UCCI NEWS CLIPPINGS DIGEST SELECTIONS No. 111 (TO: 4 Mar 83)
(50 clirpings)

HEBREW CHRISTIANS

CARDINAL LUSTIGER: "OUR ISRAEL" (New York Hebrew-language journal)! under the head-
;gg "HISTORICAL FIRST--JEWISH CONVERT APPOINTED CATHOLIC CARDINAL", published a re-
rort Feag Pardig about Cardinal Lustiger, his Jewish background, his identification
as a Jew, and several of his remarks. "I am a Jew and conscious of it. I feel no.
sense of having betrayed my Jewish brethren. Like them, I suffered scorn, persecu-
tion and historic tragedy." (20.1.83) Two Israeli-Roumanian papers (VIATA NOASTRA,
1.2.83; ADEVERUL, 4.2.83) quoted from zn interview the new cardinal gave to the
German paper "DER SPIEGEL'. "HAARETZ" columnist Natan Danovitz (6.2) is reminded
by the appointment of Lustiger of the Jewish joke in which the Pope is told by a .
Jewish visitor in Rome that a New York cardinal is antisemitic. Why? He had ap-
~ pointed recently six new bishops and not one was a Jew! 1In a small news item HAARETZ
(13.2) reported that the "right-wing' Parisian Mayor Jacques Chirac sought to pre-
 vent' the appointment of Lustiger to his post as Cardinal because of Lustiger's al-
leged Socialistic tendencies and support of '"nationalization' of all private schools,
~including Catholic schools. On its editorial page, YEDIOT AKHRONOT (3.3) noted
with satisfaction, under the heading of "THE JEWISH HEART", that Cardinal Lustiger
and his Anglican counterpart, Bishop Hugh Montefiore, both have denounced "the
rising tide of antisemitism in the world, not even concealing their opinion that
Christianity has a hand in this unfortunate phenomenon; it would be well,' the
editor concludes, "if their way were emulated by other persons of Jewish origin
who have reached high positions in their countries, especially in politics, and
were willing to extend a hand to their former people, instead of demonstrating un-
ceasing alienation." (SEE ALSO SELECTIONS #110, page 3, HEBREW CHRISTIANS, LUSTIGER)

BISHOP HUGH MONTEFIORE: News reports on the Bishop of Birmingham (“"THE JEWISH -
CONVERT BISHOP OF THE HOUSE OF MONTEFIORE') appeared in several Hebrew journals
‘as well as a two-page interview in "DVAR HASHAVUA". TIn the wake of a church lec-
ture on the Holocaust, Montefiore was quoted as saying that the Christian scrip-

. tures, and especially the New Testament, were guilty of anti-Jewish incitement
that led to the Nazi Holocaust. (HAARETZ:28.2); also that this applies even to the
words of Jesus, for in parts of the New Testament -'there is an atmosphere of mor-
bid hatred towards the Jews,' whose image is of "a monster"” (HATSOFEH:1.3), and
that "our antisemitism prevents Jews from becoming Christians," except in rare in-
stances like that of his own. (HAARETZ:1.3) All the articles .ote the link of
the bishop to the Sephardic Montefiore family renowned in modern Jewish history.

In the interview headed FIRST TO AN ISRAELI NEWSPAPER, '"DAVAR HASHAVUA" (4.3) cor-
‘respondent Shaul Zedekiah describes the background of Bishop Montefiore and the
"innumerable sacred cows he has slaughtered, theologically and ideologically."
Converted at age 17, while living the life of a traditional Jew (his father Charles
was the president of the Spanish-Portuguese Synagogue in London at the time), he
admits that his decision to become a Christian was not based on reading the New
Testament, "because it was not permitted to read it; my concept of Christianity was
very weak, but I had my own vision cf Jesus, and that was all.'" Although his family
was shocked, they did not reject him. '"Afterwards I read the New Testament and

it was very exciting," he added. He joined the Anglican Church in 1939, fought in
World War Two, taking part in the Burma campaign, and afterward studied theology at
Oxford. In 1970 he became Bishop of Kingston, and six years later was elected "
Bishop of Birmingham. He defines himself as a Jew by race and Chri an by choice.

