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UCCI NewW3 CoLIbrInuS DIGEST SELECTIONS (Number Clippings: 120)
RedUVUT "urACK & TRUTH"™ ASSHHBLY

A total of 19 clippings between tne 9th & 28th Dec. }984 dealt with the
situation facing "Grace & Truth Christian Assembly" in Rehovot. (SEE
ALSO SELECTIUNS no. 127, page 1.) "A thousand demonstra?ora‘damce@ in
protest against tue Messianic congregation," MAARIV's Gll,YpdeloV1Fz in-
forwed readers, blocking traffic, while police kept order w1thoup 1pter-
fering with the demongtration. The members of this strange Messianic
sect are led by a wan named Baruch Maoz. "Their activity is contrary

to planning and building ordinances,™ the Rehovot Mayor declared. The
group nad recently moved to Weizmann Street adjaceqt to Synagoggeg and
Jewisn religious scanools. (9.12.84) Tnere are daily protest vigils at
tne site consisting of three youths om six sh ifts who warn those who
come to tne sect's weectings that they are aimed at converting Jews to
anotner religion, Three of tne youths were arrested by a police patrol
car, whicn resulted in protests by many public figures as a resglt of'
wniech the youths were released. Meanwhile, a local public cvmmittee is
being organized in cooperation with the anti-mission society YAD L'AHIM
for curbing tnis miissionizing activity. The local YAD L'AHIN group hgs
dj %r&?uted literature about the uissionary Baruch Maoz, d?SCTlPlng.hlm
a§§ ne neads of the messianic movewent in Israel and a leading distributor
\  Wissilonary literature aiwed at Jewish readers. (HAMODIYA: 12.12.84)

At the wWeizmann Institute of Science in Rehovot an investigation is be-

ing conducted into the printing of Christian nisgionary prayers on com-
puter paper belonging to the Institute's coupuber centre. Several sci-
entists at the Institute have despatched a letter to the Prime Minister,
tne Minister of Police and Knesset Mewbers about missionary activity in
Rehovot, charging tnat there nave been instances when young people tra-
veled abroad and changed their religion under the influence of the Mission.
(MAARIV:14.12.84) The Orthodox public i &hqQy.ob are mounting a canpaign
agalnst the Mission in town. This Sabbatly = quiet dewonstration outside

tne nome of the apostate Baruch Maps at 29 Weizwann, Rehovot. (A biographi~
cal description of Maoz follows...his conversion to Christianity in Eilat
whnile working at Tiung wines, nis seninary studies in Wales, his clain

that Messianic Judeisu is an.authentic part of the tradition of Israel,

his leadersinip in the Mission in Isreel, etc.) (EREV SHABAT 14.12.84)

Tae "wwunah" branch of Orthodox Jewish wowen in Rehovot organized a demon~
stration of hundreds of women and children against the il ﬁjonary activities
- Renovot centerad on Renov Weiziwann, They heard the p “Of local chief
rabbi Siwna Kook (who resides opposite the amission centre), Prof. Hadassah
¥elaued, a research biologist at Weizwann Institute, and others denounce

the uaission. (HAMODIA.14.12; DAVAKR 16.12; HATSOFEH 18.12)

4 lLewporary injunction has been issued in Rehovot by local magistrate Shlono
Shonai ordering a nalt to the use of the prewlses at 29 Weizmann St. for
worsnip or as a publishing house, at the request of Rehovot Mayor Harmelech,
It was argued that such usses are illegal in a residential area. The Mayor
claiuwed tnat he would have.acted against any religious group violating
City ordinances, but also stated that for the Mission %o nove into an
area of synagogues and religious and secular schools is more than ordinary
provocationi" Charges were also wade that Maocz and his followers appeared
in a local scnool and déstributed candies and playing cards with drawings
of Jesus Chri st crucified, and one lad 6f 11 conplaired to local rabbi Kook
about the watter. (MAARIV, HATSOFEH, HAMODIYA--17.12; HADASOT 16.12)
An emotional editorial azainst tne backdrop of Rehovot appeared in HAMODIYA
(17.12) headed "LET US LIVE AS JEWS!" Linking the reports of missionary
activity in xegnovot to Tiberias, Zikron Yaacov and elsewhere, the writer
calls on tne authorities to enact wmore stringent legislation againgt Chris-
tian preachwents even where it is "wrapped as 'Mcssianic Jewish,'" There
inould alsg be an exaumination of the causes that lead certain segre nts of
the populatioa to be.v Lugrable not only to tne Christian missionaries
but also to the var%ggg%§§§%§ "which have spread like leprosy in the body
of the Jewisn people." faith wust be restored in the hearts of those who
have strayed frou the divine faith amd Torah of Israel, the writer concludes.
' (MORE)
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A long two-coluun feature article headed "MESSIAH'S EMISSARIES LAND IN
HEHOVOT" appeared in AL HAMISHMAR (19.12.84) bylined Zehava Moses. The
article described tne Urthodox campaign against the Messianic congregation
and the daGefen publishing house on Weizmann Strcet as well as the back-
ground of Baruch Maocz an&/quotation from the "Messianic children's period-
ical 'Raya Ne'eman® (*"raithful Friend") defining Messianic {or Christian)
in Bvangelical terws. Maoz claims there are soue 30 congregations of
Messianic Jews in Isracl nuwbering about 3,000 Isrcelis, with sowe 1,500
being uentiles who nave settled in Israel. Each congregation is autono-
wous, but there are inforaal ties awong the congregations, and the lead-
ers gatner together for consultation, study amd sharing thoughts, but

