UCCI NEWS CLIP DI®S S IE CTIONS No. 119 (To: 18.1.84 )

(Number Clippings: 118 )
MESSTANIC ASSENELY IN J¥ HUSALE M
A resident of the Romema neighbourhood in Jerusalem reports that thg sect of the‘Mes-
slanic Assembly whose centre is on Frophets Street has begun operating in the r_xelgh-
bourhood with distribution of books, tracts and bropaganda among _the local realden_ts.
The public is being alerted and urged to decstroy all migsionary literature being dis-
tributed to their homes., (HAMODIYA: 28,12,83)

BADIC EXEEHPT: Police investigators have coneluded that the fire last night on Prophets
Street was the result of opposition to missionsry work, It was also revealed this
morning that it was not the building of the Anglican Church which was set afire (as
erroneously repomted previously) but the bullding belonging to the sect of "Jews for
Jesus", located near the Anglican Church, (6.1.84) A1l the Friday newspapers reorted
that wunknown persons set fire to the house of rTayer of the Apgliean Church on Pro—
phets Street in downtown Jerusslem, with some Sspeculation that it might be t he work
of the terrorist group T.N.T. which has lately attacked non-Jewish religious institu-
tions in Jerusalem and the territories. Type chapel was damaged, but firemen prevented
the fire from Spreading, and no one was hurt, Senigg-;cl)f’%iciala who arrived at the
scene view these attacks on non-Jewish institutions with great seriousness inasmuch

asg freedom of worship is guaranteed for all Teligious groups, 'Ihe fire broke out
after ll'o'clock Thursday evening, The buiiding itself was not damaged, but various
furnishings and books were destroyed, (Compiled from A.M. & F.M. papers)

Fhotographs of the Messlanic Assembly chapel and cleanup work fgll wi‘n% ¢ fire while
visitors and officials look on appeared in at least six newspape?s?ﬁ 1lé‘correcting
initial reports about the name of the congregation, which was variously identified

as the "Church of the Jewish Cpristians,” "tye Me:'sianic sect ("apparently & mission—

ary chapel" DWAH), "Messianic Congregation” (H.&METZ, HAMODIIA), although one paper
(YEDLOT AKHRONGT) contlnued to report it as the Apglican Cpurch, HAAETZ also reported
that tre congregation "belongs to the Messianic Congregation, a missionary organization
which contrary to ordinary missionary activities, seeks to establish a church of Jews
without conversion ang baptism. The Messianics maintain that Jewish redemption is tied
to their faith....One of tke central act}ry%sts &mong the Messianics is Menahem Ben-
Hayim, and citing an anti-mission Swurce,noled that he 'is active in VArious mission
organizations and publishes a Messianic periodical called "B'SHUV", and is ale among

the spokesmen for the Ipternational Christian Epbassy in Jerusalem, *® (8.1.84) Also
noted,that there had been a break-in several days before the fire, which made it easier
for ¢ he arsonist(s) to enter, The Messianic sect is a emall sect wlilch also has Jew-
ish members who Lelleve in Jesus and the New Testament, It is estimated hat Jewish ex-
tremists opposing the missionary activity of the sect set fire to t he chapel, (DAVAR 8.1)

The ultra—orthodox daiiy HAMODIYA (8,1) pubiished a J.T.A, report on the fire wit hout
comment under the heading "CHAMEL UF Ty ' CUNGRSGATLON OF THE ME SSIANLCS' IN JERUSAIEM
ET AFIRE " It alge noted "that no note or other sign was left on the site to indicate
the identity of thuse comuiting the act, Nevertheless, it was reported that Jewish
persons, some of tiem Israelis, were active in the cungregation, and it therefore ap-
pears that the arson took place against the background of suspieion of missionary &ac-
tivity being cunducted at t he site, It will be noted that a year 8go the chapel of
the Baptist sect was set afire in Jeiusalem 4gainst a similay background, »

HAARSTZ (8,1) carried an editoria]l denouncing "the arson Ferpetrated on g Christian
chapel on Prophets Street in Jerusalem," which it sees as part of a "worrisome " chain
of terror acts against non—Jews by extremist Jewish groups. It lays part of the blame
on a "frightful“.neo—racism" developing in certain religious quarters among those

"who enlist tie law of Moses for a world view whichinp eSsence is antisemitie ang anti-

ﬁ-onist._, " The government, the rabbis ang fublic figures are callieq upon to expose
and resist thig dange rous trend,

