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"NOTE TO REAIERS: Some months agu the WZS (er_-la Zionist Press Service) p\fbliahe@
an article by Dvora Wayswman called . "THi AMAZING LIFE QF RABBI SHMUEL GOLDING."™ It

was widely used in the Jewish press, Much of the material provided by Rabbi Golding -
himself to our correspondent has turned out to be inaccurate. Dvora Waysman wishes
‘to disamssociate herself from the information provided by Rabbi Golding,and the WZPS
regrets the publication of the article." (&EE ALSO " IECTIONS"No. 106 page 1 and
forvard for various clippings in the Isrseli and Jewish press econceming the "ama zing"
life of Babbi Shmuel Goiding,) Tye aforesaid WZ'S "Note to Readers" was undated but
received end March 1984 and numbered 84/4/28/1106, | . -
"MiLSJONARY CALL-UP“: COMPHEHENSIVE MLILITARY INVESTIGATLON DISCLOSES: MISSIONARY
LITEKATURE NOT ENCLOSED WLTH CALL~UF ORERS, (EE S1ECTIONS No, 118, page 3, middle) -
The Chief Recruiting Officer recently conducted a comprehensive investigation in an
attempt to verify a complaint made to the military according to which recruits had_
received missionary literature with their call-up orders, A 1T-year-old young man
reportedly received an emvelope with such literature from the military, By request
of Chief Chaplain of the IDF the matter was investigated gnd it was learmed
ﬂmgiﬁe'letterﬁbox to which the ‘call-up order had been mailed/8i18c had been in~
serted missionary literature at the same time, and when the IDF envelope was opened
it-appeered to the recipient that the missionary literature was in that envelope.

It was reported that notwithstanding the negative result of the investigation, there
would be increased alertness lest missionaries attempt to introduce their litemature
to the IDP} and should soldiers or others be found distributing such literature wikhinm -
the armed forces, they would stand trial, (HAMAHAMG HAHAHEDI--THE ULTRA—UHIHO DOX ():mp_

_ S 4.1.84

KFAR YONA COMMUNITY WORKEH ENGAGES IN MISSIONARY ACTIVITY: The Kfar Yona settlement .
in the Sharon is bubbling over. A local eommunity worker, Yitzhak Azuz, his wife (a
convert to Judaism) and one other person named R8mi Daniel, hLave been exposed by the
Activists of "Yad L'Ahim", the anti-m.ssion scciety, as active in the frawework of
the movement of "Messianie Jews." 4 delegation has met with the local couneil head,
Mr. Efraim Derai, who has promised to stoy the activity of Azuz, a co-ordinator of
children's activity at the local community centre, On the Sabbath before the reading
from the portion from the Torah all the synagogues in the settlement heard denuneia-
tions of the soul-hunters. Last Sabbath the anti-mission s cigty flooded the town
with notices calling on the publie b remcve the "Gospel disseminators," one of
whom was about to wed a non-Jewess. A spokesman for "Yad L'Ahim" disclosed this

week that a local young man by name of Ribon Hajiji recently traveled abroad to take
part in a missionary seminar as a result of local activities, The spokesman expressed
the hope t het tie residents of Kfar Yona would assist in t he removal'of the Mission
from the settlement. (EXEV SHABBAT: 30,3.84) ' :

EICLOGY TEACIER ENTICES FOR HE LEF IN JESUS: "We have proof that the biology teacher
from Ben-Shemen, David Bar-David, is a Missionary who is inciting his pupils to com-
vert to Christianity," tie director of the ultra—orthodox "Yad L*Ahin® orgam ization,
kabbi Moshe Porush, active against tle Mission and Christian sects in ten branches
throughout the country, stated recently. Several months ago the anti-mission actiye
ists discovered that the teacher Bar-David at the Youth Village Ben-Shemen had had
conversations with pupils and was influencing them to acknowledge Jesus the Nazarene
4s Messiah, The "Yad L'Ahim" directer has demanded that Ben-Shemen director Arye
Shirion dismiss the teacher. _ .