they are not under amy obligation to this body. The Messianic Jews be-
lieve in God and in His revealed will according to the 01d # New Testaments,
"People need reforued nearts and God's gracious merits which come through
tne Messiah, Yeshua, which is the original and true faith of Israel,™ he
says. The article goes on tou describe the practice of inmunersion and the
Lord's oSupper, osabbath and midweek weetings and merbership requirements

at tne rehovot congregation. ' :

Ine charges of anti-iission personages are guoted, including the loeal rabbi
Siuha Kouvk, the Dean of the raculty of Soucial Sciences at Bar Ilan University
(an Ortanodox Jewisa body) 3 Mne local representative of YAD L'AHIM. The

rabbi is partiaularly incensed over the approach of the congregation to
secularist Jéws who have no roots in Judaism. "They are strangling us,

and we quibble over whether this is dewocratic or not. They are traitors,
apostates upsetting the delicate balance in town between religious and
secularist Jews," the raggitcgarﬁ 8. HNevertheless, curious neighbours who
ventured out during t857gegons%§a ions held daily reumarked that "the nmembers
of tne congregation are very mucn liked by us, they are quiet and don't
trouble us. True, they knocked on our doors to invite us to their Bible
studies, but wnen we refused they stopped coming."™ Other neighbours stressed
that in a deuavcratic country everyone can engage in his own affairs as

lung as 1t cauges no public dauage. These are friendly pesple who harm noone,"

Uemunstrationgytﬁ;%ﬁu home of Baruch Maoz were reported in two ultra-orthodox
journals (dAMUDIYA 27.12; BREV S4ABAT 21.12) as part of a series in the
cawpaign against Madz and "the Mission" in Rehovot. JERUSALEM POST (27.12)
repurted bricfly tnat"Rehovot residents (took part) in anti-sissionaries
dewo,” which invulved "dozens of residents including Rabbi Simha Kook,"
foruer hguovot Mayor Shauel Kechtuwan, who was convicted several years ago
of accepting bribes frow conmtractors, broke a long silence @&n public is-
sues by congratulating the local rabbi for his war ageingt the Mission.
Wwriting in a local journal, Rechtman stated: "There is no doubt that the
City Council wust denvunce the acts of tbhe wissionary sect and drive them
vut of town, and not only be content with administrative steps such as
charging thew with violations of (uwunicipal) ordinances." (YEDIOT AKHRONOT:
| 25.12.84)
BAARIV (27.12) anl dAARETZ (28.12) ench publishcd - feature articles
about the Rehovot situation, including photographs of Maoz, several con-
gregation weubers ant opponents, secular and rabbinic. The MAARIV article
bylined Gil Yudilovitz claiws that the congregation distributes sweets and
Coristian litcerature to children, aaxd souwe of the literature is quoted
verbatiwm. Local regetive reactions to the congregation are described
with * « . .. remarks about Mavz anl a Geruan organization #.D,.I. al-
legedly providing financial backing. The HAARETZ feature, two full pages
including photographs, 1is baséd uwainly on an interview with Maoz and visits
to the "urace-& Truth" congregation, as well as a cescription of a Hanuka
party in tre nowe of a wewber. The reporter, Amnon Barzilai, is somewhat
skeptical-abuut tne outlay for such g swmall group of peosple an? unimpressed
by the dauuka celebration, b ut he quotes at length Maoz anl Yaacov Damkani,
a paid euployeg of the cungregation as evangelist.
TIRAT daCaRmpL: missionary activity by the Jehovah Witness sect in this
town south of Haifa has reportedly caused a storm. Two JW missionary women
were fepurtedly threatened witn pnysical violence if they 4id not Jdesist.
buergency iestings nave been held tu alert the townspeople. (KOL-BO HAI PA .
T.12; HalS80rE:26.12; 4AM0DIYA 17.12; EREV SHABAT:21.12)
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CRUSouS Ol MtZUZOT! Hundreds of forged "mezuzot" "decorated" with crosses
integrated into the Divine Nawe have been s0ld in Tel-Aviv, An ?nvgsti ga—
by "EREV SHABAT" (ultra—orthodox weckly) has disclosed that a Chrlst}an
"scribe" is distributing thew through werchamts and storekeepers as }f

they were kosher.  This is the first tiae such a thing has happened in
Israel. (An enlarged pnotograph of the uezuza scroll indicates that the
"leg" in tue "he" of the Divine Naue (YHVH) reseubles an x, but in ord-
inary size it appears to be a slightly thickened dot.)