Fenuneiations of the burning af tre Messianic chapel and similar Violen
in _various papers, J'lm Mayor Teddy Koliek €xpressed surprise that only the Fresident

of Israel had come forth with a strong denunciation while the rabbinate and others re-
mained silent, He said he would Press the ratter with the rabbis, The Mayor's political
party ("ONE JEHU'::‘AJEM") also sharply denounced attscks on Christian institutions, The
FKovement for g Beautiful lang of Isrzel cailed for the offering of a pPrize for the ap-
brehension of extremists, and would be willing to contribute to such prize money, M.K.
Shoshana Armoslino of a major Kness:t cormittee sharuly denounced exteemism ang called
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on the Minister of Interior and the Folice Chief to ma].(e unsparing efforts to appre-
hend those Iespousible; A sjecial meeting of the qn_nm;.ttee she heads would bem:un—
vened in the Knesset this week, she announced. (DA\“{&L‘I’. 8.1.84) An attack upon e
media for the misreporting of tue fire at "the missionary club'of tl_rlosg who ca o
themselves "Jews for Jesus" appeared in HATSUMEH (11.1,84), which dld‘lmmea:s'ura .
damage to lsrsel by reporting that an Apglican church had been set af_lreo How long
will these irresponsible mass media (eocple do aﬂ_they please?” 1_;he er_.ter asks, .
An editorial in the Histadrut daily draws attention to the setting aflrehof A Chris-
tian cha,.el in Jerusalem, "tie gravily of wiiich is doubled by its llf.)t being the
first incident of damage to Christian chapels, It goes without saying that j:h:.-se
responsible did not oniy damage the tabemacle sacred to a particular sect, but they
danraged the interests of the State of isrsel, which is proud of the freedom of wor-
ship which exists in lsrael, and especially in united Jerusalem," (LAVAK 9,1.84)

An editorial headed "I END DES NUT JULTLIFY THE MEANS" appeared in the ult.r.:'a-‘
orthodox daily HANMODIYA (9.1.84), and begsan: Opposition to the work‘of the Mission
in [srael encom;asses broad sections of the population. This certainly does not
call for illggh$imate moans for this end inasmuch as tney achieve the opposite aim,
The arson at the church institution in Jerusalem is likely to cause only danage,_

and 1t has serious implications for relations between Jews and non-Jews in the Diaspora,
while Jerusalem's Mayor is bound to denounce this eriminal aet which took place in
the city he wes elected as its mayor, it is, however, not the opportune time for

him to settle accounts with tte rabbis--certainly not as long as it has not been
proved that the fire was indeed the work of those opposing the Mission...(Tje article
refers in this connection to the fire in a Teverya hotel which was attributed to
antimission activists but later related °= - to eriminals,)

B RIAS ANTI-MISS ION ACTIVITIE S (B ALLO S8 IE CTIONS No. 118, pages 1, 2, 3)

An account of the arrest of two anti-miscion activists in Tiberias was carricd in

an (rthodox weekly (ER.V SLABBAT, BIEI Brak, 9.12,83) on charges of damaging property
at a local hotel where "a missionary meeting' was being conducted, Iptensive pres-—
sures were exerted on the authorities to m:lease the suspects, and following 24 hours
detainment Kavbi Machloof Eden and his disciple Yitzhak Cohen were released on bail
and given a hero's welcome by their followers, (A brief report on t he arrests and
relcase of the men wss carried in SHEAKIN on the same date,)

Under the heading 'EXCIEMENT IN TIHE KIAs IN THy WAKE CF THE ACTIVITY OF TIE M1SSION
IN TOWN, " a local paper (Kewl Hakuek, Kiriyat Bialik--9,12,83) published a feature
article by Sara Berger with a large photogra;gh_ of an allegedly secret photograph taken
of missionary meetings in Tiberias, The &rticle revicws anti-mission activities
engaged in by ‘religious activists and cites anonymous persons describing alleged
missionary infiltration into various circles in town—-new immigrants, the needy,
children, etc. Several unnamed children ages 11 & 12 are also cited as having re-

celved goodies from a Jewish convert from Safed who tries to persuade them to at-
tend Christian meetings, :

A group of unknown persons attacked the Hotel Nitran in Tiberias while a religious
Ceremony was going on with be.levers in Jesus. They threw stones and smashed hotel
windows, and one of tle women participants was hurt by gzlass fragments. In recent
weeks Tiberias has been stirred up over the activities of a group of beiievers in
Jesus, which includes both Christ ian and Jewish believers in Jesus, (MAARIV 18,12.83)
A letter in the JKHUSAIEM FOOLT (23.12.83) from 5.J.1, Gibb of Harare, Zimbabwe

stated that "on December 3, in Tiberias, I was tart of a group of reople that ;aere
verbally abused by certain Isrrell citizens because of cur love for Jesus Christ,.,

1 live in a country that is officialiy hostile toward lsrael, but I am one of wany
Christians in Zimbabwe who tave pogitive thines to 8Aay about yvour people...Without
Jesus I, as a gentile, would not even have access to the God of lsrael and then I
wuul@ be without hope in the world. is there or 1s there not freedom of worship for
Messianic Jews, and can Christiantourisis like tyself worship where they choose and

be left in peace? If tiis freedom exists, what reasures are go.ng to be taken to
Protect such people from violence and harassment?®