"I've always seen myself as a Jow. For me Christianity is the embodiment of Judaism,
and I hope that in the Church there wiil be more Jewish influence; today it is too -
Christian," he says. Is he the Church's ambassador to the Jewish world? he was
asked. "No, no, I'm very suspect in the Jewish world. In the Christian world I'm
not suspect," he replies. He recalls that in 1974 when he was invited by a rabbi

to lecture before Cambridge University Jewish students, the Wolfson Fund directors
who support Jewish student activities at the university demanded and obtained the
cancelation of his lecture, and the Chief Rabbi called for his removal from any
Jewish platform. Recently in Birmingham at the opening of an exhibit about the
Auschwitz death camp the local rabbi refused to share the platform with him, and

the bishop bowed out,

The bishop says he is not bitter about Jewish attitudes towards hir, At a London
lecture dealing with Auschwitz he excoriated Christianity and the West for its par
in the Holocaust. "It would of course be mistaken to see Christianity as responsibe
for the 'Final Soluticn'. The Nazi horrors were the direct consequence of the secu-
larization of Christian prejudices," he declared. Returning to the ancient (MORE)
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Christian sources, he concludes unequivocally that antisemitism is at the very heart
of the New Testament He presents his proofs from John's Gospel "as naked antisemitism
according tothe New Testament.' The bishcp wears a large cross on his clerical gar-
ment, and the interviewer found it hard to relate his ""shocking" eriticism of
Christianity with his jilustrious Jewish ancestry and clerical position. Asked what
the Church could do to improve the situation, Montefiore replied: First, to reject
categorically the notion that the Jews have sinned any more than others, and not

forget that they belong to the people of Jesus. Secondly, to recognize that Chris-
tianity is incomplete without its Jewish components, and also to acknowledge that

Jews are psychclogically prevented fron accepting the "Good News' about Jesus, which
for centuries were "Bad News" for them. Thirdly, to abandon the idea that the New
Testament is only for Christians. "It is also worthwhile for Christians to remember
that their historical suffering brought the Jews into the mystery which characterizes
the faith of Jesus, his death and resurrection.” Montefiore refers to himself as

a "Jewish Christian" with complete conviction about his views and his right to express
them, however unpopular. e

BENJAMIN D'ISRAELI (LORD BEACONSFIELD): In a feature article about D'Israeli's pilgrim-
age to Jerusaiem in 1830-31, the writer noted D'Israeli's self-identification as a

Jew despite the fact that he was at the zge of 13 baptized. His journey in the

East was '"among other things, part of his search for an integrated solution to his
Jewishness and his Christianity. It would seem he had found what he was looking for:
The Jewishness that granted him a sense of superiority which he apparently needed in
order to reach the place of glory he sought as a Christian, notwithstanding his Jewish
origin, in England.” 1In 1851 he responded affirmatively to the question of the 15th
Earl of Derby about the possibility of Jewish return to the Holy Land, offering
practical suggestions how this might be dccomplished, especially by establishing Jewish
settlements on the land with security arrangements for the settlers. (KOL YERUSHALAYIM)

AHARON LEVY: Aharon Levy, age 70, of Azur, in the mid-1970s became known for directing
a community, together with his wife, by name of Beth-El Zion. It engaged (according

to the couple) in the reconversion 'to Judaism of converts. He was sentenced yesterdsy
to a suspended prison sentence of 15 months and a fine of 500 shekels following con-
viction for incitement to false testimony. In the charge sheet against them it was
stated that they assisted a couple of U.S. Christians to give false testimony in or-
der to have them converted to: Judaism. The Americans received New Immigrant Certifi-
cates and then imported (various items with duty exemptions). It was decided to drop
the charges against the accused's wife. (HAARETZ: 24.2.83) ' d oL i