CulkUTER VS. MLSsIun: In order to handle the copious material recently
gathered by anti-nission activists, a giant couputer has been purchasel

for several thousznd dollars, into which will be fed data concerning the
activities of the wissionaries., (ERBV -SHABAT : 30.11.84)

Ravbi: Residents of Remle have coapiained that wewnivers of a Christian
wlssiongry sect nave berun to visit their howes; one was a young invalid

an cru%%ﬁe%/wgfﬂnﬁ Hﬁﬁ%ﬁan accent. They left tracts behind. (HADASHOT 18.12)

LOD (LYDDA): An incerview with Rabbi Ortner of Lol appeared in "HAMAHANEH
AaHaREDI ("The Ultra-Urtnodox Caup) on 20.11.84, with about half devoted
to tnce fight a_ainst the wis sionaries, apparcntly J.W.s8, especially a
Cleanlig wowan in a local school. (SEE SELECTIONS #126, top page 2: LOD)

¥ <. DRUCKHMAN: Religious M.K. Druckiian has callsd for action to curb
iucreased wissionary activity in Israel, especially that of the nissionary
sect "JLWs FOR JeSUS." (HATSOFEH 12.12.84; SHEARIM 14.12.84)

UbITUARY: Anti-wmissiion activist Rabbi Gershon Segal of the hassidic sect
H4BAD has returned nis soul to his waker., (KFAR HABAD 5th Kislev 5745)
DiASKURA Ris3PUNSHS TO ‘T #lISSION
buuLalid:  The Juwlsd TeLsuRAPd (23.11.84) of Manchéster reported that a
New anti-wissivnary group has 'hit the streets' in Jerusalew in order
to prutest the presence of four najor wission centres, NETIVYA, BAPTIST
HUUGE, MSSSIANIC ASSEMBLY & CASPARI CENTRE. The group is called NAHAR
and it is linked to YaD L'adIM. (SEE SELECTIONS #125, page 2, ANTIMISSION
PROTESTS)
SUULd afrICA:  JuwiSh duRALD (30.10) of Jo'burg provided a condensed
version of tne Jum PUST story about MESHKAN, the new theological journal
on Jewish svangelisw. (SES SELECTIONS #126, ncar top page 3.) The SOUTH
AFRIcan Jowlon 11MES (Sept. 1984) of Jo'burg published a feature article
P Rabbi Professor Solowon Rappaport exauining "JUDALSM & MIS3IONARY AC-

0 1.0 B In a relatively ircnic article the professor rejects mission,
although he understands the = mwotives of Christians and others who believe
they nave the key to salvation. Judaisa once was :iissionary (and he

cites awong otner evidences Matthew 23:15) but was deprived of this instinct
by anti-Jdewish legislation foriulated by the established churches as well

as suspiciuvn oI converts on the basis of Christian conversionary practices
in addition to its rejsction of exclusivist salvation. He also cites Nie-
bubr and. Parkes in denying the validity of continued Christian nissionary
activity awong Juws. He cuncludes that "Jews & Christians have cany things
in cowwon without naving to agree in matters of creed,"

U.o.Ae: B'"Wal BRITH MESSENGER (12.10.84) of Los Angeles, carried a brief
pnoto story about scie 1200 Jows warching on Congregation BETH YESHUA

(House of Jesus) in tne Overbrook section vf Philadelphia in protest against
tne .group's deceitful wlssionary tactics. The “denonstration was arranged,
spunsored and financed by the Anti-Missionary Comlition of Greater Phila.
Jiswisa wenk (31.8.84) of New York featured an cditorial headed BEWARE OF
MloolUnaklesd concerning The Task Force of Missionaries & Cults of the Jewish
Cumwsunity kelations Council, and spotlighted especially Hare Krishna,
American puard of Missions to the Jews, Jews for Jesus.  "The need for
Yigilance ;agolnst this plague has never been greater," the writer concludes.
Lab dewlsn f0IDIAN (21.9.84) of Miasi, #la. published a siuilar warning
and referred to The Comsitiee on Cults & Missionaries, an arw of the Greater
Miawl Jowisn federation's Comaunity Relations Conzittee, "forued to counter
the influences of tnese deceptive groups in South Florida," (MORE)
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"YUl ISmabL" (debrew-language newspaper in New York City) reported on
23.11.84 that the "JEWS FOR JEWS" organization headed by Rabbi Dubin,
headquartered in miawni Beach, Fla., clai.us that aissionary actiyity ?n
Israel nas reached "astunishing proportions.® Rabbi Dubin was aided in

nis findings by YAD L'AHIM and its head REBP%S%%E%sh, who clains tha?