MUHE
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The Hotel Nitzan in Tiverias was sct afire last night. The hot el owners told report-
ers last night that ultra-ortiodex Jews had teen threatening fem for a longltime, warn-
ing them not to allow the continuation of micsionary activity on hotel premises, -and
it was they who had set the fire. The owners had been letting out the hotel until
lact week to a Catholic (sic,) micsionary group, and ultra-orthodox groups had been
conspiring against the family and the hotel. In recent weeks the hotel had received
telephone threats demanding that they oust the missionaries staying at the hotel and
operating in town. The management complained about attempts made in the previous
week to set the hotel afire, but unsuccessfully. In recent weeks there have been
various mission-related activities conducted at the hotel, which focused on prayers
and discussions related to Christianity. Hecently, orthodox groups from Tiberias
and from Jeruselem approached the owners, and with threats, demanded that all mission
activity cease at the hotel, The owners decided to accept the demands and there were
no further activities conducted. Last night, however, when they arrived at the hot el,
they .found to their astonishment that unknown persons had made a "pogrom" at the site,
smashing furniture, spilling paint in ail the rooms, and ruining much of the furnish-
ings. While they went out to make a complaint to the police, the hoodlums returned
ana set the hotel afire. Firemen succeeded in preventing the flames from reaching
the uiper stories of the building, and little damage was caused. Police are invest-
igating and arrests are expected shurtly. (HAAHETZ, DAVAR, HATSOEEH, AL HAMIZHMAR,
(YE DIOT AKHRONOT:- 26,12,83)

Police are holding two residents of Tiberias on suspicion of setting fire to the Hotel
Nitzan on Sunday night, Although neither is ultra-orthodox, police are checking whe-
ther they might have been actlng on behalf of ultra-Orthodox eicments angry over al-
leged misslonary activities at the hotel, (JLM FOST) "The Tiberias police will do
everything possible to apprehend those gudlty of setting the Hotel Nitzan afire on
Sunday night, Tpe police have made one arrest but it is not yet proven that he is

the guilty party. Through him we do hope to reach the culprits." This was stated
Yesterday by a police officer in Tiberias who is investigating the arson.

The Hotel Nitzan had closed its doors seven years ago following a family tregedy, "It
had been one of the most beautiful family hotels in the narth," the owner of the hotel
deciared in a sobbing voice. "Now they a re accusing us of all kinds of awful things
which are completely untrue,...as if the Mission was invented by the Hotel Nitzan,™
The ho#él owners note that since the publicity about the Mjission they had closed the
hotel finally, and had asked those identified with the Mission to leave the premises,
Asked whether she accused the ultra-orthodoy of the arson, the manager replied: "ue
don't know. The police are investigating and will bring the culprits to Justice, "
(AL HAMISHMAR) The Christmas burning of the hotel is the iatest in a series of actions
harassing the group, a member of the (Christian) group told the FOST,

In a telephore interview Kenneth Crowell said that until now the members of his group
had not gune to the press because they did not want to cause bad publiecity for lsrzel,
"But now it's getting out of hand," he said. The Lotel had been criticized by Jewish
anti-missionary groups who elaimed 1t is the focus of missionary activity., As a result,
the owners closed the hotd and asked the group to lmave. Another £roup member, Heuven
Berger (a U.S. Jew who believes in Jesus) described the 0-member group as an unaffili-
ated gathering of Jews frum lsracl and abroad together with gentiles who love Lsreel,
All share a belief in Jesus as the me ssiah and hold their mee tings in Hebrew with a
translation in English, Tphe impetus for the aection against the group came from Yad
L'Abim, the anti-migsion group, and f rom a local yeshiva, Kolel Yad Kambam, (PUST)
27.12.83
The Tiberias police now have five suspects of offences against a group of Christian
resldents of Tiberias, one being a well-known criminal who has confessed to the arson
attack at the Hotel Nitzan, Tre other four belong to an ultra-orthodox group and are
suspected of eriminal trespassing and danaging . - Property and persons and stone-
throwing at a place of worship., The police have stated that there is no link betwedn
tie hot el fire and tihe religious groups who have been harassing visitors to the hotel,
It is also reported that representatives of the "Christian Embassy" in Jerusalem visited
Tiberias and met with various elerments in town in order to clarify the details of the
incidents-taking place there during tle past two months. (HAARTZ 29,12,83)

MOtE
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A deal was offered tu Kolel Yad Hakamoam in Tiverias: Ty burn the Hotel Nitzan where
Christian meetings were deing h ]ﬁd i_:g %ét?ﬂdgge for payment of 5(?,000 Bhekr?ls; t.)ut the

deal was rejected, aceording toi}ag%iv R Tiberias arrested in connection with the

hotel fire last week., tolice were told that the alleged proposal was made by one

Yitzhak Dibni, whom police have arrested and prepared charges against him, (HAARETZ 1.1.84)