PETER SCHNEIDER: A eulogy of the late Peter Schneider appeared in the Religious Af- -
fairs column of 'MAARIV" under the byline of Israel Lipel, former Director-General of -
the Ministry of Religious Affairs. Lippel wrote of Peter Schneider's work in Israel
in interfaith and dialogue. "He became acclimated very quickly in Lsrael, learnt He-
brew, developed good Social' ties and was liked by everyone. Nevertheless, some of
his colleagues found him suspect becauss of his Jewish origin. (The latter part of
the article deals with "another Righteous Gentile', a Mormon leader Legrand Richards,
who worked hard to encourage Mormon-Israel cooperation, despite the fact that '"Mormons
persistently labour to convert others to their religion, and they see themselves as

representatives of the tribes of Ephraim and Mnesseh." The passing of Schneider and
of Richards is a loss to Israel. (MAARIV:25.2.83) © :
THE MISSION " | '

BAPTISM OF ISRAELI JEWESS FROM HOLON:: "My daughter is lost; it's already impossible

to save her soul from the missionaries, from these deceivers who call themselves re-
presentatives of the Messiah: But the Pe¢oPle of gsraek must know. Let parents guard
their children from these liars," ‘a father of a 20-year-old daughter who converted

and was baptized into Christianity and finally left her parents' home in Holon de-
clared. "The day that I saw the photographs of the baptismal ceremonv became the black-
est day of my life. Until then I didn’t believe that she was seriously occupied

with these matters,' he says, his eyes glazed with tears. .He tells about his young-

est daughter (bora much later than two other sons). '"Now I am a pensioner and the

time has come for me to have some joy from her, that she should marry and bring me
grandchildren. What else is there in my life besides my children? And then come these
wretches and persuade the child to become 'a troubler of Israel.' What I didn't do for
her, bought her all kinds of things in order to persuade her to stay with us at home,
but nothing helped. She lived with her friends, also Ciristian apostates, who even
found her work in some kind of embassy. They tell me tiat's their method, to help
financially in order that she will have no reason to return to her parents." He spreads
literature on the table which was sent to their address while she was still home,
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literature of the '"Messianic movement', which he calls '"the tracts of Satan."

The mother of the girl describes the daughter as 'an intelligent girl, very musi-

cal, gifted in languages. I don't know what they did to her in the Army. We were
such a happy family, even when she was nearing the end of her military service, when
this happened. Her brothers have studied, grown up, married, brought us grandchildren.
We always had "Kiddush" (blessing over' the wine) on the Sabbath, also candles, but

- there was no religious coercion. The children ﬁould travel on the Sabbath to visit

- their friends! we: gave them freedom." - S h

The father continues: Truc, she didn't hold down jobs, she changed jobs several
times, and then they came along, they feund something for her. She always had
friends of the highest caliber, also in the Army, officers. The persuasion began
while she was enlisted, there on the base where she served, a soldier prescnted him-
self as an evangelist, an apostle. He spoke to her at length about ''the Messianic
movement," took down her hore address, and immediately there began to arrive various
pieces of 1lit erature and invitations to conferences. It appears that this sjoldier
knew how to speak convincingly and she was attrected. They offcred her a better
life, and now we remain, her mother and I, at home praying that by a mira- ‘e she
might return. I don't know hew they de it, but they know about families in distress,
the addresses of soldiers, and they try to influence everyone." An invitation is
brought out bearing the remark: "The cost does not have to prevent you from taking
part," the address given is Beit Ydidya, Rehov Tishbi, 122, Haifa. Also written on
the invitation: "New Year's Conference--the Xingdom of Heaven according to the Gospel
of Matthew in the New Testament....Only 40 shekels, 50% discount for soldiers and:
children. Another invitation to a Passover Conference is directed to those for whom
their children's education is preciou” =""How to Lead Children to the Mess1ah &

e invitations are signed by Victor Smadja, a name which is not new ard has appeared
" in the headlines. He is one of the activists in the "Messianic Society" which was
founded in 1958, and he was more than once the target of violcnce against the back-
ground of his activity. In 1973 an improvised explosive was laid at his door in Jeru-
salem. 1In the bulletin of "YaD L'Ahim (antimission society) Victor Smadja is men-
tioned as active among familics in distress, and among immigrants from Eastern lands.