an estiwated 30,000 Israclis are linked t3/118s810Bnary activity. Rabbi

pubin also referred to the UCCI and its publication "MISHKAK"™, a journal
for Juwisn #vanielisw. Oubin nas sent his report to BP.M. Peres an?i presse?l
nia to liquidate illegal nissionary activity in Isreel. On 21.12.84 the
Sa.€¢ paper carrieua a report of a sharp attack on .iissionary activity ini-
tiated by wainline bodies of the Jewish cousunity in Los Angeles. The re-
purt referrel to advertisements in the U.S. press "seeking to represent Xmas
as a Jewlgh holiday, and Jesus as the Jowigh liessiah...We call on all
decent auwericans tou denounce these fraudulent acts and to refrain from
Swpporting vrganizations behini these acts." An avpeal was also aade for
greater ovservance ol Jewish rites and 1lifestyle.

A reeder of tne JBWISH STawDARD (Jersey City, N.J.) of 7 Sep 84 objsctel
to a letter to editor by a asuwber of Cung. Seth Israecl, a messianic con-
eregation. "It certainly does not behoove a JEWISH paper to give such a
sroup a platforu tu espouse tacir views. This was the third time this
wessSlianic congregation nas been given such space." The editor in a post-
script to tne letter noted that the letter was published in connection
with a news stury and disclaiused any suppurt for the wrifer's views and
regretted that tne puslication nas offended readers.

YUUNG [SRapml VIEWrOLNT (Wew York, NY) in Sept. 1984 published a report

about a walkout of Jewish producers and announcers connected with WEVD, a
New rork City Yidaish-lanzuage ralio stnﬁlqn?gold_f)JQhri tian nissionaries,
At first the new owners providad a1Variétyio%7§%E§ram§§%§ at priuse tine, '
but later atteupted to intrude upon tne content of the Jewish prograns,
resulting in tne walkout and the traamsfer of the programs to another station.

Juwlsn CuRunICLe (Pittsburgh, Pa.) on 20.9.84 reported that the Union of
Awerican deorew Congregations, representing 770 Refori synagogues in the
U.3. and Lanada, has set up a national Comuwittee on Cults & Missionaries
"to cowbat tne activities of deceptive proselytizing groups.” The ultra-
ortnodox weekly £knV SHABAT (28.12.84) cousented on this developiient by
reporting the reaction of the Union of Ortiodox Rabbis in the U.S.: "It is
truly ironic that the Reforued are now entering this struggle. Do they
not feel that it is tueir wove.ment which actually pushed young Jews to
the fence, on tne other side of which tne uissionaries were waiting?" A
report subwitted to Heform leader, Rabbi Al exander Schindler, noted that’
12% of cultists are Jewish, a proportion to the Zeneral population 400%
nigher, and this nas led to grave concern in the Reforned woveient. _,wg'

Jowlod CUMMUNITY VOICE (Cherry Hill,NJ) of 26.9.84 published a report of

a weeting of the adult gnrichuwent Comuittee of Teuaple Beth Sholow on the
subject of wissiovnary activity. The uain speaker was Scott Gould, former
JeDoLe wewber .and now director of the Philadelphia Anti-Missionary Insti-«:
tute. A psychology wajor and weightlifting chaupion, Gould has been in-

volved in aati-uission work since 1975 aml claiws to have infiltreted tle

seth Yesmua Congre ation of Philadelpnia and iiissionary conferences until
suspicions gbout niu were aroused. ‘He called for a strong aggressi ve re—
sponse to tne wigsionaries,including "a return to the basic tencts of Judaism, "

Jawiod Wesk (New York KY) on 5 Oct 84 reported that two Jewisgsh groups ha ve
filed legal papers with tne U.S. Patent & Tradeasark Office oppodgiing the ap—
plication of a travel agency run by Christian sissionaries to trademark the
nawe V3£t L19RalL THRO' JEWLSH fyES.” They charged that the American Board of
Missions to the Jews, Inc., (ABMJ) was fostering efforts to convert Jews to
Christianigy taro' Isrncl tours, inducing people to join their tours as
though it were under Jewish auspices, and this was deceptive use of a re-
glstered tragdeuark. :