"We have spoken with Bar~David," Shiribn responded, "and demanded that he refrain from
conversations about faith with,students and adults. We learned that the student, Aaron
Schwartz, b egan to belicve in Jesus after Teaching the age of 18, and he is freé to

do as he wishes.™ At "fad L'Ahim"® they were not content, and continued to investigate,
and learmed that Of ra Nahman, age 16, a Ben-Shemen student had also joined the eirels
of meetings of Jesus -believers. "We cannot rely on the promises of this teacher,

the "Yad L*Ahim® people angrily reacted. "The student 0 ahmﬁ i0] tings
of my group only after she had left Ben-Shemen, » Bar-—DavirId'axgspou doiﬁ?gn;}ugrﬁ

the accusations,

The tracking of the biology teacher is but one of the activities of "Wad L*Ahim, ® Porﬁsh
states: "We have a letter that an #werican volunteer at Kibbutz Yiftah in the Galilee '
sent to his missionary superiors, " The Kibbutz Secretary does not deny that one of
the volunteers sent such a letter to his relatives, but adds: "He was a strange type,
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Io.u can't accuse all of the volunteers because of one person." Tpe "Yad L'Ahim"
organization, however, insists that "there is missionary ncltl_nt_y. in the kibbutzim,
and the Christian Embassy in Jerusalem organizes it." Jan Willem van dexr Hoeven,
the spokesman for the Chiristian Embessy, says: "The se are unfortunate people making
insane accusations,™  ("HADASHOT" TELAVIV: 11,3.84) g

CHUKCH TCURS: The innocent tale of Dubi Eiser of Class 7-A in the State Sehool
" 1i Cohen® in the Romema neighbourhood of J'lm exposed a most .ahock;ng facts
Special lessons are being devoted to the study of Christianity, even including
guided tours, sponsored by the Nature Freservation Socie t‘y, of several churches
in ®e Old City of J'lm, A resident of the neighbourhood transmitted a copy of
the school paper to the editorial offices of HAMODIYA (Ujtra-orth'x daily), noting
that neighbourhood residents were also shocked by the disclosure., Has the school
exhausted the subject of Judaism so that it must stuff the minds and souls of the
schoolchildren with Christian subjects? A letter of pm test has been sent to the
Minister of Education & Culture, Zbulun Hammer, and also to mpm:éeﬁgaiivea of
Ag udat Isreel (Ultra~orth. party). Following is the item in t.he Faperiw

"On 31.1.84 the 7-A Class made a tour of churches on the Mt. of Olives within the
framework of the Nature Preservation Spciety trips, and this in the context of

the study of Christianity in the class. We began the tour on Mt. Scopus from
which we looked down on the Judean Desert, afterwards continuing in the direction
of the Mt. of Clives, and stopping along the way at the Augusta Viectoria Hospital,
and visiting several churches, among them "Viri Galilea,” "Bater Noster", "Dominus
Flavit" and the Church of Gethsemane. We also visited a cave called "The Prophets’
" Pombs.” The trip was very interesting and enjoyable and the pleasant spring wea~
ther made it a delightful tour, " (HAMODIYA : 23.2,84) .

MLSSLUNARY ACTIVITY wITHIN TiE SCHOOLS: Under this heading, "HAMODLYA" published
_an irate editorial (26.2.84) referring to the aforementiomed actount of a sehool
trip which included visits to Christian gi_lt:gﬁ in J'lm, After recounting the in-
cident, the writer protests: Many are Ve ven dn e country whe do mot kuow
how to read "Shema Yisrael" ("Hear O Isrsel"), many are they who haven't the faint-
est notion of the laws and customs of Israel, many are cut off from their Bources..e
and here they are receiving Christian studies in?State school along with tours,
which the children enjoy., Why do we grumble about missionsries from outside while
the Mission can rest content with Hebrew educators in a Hebrew State School...under
the authority of an Orthodox Jewisl cabinet minister? We can just imagime how some
of our Knescet Members would-screw up their faces at the report of increased Jewish
studies in the Stat e Schools (Oh that it might be so!);and we well know their
hysterical reaction to the "Penitents" Movement (the conversion of secularist Jews
" to Ultra-Orthodox Judaism) or their fury over allowing leaders of the movewent %o
appear b efore soldiers or students. Byt the introduction of Christianity to a
State School leaves them untouchedd '