On 2 Jan 1984 HAAIETZ feature writer Attalla Manzur published & lengthy report on the
Tiberias situation, beginning: "Tempers are flaring in Tiberias for several weeks now,
Extreme religicus fanatieism is running wild on the shores of the Sea of Galilee incite
ing to violence—and ih its wake, "the missicnaries' are being attacked and 'the soul
trappers' injured. Echoes of the affair have reached the U,S5S, EMbassy in Tel-Aviv and
the 'Christian Embascy' in Jerusalem," bBased on meetings with Shaul Zialla and his
wife, Ken Crowell, Dan Yahav and others among the beiievers, as well as police and
ultra-orthodox circles, the writer reports the facts and his impressions of the whole
affair, He notes that, desgite a;peals from the orthodox, not a single person has
cume forward with a complaint of a bribery cffer made by tne believers., kLis inpres—
sion‘ - of the believers was of 8 suall comounity of "fundamentalistic" believer:,
devoted to lsrael, suspicious of tie press generally, and somewhat fearful as a result
of the attacks on them,

Subsequent to the fire at the Hotel Nitzan, a letter was published in DAVAK (18,1)
signed by the Town Clerk, A. Entebbe, denouncing the attacks on Christians and charg-
ing that they wer: mainly instigated by non-residents, "The town and it s inhabitants
denounce these deeds, which a re in contradiction to human and religious freedom, and
of the interests of Tiberias znd its well-known tradition of hospitality, The muni-
cipality asks that everything be done to prevent a repetition of trese ineidents. We

on our part will . .. . receive every guest, without distinction of religion or nation-~
ality, in a hearty and good spirit..."
NAHAKLYA

A group of clippings from local Galilee weekligg}%‘li'om last Septenber to December bew—
latedly arrjved.in January. M-st of the material was covired in the national press
(and severa ?8 ppincs received rivately) and excerpted and sumrarized in & 1ECTIONS
No. 117 (peges 1—4) and No, 118 {(pages 3-—5) acaling with Nahariya and related clip-—
pings. They deal with the baptisms of two youths, the alleged increase of mission
activity in the area, along with alleged enticements to conversion, the activities
of the anti-missicn activists (including a blast by the Nahariya rabbi against the
"exaggerations and half-truths" of the Yad L'Apim &nti-mission group in Naharj.ya),
and a charge by a Likud M.K. (fosef kom) of "astonishing indifference" to increased
missicn activaty in Nahariya by m ligious and civil authorities, A new centre of
mission activity was allegedly opened in (éruwiel on Hehov liisgav 22, and efforts are
be ing made to combat it.

Under & headline: “MOE THAN 20 CUnVEKSIONS U CHRICTIANITY IN NAHARIYA", Yoel Dar
in a special report to th JLb wusT (b. 1,84) claimed that "more tuan 20 yuung Jews
converted to Christianity in the past jear, nie of them women marricd to Scandinav-
ian UNIFIL suldiers, according to s.urces in the Nahariya R,ligious (:ulincil.,..()thp_rs
cunverted after meeting Eurcpcan girls who were volunteers at reighbcuring kibbutzim
Or coming under the influence of nlssionaries active in Nahariya., Awmong the c_nverted
arc three menlirs of tiv Gez family. Yaakov Gez, father of the family told the FUST
abrad s -y 1 gty s Pt e e it L icuitles or hely tien to go
sexton, " says Yaskov Gez, "In one room of our flat we have a mezuza and in tle othicr
an icon of Christee.." Tye Chief Rabbi of Nahariya, in a lecture in town, de-
clared that "™the missionary menace was increasing in Nahariya unre strained. To our
shame, mixed marriages are also increesing amongst tie women of town between foreign-
ik WIVilg L bue U anu otlers,® He couceuea tnat veyona speaking to and persuade
ing people, nothing more could be done inasmuch as the re are no other legal means,

. HAARETZ 18,1,84)
VARICUS MISSLN-iELA'F D & PORTS

JE USALEM:  Jerusalem police suspect that the same hand ig behind the planting of gre-
nadee at various re ligious sites over tle weekend, and thev are alan inveptigatine the
porsibility that the arson at the Baptist Church in J'Im last year and recent at t;é;cks
against Christian institutions are linked, (DAVAK 12,12.83)

MU
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UCCL PIEA UN FARATLICLGM: A letter signed by the Liaison Committee of the UCCI ap-
jeared-in the JLM FUST docally and in the International Edition (28,12.83/7.1.84),
noting that "groups of radical persons, sone of them indeed terrorist in nature, have
again risen up t o trouble the perce of Jerusalem and this normally happy land. As
leaders of the UCCI we cannot but be concerned with this dangercus new development,"
Several illustrations are provided: "the recent harassment of persons of evangelical
and Protestant background in Tiberias....the strange, almost irraticual attack on
Muslim & Christian homes and estsblishments in Arab areas,...It is rarticularly im-
portant that the public be alerted to tie dangers of religious fanaticism,,."