He set up the "Messianic Societies'. for identical purpcses, and they engage in the
promulgation of literature in shone in Tel-Aviv (on Frlshman St.) and Eilat St.,

and on Yefct St. and Ber-Hoffman also.

"Their literature arrives all the time. I throw it into the waste basket and again

it comes, every kind and from every place, snw.il tracts and large tracts, things which
turned my daughter's head. ' She began to fraternize with Gentile youth and with zpos-
tates, and finally she sought to leave home. She moved to Jaffa somewhere near the
nuns; she still visits home, but she is far from us in spirit." ("MAARIV: GUSH DAN
LOCAL SUPPLEMENT" 4.2.83. Accompanying the article is a photo of "CHRISTIAN BAPTISM
IN THE LAKE OF GALILEE--THE BAPTIZER AND TWO YOUNG JEWISH GIRLS"; also a photo of the
invitation to a conference at Beit Yedldyi" "HOW TO LEAD A CHILD TO THE MESSIAH.
INVITATION SIGNED BY VICTOR SMADJA. ) ;

MISSION SCHOOLS: ''CROSS & CROSSFIRE". ‘Under this heading a feature article appeared
in the YEDIOT AKHRONOT '"'KOL TELAVIV' SUPPLEMENT (4.2.83) in the wake of remarks made
by M.K. Ora Namir following a visit to the Jaffa French Catholic school. (SEE SELECT.
#110, page 1 top). A review of the visit is supplied, and the reporter continues:
But it would seem that it is a tempest in a teapot. The involvement of 'the Mission"
in the debate over school integration (of deprived and advantaged  hildren) does

not seem relevant to the facts in the field. There are after all only four Chris.
ian church schools in Jaffa, and in two of them only Arab Christians study, while

the other two are the French School St. Joseph and the Scottish Church school Tat “tha.
Both Christian and Moslem children attend and some 170 Jewish children, of which 65
are of mandatory school age, with 2bout half coming from mixed families of Jewish=
Christian intermarriages.. Even Dr. Shoshani of the Tel-Aviv Municipality believes
that in such cases the best educational soluton is tc be found in these schools.
However, even such families whose children are not from mixed marriages, have not
been enticed to study at these schoois, as the term ''the school of the Mission' sur-
gests. Not only are parents not paid to bring their children to the Mission but the
schooling costs even in the lower grades no less han 900 shekels per month.  Most
of these atte.d the French school. - The principal, a Maronite monk, stresses:
that Jewis. pupils learn nothing opposed to Judaism and certainly do not learn the -
Christian religion. "A pupil could remain in school for 13 years and not even know
what the New Testament is,'" he says. The fact that he is a monk is only a personal
matter, but in the cschool he dresscs in ordinary clothes. There are some 19 Jewish
teachers in the school who teach Bible and Hezbrew, but French is the main languagec.
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1.X. Ora Namir exnlained in an int erview the reason for visitine the church school.

“I have for ten years been making t ours of educational institutions -f Israel. To
represent my remarks about tie levelof education at the French Jlission school as sun-
thildren to the ilission is a delibera to distortion."
_spimpestion of Albert Ben-Giat tq visit the "tission

tiie (low) achievement of his children in the

Yar den state schood, there was nq}guﬁﬁ_secondary school that would accent them. ™I want-
ed to understand how it was that_a:JéMish‘father reacihed a stage that he would send his
children t osuch a school," she said. ‘She was nuch impressed by the level of reading

v

.skill of first-graders at the Mission, and the princinal said the secret of success vas

in beginning lessons in reading and writing from ape three. It was only when she left
the school and discussed the differences between the Yarden state school and the mission
school witlh Ben-Ciat that the Israel reporter from HAARETZ came on the scene, overheard
the conversation and published it. e