BOCK-BULNINGS: A response to & report that a local rabbi had conducted a books
burning ceremony of Gospel literature in Kiryat Gath by the rabbi himself, Mprdecai
Auir, the Masuah 'School Rabbi, (MA NISHMA B'KIKYAT GATH: 9,3.84) At the end of
Novemcer 1983 there were distributed booklcts titled "MAYAM HAYIM" ("LIVING WATERS:
Annotated Gouspels of Matthew) inKjryat Gath published by the Mission. The report
of the ineident carried in this paper mentioned that the school rabbi conducted a
bookburning ceremony of five booklets wnich had come into his possession, We have
recelved a letter from the rabbi of his version of the incident. He ignored the
original repor$, but following a rarlismentary Query in the Knesset by M.K. Wir-
~ shuvsky he had decided yfgect certain inaccuracies in the news ;
item, He himself had not eonducted any/ bookburning, but had visited the elassrooms
and explained fo the cluldren the seriousness of the prohibition against reading
such literature,™end that according to our religion these books are considered :
beretical and idolatrous and I stressed that there is a religious precept which
c?mmands the destruction of heretical literature." The booklets which came into
his hands he disposed of privately. ({EE ALSO $1LCTIONS 119, p.7, "LIVING WATERS")
ATTACK IN MEAH SHEARIM: Several papers carried a report of an attack on four Chris-
. tians (including two Messianie Jews) Pesiding in the ultra-orthodox Meah Shearim
neighbourhood in Jerusalem by some 20 "penitents™ who objected to their aliegedly
loud singing and praying., 'Tpe incident took place on Zchariah Hakofeh Street ad-
jacent to an orthodox yeshiva at about 10:00 k.M. on Thursday, 22.3.8}, The four,
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h.lding U.S. nationality, were identified as feib Dijon (42), Allan Freedman (49),
Jobn Wells (40) and Jack Cohen (46), had rented the flat that weelf.. Allan Fme:min
was reported $o have been a yeshiva student in t%v%SAear%g gﬁgertlflcd C&nto;:;', ut
following several family tragedies he came to lslae /!gn reading the New i.'es am?'n
here he came to believe that Jesus was the Messiah, A leader of the "penitents

who attacked the group charged that thiey were involved in loud praying and 'also
tried to persuade children to join them. Damage was done to the flat and one of
the four required hospital treatnent, but trey refused to prefer charges agminst
their attackers, (The JIM I0ST, in its account, mferred to tre two .Jem? as "f?xmer
Jews", but the Hebrew press referred to them as "Messianic Jews" or "Jem..sh believ-
ers in Jesus.") JLk FOST/HAALLT Z/HADASHOT TE1AVIV/25.3.84; KOL YRKUSHALAYIM %0.%.84,

TIHERIAS MISSION: The problem of the Mission in Tiverias was discussed at a neeting
embracing a spcetrum of educators and the Dejuty Mayor Mr. Yosi Peretz. It was
clarified tuat there is no missionary activity within the school buildings, but all
yarties concerned took it upon themselves tu be alert to the 1issue in\order to
Lrevent any such development. (E:V SHABAT, BNEI BRAK : 16.3.84) Excerpt from a
report by Helga Dudman of the JLM HUST (23.3,84) on a disturbance in Tiberias over
a TV ?ilming at a Jewish religious site: "The disturbers of the peace were also
even-handedly organ ized into Sephardi and Ashksna#i contingents., Frominent among
the former was Tiberias-born Habbi Maklef Eden, who gained notoricty recently for
directing attacks on lucal Christian establishuwents, His family is known for its
plety and religious observance, and he himself was well within the city's religious
norms 'until he went off to study in Bnei Brak.'" '