JuWldd Fresos (Brooklyn NY) on 27.12.84 published another appeal for Beth
Shifra in B'klyn in its ca.paign to resome Soviet Jews in B'klyn fron "soul-
suatching uissionaries...brainwashing(thew into) baptiswm."® (MORE)
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Two coluwns in tue feature VIGIL by Rabbi Yasakov Spivak appeared in the
JeWlsi PreSs (BKLYIN NY) passionately attacking wissionaries. The first,
Alv UPEN LETIER TO MISSIUNARLES (21.9.84) described an incident in Monsey,
an . orthodox Jewish couaunity, in wiich a Misd onary Mobile was routed
by the mund organizatiion. The nissionaries were apparently JEWS FOR JESUS
and the rabbi proaised tc confront thew on thsir howee ground in Manhattan.
"If you try to convert Jews; we will stop you cold. And when you finally
decide to give up tnis folly we'll be there to welcome you back,"he suns up.
On 21.12.84, under the heading MISS[ONARIES: EICHMARN'S ACCOMPLICES, the
rabbi quotes froa a statcuweni by a cohort of Fichuaan about the destruc—
tion of rast furopean Jewry and the assinilation of Westerm Jewry, linking
the quote to contewporary nissiocnary activity. "The next time you see a
aigsionary on the street, you can wentally paint a swastika on his face,"
he writes. He also reports on plans for g demonstration- in front of the
F.J. headquarters in Mannatban during Hanuka,

"WOICE OF dUPE?: Four Jewish journale (JEWISH #ORIDIAN; JEWISH WORLD,
Albany WY; JuWIan news, Detroith; JEVISH CHROWICLE, Pittsburgh) all car-
ried reports between 23 Auvgust 84 and 30.8.84 relating to charges by the
JEWS fUR JBYS argani zation.that tke VOICE OF HOPE radio station in Lebanon
F onsored by George Otis! HICGH ADYVENTURE is aisgion-linked with JEWS FOR
JudUS notwithstanding its sppeal for support in the Jewish comwunity for
its pro-isracl svand

JuwIsd TRIBUNE (London, Pwulurﬂ) on 3L.8.84 reported on the visit of Rabbi
Shlo.uo KQhn, dircctor of YAD L'AHIM's New York office, in Melbourne and

Sydney in fustrelia for Tund-raising purposes. THY JEWISH GAZETTE (Manchester
Ba land) on 9.Nov.84 revoried thai stronzer efforts by the Jewish coanunity
to condewn wissionary activity have bewn called Jor by a delegate to the
manchester Jewisn Representative Council, !#r. Sgul Wachtel, Reference was
wade to the Churcin's Ministery to Lhe Jsws (Ci)), whose Hone Director, Derek

hyder, told thc.paper: “de believe we pave a respongibility to offer Jesus
to the Jews, " and expressed thag hupe that they could accept Jesus and still
rewain Jdewish. Leaders of the local and nationsl - :13iu of Christians

and Jews nave wade it clear tuat they do not support uissionary activities.

"CoaRIoMA": A suwwary of an article in the Christian zonthly "CHARISHMA"
dealing with the "radical sect, terrorist Uroup“ knowr as YAD L'AHIM was
publighed in tne ultra-ortmdox jourmal SndARIM on 30.11.84. It cited the
glish-languaze burletin of YAD L AdIM ("ACTION") and various incidents
uuring tne past year directed agpainst Chrigtian institutions znd groups.

JEWd FUR JiSUS & MESSIALIC JEWS. ToE JrewBH whiK (New York) on 5 Oct 84
reported tuae sXperiences ol two Hebrew-school teachers (Steve Albert &
uershon Aliweiss) wno "infiltrated” a JEWS POR JESUS Bible study by clain-
ing interest in Christianity, using “pseudayus and concocted false back-—
grounds."” Lhey secretly taped their discussiocns "with = J#J wissionary.
They are sharing their experiences with Jewish groups. “They're very
sincere, convinced that what they're doing is true,® they comiaented about
J¥J. They also agree that Jews living in a Christizn socisty should learn
about the Christian reli don. "Let Jews hear what's wmng with it froo
Jewish sources," they say. HasRuTZ (20.12.84) published a brief iter

about the J.F.J. full-page advertigewent in TIME MAGAZINE about Christmas
being a Jewigh holiday, wost of it bc1n& brief guotes from the ad. In

a brief tongue-in-cheeck iteu headed "JEWS FOR JESUS.” YEDIOT AKHRONOT (24.12)
reported that onc of the uo st be “Utlful churches in the world, soon to

be dedicated by the Eopu in Abidjan, Ivory Coast, in Africa, was constructed
by the Israeli fira Sclel Boneh.

"um o3 LANIC!" MUTder REMOVED FRUM PLAnB: A Caristian resident of Netanya, a
wewper of tue sect of btne "messianic Jews®, who was about to leave Israel,
was rewoved yesterday froa the plane with her two daushters by order of

tne rabbinic court in Tel-Aviv ab the request of her husband. Mrs. Tamara
Ronen (Roninson), born in Leningrad, euigrated to Isrrel frow the USSR 14
years ago, and joined %the congregation of the "Messianic Jews™ four years
ago. Her husband dJacob, 55, left their Netanya howme, and divorce proceed-
ings nave been initiated. The couple have four chiliren; one of then is

( MORE)



UCCL nEWS Cpibs -~ B SELECTIONS #128

esed 17%, intends to rewain in Isrnel to perforn her military service. The
wotner nas found ewployuent in the ¥.S.A. with a Russian paper in Sacranento,
California. tollowing lengthy negotiations, her husband had agreed to her
leaving with tne two youngest chiliren an! she had sold g1l her belongings,
but wnen she arrived at the airport at Passport Control, she wes told she
could not leave the country, and her bageage was removed from the plane.