PRESIDENT i RZ0G CUNDEMNS VICIEN(E, INTOJEnAN(E: At a meeting with the heads of
the Christian comsunitics at the Fresidential Residence, Isracli Pres. Chaim lierzog
stated: "Recently we have been witness to acts of intolerance by individuals who
Lkave no place in cur society, acts which we condemn with all the force at our dis-
posal." On the same theme, Cabinet Minister Yosef Burg piedged to do his utmost
"to ensure the safety of every creed and individual." Ope,is particularly aware
that in a real democracy, one does not just do the will of) majority, but also lis=-
tens to the minority, he noted, (JLM POST 30.12.83)

HABBINIC HESFUNE S AND NON-rLSIURE S: J'lm Mayor Teddy Kollek has attacked the Chief
kabbis and other senior weligious officials for not denouncing attacks on Christian
institutions., "When JewishL synagogues are attacked abrvad, te first to denounce these
are Christian religious leaders, and when tiey fail to do so, we accuse them of anti-
semitism, Now when Christian chapels aie burnt, t he rabbis remain silent," Kollek
declared indignantly. (YEDIOT AKHRONOT 8.1.84) & sharply cr%tical article of the
Mayor headed "MIEACHER KOLIEK" mppcared in HATSOFEH (9,1,64)) claimed the Mayor had
spoken out hastily against tte religicus establishment, First of all, it had not
been a ehurch, as erroneously reported, that had been burnt but a missionary office
Ope:ating under the motto of “ews for Jesus Christ..." The Mayor should know how

to distinguish between a church and a mission office, Secondly, it has not been proved
that Jews were involved in the fire, so it wouid be better to wait and see, before
reacting, "IEDDY KOLIEK: I AM NUT A PHEACHEK", Under this heading HATDFEH (16,1.84)
print ed the Mayor's response to the above-cited article, denying that he had been
disrespcctful to the rabbinate and religious estabiishment, but repeating his call
for denunciation of all violence against Christisn instttutions, noting that the
failure to do so might lead to retaldation against Jews in the Diaspora,

Two articles appeared in HAAKETZ (13.1) and KOL Y KUSHALAYIM (13.1) protesting rab-
binic hesitation in initiating a denunciation of attacks on Christian institutions.

On 20.1 the local Epglish-laiguage sup; lement IN JEHUSALEM published a belated
denunciation by the Chief Rabbis of the atiacks, Fay G, Cashman added her voice

to tie chorus of denunciations, labeling tie perpetrators "lunatic fringe," (13,1

IN JEKUSAIEM) (NUIE ALSO S 1ECTLONS 115, bottom page T, "YAD L'AHIN" b y same writer, )
KNESIET  COMMLTIEE: The Committee of the Interior and Environmental Quality of the
Knesset will meet this week to discuss recent attacks against religious institutions,
Mcanwhile, the chalrperson of the committee, Shoshana Almoslino (Alignment) sharply
denounced the attacks and callied for unsparing measures to root out the criminals
Tresponsible for the outrages. (MAAKLV €.1,84) The Education & Culture Committee of
the Knesset was informed by NAAKIV reporter Shiya Segal that missionaries operating

in Tiverias offer money, clothing, flight tickets abroad, as enticements, at a hear-
ing of the committee into misclonary activity in Isrsel, Segal, who published & series
of articles exposing mission activity in Tiberias, told committee members that he has
the names of many children and familics who take part (in the Mission) in exchange

for material bernefits, Ora Namir, head of the committee, charged tiiet the "Christian
Embassy" in Jerusalem enjoyed dipbomatic status at the same time it was winning sculs
for Christianity in kibbutzim, LDF bases, Absorption (entres and schools, MK Shmue 1
Haliert (Agudat Yisreel) demanded that legislation be enacted
activity, but MK Michael Bar-Zohar (Alignment)
this type of legislation would impede freedum o
sword against Diaspora Jews. (MAARIV 17.1,.84)

prohibiting missionary
opposed the suggestion, waming that
f religion and might become a two-edged

MUHE
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"ECRT DOCUMENT™:  LAUSANM UCLASLUNAL rAtERS: No. 7 IHALLAND REPET--
"CHEILTIAN wlTNe Sy TC ThE JE #1SH tEGLIE" {Lausanne Committee for Wordd Evangelization)