BloSIONARY MENAGE: A computer and mobile exhibit enlisted in the struggle against
the Mission. The activists of "Yad L'Ahin" arc comjuterizing data on some 4,000
missionaries active in lsrsel; also a mobile exhibit of miselonary preaching matter
will be cunveyed to “sensitive" places. During the Sabbath "&?J:Rr" gimmmn
WHAT AMAIEK DID TO YOU,..") the organization is conducting its)Pusa berising drive
for financing modern implements and extensive activities against the soul-hunters,
(SIEARIN/16.%.84) The same date HAMODIYA pubiished a more expansive article about
the organiwation and its achievehents and requurements, under the heading: "THE
SOUL  HUNTERS—TH E AMAIEKIIES OF OUR GENEHATION, " Singled out for special atiention
in the three-column article were David Bar-David of Ben-Shemen, "Galtronics" of
Tiberias, the "Voice of Hope™ and the Cyristian Elbassy, Referring also to the
- iddbltarous cults, the writer cites an unnamed source in "Yad L'Ahim": "The dif-
ference between tic Mission and the cults is that while the Mission brings money
into the country, the cultists take out significant sums which they have succeeded
in wringing fgom tleir viectims,.,"
o igis 58 he, FVISH THIEORMAT
Three newspajer items in the JEWIGH 'EIECRACH/OF ‘@anchester, England report on
"MISSIUNARIES YEEY ON TIE VULME HABIE ™ (a response to the charges that Jewish edu~
catlonal institutions have used the missionary ccare in order to raise funds for
years and there is no cause for alarw now) by the anti-mission dep't of "Yad L!
Ahim™ in Jerusalem. It focuses on the "cry insidious mission project called
%’RU.E{'.‘I' KIBBUTZ, ,romoted and sponsored by the Intl Christiam Embassy in J'1lm and
lobrv i<t ian coanany Resisi e a7 2 S 70,08 on it o
A second brief news item claims thel):e are ”ﬁégo ’jéifgﬁl&?ﬁd?gnP% gilggigr:gyibML'"
clutch, largely from the South of England but also from Glasgow. " (11.12.83) A
tuird describes the work of Rabbi Ephraim Groundland, now working for the "Yad 1!
Ahim" and is headed "CHRISTIAN MISsIONARIES DISGUIED A5 FRHUM (PIOUS) JEWS, "

BTH SHALOM: 1In addition to two familiar'ex;osés™ of the Gilo project of the pro-

srael Beth Shalom group headed b, Wim Malgo (JuWlSl PHESS T.10.83 & JEWISH WEK 25.11)
an investigative piece on the entire movement and project was published in DAVAR
weekend supplement (2.3,84) which, among other matters, quotsd Rabbi Berliner of
Gilo (who led the camyaign against the project) as referring to Kabbi Shmuel Golding
(see page 1, NO'E 10 HEAIELS) as the one who brought the matter to his attention and
thus sparked the campaign, The report also claimed that the "incriminating material®
which linked the Beth Shalom project to a missionary aim was the result of an im-
properly translatcd article intu Epglish from German; also that the Int'l Christian
Embaasy allegedly cooperated with anti-mission activists t& achieve tis downfall of
the B eth Shalom group out of motives of j:alousy, (Byline: vi Lider) HAARETZ
reported (2’?.2084) that the "Cne Jerusalem" party in the Munieipality has undertaken
to oppose the Gilo pro ject.
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both Jews and Christians to take part in the TV prugram "MIFGASHIM" (ENCOUNIEKS), in
which one of the “™ellievers", Menahem Benhayim, was scheduled to participate. More
than anything else perha s, this fact symbolizs their situation in society: "Apos-
tates™ in t he eyes of the greater part of the Jewish religious establishment, or
even Christian missionaries, a deviant and unacceptable phenomenon in the eyes of
the Christien establis hment,

It is in tuis sense that the approximetely 1,500 members of the "Messianic Jewish™
movement in Israel inhabit the borderland of Judaism, operating in the no-man*s-land
between Judaism and Christianity. In treir own ejes they are Jews in every sense,

and if you will--Jews plus....Professor Zvi Verblowsky, an investigator of religions,
views them as & "psychopathological phenomenon," a social expression of Jewish
alienation, Father Marcel Dubois, who was the lead of the Philosophy Dept in Jeru-
salem, respects their authenticity and thelir spontaneity, but he regards them as
those who function outside the history of the relations be tween Judaism & Christianity,