EXCE2PTS FROM MINUTES OF KHESSET €O HIT TEE OF EDUCATION & CULTIRLE : (DAVAR:7.2.83)

™ Y. GIL: T have wanted to propose a serious discussion of the response of {K Dr. Perah
to remarks of thie chairperson (Ora Hamir) in the matter of the “ission.. There 'is a
certain concept in the country now that the truth-must not be declar ed, that it might

be harmful...I am not entering into the methodology of teaching at the llission. I would

" certainly net recommend attendance at the “iission. "I, for example, left t he Ratis.onne

school in 1946 and transferred to a Jewish school. There is no need to preach to me.
At the same time the way to conme with this problem...is to get to the heart of it. Par-
ents are complaining about t he education of their children. ..

K BEN ZOIIAR: The facts in the field are that there ar e parents who ar e sending their
children to the ilission because of the sit uation in the (Sh'kunat i atikva) neighbourhood,
and it is inpossible to ignore this....T he fact that the standard there is higher is very
serious. It leads to one of two conclusions: Either to send many children to the 'ission,

sometiiing we don't want; or to imnrove the standard of education in tre neighbourhood; not

- o close the mission--that is a problem in its own right. How do we cause parents NOT

to send their children to the "tission... (ExD EXCERPTS)
"'LET TER f‘f‘ EDITOI‘{:. {(B. NITZAM, TELAYIV) Conderms remarks of !4 Ora Hamir. (}'-JAARIU:S.Z.SEJ

"56 TEL-AVIV PUPILS IN HIS&INM SCHOOLY: Th e Dept of Bducation head in the Tel-Aviv Muni-
cipality reported that 56 pupils from that area are studying at mission schools out of
70,000 children in the T.A. school system, “an infinitesmak number: nevertheless , the
municipalit y is working with other arouns to persuade the families to remove their
children from these institutions. ''Alas for the shame of it that in the first Yebrew city,
children are turning to the iiIssion, but we rmust see it in the proper nronortion,’ ke said,
_ : (HAADETZ: 7.2.83)
APPEAL FOR AID AGAINST JAFFA iISSION: S. Gefen, a member of the Tel-Aviv municipality,
has pronosed cooperation with '"Keren Yaldeint' and 'Y ad L*Ahin'' in order to broaden the -
work of rescuing Jewish children from the “iIssion in view of the puklicity about the in-

‘volvement of the Jaffa Mission in the ducation of Jewisli children. The pronosal will he

~ discussed at the next neeting of the Junicipality. (HATSOFE! - 16.2.83)

NEVLi ZAAL: THREAT T9 SEWD CIILDREN TO “TSSION: Parents of Meveh Zahal children are re- ;
fusing to nay fines imposed on them Ly a runicipal court for their refusal to send their !
children to the Yarden school. If no solution to their prohlem is found, they will volun- ‘¥
tarily go to prison. They have also threatened to send their children to the French 5

AISSIONARIES IN GALLILEE: A local journal reports that missionaries are roaming ahout
the Galilee among new immigrants in Safed with the purpose of turning up Jews who can
be persuaded t o convert to Christianity. They have disguised themselves as Jews and found’
an English-speaking new immigrant married to a Genttie woman, to whom they gave a crucifix
and other Christian ritual objects, and they even invited him t o come to a monastery,
Joel, .a new immigrant from the USA,.rclated that even before coming to Isael he had met

a group of Christians wh o implored him to help them and they would nay his travel fare.