Two articles ape ared in the uitra—ortiodox press dealing with tie Thailand Report

of the LCWE-1980, | BHV SLABBAT of Btnei Brak (and 1ts Jerusnlem issue YUM HA-
Sﬂlf}l‘il) headlined the stury "LCT riAN dLu *SiIRITUAL DESTRUCTLION' wHICH LME M1S-
SiON PHEPANED EXFUSE D BY TAD L'ALILM UHUAN! Z&1iCN, A brief summary by B.Z Eslel
begins: 4 frightful secr t document prepared by a group of experts on mission among the
Jews of tle world, which was prepared in the wake of a world econference held in Thai-
land about three years ago, has been exposed this week by the Dept fur the Battle
Against the Milssion of Yad ['Ahim., In the preparstion of the "action plan" were
"representatives" from lsrael: Menahew Ben-Hayim, active inv zrious missionary organi-
zations and puvlisker of the Messisnic periodical "B'SHUV", who is also one of the
spokesmen for the "Inte#natlicnal Cprisi.i;an Epwassy in Jerusalem", and Ole Kvarme,
Director of the "Cas,rai Centre" whu engages in the preparation of plans fur the
gromulgation of Christisnity among J.wse ('I'here follow various excerjpts and summaries
of the report, without further comment.) 6.1,84

Tre second arﬁﬁm;?at,}‘ié“é‘?ﬁo in HANODIYA (6.1,84), headlined: "YAD L'AHIM HAS EXPGSED

SHOCKING ECHIT DOCUMLNT OF M1 MILGION CCNTAINING GUIDELINE S FOK FHOMUIGATING Chpls—
TIANLITY AMUNG THE JEWLSH tEC:1E," 1t begins: Yad L'Ahim.,.has recently uncovered a
shocking missionary document which deals in ihe most fundamental manner with a sensi-
tive subject whose name is nothing less and nothing more than "the ppiritual destruc~
tion of t he Jewish people...” The main roints of the document have been translated
iuto Hebrew from its English-ianguage source and jresented to the Jewishpblic as one
of the must dangerous manifostations threatening its s;iritual existence everywhere., .
This article is b eing written, the writer notes, in order to shoek our public opinion,
to . nil.id A g . warn of a grave and serious sltuation, etc....The writer
then pruceeds to outline the background of the Thailand conference, the participation
of the t wo Israeli representatives (as ncted above), the distribution of the document
#llegedly among mission activists only, and varicus chapter headi ngse. The writer
nutes that "this document may be seen as a detailed master-plan for missionary activity
amorg Jews in lsrael and worldwide. C(pe may certainly view this document as a 'declar-
ation of intentions' by the mission organizations from which we may lesrn their modes
of operation,"

Cne can learn from this document aoout fundamental differences within Christianity,
the wrilecr comments, conceming attitudes towards Jewish history and thecological
standing. wWwhereas conservative Christianity claims that, because of Jewish denial
of the New Testsment and Jesus, Jewish rights and privileges have ween transferred to
the Clurch, and this is borne out by patristic writings, persecutions, and tie Holo-
caust, Christian group.s have now come furward with a new theory, wihich was formerly
advocated by only & fewg namely, that the restoration of lsracl should ve scen as a
fulfilment of bivlical pruphecy with "a sligt addition® to the effect that it is a

Jesus, Tye Christian world, in order to advance tnis "salvation", must v Uthis strange

stage 1n the salvation of Jewry by means of tleir recognition of tue Mesz‘% nslship of

hybrid ereature calied Jewish Christian, to wit, Jewish beiievers in Jesus,

Lozens of groups have arisen on the basis of tihis theory, with various distinctions as
to approach and theology, and the document tries to wand its way through these dif-
ferences while seeking a common platform for activity, Trere is even an attempt to
create a distinctive Jeowish autonomy 1 n order to qulet the J.wish conscience...The re-
.ort also sheae light on recent vru-lsrael Chrictian groups, which researeh has proved
beyor}d the shadow of a doubt are notiiing bat masks for new missionary mcthods. (Tpe
remalnder of the article is a sunmary of the Thailand Report No. 7 with verbatim ex-
cerpts without comment, and concludes: There is no doubt that the matters mentioncd
in this article, cliing from & secret missivnary document, are of the gravest nature,
and thils is understuod by everyone., In order to coye with so great an enterprise,
unremitting effurt and might must be invested....at once,)

HTL S.ALUM: A series of clip, iogs between Sepltember 1983 and Januzary 1984 detail
the plan of the Beth Spalom (P:-ldm,-_;ht Cry) movenent headed by Wim Malgo to establish

a pilgrims® hotel &nd movement headguarters in the Jewish Gilo neighbourhoovd of J'lm,
and the campaign crganimed ty urtinodox Jewish o,ponents, aad the announced withdrawal
of the plan by the movenent, 'Tpe movement, strungly pro-Isramel, has denied intentions
of evangelizing Jews, which it clawms it oj osec on principle, although it supports
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evange lism awong non-Jews, A crucial document in the hands of the movement's adver=
garies in lsrael was & prayer and appeal letter it published, in which was stated,
among.otlher things, that "Beth Shalom Headquarters in Jerusalem will serve many.
functions. It will Le a hutel, & prophetic convention center, a missionary Bible
school (followed by a strong statement of faith in "the revelat on of Jesus Christ")
and we have the inner assursnce that through transferring the administration of our
worldwide missionary work tu Jerusalem, doors will be opened as never before..."
(YOM LASHISHI MUSAF HOHOV RUSHI, TELAVIV, 14,10.8%) Movement spokesmen claimed

the remarks had been misinter;reted, and that they remained firm in treir convic-
tion that there shouid be no evangelization of Jews in Isrzel or eisewlere, nor
would they go back on their promise to the Municipality in Jerusalem, Nevertheless,
the campaign against the headquarter project in Jerusalem continued, with demon-
strations, petitions, pubiic hearings, press notices, ete., and as noted, the
mevement camnounced its intention to withdraew from the project..