It is no simple matter to understand and for the scke of simplification to define so
unusual and abstract a phenomenon as the "Messianic Jews". It is possible to denote
them as "fundamentalists" whose sole authority is the Tenach ("Old 'I‘estament") and
- the New Testament. In their own eyes they are the true Jews inasmuch as such was
Yeshua (Jesus), and it was to the Jews that he turmed, According to another defini-
tion, they are the firet Cbrictians, the true Christisns who received the Gospel,
The Messianic Jews do not make it-simgle to define them: They have no symbols, no
ceremonies, no crystalised cuétums, and above all, no religious establishment or
organization, which they disdain, whether in Judeism or in Chrigtianity, The very
essence of all things is absolute faith in the Messiah, which is accompanied by a
speelal comprehension of their role in the world as Messianic Jews and as lsraelis,
They are already a part of the vision of{ tle last days and of the days of the Mesaiah
who has already come, and even 1if tie process continues for hundreds, thousands of
years more, it-is already in creation,

The organization "YAD L'AHIM" and other organizetions relentidgssly warring against
missionizing, agtribute hidden aims to tlem connected to the desire to expedite the

last days by missionary activity among Jews, For this reason; they attacked the Mes-
sianigs in Tiberias, and even Viector Smadja, Chairman of the (Messianic) Assembly in’
J'lm, received telephone threats, His car was once set afire and his children required
a police escort on the way to school in times past, Missionaries? I ask, "Certainly
not in the prevalent sense of enticement and bribery," they say. "Spreading the Gos-
pel--yes, Why shouldn't one promulgate what one believes in among those interested?"

This infomation activity is mainly accompiished by distributing the New Testamcnt
or Messianic writings composed over the years. There is also the periodical "B'SHUV:
A Messlanic Jewish pubiication, " which a;pears three times a year edited by Menahem
Benbayim, aad tiere is MAYAYT L'AYT edited by Maoz of Hehovot. The funding comes
entirely from independent sourcex, and only thuse who 'want to are participants in
the work of disseminating tie Gospel., Thers sre others, who hold tlicir faith in
secret, who are not bound to take part,

'By the very noture of these matters ang the stereotypes which develop around them,
one anticipates an encounter with eccentrics and all kinds of deviants "with a tale."
Truthfully, the variety of th: Messiasnies makes it difficult to affix labels. There
are Ashkenazir_n ('néste_rn Jews) and Sephardim (Eastern Jews), Joung people and older
people, native Isrselis snd immigranis, members of kibbutzim, and even memvers of the

ultra-orthodox community and a resident of Meah Shearim (ultra-orth, J
: . Jeru
whom they know personally, ( - Jerusalem area)

In the wake of the Tiberias affair and the cancelation of the MIFGASHIM TYlpmgram, we
et three of them: Menahem Benhayim (59), & native of the USA; Victor Smadja (52), a
native of Tunis; and R.F. (34) a second-generation woman in Israel on her mother's
side, who asked to Tremain anonymous..., ;

BEMHE;M l:i?:l\tH.:d\l’lH: Born in Ng-w_ Yurk in the. well-known Jewish Ghetto to Traditionalist
barenvs, immigrants from Galicia, he is 2% years in Isras1, In his youth he was edu-

catuf;lgs & religious Jew, regularly laying "tefilin® (donning phylacteries for the
- traditional weekday _ service). In those days the novel by Sholem Asch,
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"THe NAZAIENE ", stirred up a mignty tempest within the Jewilsh community, He himself
did not have the money t v buy the book; oniy after he had joined the Apmy did he obtain
g copy to read. He then decided to investigate the s ource, "the Holy Bible," which

ho purchased in a nearby village under cover of the (wartime) blackout, The reading
of it turned out to be a spiritual experience, and he was prufioundly impressed by
Yeshua (Jesus) and his teachings....He nevir once thought of converting to Christianity,
and always felt very Jewish, a part of this pecple. "I do not leave the Jewish people
any more than a Messianic (Christian) Cpinaman does not lecave the Chinese people nor
does an Englishman stop being an Ebglishwan." ....His wife has shared his path with
him, In his ldentity Book hLe is listed as Jewish, and he sees no conflict between the
two categorics. '"Messiaism" is not a religion but a belicef which is part of the Jew-
ish religion. He celebrates ti festivals according to tue Jewish calendar, even the
Day of Atonewent, as a part of the tradition of tie Ji wish people and not for the sake
of a tonement, inasmuch as his atonement hLas already been realized through Yeshua.,..
Messienic life in lorael is not easy for hum, Tpe Orthodox Jowish press cla ssifies
them as "converts to Christianity." In most instances, the Christian establishment
regards thcm as Jews, Benhayim feels like an cutusider only when they relate to him