She proceeded to the Lel-aviv rabbinical court, where she was informed that
the order parring fier departure would not be Canceled except with the con-
sent Of ner husband., (YspiofT AKHRUNOT, Yehezkiel Adirai, 11.1.85)

Citkl SIMa3d IN ISHAEL

CARRIED
The Jerusales weckly "KaWl HA'IR" (21.12.85), 1% pages of photographs and
descriptions of tne life of Jesus, as related to Jerusaler: Holy Places, un-
der bhe heading: “TUDAY 1,984 YEaks3 AGO: JESUS WAS HERE.” This week 1984
years ago there was born in Bethlehew the 1an who founied Christianity.
Chapter headings in nis brief life and its finale were spent in Jerusalen,
whicn has provided tne city an abhundance of holy places, not only for Chris-
tians. (8 pnotographs with couents below each are provided for THE C HUROd
UF Tuts VISITAUIUN: MORTING. 06 MagY & ELISABETH; BETHLEHEM'S CHURCH OF THE
NATLVEITY: BIRTH IN A STAsLE; £l AZARIYA: THE RAISING OF LAZARUS; MT. ZION:
Lbag LAST SUPPeR—-1THl YRALTOR; GETHSAMANE; TdE CHURCH 07 CONDEMNATION: PILA..
SEiKS TU FREE dlM; VIA DOLORGSA: TaR CROWs Or THORNS FOR THE KING OF THE JEWS;
Ll CHURCH OfF [ub HULY StpULCHRE: "3Y Tdl3 STONE THEY PLACED HIM ON THE
CRUSS5." ) The couwents of gotti Rozitsky (Photes Rolli Rosen) are riainly
based on quotations or references to the Gospels, custodians of the vari-
vus sites and tecchers aml ... . ;. tour guides.

The Urtnodox daily aaTSOrEd (21,12,84) carried a feature article under the
heading "IDULATRY UnDER Tak mnapii OF CHRISTHMAS & SYLVESTER (NEW YEAR) CELE-
BaTIUnS." The writer, W. t0lan, refers %, Theodore - Herzl's Christmas tree
and tnose of otners in tne 19th Century, assimilateld Jews like “the Seer

of tue Jewlsh Stotel Meanwnile, devout Rast Buropean Jcws Wbserved" Chrisbh-
was by abstaining frou Torah study all playine cards on the Aay that "that
Man" (Jesus) was born. But wuliitudes of Isracli Jews celebrate Christuas
and New Year's sve, even if they don't give any Christisn significance to
tneir celebration. ketanya's Rabbli Lau denounces the practice and calls

it idolatrous. aren't there enough joyous Jewigh festivals that Israelis
have to go into the fielis of stranzers to find occasions for rejoicing?

ne asks plaintively. 1In Netanya, anyway, the cbbinate h=s succeeded in
preventing the notels under its Supervision for kashrut to advertigse cele—
brativas of this kind, but in Tel-aviv the hotels flourish on these days.

CukISTMAS MUSIC: Christwas carols were heard at the Wof Yam public school
in derzliya-rituah, to the disuay of several of the neighbours. (YEDIOT
ARARONUT 17.12.84) In a letter of vesponse, the schonl principal expressed
astonishusnt inss.uch as the offeriding music was based on Scottish folk
Song which nad been given Hebrew words and was : approvel by the Min-
istry of Bducation fur use in Sixth Gralde dusical education. (30.12.84)
During the Christwas sezson the scneduling of a cnildren's prosrar with
a Caristian suest clergyiian to answer listencrs' questions about Christi-g
was canceled followin: protests by Orthodox Jews and tinc intervention of
two.broaacastinb walggers, Gideon Lev-ari and Micah Yinon of the B'cast .+, =
authority in israel. (HADASHUT:30.12; EREV SHABAT 28.12; HAMODIYA 25.12.84)
all article hepded "Ju8US IN JEWISH EYRSH by David Tauar, an Orthodox Jewish
scnolar, wus featured in YeDIUT AKHRONOT (28.12.84) with a photo of the
Jewish artist Mark Chagall's "Whise Crucifixion® (1938). Thefiriter discusses
Jewisn-Caristian polewics over biolical texts; rabbinic prayers, talmudic
and other references to Jesus, alwost all negative, and the origin of Ortho-
dox Jewish practices on Cnristuas Eve bascl on the Letin word "nutulis" (nativ-
: ity)
CiunIolI AN PRESENCE: A feature article by daiii Shapiro in JERUSALEM PG T
(21.12.84) dealt with the Christian presence in the Holy Land. Various
sources are quoted, offering conflictin: views about the trend of the Chris~
tian presence in Isrzel. Census fijures for 1983, for the first time since
1948, shuw an incredsc in Cnristian popul ation in Isrsel; also in Jerusalen,
(MORE)
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Ine article relatcs alwmost entirely to Christians of the traditional
churches (Gregk Ortnodox, Rouan Cotholic) and brief references. to Pro-
testants.