AUCURIED REPOKRTS ON M1osION ACTIVITY

CLRISTIAN CLUBHUUE : Tpe :rntimission society "Yad L'Ahim" has demanded that the
Municipaiity of J'lm and the Ministry of Ipterior stop mission activity allegedly
going on:\ kehov Shivtei Yisrrel under the aegis of St. raul's Church. Dozens of
neighbourhood youth are said tu be visiting the basement clubhouse beneath the
church, playing pingpong, billiiards, and using the canteen facilities (at extremely
low prioes)n Actualiy, the Cuurch club has no competitors in tugneighbourhood.
Scandinavian younyg ladies frewm the. Fiunish School across tie street regularly vis-
it the cluv, Kafie Marciano, director of the Musrara Youth Club, relates about

the ties between the young Christian girls and the young men visiting the club,
some of whom have been invited to enticing trips to Scandinavia which, he is wor-
ried, may cause the young men to abandon the municipal youth club nearby in favour
wf the chureh eclub. The Yad 1'Ahim ultra-orthodox are esgecialiy concerned about
migcion enticements. At the entrance to the ciub ie a sacred library offering
guests micsionary literature in Hebrew and English, such as the Sermon on the Mount,
tle parsbles of the New Testament, a song of praise to Jesus the Messiah, .all of
wlh, icq las arvused the ire of Yad 1'Ahin, Tpey have placarded the neighbourhood with
/ﬁé‘ﬁgﬁncmg the clubhouse, Tie Jerusalem muniecijality refuses to become involved,
cousldering the matter an "internal church matter," Meanwhile, aside from thrests
leveled ageivst the minister who dirccts the club and his wife, the eiub econtinues
to function to the delight of the neighbourhood youth, whc are not particuiarly
concerned about antimiseionarics, (KAWL HA'IR 16,12,83%)

"LIVING WATERE": A booklet cailed "Living waters" fubiished by the Mission has been
placed in postal boxes in Kiryat Gat this  ast week, distributed by two old ladies
who are not residents of the town. This phenomenon, new in Kiryat Gath, has excited
rellgious elemznte, The school rabbi of "Masua" even cunducted a ceremonial burning
of filve books that came intc his hands, as did several children from other houses
vhere the buoklets were distributed. (MA NISHMA? Kiryat Gath/2,12,83)

MUCIEAR HOLOCAUST: 1In the Hehavia and Kiryat Shmuel neighbourhood missionary traets
were inserted in postal buxes warning agrinst a nuclear holocaust and cailing upon
Isimelis to jut their trust in Jesus tic Fessiah, "In the day of trouble and visita-
tion, you wiil find the name that will save you," the tract declares. lerhaps this
has something to do with the visit of the flight chaplain of the crew which dropped
tiue atem bunbs on Nagasski and Hiroshima who, with a group of 20, is visiting Isreel
on & peace pilgrimage to Bethlehew. (MAAKLV J'LW SUFPLUMINT: 23,12,43)

"VLICE CF HOIE": The TV station "VULE OF HOE»
equipment to enable it to be received in central lsrsel as well as in the north
ag_ﬁt present, HRabbis in tle north have already expressed concern because of the
alleged missionary control over the statlion which has directed Christian preaching
t‘.:; it 8 viewers, many of trem Jewilsh, The Guvt has been urged not to provide any
ald to the stetion for this rvason, (HATSOR:H 6.12,82)

KNSS.BET ACTLION SCUGHT: The head of the Education Committee, Ora Namir, will submit
a motion to the Knesset concerning increased missionary activity in Israel following
a MAARLV investigation of mission activities yublished last week. M.K. Namir ey-
fFressed concern about the MAAHIV findings that missionaries in t he north are glving
money and its equivalent to children and adults in order to induce them to attend
Christian rites and ,rayers. (MAAKLV 13,12.83) It was a wise and positive act jur-

formed by MK Ora Nam.r when she raised in the plenum the painful and worrisome |ro-
hiam Af tie ¥Miecainn ocranin. v in tro cattimmerndt o o8 s a0 _an N i 3

has been furnished with s ecial
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1t was religious members whou brought tie subject to the Knesset, but now we see also
those who are nct defined as religious, Perhaps tuis will lead to more vigorous gov-
ernment action to prevent this harmful activity. Ns., Nawir noted the iarge number