in this way, but absolutely not som:thLing "abnormal,®

- R.F. An intelligent and attractive young woman, wed to a non-Jew for two years, she
entered tle Mesciaic wovement four years ago. Prior to that, there were five years

of seeking, frequent visits awong various sects, welch in retrospect she characterizes
as "a time of preparation which led me to find only partial answers." She grew up as
an absolute athe ist, and with the smile of one who has grown wise with tle passage of
time, she relates that she even menaged to be a discotheque girl. A girlfriend intro-
duced her to "someone who knew someone who wes not even himself a believer...." At
the beginning the mind rejected it, mainly because in her ignorance Chrictianity was
mixed up w1th the matter——but all of this was quickly neutralized snd eliminated. She
met "him", and knew that she was inclided in his plan. Spe asked "him" questiuns, and
shie I‘ecei‘leq answers; not visions, and nothing dramatic, The message which she received
becane a part of her, She had no problems of identity; on the contrary, "I became a
comple te Jew, ana Yeshus was the one whe restored my Jewlsh and Zionist identity," ...

Despite her request for anonymity, R.F, wants the public to recognize the Pieémanics_.-
"We aren't a malaise that can be eliminated from society, Just because we aren't an

" orgapized body, and our very dispersion gives us strength, How did Jesus put it?
'You are the salt of the earth,' and although salt is essential, it's impossible to
consume in great concentration, Mep oo '

VICTUR SMADJA: 1t wes 27 years ago that Victur Smadja made aliya from Tunis. Today

he lives in Jerusalem, and here he lanages a printing and binding plant and raises
his three children, ages 20+. In addaition, Smadja is the chairman of the congregation
on Frophets Street, founded in 1969, and one of the committee of five clders, Inasmuch-
as faith is grounded in a personal decision and an interior conviction, it is not some—
tidng which can te inheritea, The children grow up as Israeli Jews, circumeised and
bar-mitzva'd, and in due time they wust meke their own decrsion. He arranged for a
bar-m.t zva (confirmatlon) for his son at the Western Wall notwithstanding the disturb-
ances and pressurep which were exerted, . Two of his children have Juined the Assembly,

He came to the Messianic movement at the age of 16-when his family in Tu;-;is. (a tradi--.
tional family stemming from "cabbaiists") sent him to a youth cam; managed by a Méssi—
anic. For two years he struggled with Messiani:m, studying in secret because of family
Oppusition...and the family tried to arrange meetings with rabbis, (One of them claimed
that tllle young Victor believed in what he believed only because he was reading the He-
brewvﬂmle in French in an untaithful translation., If he wou 1d but read it in the
original, he would be reading the truth., The 1esult was a journey to Israel in order
FU learn the language. Tuere foliowed a bricf return to Tunis for the purpose of marry-
ing a Messlanic Jewess—eand then aliya to lsr=ael, The number of Messianics in J'im at
that time was very small. Smad ja, who declared his faith quite. openly, sustainad more
8buse than the other Jerusalemites, The problems are seasonal, he says. "There are
times when they think it apprupriate to be more active, especially befoxe-eluctions,
when they want to demonstrate greater activism, " '

oeow
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At tines it is precisely the attacks on them which prove helpful, such asa_thc burn:i..ng
of the chapel which b rought them to the attention of the media, "There is suffering
" in being a minority; but L still have never had any regret," he concludes. "We are
the true penitents."