- He then traveled with them to Jorcan and Israel, and here one of the g roun took him to

a monastery and tried to convert him, This Christian said t hat the llessialr would come
only when all the Jews convefted!i0 Christianity. Joel, of course, did not believe these
stories and left the group. - e also renorted that missionaries aive loan. and pifts, en-
tert ain guests and succeed in tranning innocent Jews into their net. low surnrised Joel
was to find thew roanming about Tiberias, Vered Hagalil, Rosh Pina and even in Safed.
Klowledgeable nersons in Safed recall that in the 1920s fiere was a Christian congrega-
tioﬁlﬁafed, and several atttempts have been made in recent years by missionaries t o return
to the city. secause of this, the rabki of LiUbavovit ch decided to esttahlish K Ir yat [lab-
ad,  ("DA-TA” CARMIEL : 28.1.83) (‘ORE)
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FRA LANSEN:  JERUSALED? POST (21.2.83) puhlished a letter from LIef A. 'lilssen and John

1. Jirdgensen reacting to a "POST' story of 14.12.82 concerning iansen and the Carrel
Institute in which Hansen claimed tiie PLO was behind the accusations leveled against hin.
“This is entirely incor rect,” t he writers claim, anddetail the differences between !lansen
and the Carmel Institute Boar d., such as the relations between !ansen and his family with
young peonle serving the Institute, economic t ransactions on behalf of the Irstitute, and
Hlansen's angry reactions to their letters and questions., It noted that "Orwegian tax
authorities rare now investigating the account s and practices of the Carmel Institute.”

"HAARIV published an apology (17.2.83) under the heading, "FPA FAY HAHSEN IS NOT TUE DIRECTOR
OF A HISSION(AND IS HOT BEINC CUARGED., In HAARIV on 17.8.82 a story was puhlished;under

the heading NORWLECIAN MISION DIRECTNR ACCHSED OF THEFT OF DOMAT TONS IWN MILLINMNS.” This

was based, according to the story, on a comnlaint to the Hawwep ian police. It now apnears
that the police in N rwdy have closed the file and Fra lLiansen will not be charged inasmuch
as the comnlaints were found to he without subst ance. Lilkewise, the accusations mentioned
in the story were found to he baseless. The minister !lansen does not direct a mission hut
opposes all missionary activity in Tsrael and has published many writings against missionary
activity in Israel...lle is regarded as an enthusiastic Zionist. "e exvress regret and apo-

~ logize for the story published and f or the sorrow caused Rev. Fra Fay ‘lansen.” (SEE ALSO
SELECTIONS #109, nag e 5 top, under heading "CiRISTIANS PRO-ISRAEL - SCADIHAVIA™)

BiziA SERG ER LAIDY. "B'SHAROH UV'SiONRON'' (22.12.82) oublished a news article on the purchases
of the Emma Berger sect in Pardes Ilanna and its registration as a non-profit society for the
acquiring of "knowledge of the llely Scrintures and the Holy Land, worling the land, apricul
tural development for non-profit purposes, for hosting friends and investors and for devel-
oping t ourism..." An official was quoted as saying, ‘le have nothing against the Pethel
people, who are working tic land and the orchar ds which they have Liought in the area,

with tractors, combines anc other farm machinery which they bought with their own money."

A VIAARPIV! SUPPLE!ENT (SHARON & SHO'IM ") featured a story about a local farmer in Binya-
riina who has mount ed a campaipgn against the manner of land distribution by the Israel Land
Authority in this settlement, which was designed to forestall land nurchases by the Emma
Berger sect. !e protested the alleg ed inequity of the land distribution. (14.1.83)

CGHRISTIAMNS 18 ISRAEL

BAPTIST CHURCH: *le must nraise tlic Prime i'inister and iin. of INterior & PNlice for their
swift denunciation of the criminals in our capit al city who set fire to the Baptist Church...
and we must demand that the nolice uncover the criminals...'hen antisemit es attack syna-
gogues abroad, then we find in Jerusalem those who actually abet them by demonstrating to

the Christian world that there is neither resnect nor security for non-Jewish holy nlaces

in the lioly City. Only criminal idiots are capable of committing such an abominable crime

in our koly City, sacred to all the great relicions. ("TITIROT" : NOVE 'BER 1982)

