11.70.8 2) A delegation from the "Feast”
met with Isracli Fres. lavon at his official residence. He denounced the burning of the
Baptist Church and also warncd ava’ius: the kind of cr iticism of Israel which goes beypmd
a legitima € exercise and becomas 2 denial of israel's right to exist. (MAARIV,DAVAR 12.10)

in Jerusalem ‘n the wake of the arsen attack. "YEDIOT AKHROMOT" carried a three-pace
F B
PN

In an analytical articic. Y isracl Liopel interpreted the moivas

behind the “Feast" based on Zochariah 54:16, and wrote: “Clearly, lechariea’s prophecy
13 connected with the end times, and it can be understood that tho: “hristians who
trouble t hemselves to come from distant lands to Jerusaiem on the i .ast of Tabernacles
have both their feet in the eschatolca ical precess, and the piessiah (vho for them is
of course Jesus the Hazarene) is already standing behind the wail waiting for his re-
entry into Jerusalem...Those Christians, velatively few, by no means represent the
great majority of the worldwi ‘e Christien church which numbers more than a billion he-
Tievers, nor are Athey supported by one serious church in Israel. {There is also a
suspicion of missionary intent behind iheir activities, althouat. they deny this.)
Hithout making any finai determinatiun, at the very least it should be made clear that
the motives of the participants ave purcly Christian, theological or mystical." (MAARIV:
1.10. 82) A closing article headad "SUCH, LOVE" vias subheaded® "OME COULD ALI'0DST DR Oy
IN THE SEA OF UARMTH AND LOVE RADIATING,FROUSANDS OF PRO-ISR AEL CHRISTIANS WHO SPENT
THE FEAST OF TABERMACLES HERE." It inciudet a solection of quotations from leaders and
festival participants attending the bibiical dinner, the closing event of the celohra-
tions. (FAARIV: 14. 1. 22) .
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