Prof. 2xi Verblowsky describes the Messlanic Jews as 8 relatively new phenomencn...
what has developed in this century is that there are Jews who say that in order to
bring their Jewishness to completion;: they need not formally belong to this or that
ecclesiastical organization. In this way tley revert to seversl of the Jewish and
Christien sects of the first ceniuries. Verblowsky sees the sharp Jewish reaction
to this phenomenon as an expression of foolishness and intolerance. "One may be a
Jew who throws stones on the Sabbath or one who believes in Karl Marx--and only be-
lief in Jesus disqualifies & Jew.from being a member of the community?" In his
opinion, the persecution only strengthens the ®ne afficted with the Christian virus
and turns him into a martyr. "This also grants moral sugeriority®inasmuch as it
converts Judaism from being & persecuted religion to & persecuting religion." Cn
tiuc other hand, because of the agu-old trauma resulting from the persecttions oY

the Church, it is understandabie tuat an ercounter with a Jew who through an interior
awakening embraces the esseutials of th.s idea, arouses opposition," The actual
phenonenon, according to Frof. Verblowsky, should engage the attention of a psychol-
ogist and rot of a philosoyher....The Christian churches want to shake off their
disgraceful past and are fearful of any exposurc. Thue, the Messianics fall between
two stools. ‘ g

"Who am I to criticize thew?" asks Fr. Marcel Dubois, At the heart of the uwatler,

he sees the continuity and the discontinuity in the relation between Judaism and
Christianity, Is Christianity a continuation of Judaism, or is it an absolute dis-
cuntinuity? Trey place the em,hasis on tle continuity which the Church has often _
forgotten, Nevertheless, Dubols sees & bit of oversimplification in tie content and
tte form of expression of their faith....Is it possible to be a Jew and to believe

in Yeshua the Messiah, and to preserve Jewish identity within the framework of such
faith? "In wy opinion, the spiritual-theological situation of Jewish and Christian
conscicusness is not yet ripe for this at iiec moment," Dubois repliecs. "There is a
great stumbling-block here." (END EXCEKFTS) )

'NO BIBIE -ICRAEL CUNNECTLION, CAYS FHIEGT": An Arab clergyman told a Jerusalem audi-
ence March 15th that tlhere is no connection between the Israsl of the Bible and the
present political entity. Alex Awad, Dean of the Bethlehem Bible Coliege, was answer-
ing a question on tle removal of tie word Israel from local church hymnals, The ques-
tion was asked after Awad gave a lecture in the Jerusalem YMCA entitled "HUW TO UNIER-
STAND TiE OLD TESTAMENT". The lecture is part of a series of liectures sponsored by
representatives of local churches. In answering a question for AL FAJR, Awad said
that there is no biblical basis to the .nterjretations of Christian fundsmentalists
who say that the existence of the State of Isrzel is a fulfilment of a heavenly pro-
mise. "Theologically spesking, God's prumises to Abraham ended with the birth of
Jesus, " Awad seid. An ll-member council of the Hible Soclety in. the West Bank, con-
sisting of representatives of major Orthodox, Catholic and Frotestant churches, have
spongored a series of evonts fur the month of March, (Al FAJR-JLM FAIE STINIAN WEKLY .
. 28.3.84)
NAZAHTH CLEKIC BANNED: The lsraeli miiitary guvernors of the West Bank and Gaza Strip
have issued military orders 25.2.54 barring a rrotestant minister, an activist in the
Nazareth Progressive Movement, from entering tr: West Bank & Gaza Strip for one year.
Rev. Riyah Abu al-Asal, ministcr of the Anglican Church in Nazareth, w:s handed the
travel restriction orders after being summoned to th. Nazareth police stagion, The
minister helped establish the Nazarcth Frogressive Movement in 1982 and is a member of
its executive committee\and 1s planning to appeal the travel ban to the lsizeli High
Court. (AL FAJR 14.3%.84)

. B‘%}%’{ ":E'n'%‘OU]'lE IN KIBBUTZ: ($E EIECTIONS 120, page 5 top) A letter from Iula Gordon,
a —L of Kibbutz Maanit was yublished in Bl TAMISLMAR(28.2.84) and FAAKIV (15,3.84)

in which ths writer, a friend of the Baptist couple, claimed that th:.y hdd told her,

following the rejection of their candidacy for membership in the kibbut?} that the:

»
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med Gaiy, was orda.ned as a miscionary and could be o missionary in Isracl. "Only
as a matter of propricty vis-a-vis the kibbutz were we leaving Israel," he was quoted
as saying. "Hheever is indeed intcrested can come and see for themseives that some
ten Christisns, some of them members and somc candidates for mewbership, are already
living in the kibbutz." '