of Jewish students in the inetitutions of the Christian mission. She stated thet she
had information that missionaries, under the puidance and . encouragement of

the Christian Embossy were working also in secular kibbutzim, IDF bases, Absorption
Centres, youth hostels, schouls and universities. Why does the Govt of lsrael ignore
this s tuation? she asked rightly. Where are the Opthodox and their influence on the
Govt and State? Do tle secular Jews disturb them more than the Christian migsionaries?
The Minister of Religious Affairs, Dr. Burg, concurred with her remarks, and agreed
that the matter be referred . for a broader and more fundamental review in the
Education & Culture committee, and facts and statistics willi be pruvided the committee,
(HATSOFEH 16,12.53) A brief report on testimony before the committee by the Mayor of
Tiberias who claimed thet Jewish conwerts to Christiznity were the most extreme in
miscionary labours, (HAAKETZ 17.1.84) The Foealei Agudat Yisrael faction inthe J*lm
municipality considering entry into the coalition has demanded a3 one conaition an
undertaking to remove all miseionary institutions from Jerusalem, (KOL JLM 6.1.84)

M ICSIONARY CONIRCL (ENTHE: A nationwide effort re,resentative of all streams of Jewry
is now underway to confront and cxpuse Christian miseicnery activity in lsrael, Per-
sons interested in joining this effort or in sharing information with us may contact
the Missionary Control Centre, FCB 4480 J'lm, Al. data will be revieweog earefully

and prufessionally vith confidentiality safe uarded. Only a level-headed and profes-
sionally planned public relations approach can succeed in bringing this vital matter
of Jewlsh survival 4o the public eye. (LETER I JUK PUST BY HSIEN ROSEN, MSW, 21,12)

HAL¥A MLISSION: Habbi Moshe Blitenthal of tie Haifa Municipal Council has appealed to
the Tourism Develo, mnt Speiety in Haifa with tie denand that the information atout
the Beth Shalom hotel in Haifa be removed from the suclety's pubiieity inasmuch as the
hot el is engaged 1n missionary activity. ‘lye director of the society, in response,
noted that the hotel is recugnized by the kinistry of Tourism, is & member of thre
Hotel Astweiation in Isrsel ana of the Haifa Branch of tre Association, Neverthe less,
he prumised to bring the matter to the attention of the directorate of the Society,
(Al 10,12,83; MAAKIV--Local Haifa Supylement 8,12,83) Maps of Haifa for posting
at bus stops were nuted to contain tie location®@leven cturches, including Bethesda,
the missionary centre, the Conservetive and Heform synagogues, and only six Qrthodox
Synagogues. M&n appeal was made by tre Keligiius Council to remove Bethesda and Beth
Shalom Hotel fro m tie maps, (HATSUREH 65.1.84) Dozens of Coples of @& missionary perie
odical were distributed amory paticnts at kembam Hos;ital, A young couple ofiered
trem to visitors and patients, Bearing the name "B*SHUV, " g Messianie Jewish p:riod-
ical, it attempts to draw the Jewish meader into Christianity by emphasizing the
similarities between the two re ligions, It keeps a low profile but the intent is
clear, "We are happy at the growiug number of Jews who believe in Yeshua as Messish
#nd Lord,™ The Rambam hospital spokesman refused comment on the matter. (KOL-BU HAIFA
__ o __ _ | - 16,12,83)

b lE N HAYRIRD: & l— page feature article in an Orthodox weekly (EHEV SHABAT BNE L BHAK
6.1.84) descrives the wrk of a children'y rescue mission wiich today houses 900 chil-
dren, and in the past has "ssved thousands from tie clews of the Mission and from de-
scending into the world of ¢ rime." Various stories are ielated, ineluding the
desperate necd for funds tc rescue children from the r;nnaoe of the Mission, the tra-
& edies of secular homes ang crime-breeding ancas, etc,

ARTIMISSICN CAMIALGN BEVALUATIGN: In an article in tuc JEwlsH CHRONICIE (London, 16,32},
{_Inalu. Bermant debunks the idea tint "tiuere 1s socme dark conspiraey afoot to ensnare tie
iunocent and unwary into Christendom. " e claims that mainline Christian denominations
have abanduned any & ttew, ts at (roselytization, that only vccasional cranks, many of
them “ex—Jews", engsge in such activity in loreel, that no vre is vribed to send chil~
;ircu o mission schools, that far more Jevs are defecting to "modish culks® like the
woonles, Hare krishna, and the sort of Judaiom re,recgnted | 1 i blis
ment in lsrael and the Diaspora ac well as the miigizufd e e
endng  tp., tie missions., He concludes:

. "The cawpaign ageinst Christian miscionarics
1s only a searcu for scapegoats,

HEE END THANSCRIFDLOH %% %
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tartics in Israel are more fright-