BarTIst CaunCd: The continued caupaisn by ultra-orthodox Jews to block
plans to rebuild tne Baptist Church (burmed down in Oct. 1982) was reported
recently, especially a threat of the new ultra-orthodox "Shas™ Sephardi
party, which threatened (JLM POST:28.12.84) to quit Jerusalem coalition

if plaus are finally ap proved. Final approval is in the hands of the
newly—zppointed Ikuarior Minister and Shas”leader Yitzhak Perctz.

Cri RISTLIANS AnD JEWS: The I.D.#. will investigate the participation of
an entire unit in a Caristian Churcn worship, at the Church of the Holy
depulciire. 'It was part of an educational prosraa for the soldiers, and
was justified by tne Chief Blucation Officer of the I.D.#. at a press
conference tuis weck. While no soldier is required to enter the church
if ne nas objections to it, it is considered importont that soldiers
learn about other relizions in Israel. An investijation was authorized
following couplaints by soldiers thnt they were tsken into the church
wuilé& .a relisious rite, including the sprinkling of incense on then,
was £oing on. (BruV SuUABAT 21.12.84) (KaWL HA'IR of Jerusrlen carried
a bricf account of the Latter but discounted the charges by the ultra-=
orthodox that the soldiers were participants in the rites. 4.1.85)

“lian JUDARO-Cukl ofTAN TRADITION" is questiones? in an article by Yankov
Rabi (Al HAMISnMAR 5.0ct.84). basingz hiuself on =n stuly of H. Sassoon
whien arfirus that such a tradition was in effect paradogically Aduring
the Middle Ages anid hadl soue effect on uodern Jowis h-Christian relations,
but Habi duwngrades its present significance ani refers to Jewish-Christian
antagonisus tarouchout history ani ovasic incompatibilities. HAARETZ

¢ 31.5.84) carried a feature article on Interfaith Dialogue in Mvubile,
alabawa by Dr. Haiwu Gordon. DAVAR (21.10.84) carricl a news article
about rPres. Rea_an's attewpt to iuprove Jewish-Christian ties thro!
Vatican ties, including official recognition of the State of Isrsel by
the Vatican, but these were ‘reportedly rejected.

Cogiollak LIfm IN IShasl, a publication of the Isrsel Interfaith Assn,

in its hew Year miition (winter 1984-5) published brief reports on Chris-
tian activities in Isrnel, such as: Christian population srowth in the
country; the Priwe Minister's affiruaation of freedois of worship for all
faiths (at che Fezst of Labernacles celebration); the UCCI Conference

in Tiverias (with rerference to the lvcuwent "Free’on of Worship & the
Messianic Jew in Israel", a legal opinion prepared by an Israeli lawyer);
Nes Ailii dg¢uinars cawparing.concepts of wessiah in Judnisy & Christianity;
Catnvulic participation in g Presbyterian service in Jerusalen; and the
planting of 120 cedars of Lebamon in Jerusalen's Gilo neighbourhood donated
LYy the Lebanesc Upristian A_ency to the people of J'lm. The issue also
contained an interview with Dr. Geries Sa'el Khoury, director of the
"Christianity in tne Land" project at Tantur Ecunenical Institute in which
he culdplained about tne "westernization" of Christuas, also noting tae
Church's favouring of Western pilgriss over local Christians. "Sonetines
We nave tae feelinz that our spiritual welfare ay oe of secondary iaportance,”
he rewarked. ' ' '

PRU=Iogath Cdnlgllans @

¥FROJCT KIBBUTZ: A report in the ultra—orthodox faily SHEARIM (19.12.84)
nutes the stated purposes of PROUILCT KIBBJTZ, which supplies Christian
volunteers to Israeli kibbutzim, ineluding the establishing »f "fellow-
ships" (wnich the paper interprets t5 nean churches) in kibbutzin for
Christian ends. 'MAsRIV (25.12.84) reportel that PRUOJECT KIBBUTZ leeders
were ordered to leave the country by the Ministry »f Interior because
their visas nad expired in August and they were recaaining illegsally. The

.

=

leaders chnar el that tneir exit would lead o the cullapse of their work,
but they were considering tne return of the founder, Art Carlson, who
hgd cbtained Peromnent Residence stztus in Isrzel soe years ago.