CUNVERTS: According to data presented at the Min. of Keligious Affairs, some thirty
Jews convert to another mligion officially each year., In 1983 a total of 23 women.
converted to Islam and Christianity (20 to t he former), mostly on the basis of mari-
tal connections. A total of 13 perscons converted from another religion to Judaism,
"Yad L'Ahim", however, alleged that there are hundreds of incidents of conversien to
Christianity and Islam from Judaisz unknown to official circles. (DAVAR 18.3.84; EHEYV
; . OLHABAT BNAL BrAK 23.3.84)

E% JE WIS MOONIES: An Isieeli professor who organizes tours to conferences conducted
by the "Unification" sect ("'.‘-f.oomes") on trne assursnce’ that the sect will not operate
in a relijious way in Israel claims that less than six percent among the sectarians
are Jewish in origin. (YUM HASHISHI : 4.11.83) : :

ZICHON YAAKCV: An ex,osé in an ultya-orthodox weekly (E KV SHABAT Bne I BhAK:30.'5,84)
‘(_Wgﬂfmgiﬁawmlisious situation in Zjeron Yaacov, with especial em hasis on tie Enma Berger
A BTVUDS which the local rabbi fiercely attacked but cunceded that at present they

were not engaging in missilonary activity, Meanwhile, develo ment of an
ultra—orthiodox community was pruceeding, according to the paper, in the town.
"BEEAD & MILK FUR THE CHILDH&N UF ZLChuR YAAKUV": A report on anti-missbn cawpaign
appeal in Zurich in the "Judische Rundschau Maccabiof Basel, Switzerladd. (9.2..81)

INTE KFALTEH: Followlng dis uTSi'ﬁ]nSmin January bef;v.ze‘)‘eon the American Jewish Congress
and the Vatican Committee 61}%_@5 with the Jews,in lucerne, Switzerland, Rabbi Moshe
Feinstein, Fresident of the Union of Orthodox Jewish Rabbis in the USA & Canada, '
declared that he was absciutel_‘f opposed to tu all dialogue between Jews add Chris«
tians, even on political, social and ethical tojics, and especially theological '
'topicsb He added that the position of the rabbinieal union fur naay years is thet
an Orthedox Jew is net peimitted to take part in such meetings, The Auerican Syna-
gogue Council, which embraces all three streams of U.S. Judeism, also criticieed

the discussions conducted in lucerne by e AJC because they were not representative
of all branches of tle religious Jewish community, This was stated in response to
the decision of the American Jewish Congress to set up an institute ‘for Christian-
Jewish relationships in order to advance the dialogue on t heological topics.
(HAAHETZ & 3.2.84)

HRABBL, MINISTER & SIFIKH: A theological debate, tle first of its kind in Israel,
in which representatiwes of the Jewish, Muslim and Christisn religion took part,
was held Saturday nigint in Kfar Kassm. Rabbi Jonah Metzger, the rabbi of North
Tel-Aviv, represented Judaiom; Sheikh Hussaui Kihathni from Bikah E1l-Garbia, a
graduate of Hebron University, represented Islamj while the Christian religion
was represented by Rihni el-Asli, the chief priest of tie Navareth Anglican Cuurch,
The me=ting was held at a clubhouse in the village wi'th hundreds of Arabs from
the Triangle present. The debate was opened by the rabbi who related the anec-
dote of tine aged Hilel who told & Gentile thst the Terah could be summarized on
~one fout by the commandment, "Love ;.ur neighbour as yourself.”" He then turned
to the Murlim sheikh and asked why'a Muslim whe wishes to corvert to Judasism
shiould be condemned to death. The Fuslim refuted this, arguing that only in

specific cases did Islam se¢ & divine fiat in - = Xilling, and absolutely
not for eunversion to ancther religion. Tre Apglican priest referred to the
tolerance and mutual aid preached by his religion and pointed ant the many

institutions (hospitﬂls, clinics, schocls) sponsored by the Anglican Cputch in
Nazareth for the use of all, without distinction of rcligion or race, The
debate was conducted alternatel; in Arabic and Hebrew in a very tolerant and
courtecus manner, and all the partici,ants exprecsed their desire for similar
meetings in the future. (HAAIETZ : 26.%,.84)
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