CHRISTIAN BURIAL: The Jewish Buraal Society of Tishon LeTsion is seeking to exhume two
Lodies of Christians buried in a Jewisl burial nlot following a report t hat they were bu-
ried as Jews. The next -of-kin of the deceased is himself J ewish, but he allegedly in-
formed the burial society that his late wife and daughter vere Jewish when, according to Jew-
ish religious law, they were Chiistians. The hurial society wishes to have them rebur ied
in a Christian cemetery. An appeal to i[.K. Shulamit Aloni hy the family produced an appeal
to the ilin. of Religious Affairs t o refrain from the exhumation nrocess. She called it a
disgrace and "primitive tribalism“ to nur sue the dead because of their religion. In any
case, by virtue of their commitment to Isael for so many years and their Jewish lifestyle,
Aloni argued that there was every reason to regard then as Jewish. (II AARCT Z:14.2 & 15.2)
CHRISTIAHS PRO-ISRAEL ' T ®
CLAUDE CPUVER HOY: A profile in the '.Z.9. wonthly "ISRAEL SCENE"™ (JAN 19283) featured the
I rench srotestant clergyman, Claude Duvernoy, under the heading of "MNE [AN'S MISSION, '
fuvernoy, an Israeli Christian now, founded and heads "CIi2IS TAN ACTION FOR ISRAEL."

VAN DER HOEVEN: Christian ev an elicals are heing called unon to take a wor e active role
in fight ing any »lan requiring Israeli surrender of Judea and Samaria, according to Jan
Millem van der !oeven of the Int ernational Christian Eml-assy in Jerusalem, following a lec-
ture tour in Europe and the 1L.SA. (JLi1 POST : 1.2.83)

LVANCELICALS & JEYS: Aft er years of est rangewment and alienation, Lvangelical Christisns
have begun to meet with Jewish leaders in Mew YOrk and other cities, and are offering
their support for Israel and stating their desire to create new ties with Jewish groups,
the Mew York TIMES reported on a f ront-nage story, according to "WIAARIV' (6.2.83) Jewish
leaders have observed that Christian Fundamentalist-Conservative sunvwort for Israel is on
the upswing, as demonstrated by Evangeljcal writings, preaching and lecturing throuphout
America. ‘this has led to the forming/Cone ‘ative Christian support grouns for Israel,
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SECTARIAHS

"FINGER OF G®": Furt her articles appeared about the F.0.G. sect, one of whose members
committed sucide following enlistment in the I.D.F. (SEE SELECTIONS #1119, pare € SECTARIANS)
An additional story dealt with a young man char ged with assaulting his parents. The
magistrate noted that this was not the first case of assault and damag e involving the sect
and tnat the time had come for the authorities to tackle thie problen ileanwhile, the sec-
ond y cung man is being Left under observation ‘in a mental ward. (AL HAISIIMAR § HAARETZ:6.2
"DAVAR' rep orted (6.2) ths t "AUXIOUS PAREFNTES ORGANIZING TN RES SCUE THEIR CUILDREN FROM hhnﬂa
OF FINGER OF GOD SECT" in the wake of the suicide of Moshe "lelamed of ¥ihbutz Sdeh Boker and
the hospit alization of the second yduth. . At tae funeral of ° 'elaned there were pnarents of
children who had joined the sect centered in Zicron Yaacov, lany kibbut z youth have joined
the sect which teaches rebellion against marent. ‘. avoidance of work and service in the mili-
tary. Police and psychologists dre cooperating with the kiblLutz movement .in seeking to cope
with the phenomenon. (ALSO “HATSOEEL “¥“nIﬂT AKHROWOT” 6.2.83) "MAAP. TV puhlished d rei: -
port on the sect .under headine ""WSTICAL SECT OF POET ESS RINA SHANI IN ZICROH YAACOV A
CENERAL KIGSUTZ PLAGUE." The article described.the extent of the sect's ponularity among
kibbutz members, the resistance to it by psychological, social and other methods. A ‘group:
of concerned parents have apnealed to the riealth Dent to have Pina Shani committed. (6.2.83)