Tn a letter to t.he JERUSALER POST (14512084) Al exanicr Feldoan, former
Frisoner of Zion in the USSK, expressed "leep concern ahout a growing
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tendency acon: certain circles to attack Christian friends an? Supporturs
of Israel." He Jdenounced the Caupalgn agninst "Beit Shalon® in Gilo,
also the revuildin; of tne Baptist Church, and noted the active supn?rt
he had received in nis own ca.palym on behalf of iaprisoned friends in
the USSR frow the staff of the [at'l Chrigtian Eubassy in J'1, .and de-
hied that any attcupt to influcnee his "world view" in any way was nade
by Christian friends at the ICEJ. "If even a third of the worl?'s Jew—
ish’ population were as ardent Zivnists as these Christian Zionists, I
think the future of tne Jewish State would be secure, " he concludes.
On 9 Vec.84 the JLM PUST carried a leal elitorial headed SYRTIA'S KEW
BaknY, referring to a recent issue of the SYRIAN TIMES which accused
Jan Willew van der Hoeven, a pro.uinent e ader of the I.C.E.J. of stat-
in, to the RPUST that "he belisves in rebuilding tne Teuple on the debris
of the noly aAl-Aksa Mosques." 4ctually, he t01d the POST the exact op-
posite in an interview; but tne Syrians are evidently disturbed by the
estiwated 40 willion U. 3. evarnselicals or "Biblical Christians" who
support Lsrael. "3yria would do better if 1%t sinared that hope (of peace)
ratoaer thun turn tne uns of the Bi: Lie on Jews & Christians alike," the
€ditorial writer concludes. YEDIOT AKHROKOT (9 Jan 85) rcported on a
Dew LOOK set for puvlication by Barbara & Michaecl Layden of Washinzton,
V.C. waicn claius tnat devout Caristian Evanelicals seekinz tn expedite
tne return of Jesus Christ are backing extreuist Jewish attenpts to re-
wove Myslius frow the Teiple Mount in anticipation of the coniny of Meg-
Siah. "They believe if the Teaple is rebuilt, Jesus will co e azain; we
belicve if the Tewple is reouilt, the Messiah will cone for the first tize,
80 let us build the leuple and we'll see who @.1e8," a Jewish militant
was quoted. (SEd SELECTLONS #123, pages T-8 CHRI STIAN FUNDAMENTALISTS &
THE JEWISE UNDERGROUND)
CULTS ahy 3uCTS

MOUNI®S: The Muonies, or Unifiecation Church, ca.ie to Jerusaler for a
Youtn Sewiiar on world Reliiong, in wiich S0ue 120 youths froa around
tne world visited Isracl with 30 staff mesvers. A4t g press conference
in Jerusalen tnhoy dcnied charges by anti-wission activists that th oy
would proselytize. Auony Isreelis adiressing the conference are the
Dead of the Kiryat arba Yeshiva, rRabbi Walduan, Prof. peli of Ben-Gurion
University, an! autnor Moshe Shaiir, ( JERUSALEM POST & 10 -gul 84)

MakUYa: A feature article entitled "THE LAST OF T:iE SAMURALS" in the
PUSY (14.9.84) Oy Yossi Gaizu discusses Syapathetically the founder of
the Japanecse pro-Isrnel Makuya Love uent.,

£3T: The ultra-orthodox weekly EREV SaaBAT (30.11.84) rcports that the
BST sect, which isg cneracterized in a negative way in cult-investigation
reports of the Khcsset, is benind the recent caupaizsn to encouraze drivers
to fasten seat belts in town (where it is not compulsory) in order to
iwprove its puolic lnasze., It allegedly raised “woney antd personnel for the
caipaign,
CULLURE & SUNDRIES .

4LUuniBM A5 A CRY #Ok MESSLAH: 4 «€u0rial article on the 40t%th anniversary
of the death of Plvonecr Hebrew novelist A.A. Kabak, author of "The Narrow
Lane", a.. novel about Jesus of Kazareth, writien after A serious sgpiritual
Crisis, which led niu to return to Urtnolox Julaisia. (YEDIOT AKHRONOT 11.1,85)

JESUS ALD BoScuibs: At the International Consress on Biblical Archaeology
in Jerusaleu, rrof. David Flusser claiued that Jesus kneyw the Essene scet
and referred-to thea in tue hew Test-uent in ILuyke 16:1-2 about "the chil-
dren of light"; out ne 0OpPo sed thblgLSdﬁ%%ltiSm anl this explains his caansel

"to uake frienls by eams of tne unrighteous Marion." (JLM POST : 6 Apr 84)

Fh, BakGIL rIANEﬁ; A Teature article about Fr.Bargsil Pixner of Mt. Zion
appeareu .in CoRISTIaj COMMENT/OIKOUMENIKOS (JLK POST 4.Nov.84), a special-
ist in Christian archaeolosy and Church history, '
' *EXBLD TRAKSCRIPTION ##%
(14 Jan 84/ub)