BMIN: An exnosé of the lqlghaect with an estlmatpd 600 members in Israel. Dased in Enrland,
it is headed hy one Lec : Ilegeﬁly disdains Judaisn to the extent that the sect uses mair
-1y English-in its meetin,s, considering lebrew “primit ive.'" It also regards the Bible as
"massé' altiiough it allegedly incorporates elements of Christianity, magic and the teachings
of Leo and his agent in Israel, one llatthew. Testimonies of former sectarians in Israel

were cited, who claim t} ! huge sums of money were raised from marticinant s at sect meetings.
A one-naragrph response by a sect representative, Avi Levy, has it that Emin is ''not a mis-
sionary sect but a non-profit society, and that the Israel branch has no tie to the Ingrlish
centre.' (”LA ISHA" "15.2. oo)

"PENITENT $'": Everyonc talks about the cuits but one sect alone is ignored, says a mother
vhose 18%-year-old son has become a penitent and joénad 'one cof the most eccentric and ex-
tremist groups,'” followers of the hassidic rahbk of Bretzlav. The mother claims that the
conversion of secular youtl o ult ra-orthodox Juﬂalsm also should be exposed like the cults,
and the conspiracy of silence about it broken. GShe claims there is an exnloitation of fear
(in her son's case of impending military service), isolation from familiar surroundings, ob-
sessive r tuals and alteration of sneech, attire und_lntr‘_res_ts which are narallel to other
cults, She annéaled f or hel» from others 1o 1‘ve had ‘¢children or kin involved in the ultra-
o1thodox nenitentd movement. (I AARETZ : 22.2.33) o I : :

INTERFAIT.

JEUTISH _f._)R'i‘II‘)‘)G‘i—F‘f&JGLLILAL JERT: LC'L(‘CI"; of the !‘."erll:'m ”mon of Orthodox fNahhis will meect
in tashineton, D, <. with “v=nne1 ical Christian leaders to wlan 2 commion strategy for winnine
thite I'ouse supnort for Israel. The rabbinical leader is Avner ‘eiss of M.Y., Ld “cInt yre
of Tlermhis hcavq the Christian dglepatlon, which will 1nc1ude prnm1nnnt Lv1ng011L11 1b3deS
like Jbrry Falwell, (”HAARIV”-;.HZ 2 83]

INTERMARRIAGE' Although Isyaeli society hqs -an ambivalent atrltude-twwdrds interfaith marri-
age, Isaac and Anita Flomin (he a native JTsraeli, she a ~serman Christisn) of Jerusalew
testify to a successful int ermarriage. Anita is not converting to Judaism because she does
not want to be deceitful, Although she is a believer, she has no use for the rituals wherchy
the various religions define their Deity. (DAVAR:28.2) A witty piece in "FORUM" (FALL-WINTER
1962) described the ''conversion of the daughter of a devoutly Ckristien English family to
‘Judaism in order to have her marriage and children in thé kibbutz where they live legittmized.
“When I was last in England, -1 came Home fvom church on Christmas Day and 1it the Sabbath
candles. But are my compromises any stranger than those of the D&Oplu who live on the same
hilltop halfway between Judaism and JWaism? They rcfused to allow me and my son to live
with them until I had been to the mikva (ritual bath) and he to the mohel (circumciser), but
they laugh when I light the Sabbath candles...and wouldn't know a kosher kitchen if they

were cooked in onel"

"JUDAEO-CHRISTIANS: '...a few weeks ago Pope John Paul II proclaimed the New Year as a
“Holy Year' imasmuch as it is the 1,950th year since the death of Jesus the Nazarene. Al-
most simultaneously we were notlflcd that East Ccrmany had decided to proclaim 1383 as ' 'The
Year of Karl Marx," to commemorate the cen tenary of Marx's départurc the way of all flesh..
Two Jews are 1nv01vcd here who became Christians without -anyone asking them. Jesus did not
know that he would eventually be reckoned the first Christian while Marx was born one year
after his father convert ed to Christianity. Both of them became...the founders of churches
which transformed the face of the world." (YEDIOT AKHR ONOT: 16.1.83)
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